
RESPONSE FROM THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thank you for your letter of 9 October to my predecessor Mike Russell MSP 
enclosing a copy of the Committee’s report on its inquiry into the Scottish 
Government’s China Plan. 
 
Firstly, in my new role as Minister for Culture and External Affairs I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the Committee for all its work with stakeholders on this 
inquiry.  In particular, I welcome the Committee’s support for the Scottish 
Government’s ongoing engagement with China. 
 
I enclose a copy of a response to the Committee's report, compiled jointly by the 
Scottish Government, Scottish Development International and VisitScotland.   
 
I hope the Committee finds the response helpful. 
 
Fiona Hyslop MSP 
Minister for Culture and External Affairs 
5 January 2010 
 

 
Inquiry into the Scottish Government's China Plan 

 
Joint response to the Committee’s Inquiry from the Scottish Government, 
Scottish Development International and VisitScotland  
 
This report has been compiled jointly by the Scottish Government, Scottish 
Development International (SDI) and VisitScotland following the European and 
External Relations Committee's report on their Inquiry into the Scottish Government's 
China Plan published on 9 October 2009. This report responds to the 
recommendations put forward in the inquiry report.  
 
We would like to draw attention to the further evidence given to the Committee by Mr 
Iain Smith MSP on 3 November 2009 following his visit to China. This evidence was 
not reflected in the inquiry report as the visit took place after the report was 
published. Mr Smith's evidence can be found at: 
 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/europe/or-09/eu09-
1202.htm#Col1246. 
 
Recommendation 1: The Committee believes that it is difficult to 
underestimate the importance of China as either an economic or political force 
in the future. It therefore welcomes the Scottish Government’s refreshed China 
Plan and the commitment of successive Scottish Governments to engage 
more with China. 
 
We welcome the Committee’s support for the Scottish Government's ongoing 
engagement with China.  
 
 



Recommendation 2: The Committee agrees that Scotland needs a China Plan, 
but considers that, for it to be most effective, the Plan needs to connect with 
the wider UK strategy for engagement with China. There is no evidence that 
this has been achieved. 
 
We agree that the China Plan needs to connect with the wider UK strategy for 
engagement with China. We agree with those that gave evidence that there are 
benefits to having a distinct Scottish strategy, and that at the same time we need to 
ensure that we are taking advantage of UK resource, expertise and access in order 
to achieve benefit for Scotland.  
 
Various UK level strategies exist for engagement with China including those of the 
FCO, the British Council, UKTI and VisitBritain. Within the China Plan we do not 
make specific reference to these strategies. However we do refer to an approach 
which will ensure Scotland makes the most of the opportunities that the UK platforms 
in China offer, and that UK departments are supporting Scotland’s priority interests 
where possible.  
 
There are examples of the way in which we work that offer the Committee evidence 
of close connections to UK efforts in China: 
 
• The existence of the Scottish Government's Scottish Affairs Office within the 

British Embassy promotes close working with the UK and we have a relationship 
with the Chinese Government that is part of the overall UK relationship. The First 
Secretary Scottish Affairs works closely alongside UK colleagues. SDI's 
representatives have excellent working relationships with the UKTI teams 
particularly in Beijing, Shanghai and Hong Kong. VisitBritain actively represents 
and supports VisitScotland in China. 

 
• We have a close relationship with the Far Eastern Group of FCO in London. We 

seek their support on economic and political analysis and on dealing with 
particularly sensitive issues such as Taiwan, Tibet and human rights. All Scottish 
Ministers who have visited China in the past four years have met with the British 
Ambassador or Deputy Ambassador, have been briefed on UK-China 
engagement and received advice on Scotland’s engagement in China. 

 
• Our co-operation with the Chinese Ministry of Education (MoE) is brought 

together under a Memorandum of Understanding signed between the Scottish 
Government and the Chinese MoE. Paragraph 2 of the MOU states 'Both sides 
recognise that this Memorandum of Understanding…is established under the 
auspices of the Framework Agreement on Educational Co-operation Partnership 
between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland and the Government of the People’s Republic of China signed on 18 
January 2008 in Beijing'. In this context it is clear that we are recognising the 
benefits of positioning Scottish activity in harmony with the UK strategy as 
suggested in paragraph 21 of the Committee Report. This MOU was negotiated 
by representatives of the British Council and the Scottish Government who 
worked together to achieve this result. The Scottish Government also participates 
in UK initiatives such as PMI2 and the China Study Programme. 

 



• A priority for the FCO and the British Council in 2010 is Shanghai Expo. We are 
working closely with the FCO and British Council in Edinburgh, London and 
Shanghai to develop a wide-ranging, uniquely Scottish contribution to the overall 
UK programme of events. This will ensure that Scotland is making a contribution 
to the overall success of the UK programme, and also benefiting from the 
platform that the UK is offering to enhance Scotland's visibility during the Expo 
period. 

 
• In March 2009 we worked in co-operation with the British Council in Beijing to 

deliver a film festival - Scottish Cinema of Dreams - co-curated by Mark Cousins 
and Tilda Swinton. The Festival was a huge success engaging with a large 
number of film professionals and students whilst also reaching several million 
people through the Chinese media. It was through finding common ground within 
our respective strategies that we were able to establish such a productive 
partnership with the British Council.  
 

• SDI recognises the importance of a range of UK partners – in particular UKTI and 
the China-British Business Council (CBBC). SDI has a track record of working 
closely with both organisations in China to create opportunities to develop 
Scotland's profile and build relationships in support of Scotland's economic 
development. Recent examples include: 

 
• co-hosting a Risk Management Seminar with UKTI and City of London during 

the Lord Mayor of London’s visit in June 2009; 
• partnering with UKTI for the International Ocean Energy Symposium 2009, in 

Harbin in September - a gathering of the best marine academic talent in 
Mainland China, supported at national level; 

• working in partnership with UKTI to develop a strong Scottish presence at 
China Wind Power 2009 in September 2009 – the mission joined by Iain 
Smith MSP; and 

• working in partnership with CBBC to deliver a seminar to promote Scottish 
renewables strengths to over 100 Chinese companies, industry associations 
and media. Eight Scottish companies and universities were present. This 
event has resulted in several visits back to Scotland from Chinese companies 
and facilitated discussions between Scottish and Chinese energy companies. 
CBBC’s Director in China describes this as the best event he has been to in 
China. 

 
• VisitScotland recognises the importance of working with UK partners as most 

Chinese visitors coming to Scotland will do so as part of a visit to the UK.  This 
promotional activity includes:    

 
• attendance at Destination Britain, a travel show held in China.  VisitScotland 

partners with VisitBritain to promote Scotland within the overall Britain brand; 
and 

• organisation of familiarisation trips for the Chinese travel trade to coincide with 
the British Travel Trade Fair.  VisitScotland works with VisitBritain to ensure 
that the familiarisation trip programmes include a Scotland element. 

 



• VisitScotland also works closely with VisitBritain on core issues such as Approved 
Destination Status regulations, and regulations regarding visas for Chinese 
tourists visiting the UK. 

 
Recommendation 3: The Committee welcomes the China Plan’s focus on 
particular sectors and areas of expertise where Scotland has a real 
competitive edge in the global market.  
 
We welcome the Committee's support for this approach. This focus is fundamental to 
the approaches of the Scottish Government, SDI and VisitScotland. We will continue 
to channel our efforts to focus on key sectors where we see the greatest fit with 
opportunities in China and benefit to the Scottish economy. 
 
Recommendation 4: On the China Plan’s geographical focus, evidence 
highlighted the importance of engaging with China’s growth cities (second-tier 
or regional cities), where opportunities for expansion exist and there is less 
international competition. The Committee welcomes the Scottish 
Government’s commitment to build on the links established by the previous 
Scottish administration in Shandong Province, but is unclear as to what 
tangible progress has been made in this respect. The Committee recommends 
that the Government undertakes an evaluation of the Sino-Scottish partnership 
in Shandong in order to assess whether resources should continue to be 
focused in this region or if other target areas, such as Tianjin – which the 
Chinese Government is developing as China’s third major economic centre – 
may represent better opportunities for ‘getting in early’. 
 
We welcome the Committee's support to Scottish activity in Shandong Province. The 
Scottish Government's relationship with Shandong Province offers a special platform 
for engagement. We have used this platform where we consider that collaboration 
with Shandong offers the best opportunity for Scottish engagement (when compared 
with other geographical locations).  
 
The main areas of opportunity established to date in Shandong Province are in the 
life sciences and education sectors. A brief summary of recent progress in Shandong 
is provided at Annex 1. 
  
It should be noted that our commitment as outlined within the China Plan is to ‘work 
across a wide geographical area developing relationships and pursuing those 
opportunities that offer maximum benefit for Scottish stakeholders’. This means that 
we encourage the development of the best opportunities regardless of the 
geographical location. This includes working in second tier or regional cities including 
those in Shandong and elsewhere. 
 
In our efforts to find the best opportunities for Scotland we are happy to explore 
opportunities in Tianjin. We already have good connections with Tianjin Municipal 
Government which we can build on. The Scottish Minister for Transport visited 
Tianjin on his recent visit to China (September 2009) and Heng An Standard Life is 
headquartered there. We do not currently have plans to establish a general 
government-to-government relationship with Tianjin. We’ve been clear that other 
things being equal we don’t see the co-operation agreement model as the best way 



to work with our partners; in practice this too often equates to a blanket approach 
which raises unrealistic or distracting expectations. Our preferred approach is 
instead to develop specific agreements and projects based on focused opportunities. 
We will explore and report back to the Committee on where we believe the 
opportunities for Scotland in Tianjin are.   

 
In addition to Shandong Province and Tianjin Municipality we believe that it is 
important to explore opportunities for Scotland in China's other regional cities. In 
2008 UKTI and CBBC produced a report titled Opportunities for UK Businesses in 
China's Regional Cities (http://ukinchina.fco.gov.uk/en/doing-business/help-for-uk-
companies/business-opportunities/regional-cities) which offers a good starting point 
for both Government and business to assess the opportunities that regional cities 
might offer Scottish interests. SDI will build on this work to develop and deliver an 
engagement strategy with other key regional cities. 
 
Scottish business and institutions are already active in a large number of key 
regional cities. Since April 2009 SDI has been active in developing projects in 
Tianjin, Jinan, Qingdao, Hangzhou, Shenzhen Nanjing and Wuxi. These projects 
cover a range of opportunities in our key sectors and include the recent signing of an 
MOU on science and technology cooperation between Scotland and Shandong in 
Jinan, potential development of a joint stem cell laboratory in Wuxi (extension of the 
stem cell collaboration between Peking and Edinburgh universities) and 
development of relations with key wind turbine manufacturers in Tianjin and 
Hangzhou which have resulted in a number of visits to further dialogue with Scottish 
companies in renewable energy co-operation. 
 
Scottish academic institutions are active in many cities including Beijing, Shanghai, 
Chengdu, Kunming, Chongqing, Mianyang, Tianjin, Shenzhen, Dalian,  Xi’an, 
Huizhou, Wuhan and Qingdao. The British Council in Scotland, with the support of 
the Scottish Funding Council and the Scottish Government, is about to pilot 
sustained programmes of education collaboration in Qingdao and development in 
renewable energy and creative industries in Wuhan. 

 
Recommendation 5: The China Plan needs some specific and ambitious 
targets. Too many of the existing targets seek only to “increase” activity. The 
Committee believes that there should be targets for business and academic 
collaboration and for attracting Chinese students to Scotland. 
 
Education targets 
We understand the Committee’s concern about the absence of numerical targets for 
education objectives 1 and 2 – a point we considered carefully when the China Plan 
was refreshed. There are many factors that will influence the number of Chinese 
language learners in Scotland, the development of student numbers and institution-
to-institution collaborations. These include the availability of qualified Chinese 
teachers, the capacity of Scottish institutions, the Sterling-RMB exchange rate, the 
increase or decrease in number of university places made available by the Chinese 
Government in China, Chinese Ministry of Education regulations, mutual recognition 
and the immigration system which is not a devolved area. These are factors that are 
beyond the control of the Scottish Government. We consider therefore that any 
targets would be arbitrary and would not offer us any value. Our preference is for an 



outcome-based approach in line with the approach taken in the National 
Performance Framework. We are clear on our high level target (e.g. to increase in 
Chinese students studying in Scotland). As part of this commitment there are various 
interventions which contribute to this high level target - some of which the Scottish 
Government is responsible for. For example, the Scottish Government funds and 
oversees the Saltire Scholarships programme and is able to measure its success. 
 
Trade and investment targets 
The targets for the business-related objectives 5 and 6 are aligned to SDI’s headline 
global targets for internationalisation of Scottish companies and investment into 
Scotland. These targets also reflect SDI's understanding of the long-term nature of 
developing opportunities for Scotland and Scottish businesses in China and the 
importance of facilitating relationships between Scottish and Chinese companies to 
collaborate for the economic benefit of Scotland. 
 
SDI’s targets are set at the global level and cascaded through the business annually 
to individual markets. The headline targets are not adjusted at a country level. 
 
SDI is committed to ensuring its targets and measures are ambitious and fit for 
purpose and is happy to consider the Committee’s advice as new approaches are 
developed. SDI is currently developing a broader suite of measures to allow SDI to 
report on the growth in turnover of Scottish companies and institutions from 
international activity globally. They will enhance this work by developing targets 
appropriate for developing markets such as China – e.g. measures that capture the 
increase of mergers and acquisitions activity from China, India and other developing 
markets and the potential benefits to Scotland. 
 
The Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee will be carrying out a review of SDI’s 
activity in 2010. Given SDI’s global rather than country-based approach to 
development of measures and targets, SDI will await the recommendations from that 
review before implementing changes to China-related targets.  
 
SDI will commit to leading some research to establish and make available the 
baselines required for objective 5 (part 2) and objective 6. 
 
Recommendation 6: The Committee is also concerned by the lack of financial 
information included in the China Plan and the lack of baseline figures for a 
number of objectives (objectives 1, 2, 5 and 6). The Committee recommends 
that the China Plan is revised to take account of these points, which will 
enable the delivery of the Plan to be properly measured and assessed in 
future. 
 
At the time that the China Plan was published, certain baseline figures had not been 
established. The current position is as follows: 
 
Objective 1: 
The baseline for the number of pupils taking Chinese qualifications was in place at 
the time the plan was published. 
 



The baseline for perceptions of Chinese language and culture is in place from 2006. 
Our original intention was to build school-specific measures into a biannual 
perceptions survey. However, due to budget pressures we took the decision not to 
undertake this work. Instead we are using proxies as evidence of an increase in 
activity, which should lead to a positive change in perceptions. Proxies include the 
number of Confucius classrooms established and the number of school links in 
place. Baselines for these proxies are available. 
 
Objective 2: 
The baseline for the number of Chinese students studying in Scotland is in place. 
The baseline for the number of Scottish students studying in China has since been 
established and is available. 
 
Objectives 5 and 6: 
SDI has committed to leading the necessary research to establish more 
comprehensive baselines going forward. Timescales for this activity are currently 
being discussed. 
 
As activity relating to all China Plan objectives comes from a wide variety of budgets 
held by the Scottish Government, Scottish and UK government agencies and a wide 
range of stakeholders it is not practical to assign a budget to each objective. 
 
Recommendation 7: The Committee heard evidence that indicated that there 
has been a failure in selling the concept of Scotland in China and that further 
work needs to be done, particularly by VisitScotland (in close collaboration 
with Scottish Development International (SDI), the China-Britain Business 
Council and the Scottish Council for Development and Industry) to increase 
Scotland’s visibility in China. The Committee recommends that the Scottish 
Government and its agencies need to make further progress to resolve these 
fundamental issues. 
 
The evidence offered on this issue seems to be divided between those who consider 
it necessary to deliver a coherent and co-ordinated message about Scotland, and 
those who think we should deliver differentiated messages to different audiences at 
different times. Our emphasis to date has been on the latter approach in order to 
deliver relevant messages to specific target audiences in priority sectors, for the 
economic benefit of Scotland, and in the context of ensuring best value from spend 
in China. We will continue to consider where the former approach might be 
appropriate, and to consider increasing use of Chinese media, particularly TV, to 
deliver appropriate messages. We are conscious however that this would have a 
significant impact on resources, particularly if working with PR agencies to develop 
media profile.  
 
We do believe that we have made good progress in improving Scotland's visibility 
amongst priority audiences over the past three years and have achieved extensive 
coverage already in the Chinese media which those giving evidence would not 
necessarily be aware of. We therefore do not agree with the judgement that there 
has been a ‘failure’ in this respect. For example, in March-May 2009 alone Team 
Scotland worked on a wide range of events and visits in China substantially raising 
Scotland's visibility. This included: 



 
• a visit by the First Minister of Scotland and the Cabinet Secretary for Education 

and Lifelong Learning;  
• a Scottish Council for Development and Industry (SCDI) trade mission supported 

by SDI;  
• the Scottish Cinema of Dreams Film Festival in partnership with Edinburgh and 

Napier Universities, British Council and Scottish Screen fronted by Mark Cousins 
and Tilda Swinton;  

• VisitScotland launch of golf membership package;  
• Whisky Live media event; receptions in Beijing and Shanghai hosted by the First 

Minister;  
• a visit by Sir Ian Wilmut to launch stem cell agreement between Peking University 

and Edinburgh University; opening of Sgurr Energy office;  
• the launch of Scottish Government-Chinese Ministry of Education PhD research 

programme with support from the British Council; and 
• a tour by Scottish Ballet.  

 
The majority of these events secured significant media coverage for Scotland in 
China as evidenced in media evaluation carried out for many of these activities. 
 
In addition, there was significant interest from the Chinese media in the programmes 
of both the First Minister and Cabinet Secretary during their visit in April. The media 
events in Hong Kong, Shanghai and Beijing saw interviews, media briefings and 
news conferences attended by well in excess of 200 journalists from a wide range of 
national, local, and specialist media. 

 
These included the China-wide broadcaster CCTV, the main state news agency in 
China (Xinhau news agency), and some of the country’s biggest circulation 
newspapers including: 
 
• Beijing Evening News (1.2 million); 
• Shanghai Times (700 thousand); and  
• South China Morning Post (320 thousand). 

 
The combined reach of the print media who attended the various events is well in 
excess of 10 million readers, with estimated potential reach for TV coverage of well 
in excess of 100 million viewers. 
 
In the education sector we have ensured a Scottish Government presence 
alongside 30 other countries at education exhibitions taking place twice a year in a 
total of (on average) 10 cities per year across China attracting a total of 
approximately 165,000 visitors. Our presence reinforces the work of our institutions 
and allows us to raise Scotland's profile as a distinctive place to live, study and work, 
amongst students and the parents of students considering overseas study. We have 
reached further audiences through our Chinese language website with up to 10,000 
page views per month over the last 12 months.  

 
Through the promotion of Scottish Government funded-bursaries and scholarships 
(e.g. the Saltire Scholarships; the Scotland-China Higher Education Research 



Partnership for PhD Studies programme) promoted widely through the Chinese 
media and British Council website we are reaching thousands of potential students.  
 
We take advantage of all Ministerial visits to raise the profile of Scotland through the 
Chinese media. In the food and drink sector for example, we maximised upon the 
First Minister's visit to China to organise a press briefing and whisky tasting for 
media, raising awareness and generating 62 articles in 59 different Chinese media.  
In the financial services sector SDI has worked to raise Scotland’s profile as the 
European centre of asset management in China and has managed a range of 
activities to increase Scotland’s visibility amongst relevant target audiences:  
 
• Scotland: Centre for Asset Management in Europe was held in Shanghai in 

September 2008 and was opened by John Swinney, Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance and Sustainable Growth. Sino-Scotland Asset Management Forum was 
held in Shanghai in April 2009, opened by the First Minister. The events were 
attended by 200 and 150 guests respectively from asset management companies 
in China (mostly ones with QDII licenses) including fund management companies, 
security houses, investment arms of insurance companies, trust companies and 
private equity companies. 
  

• A number of Scottish Fund Managers leveraged the opportunities to showcase 
their own companies. 
 

• Both events received the strong support of the Director of Shanghai Municipal 
Financial Service Office, a key figure in China’s financial services sector. As a 
result of these events several Scottish fund managers have secured business in 
China. SDI delivered a further Scottish Asset Management Workshop in 
November 2009 in partnership with Shanghai Pudong Finance Office to continue 
promotion of Scottish fund managers to potential Chinese business partners.  

 
In the life sciences sector, SDI China has been promoting Scotland as a top global 
research and development centre, substantially improving Scotland’s visibility 
amongst key target audiences. During the past three years, SDI has: 
 
• taken part in 10 major life sciences conferences/events in China, with over 50,000 

attendees in total;  
• made connections to more than 200 Chinese life sciences companies; and 
• developed relationships with the top 10 pharmaceutical companies in this market.  

 
Events SDI has been engaged in include the following:  
 
• SDI presented at the China-Europe Life Sciences Partnering Forum in 2007. 

 
• SDI hosted the Scotland-China Diabetes Forum in partnership with Fudan 

University, New Summit Biopharma, and Luye Pharma in 2009. 
 

• SDI hosted the first Scotland-China Stem Cell conference in 2009, opened by the 
First Minister. This event marked a significant collaboration in stem cell research 
between Peking University and Edinburgh University. A follow-up symposium took 



place in September 2009 in Edinburgh where an MOU was signed between Wuxi, 
Peking University and Edinburgh University for the establishment of a stem cell 
institute in China. Professor Ian Wilmut described SDI’s support as invaluable in 
achieving this result. 
 

• In September 2009, SDI hosted the Scotland-Shandong Life Sciences 
Collaborative Forum in partnership with the Shandong Provincial Government 
Department of Science and Technology. The event was opened by SDI’s CEO, 
Lena Wilson, and marked the signing of an MOU on life sciences and wider 
scientific collaboration between Scotland and Shandong Province. 

 
In the renewable energy sector SDI has been promoting Scottish energy and 
renewable energy capabilities in China over the past three years in response to 
increased investment in power generation, transmission, distribution infrastructure 
and interest in renewable energy solutions from the Chinese Government. This has 
substantially increased Scotland’s visibility in the sector amongst key, relevant 
audiences. 
 
• In June 2007 SDI organized a dialogue with the Ministry of Science and 

Technology (MOST) and leading Chinese academics for four Scottish universities 
to explore cooperation in wind, marine and fuel cells. SDI organised a research 
tour to Scotland for a number of the Chinese universities to follow up potential 
cooperation with Scottish universities in May 2008.  
 

• In October 2008 SDI participated in the China Wind Power Expo 2008 in Beijing, 
with six Scottish companies. 
 

• In April 2009 SDI partnered with CBBC to deliver a renewable energy forum in 
Beijing with an audience of over 100 Chinese energy companies and energy 
operators. 

 
• Since April 2009 SDI has established relations with China's top wind turbine 

manufacturers and also organised a number of on/offshore wind missions to 
Scotland to explore bilateral cooperation. 
 

• In October 2009 SDI partnered with UKTI to include Scottish participation in China 
Wind Power 2009. 
 

• Through SDI’s consistent promotion, Scotland is recognised as having a leading 
global position in developing offshore wind energy resources and marine energy. 
This has helped to raise the profile of some specific Scottish 
companies/universities including SeaEnergy Renewables, SgurrEnergy, 
SSE/Airtricity, AREG, Edinburgh University, Strathclyde University, Napier 
University (biomass) and St. Andrews University (fuelcell). 

 
In the tourism sector: When considering the promotion of Scotland in China, it is 
important to bear in mind that the majority of potential visitors to Scotland will book 
their travel through a travel agent rather than independently. It is therefore important 
that promotion of Scotland is targeted appropriately and cost effectively. Rather than 
engaging in highly visible consumer campaigns, VisitScotland focuses its attention 



primarily on the travel trade to ensure that Scotland appears in tour operators’ 
programmes and brochures. Specific examples of this activity include: 
 
• ScotsAgents Programme: building on the success of its North American training 

programme for travel agents specialising in Scotland, VisitScotland launched a 
Chinese language version of its ScotsAgents programme in 2007.  Dedicated 
destination training for more than 80 travel agents has been carried out to date. 
As part of this dedicated training, VisitScotland provided the travel trade in China 
with specialised Homecoming Scotland 2009 programmes and an online toolkit. 
 

• E-communications Programme: VisitScotland has launched a monthly trade 
communication - bookingscotland.com - which contains product updates for all 
travel trade across China. 
 

• Sales Missions: VisitScotland works with Scottish partners to undertake sales 
missions to China. Since 2005 VisitScotland has held sales missions in Beijing, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou and Hong Kong. These sales missions are a key example 
of how VisitScotland works with private sector partners and other agencies 
including the Scottish Government and SDI. The most recent example of this type 
of activity is the sales mission that took place in April 2009, co-ordinated in 
partnership with the Scottish Government and SDI. 

 
• Travel Shows: VisitScotland also attends key travel shows in China such as 

China International Travel Mart, Beijing International Tourism Expo and Luxury 
Travel. In addition, working with UK partner VisitBritain, VisitScotland attends 
Destination Britain, the UK's biggest business to business event for the Asia 
Pacific region. 
 

• Familiarisation trips: VisitScotland has hosted more than 160 Chinese operators 
to its main travel trade fair VisitScotland Expo in Scotland. In addition to having 
the opportunity to meet with more than 250 Scottish suppliers at the trade fair 
itself, Chinese operators take part in familiarisation trips across Scotland so that 
they can experience the product for themselves. As a result of this activity we 
know that a number of Scotland programmes have been introduced into Chinese 
operators’ brochures. 

 
Whilst the main focus of our activity is the travel trade, we do work to engage 
consumers directly.  We do so by working with the media to generate PR coverage 
in a cost-effective way. Key highlights from this activity include: 
 
• VisitScotland secured a visit from the China Print Media Group in August 2009.  

Comprising six journalists from some of China’s top travel and lifestyle 
publications, the final coverage resulting from this visit hit a circulation of more 
than five million in China, including a major piece in the China Global Times. 
 

• VisitScotland secured a press trip from Central China Television to film the 
Gathering. Coverage for the event and for Homecoming was immediate, with 
footage broadcast on 25 July 2009 and a further five broadcasts the following 
week, with an audience reach of more than 100 million for each broadcast. 
 



• Central China Television returned to Scotland for the Homecoming Finale 
Weekend celebrations. 
 

• VisitScotland secured a visit from National Geographic China to Scotland in May 
2009. Their focus was on the Homecoming theme of Great Minds and Innovation. 
China’s National Geographic is a highly respected publication with a circulation of 
200,000. 

 
Other targeted consumer activity is focused on particular segments such as golf. In 
recognition of the growing number of wealthy golfers in China, VisitScotland 
launched the Scottish Prestige Golf Club in April 2009. The potential of the Chinese 
golf market is significant. China has a national golf database of more than 1 million 
registered Chinese golfers. These golfers are almost exclusively in the top 10% of 
earners.  VisitScotland developed the Scottish Prestige Golf Club in order to 
increase the value of high yield golf tourism from China by creating an exclusive 
Scottish affinity members’ club, offering overseas membership of prestigious Scottish 
Golf Clubs. 
 
Supporting the above activity, VisitScotland produces a Chinese language consumer 
brochure. 
 
Recommendation 8: The Committee is concerned about the failings identified 
by some witnesses in the performance of SDI. On this basis, the Committee 
recommends that the Government and SDI work to ensure that SDI is better 
able to provide the level of support for Scottish businesses and institutions at 
a level that is comparable to UK organisations, such as UK Trade & 
Investment. The Committee recognises that SDI has a major role in the 
implementation of the China Plan and believes that it should work more 
closely with the China-Britain Business Council to provide a better service to 
Scottish organisations seeking to internationalise. 
 
SDI welcomes the Committee’s recognition of SDI’s role in developing Scotland’s 
engagement with China. They are very happy to further develop strategic 
collaboration with CBBC and discuss further opportunities to maximise joint 
resources and establish a more effective approach for Scotland.  
Currently SDI has a service level agreement with CBBC where £25,000 per year of 
services is commissioned by SDI from CBBC. This work ranges from awareness 
raising seminars in Scotland through tailored research on specific sectoral 
opportunities to the co-development of events such as the recent renewable energy 
event in Beijing during the First Minister's April visit. SDI agrees that further work with 
CBBC to widen China awareness raising and internationalisation programmes to 
Scottish companies should be considered and is committed to exploring this 
opportunity in coming months. 
 
UKTI has a staff body of over 90 in Mainland China compared to SDI's head count of 
six in Mainland China. SDI makes the most of this UKTI resource by working closely 
with the UKTI team, seeking to be supportive rather than competitive in securing the 
best outcome for Scottish companies. SDI recognises that it is entirely appropriate 



that there are different kinds of services offered to UK companies by UKTI and by 
SDI.  
 
SDI appreciates and supports the approach of large financial services institutions 
engaging with UK partners to secure results in the China market. SDI genuinely 
believes in working effectively with and learning from UK partners and working 
closely with UKTI especially with regards to financial services opportunities. 

 
SDI's role should be to focus on maintaining good relationships with all Scottish 
companies and intervening where we can add most value. An example is in the fund 
management sector (see examples of SDI interventions mentioned above).  
 
SDI refutes the suggestion that they do not understand what business want and do 
not cultivate the relationships necessary to support the development of effective 
relationships for Scottish companies. SDI has delivered tailored support to over 300 
companies over the past three years and has worked with 60 companies and 
universities already this financial year (2009/10). 
 
• Redeem, Sgurr, Touch Bionics, Aberdeen Asset Management and Martin Currie 

are just a few of the companies that have benefited from SDI support so far this 
year. Support has included advice to reconfigure business models; product launch 
and PR support; introductions to potential partners, customers, suppliers and 
Globalscots; and identification of potential company investors.  
 

• Neogen Europe and its partner Adgen in Beijing are examples of companies that 
are very grateful for SDI support. They secured final agreement for a Neogen 
Europe/CAIQ Joint Plant Health Laboratory following successful meetings 
between the First Minister and the Minister of the Chinese Government’s General 
Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine during the First 
Minister's visit to China in April 2009. 
 

• In April 2009, seven Scottish medical device companies including one university 
participated in an SDI-led mission to China Medical Equipment Fare in Shenzhen 
- the most highly attended medical device event in the world - to project Scotland’s 
medical devices and technology companies into one of the fastest growing 
markets for medical and healthcare products. Feedback to date indicates that four 
companies are expecting to have developed GBP0.5m-GBP1m of new business, 
while Omega Diagnostics is anticipating GBP1-2m.  
 

• Over 10 delegations of Chinese companies have visited Scotland already in 
financial year 2009/10, all of which are looking to develop investment 
opportunities and collaboration with Scottish companies and universities. A further 
ten missions are already planned to take place before the end of 2009/10. This 
will see SDI double the number of investor visits to Scotland this year. The 
majority of these visits are tailored to explore detailed opportunities in life 
sciences, renewable energy and financial services – reflecting SDI’s targeted 
approach to focusing on Scotland’s priority sectors. 

 



• The committee may also wish to refer to the separate letter sent by Standard Life 
following the issue of the Committee’s report in reference to the emphasis given in 
the report to Standard Life’s evidence to the Committee. See 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/europe/inquiries/scotgovchinapla
n/documents/ChinPlanReport_StandardLife.pdf 

 
Recommendation 9: The Committee welcomes the Scottish Government’s 
intention, as outlined in the China Plan, to establish stakeholder groups to 
review China activities, to reassess the direction of the Government’s strategy 
and to facilitate cross-sector working. The Committee is, however, concerned 
by the view expressed in some evidence that the Government has been slow 
to follow through on this commitment. On this basis, the Committee 
recommends that the Government moves quickly to establish the various 
stakeholder groups and to set up a clearly defined structure for how these 
groups will function. 
 
Since the issue of the refreshed China Plan we have brought together stakeholder 
groups for both one-off and regular discussions. For example, the Scottish 
Government brought together representatives from the tourism sector including 
VisitScotland and the Tourism Innovation Group to agree on China-focused 
opportunities. We facilitated stakeholder dinners to inform the First Minister’s and Ms 
Hyslop’s visit to China in 2009. We have in place an education group which brings 
together Scottish Government, Scottish Qualifications Authority, Department for 
Business, Innovation and Skills (DBIS) and British Council representatives in China 
and the UK and meets via teleconference every six weeks.  
 
We are happy to establish further stakeholder groups to achieve greater returns. We 
would like to point out however that it is not always efficient to bring together 
stakeholders to discuss China only. This was clear from discussions around tourism 
where we agreed that it was relevant for the same group to discuss India-related 
strategies and that it would be more efficient to extend the remit of the group. We 
need to be clear on the purpose of all stakeholder groups, ensure they are efficient 
and fit for purpose and make the most of limited resources. It is important that such 
groups would not reduce collective impact as a result of additional administrative and 
reporting burdens.  
 
We are supportive of opportunities for sharing of experience and cross-sector 
working assuming that such forums do not become too administratively burdensome 
and are a good use of time and resources. 
Cross-sector working can take many forms. We are always happy to receive 
suggestions on cross-sector opportunities from stakeholders and to continue to 
contribute to or facilitate such groups as appropriate. We were actively engaged in 
the China Now cross-sector group and contribute to the Cross-Party China Working 
Group for example. We have also recently agreed to join a Creative Industries group 
initiated by the 48 Group Club and bringing together cross-sector representation. 
However we should emphasise that cross-sector working is also taking place without 
a Scottish Government lead, and this should continue to happen. For example, 
Scottish Financial Enterprise is co-ordinating a group from the financial services and 
education sector to consider opportunities for education and training partnerships 



with financial centres in China. In addition, British Council Scotland has co-ordinated 
a group to discuss Shanghai Expo opportunities for Scotland.  
 
Recommendation 10: The Committee also considers that, as part of the 
continuing development of the China Plan, the Government must engage with 
small and medium-sized enterprises so that their views and interests are taken 
into account. In addition, the Committee believes that engagement with the 
Chinese community in Scotland, particularly Chinese businesses, is essential 
and recommends that the Government and its agencies work to involve these 
groups as the China Plan goes forward. 
 
SDI is already engaged with small and medium enterprises (see Recommendation 
16 below). They are supportive of all opportunities for further sharing of experience 
and opportunity including engaging with the Chinese business community where 
relevant to strategic aims. 
 
Recommendation 11: The Committee strongly supports the efforts of Scottish 
local authorities, such as Angus Council, in their development of twinning 
links in China. The Committee recommends that Scottish local authorities 
work together more closely under the guidance of the Government in order 
that experience and best practice can be shared and that a more co-ordinated 
approach can be taken to engaging with Chinese regional or municipal 
governments. The Committee considers that the role of the Scottish 
Government in paving the way for local authority engagement is vital and 
recommends that the Government and its agencies should be more proactive 
in their support for encouraging local authorities to engage in a co-ordinated 
fashion with municipal or regional governments in China. Also, the Committee 
recommends that COSLA should ensure that local authorities are aware of the 
benefits of twinning links in China and should seek to engage with local 
authorities to establish a programme of seminars to allow the sharing of 
experience and best practice amongst local authorities. 
 
We welcome the interest of the Committee and of local authorities in the 
development of twinning links and are happy to continue to support such activity 
where we can add value.  
 
In June 2008 the Scottish Government co-ordinated a forum for local authorities to 
share experience in China. Given the limited number of Scottish local authorities 
actively engaged in China, and the experience of some other local authorities in 
other parts of the UK, we propose that COSLA explores the possibility of a UK-wide 
(rather than Scotland-specific) opportunity for information sharing.  
 
We see the Scottish Government's ongoing role as: 
• providing local authorities with information about potential locations to link with 

(this is best provided through the UKTI/CBBC report – Opportunities for UK 
Businesses in China’s Regional Cities (see Recommendation 4 above);   

• providing local authorities, via COSLA, with information about conferences and 
seminars that may be of interest; 



• communicating opportunities for twinning directly with local authorities or via 
COSLA; and 

• facilitating introductions and meetings with Chinese local government. 
 
Recommendation 12: The Committee acknowledges the problems raised by 
Scottish colleges concerning their lack of formal recognition by the Chinese 
Government. The Committee welcomes the Cabinet Secretary’s efforts to 
emphasise the Scottish college sector during her recent visit to China, but is 
concerned that Scottish colleges are still not on the Chinese Government’s list 
of recognised providers. The Committee recommends that the Scottish 
Government should take further steps to raise the profile of Scottish colleges 
in China and ensure that these colleges are included on the Chinese 
Government’s list of approved institutions. 
 
We are happy to raise the profile of Scottish colleges through education exhibitions, 
production of materials and through the Chinese media alongside ministerial visits.  
 
It is clear however that Scottish colleges, like Scottish businesses, need to establish 
where their competitive edge is in China in order to develop their business. Elmwood 
College is an example of a Scottish college that has a clear niche in China (in golf-
related training) and has been successful in developing its business in this sector. 
SDI’s education team based in Glasgow is able to support Scottish colleges in 
developing business plans for the most appropriate markets for the college. 
The absence of UK (not just Scottish) colleges from the Chinese Ministry of 
Education's approved list of colleges is an ongoing issue. British Council, National 
Academic Recognition Information Centres and DBIS are still working to establish 
mutual recognition of Chinese and UK colleges. On a practical level this is not 
preventing partnerships at an institution-to-institution level. Colleges are still able to 
come to China and explore a wide range of partnership models. Elmwood College 
for example is not on a list of approved institutions but this has not prevented the 
development of partnerships with key Chinese institutions.  

In the meantime, the short-term solution for Scotland’s colleges is a letter from 
Scottish Government stating the bona fide status of the particular college.  

Recommendation 13: Evidence highlighted some of the challenges that exist 
for Scottish tourism companies in enabling Chinese tourists to come to 
Scotland and, in particular, the complex process for obtaining accreditation 
with the China National Tourism Administration. Whilst the Committee 
recognises that the accreditation of Scottish tourism agencies is part of a UK-
wide issue, it considers that the process could be made easier. Furthermore, 
the Committee notes evidence which indicated that other countries have been 
able to develop better arrangements through raising the profile of their tourism 
operators and recommends that the Scottish Government and VisitScotland 
supports Scottish tourism in similar ways. 
 
The process for obtaining accreditation with the China National Tourism 
Administration (CNTA) is not complex.  For inbound operators wishing to ground 
handle groups on their arrival in the UK/Scotland, there is information on the 



VisitBritain website about the conditions which must be met before being accredited.  
The conditions include providing a three-year trading history and demonstrating that 
there have been no issues surrounding visas with clients applying for entry to other 
countries.  VisitScotland works with VisitBritain and is updated on new operators that 
have received Approved Destination Status (ADS) accreditation. 
 
For Chinese outbound operators, the process is similar.  It is the responsibility of the 
CNTA and the UK Borders Agency to determine which operators received 
accreditation. VisitScotland works with the UK Borders Agency and invites them to 
meet with operators in China to undertake training seminars to assist ADS operators 
understand the visa application process. 
 
Details about ADS can be found at Question 12 on the following link: 
http://www.visitbritain.org/opportunitiesadvice/marketingfaqs.aspx  
 
The application form for UK operators that wish to become ADS operators is found at 
the following link: 
http://www.visitbritain.org/Images/VB Approved Supplier List Application_tcm139-
168130.doc  
 
Recommendation 14: The Committee also considers that the Scottish 
Government should be actively seeking to encourage direct flights to Scotland 
from China.  
 
We welcome the Committee’s support and interest in establishing direct air links 
between Scotland and China. It is understandable that those giving evidence are not 
necessarily aware of the efforts of the Scottish Government in negotiating such links.  
 
The Scottish Government has been in discussion with Chinese airlines since 2008. 
At the World Route Development Forum in Beijing in September 2009, Scottish 
Government officials met with representatives from Air China, China Eastern 
Airlines, China Southern Airlines, Cathay Pacific and Hainan Airlines to promote the 
potential benefits of direct services between Scotland and China, and provided 
detailed airline/route specific passenger forecasts for direct and onward transfer 
services. Scottish Government officials targeted airlines that were likely to fly such 
services to Scotland, taking into account their publicly-stated network strategy and 
current/future use of aircraft types that could deliver viable non-stop operations.  
 
The Scottish Minister for Transport, Mr Stewart Stevenson, visited China in 
September to coincide with the World Route Development Forum, as part of a wider 
transport-related visit. Whilst in Beijing he discussed the potential for a direct 
Scotland/China service with the Civil Aviation Administration of China and with the 
Chinese Vice Minister for Transport. Mr Stevenson also discussed route 
development opportunities with the CEO of Beijing Capital International Airport and 
with senior representatives from the Chinese airlines.  
 
We are pleased with the progress made on promoting a direct air service, most 
recently in Beijing in September, and aim to maintain progress by continuing to 
engage directly with the main Chinese airlines and with the UK Department for 
Transport on the UK-China air transport strategy. Whilst we remain confident that our 



ongoing efforts will be rewarded with a direct service(s) between Scotland and 
China, it is a challenge which should not be underestimated and it is not possible to 
put a definitive timescale on when a new route will materialise. Long-haul route 
development in China is at a relatively early stage and the main priority of Chinese 
airlines at this time is to establish good primary destination connections, for example 
to Heathrow, and then enhance these. It is extremely important therefore that, in 
preparing for economic recovery, we position Scotland at the front of the secondary 
airport queue for new services to China.  
 
Recommendation 15: In addition, the Committee is concerned that Scottish 
tourism companies are not meeting the needs of Chinese tourists as 
effectively as should be expected. The Committee agrees with the suggestion 
made in evidence that a toolkit be developed for Scottish businesses to assist 
them in understanding and meeting the demands of Chinese visitors. The 
Committee recommends that VisitScotland should take this forward in 
conjunction with its various tourism partners in Scotland. 
 
The Scottish Government is currently working with the Tourism Innovation Group to 
put in place a China Tourism Toolkit. This will include recommendations and 
resources for Scottish accommodation providers to draw upon to tailor their services 
to suit the Chinese visitor. 
 
Recommendation 16: The Committee considers that supporting small and 
medium-sized enterprises is vitally important if Scotland is to develop 
meaningful links and partnerships with Chinese businesses. The Committee 
considers that many such businesses in Scotland have a marketable product 
to offer the Chinese market and is concerned that, without specialist support, 
these companies will not be able to realise their potential. 
 
Agreed. SDI supports the engagement with and support to SMEs to raise awareness 
of opportunities and seek to support them, along with our partners to exploit 
opportunities. SDI globally and in China in particular is seeking to ensure we engage 
with SMEs to encourage engagement with the Chinese market at every opportunity. 
An example is the ‘Doing Business in Asia’ event which was delivered by UKTI, 
CBBC and SDI in Edinburgh in November 2009 and which will include market clinic 
sessions for Scottish business.  
The majority of company support provided directly by SDI is directed at SMEs. SDI 
seeks to direct its resources in a manner that maintains a strategic focus on priority 
industries for Scotland as well as providing the widest support to Scotland’s business 
base. SDI works closely with partners such as CBBC to ensure this coverage - 
Scottish companies can benefit from SDI’s bespoke support as well as the Overseas 
Market Introduction Service (OMIS) which is delivered for UKTI by CBBC in China. 
SDI focuses its services on those Scottish companies that are supported through 
Scottish Enterprise's (SE) account management system. SDI is currently actively 
exploring ways to widen support across the business base through increased activity 
with CBBC and other partners.  



Recommendation 17: The Committee recommends that the Government and 
particularly SDI find ways in which to engage more effectively with SMEs and 
to prepare proposals for setting up a mentoring scheme, aimed primarily at 
Scottish SMEs that would like to engage in the Chinese market but have not 
yet managed to do so. 
 
We welcome the ideas of the Committee on support for SMEs and the development 
of a mentoring scheme. It is possible that those giving evidence are not aware of the 
Globalscot network and the mentoring that many members of the network offer to 
SMEs.  
SE/SDI was responsible for setting up the Globalscot network and works actively in 
all markets to ensure that Globalscots have the opportunity to mentor companies 
seeking to enter or expand in new markets 

Globalscot members and representatives of established companies in China are 
invited by SDI at every opportunity to meet with Scottish companies visiting the 
market independently or as part of planned trade missions 

For example, in November 2009, IAB member Philip Carmichael (Director Asia 
Pacific for Haier) held a breakfast briefing seminar in Glasgow to promote the 
opportunities in China to Scottish companies and provide his advice and insight. This 
event was a partnership between SDI and CBBC and coincided with the International 
Globalscot Conference in Glasgow from 1st to 3rd November 2009. 

The GlobalScot network in Hong Kong has grown from about 10 to 30 individuals in 
last two years. The Globalscots are now highly engaged through a regular newsletter 
on local developments and news, and regularly approached for specific advice and 
introductions.  
 
A few examples of their assisting Scottish enterprises: 
 
• Robert Sheriff advised several Scottish medtech companies in Scotland, and 

attended meetings and events to advise the medtech mission of 7 Scottish 
enterprises, when they visited Hong Kong  

 
• Vincent Connor met with several Scottish companies in Scotland, and his firm 

prepared a briefing paper comparing and contrasting intellectual property in Hong 
Kong and Scotland which is now passed to Scottish companies interested in Hong 
Kong in sectors where this is a concern.   

 
• Stuart Leckie presented to 65 representatives from fund management companies 

in Scotland through an event co-ordinated with Scottish Financial Enterprise in 
March 2009; during the same trip back he also had one-to-one meetings with four 
fund management firms and was subsequently a guest speaker at the SDI hosted 
Fund Management seminar in Shanghai during the First Minister's Visit in April 

 
On the education side, two Hong Kong Globalscots hosted one Saltire Foundation 
student each for a placement during the summer of 2009. 



SDI believes that the Globalscot network provides a very rich source of mentoring for 
Scottish companies, including a vehicle for experienced company representatives in 
China to support those newer to the market. SDI is currently reviewing the 
Globalscot membership in China and seeking to identify further members who can 
enhance the pool of advice available to Scottish companies. SDI is also happy to 
explore a more comprehensive mentoring scheme as part of the development of the 
Globalscot network, and our work with partners in China. 

Recommendation 18: The Committee recognises the particular situation in 
China where carrying out business requires political support and 
underpinning. The Committee considers, therefore, that there is a significant 
role for politicians in supporting the links which businesses, universities, 
colleges, local authorities and others are seeking to make with China. 
 
Agreed. We welcome the Committee’s recognition of the value of political support to 
the development of business in China. We believe however that the evidence makes 
clear the value of both political and government support. We recommend that this 
recommendation is amended to reflect this. 
 
Over the past three years we have actively supported over 13 senior visits 
(government Ministers and senior civil servants) to China, utilising these visits to 
achieve clear outcomes in business, tourism and education sectors. We will continue 
to maximise upon the opportunities that focused political and government presence 
in China offer.  
 
Recommendation 19: The Committee supports the work that Ministers from 
both the UK and Scottish Governments have undertaken in supporting trade 
missions to China and sees a continued need for such support if Scotland’s 
profile is to be raised.  
 
We welcome the Committee’s recognition of the value of Ministerial support for trade 
missions to China. We agree that Ministerial support in market can be invaluable and 
believe that much has been achieved in the past few years through creative and 
collaborative planning of such visits, maximising the returns for Scotland and 
Scottish business. In 2009, three Scottish Government Ministers visited China.   
 
Recommendation 20: The Committee firmly believes that there is an obligation 
on politicians and indeed all those who do business with China to continue to 
raise the issue of the Chinese Government’s record on human rights. The 
Committee welcomes the Scottish Government’s commitment set out in the 
China Plan to continue to raise concerns about human rights issues in China 
and urges the Government to continue to promote such issues at every 
available opportunity. 
 
We welcome the Committee’s support on this sensitive issue. It is important to 
ensure that we balance the need to develop effective working relationships with the 
Chinese Government with an obligation to raise the issue of human rights at the 
appropriate time with the appropriate officials. Raising human rights at the wrong 



time with government officials who have no influence in this sphere could potentially 
damage unnecessarily our relationships and set back partnerships and 
collaborations. The China Plan states that 'Scottish Ministers will take the opportunity 
to raise with appropriate senior Chinese figures concerns about human rights in 
China’. We take advice from the FCO on when and with whom to raise human rights 
to ensure that such interventions are appropriate and productive.  
 



Annex 1: Recent progress in Shandong Province 
 
Life sciences 
Shandong is the biggest pharmaceutical province in China. There are 543 
pharmaceutical companies in Shandong, making up more than 10% of China’s total. 
Overall annual sales from Shandong’s pharmaceutical companies reached 98.5 
billion RMB (GBP9.85 billion) in 2007 and 115.6 billion RMB (GBP11.6 billion) in 
2008. Major contributors were Xinhua Pharma, Lukang Pharma, Lunan Pharma, 
Luye Pharma (Asiapharm), Qilu Pharma. Annual growth rates of the industry have 
been over 30% for 3 years.   
 
Scotland and Shandong boast complementary strengths in marine life science and 
SDI has been active in promoting opportunities with key players in this region such 
as China Ocean University and the Institute of Marine Biotech of Chinese Academy 
of Science.  
 
Since the Scotland-Shandong MOU was signed in 2006, SDI has developed a 
number of successful business collaborations, notably in the Life Sciences sector. 
 
• Luye Pharma – Previously known as Asiapharm - has developed research 

collaborations with Glycomar and Scottish Biomedical and a collaborative medical 
training program under the authorization of the Chinese Ministry of Health with 
Edinburgh University. The company is further planning to develop collaborations 
between Edinburgh Bioquarter and Shandong Yantai Life Sciences Park and is in 
discussion on another potential research collaboration project with Mordun, a 
Scottish life sciences company. 

 
• Lena Wilson, CEO of SDI, recently visited Shandong to sign a further MOU with 

the Shandong Provincial Government Department of Science and Technology to 
strengthen our life sciences collaboration. During this visit SDI hosted a life 
sciences collaborative forum attended by over 70 representatives of companies, 
research institutes, and hospitals. SDI is currently actively promoting a range of 
specific opportunities with Shandong Province including inward visits, research 
partnerships and the possibility of a joint research centre. 

 
Education 
Edinburgh Napier and Glasgow Caledonian (GCU) are just two of the universities 
that are active in the province in the development of transnational education and 
have developed a range of programmes with their Chinese partners. To demonstrate 
commitment and stimulate the interest of GCU students, GCU in conjunction with 
Jinan University organised a 2-week visit to Shandong for 20 Scottish students 
during the summer of 2009. 
   
Ms Fiona Hyslop visited Shandong in 2008 and met with Vice Governor Huang 
Sheng. He will lead an education delegation including university principals to 
Scotland in early 2010 to develop education collaboration.  
 
To develop learning about Chinese language and culture in Scottish schools we 
have supported the development of school links between Scotland and Weifang in 
Shandong (Weifang is the town where Eric Liddell was interned and died; it is also 



the home of China's kite making industry). In 2008 teachers from Weifang visited 
Scotland to run kite-making workshops for 300 Scottish school students and several 
school links now exist between Scottish and Shandong schools. 


