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European and External Relations Committee 
 

Meeting with members of the Chinese community, Thursday 27 August 2009 
 

NOTE OF MEETING 
 

Venue 
 
Wing Hong Elderly Centre, Garnethill, Glasgow 
 
Attendees 
 
Lin Chau, Honorary President, Ricefield Arts and Cultural Centre; Sam Chau, 
Head Teacher, Chinese School at Stow College; Patricia Ferguson MSP; 
Charlie Gordon MSP; Shuming Kong, Director, Greatwall Consultancy; Jie 
Song, Wangping Travel Ltd; and Sandra White. 
 
Also in attendance: Lewis McNaughton, Assistant Clerk to the Committee; and 
Lucy Keany, Project Co-ordinator, Ricefield Arts and Cultural Centre. 
 
Background 
 
1. At its meeting on 7 October 2008, the European and External Relations 

Committee agreed to undertake an inquiry into the Scottish Government’s 
strategy for engagement with China, the ‘China Plan’.  The Committee’s 
inquiry aimed to scrutinise the Government’s China Plan by assessing its 
content, approach and its implementation. 

 
2. The Committee has received evidence from a range of organisations 

across the public and private sectors in Scotland, but was also keen to 
hear the perspective of the Chinese community in Scotland.  On this basis, 
an informal meeting was arranged with a number of members of the 
Chinese community, who offered a broad representation across the arts 
and culture, education, business and tourism sectors. 

 
Note of discussion 
 
3. At the meeting there was discussion across a range of topics broadly 

relating to Scotland’s engagement with China.  The key points are 
summarised as follows— 

 
There was a general lack of knowledge and involvement in the China Plan 
4. Attendees had not been directly involved in the development of the 

Scottish Government’s China Plan.  A number of attendees had been 
invited to contribute to the development of the preceding Scottish 
Executive’s China Plan (launched in 2006) but had not been approached 
with regard to the current ‘refreshed’ Plan.  Whilst one attendee was aware 
of the existence of the Plan, others were not. 
 

There was support for the Plan’s scope and content 
5. All attendees welcomed the Government’s strategy for engagement with 

China and agreed with the scope and content of the Plan.  They agreed 
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that it identified realistic objectives across the key sectors of education and 
research; tourism; business and trade; and the arts and culture.  One 
attendee acknowledged that the Plan would be likely to, at least indirectly, 
benefit their business. 
 

The Plan needs to be followed up with positive action 
6. Other comments focused on the importance of following up the Plan with 

useful and practical action.  It was suggested that for the Plan to be 
successful, the motivation of those involved in implementing it had to be 
maintained in order for it to be effective and to yield results. 
 

Engagement with the Chinese community in Scotland 
7. Attendees understood that the Plan’s overriding objective is to promote 

Scotland’s relationship with China.  They considered, however, that it was 
also important for the Scottish Government to engage more effectively with 
the Chinese community in Scotland. 
 

8. Whilst it was acknowledged that it can sometimes be difficult to engage 
with the Chinese community in Scotland, it was suggested that either the 
China Plan be expanded to include a strategy for such engagement or a 
separate Government strategy be developed.  To assist in the 
development of any strategy, it was suggested that the Government and 
Government agencies should seek to establish a dialogue with the 
Chinese community. 
 

Scotland has much to offer China 
9. All attendees agreed that Scotland had a lot to offer China and that Sino-

Scottish engagement was possible across a wide range of interests, 
including life sciences, education and culture.  They did not regard 
Scotland’s comparative size to China as a problem and considered that 
the critical issues were more to do with how Scotland promotes itself in 
China and about ensuring that the right people are in place to take this 
forward. 
   

Engagement with young Chinese people is vital 
10. Scotland’s visibility in China was also discussed.  There was agreement 

that in order to build a long-term Sino-Scottish relationship it was vital to 
engage with, in particular, young Chinese people.  In establishing such 
links it was suggested that whilst traditional aspects of Scottish culture 
such as tartan and whisky were important, young people were likely to be 
attracted by more progressive aspects of Scottish arts and culture.  It was 
also suggested that thought needed to be given to the ways in which these 
messages are communicated and marketed to younger people – television 
broadcasting was regarded as a particularly effective method.  Also, 
student and teacher exchanges were highlighted as a good way of 
encouraging engagement between younger generations. 

 
11. It was also suggested that more needed to be done to raise the profile of 

Scotland in China and suggested that the Scottish Government and its 
agencies, including SDI and VisitScotland, launch a series of media 
promotional events in China.  It was suggested that these events should 
be strategically planned and targeted at different regions of China and at 
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different age groups of Chinese, taking account of different interests 
in Scotland. 

 
Engagement with a geographical focus could include smaller cities 
12. In view of the resources available, there was discussion about the need to 

focus engagement on particular Chinese geographical regions (the China 
Plan specifically refers to the development of links between Scotland and 
Shandong Province).  Attendees referred to the successful sister-city 
partnerships that some Scottish local authorities had developed with 
Chinese municipal governments, such as the link between Angus Council 
and Yantai. 

 
13. Attendees acknowledged the large number of Chinese cities that offer 

partnership opportunities for Scottish businesses and institutions.  It was 
suggested that in seeking to engage with China, Scotland should ensure 
that it does not exclude the opportunities that might exist in smaller, less 
well known Chinese regional cities. 

 
Engagement across common themes is important 
14. Whilst engagement which has a geographical focus is important, there was 

also recognition that there is value in engaging with China across themes 
of common interest.  For example, the Ricefield Arts and Cultural Centre 
had established successful links through creative partnerships and the 
sharing of common interests between artists. 

 
Difficulties in increasing tourism links 
15. Comments suggested that increasing numbers of Chinese tourists were 

visiting Scotland.  However, the lack of direct flights between the two 
countries remained a problem.  It was also suggested that Scottish tourism 
companies could do more to meet the specific requirements of Chinese 
travellers by, for example, having an organised programme of visits and 
activities prior to arrival. 

 
16. Comments reflected that it can be difficult for Scottish tourism agencies to 

maintain close connections with Chinese tourism companies.  It was noted 
that in-market advice and support is available from the China-Britain 
Business Council, but there was a suggestion that Government agencies 
could assist to a greater extent. 
 

Support from government and politicians is key to developing partnerships 
17. There was agreement that support from the Scottish Government and from 

Scottish parliamentarians helped to establish contacts in China.  High-level 
backing from politicians by, for example, attending delegations and trade 
missions to China, was said to be an effective way of ‘opening doors’ and 
facilitating business partnerships.  It was suggested that Sino-Scottish 
parliamentary links could be further established. 

 
Lewis McNaughton 
Assistant Clerk to the Committee 
September 2009 


