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East Renfrewshire Council is committed to ensuring that it maximises the 
impact of sport for the benefit and wellbeing of the whole community. We are 
striving to develop a structure for sport in East Renfrewshire that can establish 
a legacy of increasing participation, ensuring that the opportunities offered by 
the London Olympics and Paralympics 2012 and the Commonwealth Games 
in Glasgow 2014 can be extended across the whole community. A Curriculum 
for Excellence, the extensive schools building programme and the introduction 
of the 33 period week in East Renfrewshire provide the academic flexibility to 
release the potential of sport to contribute to an improvement in pupil’s lives.  
 
As directed we have focused our responses on the questions and issues 
listed: 
 
Single outcome agreement 
 

• In East Renfrewshire the Single Outcome Agreement (SOA) approach 
ensures that the outcomes included within the SOA are high level 
strategic outcomes and all locally delivered services have a 
contribution to make to their achievement. Therefore while not all 
services and outcomes that the Community Planning Partnership is 
working towards will be referenced in the SOA, there are a number of 
plans and strategies that support the delivery of SOA outcomes in 
specific service areas such as employability, sport, health and 
community safety. In East Renfrewshire sport and physical activity 
promotion is a priority and contributes to outcomes in the SOA such as 
“Improve the health of local people”. 

 
Children and sport 
 

• We are committed to the minimum provision of 2 hours of quality PE 
per pupil per week and have developed and introduced a primary 
curricular PE programme and teacher training framework to support 
delivery. Whilst many schools, in particular at Primary level require 
significant investment in sports facilities, we would strongly support 
opportunities for an additional 2 hours out of school hours and 
community club sport entitlement per pupil per week within the Primary 
and Secondary sectors. 

• Improvements in the school estate in East Renfrewshire have thrown 
up inevitable disparities. Our rolling programme of school estate 
improvements and of providing a Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) in 
every Primary school and a synthetic floodlit sports pitch in every 
Secondary school has significantly improved the ability of schools that 
have these facilities to deliver curricular requirements and extra 
curricular sports opportunities. Improvements in indoor school sports 
facilities will be required if we expect school sport to contribute to the 
development and sustainability of Scottish sport. 
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• We have a strong and vibrant PE subject group in East Renfrewshire 
which has responsibility for ensuring that there is adequate sports 
education in the school system. 

• Generally our newer schools have enough of the right facilities to 
deliver appropriate levels of sports education. However, there are still a 
number of schools that require major investments in indoor and 
outdoor sports facilities so they can deliver more diverse, wide ranging 
programmes that cater for all pupils within the school helping to meet 
sports participation goals. 

• Good school/club links are critical to the establishment of sporting 
pathways creating continuity for pupils from an introduction to sport 
within school to continued participation within a local club. East 
Renfrewshire has a well established network of Sports Specific 
Development Forums where local authority, local club and national 
governing body representatives meet on a regular basis to help ease 
the transition from school sports introduction to club participation. 
Sports specific action plans are developed through these forums  Case 
study examples of good practice will help improve links between local 
clubs and schools. 

• Active School Coordinators have made a significant contribution to the 
development of school/club links within East Renfrewshire through our 
Sports Specific Development Forum’s, the school sports festival 
programme, school health weeks and through our Multi-skill Academy 
programme. In most instances our Active School Coordinators are the 
link person between school and local club or National Governing Body 
representative’s, helping arrange school visits by local club coaches 
and class visits to clubs and helping clubs advertise club activities 
within schools.  

• Some of the barriers to universal access for children in sport include: - 
funding for school transport costs, access to a local sports club in 
areas of infrastructure weakness, parents struggling with the demands 
of work and home to dedicate time for sport, physical literacy levels of 
some children, club access to appropriate facilities, volunteer 
recruitment and retention and a target group focus to the delivery of 
sporting opportunities. Price or the ability to pay is still a major barrier 
in many sports. Many sports are out of the reach of some working 
parents. Membership and coaching costs can be expensive and the 
price of equipment can be prohibitive. Costs increase as young people 
move through the sports pathways to performance levels.  

 
Scotland faces a number of challenging social issues which are now 
overflowing into youth sport: ‘win at all cost’ sports clubs, violence on 
the touchline, disrespect for officials and coaches who are only focused 
on winning, at all costs. Together, these factors contribute to increasing 
numbers of young people dropping out of sport. It is imperative that we 
deliver positive sporting experiences within schools and in the wider 
community if we want to tackle high sports drop out rates. A cultural 
change programme such as the ‘Positive Coaching Scotland’ 
programme will help transform Scottish youth sport through an 
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education programme targeted on the key influencers in children’s lives 
–parents, coaches, teachers and local club committee members. 
Helping to create a positive sporting environment in schools and local 
clubs focused on learning and the development of life skills.   

 
Community facilities  
 

• There has been little effect on sports participation within East 
Renfrewshire due to the delivery of the National and Regional Sports 
Facilities Strategy. The most recent sports facilities developed within 
East Renfrewshire have been school facilities with inbuilt community 
access out with school hours. Future school sport facility developments 
will include community access. 

• We are presently developing a community sports facilities/sports pitch 
plan as part of an update to our Sports Strategy. CHCP and community 
planning partner representatives form part of the strategy planning 
group for these plans. 

• Council policy in East Renfrewshire facilitates community use in all our 
school establishments. Letting charges are levied on community 
organisations that utilise school facilities out with school hours. 
Strategic allocation out of school hours lets will have to be considered if 
local objectives in terms of club development and increasing 
participation are to be achieved. 

• Sportscotland are well positioned to provide an outlet to showcase 
examples of good practice in facility provision through Partners 
Meetings as most of these projects applying for sports lottery funding. 

• Patterns of use of community facilities in other European countries 
differ greatly to those in Scotland. In many countries community clubs 
operate from council facilities.  Councils maintain the facilities but 
community clubs run/operate the facilities independently of the local 
authority. Many of these clubs are large multi-sports clubs which 
provide pathway programmes and opportunities to participate and 
compete from early years to veteran’s levels. Successful case studies 
do exist within Scotland but these are the exceptions rather than the 
rule. The development and support of community clubs or multi-sport 
clubs would necessitate a switch of approach from provider to enabler 
for local authorities.  

 
Coaching 
 

• We generally don’t have enough qualified coaches in Scotland to 
support sport and the quality of coaching is an issue that needs to 
be addressed. The vast majority are at level 1 and these have 
minimal experience. Where in the past people would volunteer 2/3 
nights a week, volunteers today are generally only prepared to 
give up one night a week for a set number of hours. For every one 
volunteer in the past we may now require 3/4 different volunteers 
for the same amount of activity. 
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• Sports’ coaching in Scotland is not recognised as a profession that 
carries high status. It’s hard for people to make a living out of 
sports coaching. Coach education programmes in other European 
countries are far more intensive and the minimum requirements for 
gaining a coaching position are more rigorous. Most local authority 
employed coaches’ work on a sessional basis. These coaches 
usually have entry level coaching qualifications and are generally 
university/college students. Most club coaches are parents of 
junior players within the club and again these coaches are usually 
only qualified to level 1. 

• We are increasingly providing a coaching pathway for senior pupils 
within High Schools in East Renfrewshire. Our Community Sports 
Leader programmes exit into sports specific coach education 
opportunities and many of these students go on to gain sessional 
coaching work within our Sports Development programmes or 
volunteer at local club sessions.  

 
East Renfrewshire Council is committed to tackling inequalities and provides 
young people with pathways into and through sport. Sport has a unique place 
within Scottish society and it can help influence and develop positive social 
and moral values especially within young people. We recognise that some 
children are gifted in a sporting way and we have developed a framework in 
both Primary and Secondary schools to nurture and help these pupils reach 
their maximum potential. We recognise that the self esteem of pupils is 
significantly improved if they are able to demonstrate achievement through 
sporting prowess and have opportunities to represent their class, house or 
school. We operate a wide range of sporting and physical activities that 
appeal to girls, black and minority ethnic young people and children with 
additional support needs and have focused considerable attention and 
resources tackling sporting inequalities within our most deprived areas. If you 
require any further information as part of the inquiry into pathways into sport 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Ian Pye 
Quality Improvement Officer 
Sport, Leisure and Recreation  
East Renfrewshire Council 
4 November 2008 
 
 


