
 

NEWS IN BRIEF
Extraordinary Summit 
An extraordinary meeting of Heads of State & 
Government on 4 February 2011 reached a 
number of conclusions regarding the 
scheduling of energy legislation, as well as an 
indicative approach to innovation 
development, and the broad details of the 
economic support package.   
 
Renewable Energy 
The Commission published a Communication 
assessing progress toward the 2020 targets 
(31 January 2011). The document scores the 
success of each member state. 
 

Energy Commissioner Oettinger has declared 
his intention to drum up private sector support 
for infrastructure projects through a series of 
„roadshows‟ 
 
Cohesion Funding 
Debate has begun on the future of cohesion 
funding. The controversial component 
remains the the intermediate category 
between „convergence‟ and competitiveness 
regions.  Ministers failed to reach consensus 
at their recent meeting (21 February 2011). 
 
Rights of the Child 
The Commission has published an action 
plan to address child-related issues (15 
February 2011).   
 
Europe 2020: Education 
The UK Government has informed the 
Commission that it does not believe it is 
bound by the strategies education targets (14 
February 2011). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Innovation Funding 
The Commission published a green paper on 
innovation on 9 February 2011. 
 
Small Business Act (SBA) 
The Commission published its review of the 
SBA on 23 February 2011. 
 
Media Sports Rights 
The Commission has provided further details 
on the collective selling of media rights (2 
February 2011). 
 
Public Procurement 
The Commission published a Green Paper on 
procurement on 27 January 2011. 
 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
The Parliament held a hearing on the future of 
CAP (26 January 2011).  Experts explored the 
key features of the recent Communication on 
CAP Reform to assist rapporteur Albert Dess 
MEP in the development of his report. 
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EXTRAORDINARY SUMMIT 
 

Current status 
An extraordinary summit of Heads of State & 
Government took place in Brussels on 4 
February 2011.  The agenda of the meeting was 
dominated by energy issues. Other issues 
discussed included the economic situation, 
innovation and events in Egypt. 
 
What’s happening?  
Energy 

A series of agreed deadlines emerged from the 
Summit discussions. They include: 

 An integrated and interconnected market. 
Requirement for an early adoption of the 
Commission‟s December 2010 proposal 
on energy markets integrity and 
transparency; the removal of all technical 
barriers to the internal market by 2014; 
the introduction of technical standards for 
smart grids and smart meters by the end 
of 2012; adoption of standards for a 
charging system for electric vehicles by 
mid-2011; by 2015, no Member State to 
be isolated from European gas and 
electricity markets; discussion on 
common financing of EU energy 
infrastructure projects to be resumed in 
June 2011.  

 Energy efficiency and renewables.  
Implementation of the EU‟s current 
indicative 20% by 2020 energy efficiency 
target to be reviewed by 2013, with 
further (?binding) measures considered 
then; the inclusion of energy efficiency 
standards in public procurement from 
2012.  The Commission was urged to 
table new initiatives on smart grids, 
energy storage, sustainable biofuels and 
energy efficiency in cities. 

 External energy relations.  Partnerships to 
focus on projects of common interest 
such as energy efficiency and low carbon 
technologies. A Communication on 
international co-operation is due by June 
2011. From 2012, Member States will be 
required to inform the Commission of all 
new and existing bilateral energy deals 
with non-EU countries. 

 Long term strategic vision.  With 
Roadmaps to 2050 in development, 

concrete targets will also be set for 
intermediate stages. 

 
Economic situation 
The Summit agreed a „way forward to the March 
[25 – 26] European Council’, which would include 
a comprehensive package of measures to 
ensure: 

 stronger economic governance following 
the task force report 

 the strengthening of the temporary 
stability mechanism 

 the agreement of the treaty amendment 
for a permanent stabilisation mechanism 

 finalisation of stabilisation programmes in 
Greece and Ireland 

 prioritisation of growth projects 

 strengthened stress tests for banks 
 
An early March 2011 meeting of the Eurozone 
countries (and those affected by its deliberations) 
was planned to provide an early discussion of the 
issues. 
 
Innovation 
The Summit agreed a more strategic approach to 
innovation and emphasised the following 
framework conditions for Europe to remain 
attractive for investors in research and 
innovation: 

 an Intellectual Property Rights regime 
that was more efficient 

 public procurement systems that 
encourage innovation, and a 
simplification of the rules on procurement 

 a system to establish interoperable 
standards more efficiently 

 more spending on education, research 
and technology 

 lifting of the remaining legal and 
administrative obstacles to the cross-
border operation of venture capital 

 completion of the European Research 
Area by 2014 

 progress to ensure the creation of the 
Digital Single Market by 2015  

 
Egypt 
The Council adopted a political declaration on 
the situation in Egypt. The declaration 
condemned the violence taking place, called on 
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the authorities to respond with respect for human 
rights and the right of citizens to demonstrate and 
called for a peaceful transition to democracy. 
 
 
RENEWABLE ENERGY 
  

Current status 
The Commission published a Communication, 
„Renewable Energy: Progressing towards the 
2020 target‟ on 31 January 2011. 
 
What’s happening? 
Ministers agreed the first EU Energy Action Plan 
in March 2007.  Its successor is due to be 
adopted shortly (expected in March 2011).  As 
part of the preparation for the next Action Plan, 
the Commission has adopted a report assessing 
progress to date. 
 
The data showed that EU member states had 
largely failed to meet the electricity and transport 
targets set for 2010.  Commenting on the 
findings, Energy Commissioner Günther 
Oettinger stated: „Some member states have 
made progress and are in line to meet their 
targets, or have gone beyond them, but some are 
lagging behind,‟ he concluded, „We're on the right 
track but we have to step up the pace.‟ 
 
The figures show that only seven EU countries – 
Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Lithuania, 
Poland and Portugal – expect to meet or exceed 
their 2010 renewables targets, according to their 
national action plans.  As a result of the 
difference between expectations outlined in the 
plans and realities, the Commission believes that 
Sweden, Belgium and the Netherlands are more 
advanced along the path to clean energy than 
Lithuania, Poland and Portugal. 
 
The figures for the incorporation of renewables 
(biofuels and biomass) into the transport sector 
are slightly more encouraging, with Austria, 
Finland, Germany, Malta, the Netherlands, 
Poland, Romania, Spain and Sweden all expect 
to exceed their 2010 targets. 
 

The UK has made progress against its 
biofuel targets, but the Commission is of the 
view that greater progress is required against 

its renewable energy generation 
commitments. 
 
To achieve the EU's energy goals, Commissioner 
Oettinger has called for a doubling of capital 
investments in renewable energies from €35 bn 
to €70 bn. 
 
 
ENERGY ROADSHOWS 
 

Current status 
Energy Commission Günther Oettinger has 
announced plans for a series of „energy 
roadshows‟ (11 February 2011). 
 
What’s happening? 
Communicating with EU citizens has long been a 
primary goal of the Commission.  With this in 
mind Commissioner Oettinger, has stated that 
the publication of the legislative proposals on 
infrastructure (expected in summer 2011) will be 
accompanied by a series of „roadshows‟ to 
encourage private sector investment.  „The idea 
behind the proposal is to allow people who are 
ready to invest to be brought closer to investment 
projects in the sense that their attention is 
brought to huge investment projects in the field of 
energy.‟   
 
The Commission would play the role of EU co-
ordinator for such events. The ultimate goal 
would be to „raise money and push for 
investment‟ for „project promoter/holders‟. 
 
 
COHESION FUNDING 
 

Current status 
The Commission is expected to publish its 
detailed proposals on the future of Cohesion 
Funding in July 2011. 
 
What’s happening 
The Commission provided an ealry indication of 
its plans for reforming the EU's cohesion policy 
on 10 November 2010.   
 
Under the current system, there are two broad 
categories. The poorest regions, defined as 
those with a GDP per person less than 75% of 
the EU average (convergence regions) and the 
rest (competitiveness regions).  Most of the 

Communication%20%22Renewable%20Energy:%20Progressing%20towards%20the%202020%20target
Communication%20%22Renewable%20Energy:%20Progressing%20towards%20the%202020%20target
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1490&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
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'convergence' regions are in the 'new' member 
states in Central and Eastern Europe (which 
have joined the EU since 2004) as well as in 
Greece, Portugal, Spain and southern Italy.  The 
remaining funds are shared among all the other 
regions of the EU, on a near equal basis.  
According to Regional Policy Commissioner 
Johannes Hahn, „The difference between 
'competitiveness' and 'convergence' regions is 
about one to ten in financial terms.‟ 
 
The Commission wants to change the system for 
allocating EU funds by splitting regions into three 
separate categories based on their level of 
economic activity (measured by GDP per 
person). 
 
The third category would include regions that are 
poorer than average, but not poor enough to 
qualify as 'convergence' regions in the old 
system. The new category would apply to regions 
with a GDP per person that falls between 75% 
and 90% of the EU average.  The new category 
would apply to regions with a total of around 60 
million inhabitants, or 12% of the EU population.  
 
The areas would include: seven French regions, 
four Spanish regions, four Italian regions, four 
Greek regions, the whole of eastern Germany, 
eastern Finland, northern Scotland and the 
poorest parts of England. 
 
At least three regions in the so-called 'new' 
member states would also qualify for inclusion in 
the proposed new intermediate category. They 
are: the Polish province of Masovia (including 
Warsaw), the Czech region of Central Bohemia 
(around Prague), and the Bucharest region in 
Romania. 
 
Another important change from the current 
system is that funding would be spread more 
evenly across the whole of the period. So during 
the seven years from 2014 to 2020, each region 
would receive a more-or-less constant level of 
support. The Commission hopes that this 
increased stability would help regions to better 
plan their investments. 
 
The idea of a new category is supported by 
Danuta Hübner MEP, who chairs the European 
Parliament's committee on regional development 

and was previously the EU commissioner in 
charge of regional policy (from 2004 until 2009). 
 
Ministers discussed Cohesion Policy during the 
General Affairs Councils (21 February 2011).  
Although there was consensus on the need for a 
cohesion policy, there was no agreement on its 
particulars.  Ministers did endorse the overall 
approach of the Commission's Fifth Cohesion 
Report towards cohesion policy, including the 
idea that all regions should be eligible to take 
part in programmes, while ensuring that most of 
the money is allocated to the poorest regions. 
 
There was no agreement on the need to 
negotiate and agree 'partnership contracts' with 
the Commission.  Ministers also want further 
discussion on the concept of 'conditionalities' – 
linking conditions to the payment of EU funds – 
as well as incentive mechanisms such as 
performance-related bonuses for member states 
that reach their targets.   
 
Importantly there was no consensus on the 
Commission's idea of creating a new 
intermediate category. The Council concluded 
that „further discussion is needed concerning the 
provisions of transitional mechanisms, in 
particular reflections on a new intermediate 
category‟. 
 
On a related matter, Commissioner Hahn has 
urged regional and national governments to 
ensure that they fully utilise their current 
allocated funds.  Hahn is concerned that if EU 
regions fail to spend these funds, then it will be 
difficult for him to prevent a reduction in the 
cohesion budget (1 February 2011). 
 
 
RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 
 

Current status 
The Commission has published an action plan to 
deliver the child-related components of the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights (15 February 
2011). 
  
What’s happening? 
The Lisbon Treaty requires the EU to promote 
the protection of the rights of the child. These 
rights also form part of the fundamental rights 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/156&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
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that the EU is committed to respecting under 
Article 24 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights 
of the EU. In addition, all 27 EU countries have 
ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. 
 
Launching the action plan, Commission Vice 
President & Justice Commissioner Viviane 
Reding stated: „Children's rights are fundamental 
rights.‟ She declared that the Commission would 
contribute to making the justice systems in the 
EU more child-friendly and to improving 
children's well being, by: 

1. adopting a proposal for a Directive on 
victims‟ rights raising the level of 
protection of vulnerable victims, including 
children (2011) 

2. tabling a proposal for a Directive on 
special safeguards for suspected or 
accused persons who are vulnerable, 
including children (2012)  

3. revising the EU legislation facilitating the 
recognition and enforcement of decisions 
on parental responsibility with a view to 
ensuring, in the interest of the child, that 
decisions can be recognised and 
enforced as quickly as possible, including, 
where appropriate, the establishment of 
common minimum standards (by 2013) 

4. promoting the use of the Council of 
Europe Guidelines on child-friendly justice 
and taking them into account in future 
legal instruments 

5. supporting and encouraging the 
development of training activities for 
judges and practitioners at EU level  

6. supporting the exchange of best practices 
and the improvement of training for 
guardians, public authorities and other 
actors who are in close contact with 
unaccompanied children (2011 - 2014) 

7. strongly encouraging and providing 
support to all Member States to ensure 
the swift introduction and full functioning 
of the 116 000 hotline for missing children 
and the child alert mechanisms (2011 - 
2012) 

8. supporting Member States and other 
stakeholders in strengthening prevention, 
empowerment and participation of 
children to make the most of online 
technologies and counter cyber-bullying 

behaviour, exposure to harmful content, 
and other on-line risks through the Safer 
Internet programme and co-operation 
with the industry through self-regulatory 
initiatives (2009-2014) 

9. continuing the implementation of the 2007 
EU Guidelines on the Protection and 
Promotion of the Rights of the Child 
focusing upon combating all forms of 
violence against children. The EU will 
also evaluate the implementation of the 
Guidelines 

10. setting up a single entry point on 
EUROPA with information for children on 
the EU and on the rights of the child. The 
Commission will invite other EU 
institutions to join this initiative (2011) 

 

 
EUROPE 2020: EDUCATION 
 

Current status 
The Europe 2020 Strategy contains a series of 
headline targets, two of which relate to 
education.  At a recent Education Council 
meeting the UK Government made clear that it 
would not co-operate with the EU in setting 
education targets (14 February 2011). 
 
What’s happening? 
The Europe 2020 education targets are: 

 Reduce the rate of early school-leaving, 
so that 90% of young people complete 
their secondary education; and  

 Increase access to tertiary and higher 
education, so that 40% of adults (age 30 - 
34) have a tertiary degree or equivalent 
qualification.  

 
The strategy envisages member states 
translating these EU-level goals into national 
targets, taking into account their different starting 
points. 
 
At the Education Council meeting, Education 
Commissioner Androulla Vassiliou   stated; „In 
many cases the national targets are not 
ambitious enough to achieve our goals at 
European level on early school-leaving and 
graduates.‟  The Commissioner asked ministers 
to go back home and try harder to come up with 
new targets that will make a bigger contribution 
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to achieving the common objectives which have 
already been agreed at EU level in the 
framework of the 'Europe 2020' strategy. 
 
However, the UK Government has refused to 
participate in the process, claiming that it is under 
no obligation to set such targets.  The British 
position is that the conclusions of the European 
Council are not legally binding on the UK. 
Officials point to a footnote in the annex, which 
refers to „the competence of member states to 
define and implement quantitative targets in the 
field of education‟. 
 
The matter is expected to be (informally) 
discussed at the Spring Summit (24 – 25 March 
2011) 

 
 
GREEN PAPER ON INNOVATION FUNDING 
 

Current status 
The Commission has launched a consultation on 
EU innovation support and encouraged 
respondents to reply via their web page (9 
February 2011).  The deadline for submissions 
is 20 May 2011. 
 
What’s happening? 
The Commission published the EU's new 
innovation strategy as part of the Europe 2020 
Strategy (6 October 2010).  The goal of the 
strategy is to streamline four programmes 
(totalling more than €143bn in funding): the 
Seventh Framework Programme for research 
(FP7), the Competitiveness and Innovation 
Framework Programme, the Cohesion Policy 
aimed at regions, and funds made available by 
the European Institute of Innovation and 
Technology.  The Commission believes that 
there is currently a risk of overlap between 
programmes, which have various, complex and 
much criticised rules. 
 
The Commission published its Green Paper on 
its website and invited comments to be made 
electronically by 20 May 2011 (although it will 
accept written responses).  New proposals are 
expected to emerge by June 2011, with key 
changes introduced after the current funding 
period ends (in 2013). 
 

The Commission will also hold a competition to 
choose a name for the new strategy, which is 
currently called the Common Strategic 
Framework. The Commission wants the new 
name to be more user-friendly and reflect the 
refocused funding for innovation and research. 

 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ACT (SBA) 
 

Current status 
A review of the Small Business Act (SBA) was 
published on 23 February 2011. 
 
What’s happening? 
The SBA was adopted in December 2008. The 
initial aim was to ensure that Small & Medium-
Sized Enterprises (SMEs) were at the forefront of 
decision-making and to shift the focus of EU job 
creation policies from large to small businesses.  
The ongoing financial crisis has led to a re-
focusing of the SBA toward securing the survival 
of small businesses. 
 
The SBA was recently reviewed to bring it into 
line with the EU‟s Europe 2020 Strategy 
(particularly with the three of the flagship 
initiatives: the Innovation Union, Industrial Policy 
for the Globalisation era and the Digital Agenda). 
 
Further, there is a recognition that progress on 
implementing the SBA had been „slow‟ and 
„uneven‟ in member states.   
 
According to the Communication, the 
Commission will: 

 strengthen the role of the SME Envoy in 
monitoring the application of the SME 
Test in impact assessments of proposed 
legislation 

 aim to help two million SMEs over 10 
years through a stronger loan guarantee 
programme 

 recommend that member states reduce 
the start-up time for new businesses to 
three days, and cut the time to get 
licenses and permits to one month by the 
end of 2013  

 reduce the time for a bankrupt company's 
debts to be discharged to a maximum of 
three years by 2013  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm
http://www.euractiv.com/en/innovation/eu-unveils-innovation-blueprint-news-498526
http://www.euractiv.com/en/innovation/eu-unveils-innovation-blueprint-news-498526
http://ec.europa.eu/research/home.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/small-business-act/
http://ec.europa.eu/eu2020/
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 recommend that venture capital funds 
established in any member state can 
function and invest freely in the EU 

 Propose a permanent structure/funding 
for the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs 
programme 

 publish proposals for: (i) a common 
consolidated corporate tax base; (ii) an 
SBA Advisory Group; and (iii) an annual 
SME Performance Review 

 prioritise the implementation of the new 
energy efficiecny plan 

 
 
MEDIA SPORTS RIGHTS 
 

Current status 
The Commission has outlined its proposals to 
encourage collective selling of media rights in a 
bid to ensure that revenue is shared more evenly 
between sports clubs (2 February 2011). 
 
What’s happening? 
The Commission published its Communication 
Developing the European Dimension in Sport on 
18 January 2011.  It proposes action at EU level 
in areas where it believes the challenges cannot 
be sufficiently dealt with by governments alone. 
These include the societal role of sport, its 
economic dimension and the organisation of 
sport in Europe.  On economic matters, the 
Commission calls on sports associations to 
establish mechanisms for the collective selling of 
media rights to ensure adequate redistribution of 
revenue. 
 
In the Communication, the Commission pledges 
‘to explore ways to strengthen financial solidarity 
mechanisms within sports while fully respecting 
EU competition rules,‟ and notes that the 
collective selling of media rights is a good 
example of financial solidarity and redistribution 
mechanisms within sports. 
 
Member states currently have different regulatory 
approaches in areas relating to intellectual 
property rights, particularly „regarding the extent 
of property rights for the organisers of sport 
competitions in relation to the events they 
organise‟ and „the issue of image rights in sport‟. 
 

The proposal has been broadly welcomed by 
various sporting governing bodies across 
European and around the world. 
 
 
PUBLIC PROCUREMENT 
 

Current status 
The Commission has published a green paper on 
reforming the 2004 rules governing public 
procurement (27 January 2011).  The deadline 
for response is 18 April 2011. 
 
What’s happening? 
The aim of the consultation is to explore how to 
guarantee the „access of smaller companies to 
procurement markets, reducing red tape and 
promoting European cross-border procurement‟.  
The consultation will also gather views on the 
cross-border component of procurement.   
 
The document identifies key areas for possible 
revision of the current rules, including:  

 simplifying current procedures, especially 
for local and regional governments  

 cutting red tape, in particular for small to 
medium-sized businesses  

 making it easier to bid for public contracts 
across borders  

 determining when contracts between 
public authorities should be exempted 
from EU public procurement rules  

 modifying the rules to achieve other 
policy objectives such as promotion of 
innovation or environmental or social 
goals  

 customising rules for the procurement of 
services of social significance  

 adding stricter rules or better safeguards 
to prevent favouritism, corruption or 
conflicts of interest  

 avoiding measures that lead to dominant 
suppliers, bid rigging or market sharing 
between bidders  

 improving EU companies‟ access to 
procurement markets outside the EU  

 
The Commission will also seek to ensure that 
public procurement rules and public contracts are 
„greener‟ and more supportive of innovation.  
This will build upon the communication presented 
by the Commission in July 2008 which called on 

http://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/index.php
http://ec.europa.eu/sport/news/doc/communication/communication_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/publicprocurement/modernising_rules/consultations/index_en.htm
http://www.euractiv.com/en/sustainability/public-procurement-buying-green/article-117505
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governments to make sure that half of all their 
tendering procedures comply with a set of 
common green criteria.  The likely adjustment will 
be the replacement of indicative targets with 
binding targets.  
 
Following the closure of the consultation, a high-
level conference on public procurement reform 
will take place in Brussels (30 June 2011).  
 
 
COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY 
 

Current status 
The European Parliament‟s Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs Committee recently held a hearing, „The 
Common Agricultural Policy towards 2020’ (26 
January 2011). 
 
What’s happening? 
The Parliamentary hearing focused on the three 
instruments outlined in the recent 
Communication, namely direct payments, market 
measures and rural development. The experts 
providing evidence included Padraig Walshe, 
President of COPA (European Farmers), Paolo 
Bruni, President of COGECA (European Agri-Co-
operatives), Geneviève Savigny, Spokesperson 
of ECVC (European Coordination Via 
Campesina), Mella Frewen, Director General of 
CIAA (Confederation of Food and Drink 
Industries), Corrado Pirzio-Biroli, President of 
ELO (European Landowners Organisation), 
Professor Michael Dower, Spokesman of 
ARC2020 (Agricultural and Rural Convention) 
and Arnd Spahn, Agricultural Secretary, EFFAT 
(European Federation of Food, Agriculture and 
Tourism Trade Unions).   
 
The proceedings were facilitated by Albert Dess 
MEP, the Committee‟s rapporteur on the 
Communication.  In opening the hearing Dess 
declared that what was needed was, „a simpler 
and well targeted agricultural policy which 
ensured the production of healthy food for 
citizens‟.  He argued strongly in favour of 
retaining the clear division of tasks between the 
two pillars, although he questioned in which pillar 
„environmental standards‟ should be located.  
   

Direct Payments 
The experts agreed that there was a need for a 
more equitable distribution of direct payments 
between and within Member States.  The iniquity 
of 20% of the holdings receiving 80% of the 
funds was highlighted, as was the need for a 
simplification of the system. There was 
significant discussion on the abolition of historical 
payments, and the benefits of moving to an area-
based payment system.  It was noted that the 
„greening„ of the policy was not a new concept, 
since cross-compliance already placed this 
responsibility of farmers. It was stressed 
however, that the cost of meeting the new 
strictures could/would make farms uncompetitive 
in a global arena.  The value of organic farming 
was recognised.  
 

There was no agreement on the need for 
capping payments.  Whilst the experts supported 
the idea of assisting small farmers and making 
distinctions between active and inactive farmers 
they did not provide any concrete proposals as to 
how this could be achieved in a legally-sound 
way.  
  
Market Measures 
All experts agreed on the need to develop tools 
which dealt with price volatility (high and low 
prices).  The difference between the standards 
within the EU and those standards met by 
farmers outside was stressed as a potential 
distortion to the market, and as a factor that 
should be considered in multilateral trade 
negotiations. 
 

There was a general agreement that price 
fluctuations were a serious problem for farmers 
and their viability.  The fear of commodity 
markets being invaded by speculators was raised 
and there was general agreement that measures 
should be introduced to protect against this.  
There was debate over the respective support 
available to producers versus processors and 
distributors, with several experts noting that 
producers rarely benefited from end-point price 
increases. 
 
Rural Development 
There was a general support for the 
Commission‟s three guiding themes (innovation, 
climate change and environment), although it 
was suggested that a fourth theme could be 

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-post-2013/communication/com2010-672_en.pdf
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added; „the promotion of competitive farms‟.  
Experts agreed on the need for a transparent 
outcome-based measurement system that 
allowed for a flexibility.  There was a general 
view that Less Favoured Area Status payments 
should remain within Pillar II 
 
There was much debate about the proposed 
combination of rural funding structures within the 
other funds administered under Cohesion Policy 
but no clear view emerged.  All speakers agreed 
that there was a need for a strong research 
component to Pillar II.  
 
Albert Dess MEP will present his draft report to 
the Committee on 28 February 2011, which is 
expected to be voted upon it at the beginning of 
May 2011. The Plenary vote is currently 
scheduled for June 2011.  
 
In a related matter, EU Agriculture Ministers met 
for their second policy debate on the CAP 
Communication (24 January 2011). The debate 
focused on sustainable management of natural 
resources and climate action, which is the 
second of three main objectives for the future 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) identified by 
the Commission.   Ministers were divided on the 
introduction of a new green element under the 
CAP‟s first pillar, with some ministers still arguing 
for all the environmental measures to be moved 
to the second pillar. 
 

 
OTHER NEWS 
 

Belgium sans Government.  On 17 February 
2011 Belgium broke the world record for a state 
without a government (previously held by Iraq).  
There has been no government for 253 days 
(and counting). A caretaker government has run 
Belgium since elections on June 13 2010.  
Recent negotiations to bring about an end to the 
crisis failed, with the resignation of the King‟s 
appointed moderator. There remains no prospect 
of a resolution to the crisis. 
 
Free Sport on TV.   EU law gives all member 
states the right to designate sporting and cultural 
events of „national interest‟ ensuring that they are 
broadcast on free-to-air TV channels.  FIFA and 
UEFA (soccer‟s world and European governing 

bodies) recently launched an appeal against the 
Commission decision to approve lists of „free‟ 
football matches submitted by the UK and 
Belgium.  The case was dismissed by the EU‟s 
General Court (the EU‟s second highest court) 
(17 February 2011), ensuring the continuation of 
free to view soccer in the UK.   
 
The ruling follows a recent European Court of 
Justice Ruling (3 February 2011) that declared 
that broadcasters cannot prevent consumers in 
the UK from using cheaper foreign satellite TV 
equipment to watch Premier League football 
matches. 
 
European Parliament ‘hold up’. Two men with 
a gun have robbed the post office inside the 
European Parliament (3 February 2011).  This is 
the third such attack in two years.  No 
perpetrators have been arrested for any of the 
incidents. 
 
Bio-energy.  The Commission has launched a 
consultation to assess the need for measures to 
ensure the sustainability of solid and gaseous 
biomass for energy purposes (electricity, heating 
and cooling).  The closing date for the 
consultation is 29 March 2011. The Commission 
will incorporate the responses into a report on 
the need for additional measures at EU level. 
The report will also assess the effectiveness and 
adequacy of existing national sustainability 
schemes. 

 
Prince Charles in Brussels.  Prince Charles, 
addressing the Low Carbon Prosperity Summit in 
the European Palriament, declared that cllimate 
sceptics were having a „corrosive effect‟ on 
public opinion and asked: „How are these people 
going to face their grandchildren and admit to 
them that they failed their future?‟ (10 February 
2011).  He continued: „I cannot see how we can 
possibly maintain the growth of GDP in the long 
term if we continue to consume our planet as 
voraciously as we are doing.‟ 
 
CO2 limits for vans.  The Parliament has agreed 
new rules limiting gas emission from light vans 
(15 February 2011).  From 2014 under the new 
regulation, van manufacturers will have to reach 
a target of 175g of emissions per kilometre for 
70% of their vehicles, rising to 100% of their fleet 

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=2011biomass&lang=en
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by 2017.  By 2020, failure to reach a target of 
147g emissions per kilometre will then be met 
with fines of up to €95 per vehicle for every gram 
over the limit.  EU ministers are expected to 
endorse the proposal at the next Energy 
Transport & Telecommunications Council (28 
February 2011). 
 

Small town representation.  A new body, the 
European Confederation of Towns and 
Municipalities of the European Union (CTME), 
has been founded to represent small and 
medium sized towns before the EU (16 February 
2011).  The body will represent small towns as 
well as facilitating the sharing of knowledge and 
the exchange of experience among its members.  
The CTME brings together eight national 
associations representing small and medium-
sized towns in seven member states: France, 
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Romania and 
Spain. 
 
Waste.  The Commission has published an 
assessment of the 2005 „Thematic Strategy on 
the Prevention and Recycling of Waste‟. The 
report indicates that progress is being made.  
However, the report notes that, however the 
amount of waste being produced in the EU 
continues to rise. The report notes that recycling 
rates vary from 3 - 70%, whilst some member 
states consign over 90% of their waste to landfill 
sites.  The report makes a number of 
recommendations: 

 Introduce combined economic and legal 
instruments used by best performing 
Member States 

 Ban landfill  

 Apply producer responsibility concept to 
additional waste streams 

 Introduce greater consistency between 
product design and waste policy to boost 
recycling 

 Improve stakeholder participation and 
public awareness 

 
Biodiversity.  The Commission has declared its 
intention to launch a Communication later in the 
year on “Integrating biodiversity and nature 
protection into port development”. The initiative 
follows a request from port authorities for 
guidance on how to implement the Birds and 

Habitat Directives in ports in relation to port 
development and dredging. 
 
Meat labelling.  Agriculture Ministers adopted 
the Council's first-reading position on a draft 
regulation on providing food information to 
consumers (21 February 2011).  Country of 
origin labelling is already compulsory for foods 
such as beef, honey, olive oil and fresh fruit and 
vegetables, when failure to do so risks 
misleading consumers.  In June 2011, the 
Parliament sought to extend those rules to all 
meat, poultry and dairy products. Country of 
origin would also have to be stated for meat, 
poultry and fish when used as an ingredient in 
processed food.  Agriculture ministers endorsed 
this position, with the proviso that the position on 
the labelling of ingredients would depend upon 
the positive report from a feasibility study. 
 
The 2nd reading report is expected to be adopted 
by the Parliament‟s Environment (ENVI) 
Committee on 14 April 2011, with a plenary vote 
scheduled for 5 July 2011. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/labellingnutrition/foodlabelling/publications/proposal_regulation_ep_council.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/labellingnutrition/foodlabelling/publications/proposal_regulation_ep_council.pdf
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS & 
MEETINGS 
 

March 2011  April 2011 

7 – 10 Parliament plenary session  1 Demography/family Policy 
informal Council 

8 Employment, Social Policy, 
Health & Consumer Affairs 

 4 – 7 Parliament Plenary in 
Strasbourg 

10 – 11 Competitiveness Council  4 – 5 Health Council (informal) 
14 Environment Council  8 - 9 ECOFIN (Informal) 
15  ECOFIN Council  11 – 12 JHA (informal) 
 
17 – 18  

ADR consultation closing 
date 
Agriculture & Fisheries 
Council 

 11 – 15 EU Sustainable energy week 

20 Trade Council informal dinner  14 ENVI committee to discuss 
2

nd
 reading report into food 

labelling. 
23 - 24 Parliament mini plenary 

Brussels 
 14 – 15 Agriculture & Fisheries 

Council 
24 – 25 European Summit  18 Deadline for responses to 

Green Paper on Public 
Procurement 

25 - 26 Environment Council informal    
28 Education, Youth & Culture 

Council informal  
   

29 Bio-energy consultation 
closing date 

   

31 Transport Council    
31 – 1.4 Committee of the Regions 

Plenary 
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CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Dr Ian Duncan 
Rond Point Schuman 6 
B – 1040 
Bruxelles 
BELGIQUE 
 
Tel: 0032 2282 8377 
Fax: 0032 2282 8379 
 
Email: ian.duncan@scottish.parliament.uk 
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