
 

NEWS IN BRIEF
 
Future EU Presidencies  
Representatives of Hungary and Poland, the 
next two holders of the rotating Presidency of 
the Council of the EU, provided details of 
their likely priorities for office. 
 
Hungary.  The key priorities are: (i) the 
implementation of the 'Europe 2020' agenda; 
(ii) economic governance and measures 
leading to more discipline on national 
budgets; and (iii) the Stability and Growth 
Pact. 
 
Poland.  The key priorities are: (i) the internal 
market; (ii) the Eastern Partnership; (iii) 
energy security and developing an external 
energy policy; (iv) the Common Foreign and 
Security Policy; (v) intellectual property; and 
(vi) the EU's 'financial perspectives'. 
 
EU Gender Equality Strategy 
The Commission has published its new five-
year strategy for gender equality (21 
September 2010).  The strategy is based 
around five priorities: (i) getting more women 
into the labour market; (ii) equality in senior 
positions (iii) promoting female 
entrepreneurship (iv) equal pay; and (v) 
tackling gender violence. 
 
Multi-Annual Financial Framework (MAFF) 
In considering the current MAFF, the 
European Parliament’s Budgets Committee 
made a number of recommendations with  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
implications for the determination of the 
future MAFF, including implementation in full 
of the requirements of the Treaty of Lisbon, 
recognition of the economic climate and the 
need to eliminate ‘special measures’ used 
when monies must be found urgently. 
 
Climate Change 2030, 2050 
Climate Change Commissioner Connie 
Hedegaard has announced that the 
commission is currently working on a 
roadmap to develop a low carbon economy 
by 2050.  The key discussions centre on 
emissions targets for 2030. 
 
The roadmap is expected to emerge in 
November 2010. 

 

IN THIS ISSUE:  

News 

Future EU Presidencies (Hungary, Poland) 

EU Gender Equality Strategy 

Multi-Annual Financial Framework 

Climate Change 2030, 2050 
 

Upcoming meetings & events 
 

Contact details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISSUE 48 OCTOBER 2010 
 
 
  2007 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 

 
2 
 

FUTURE EU PRESIDENCIES 

Current status 

The next two holders of the rotating 
Presidency of the Council of the EU, 
Hungary (Jan – Jun 2011) and Poland (Jul – 
Dec 2011) have outlined the priorities for 
their respective presidencies (14 September 
2010). 

 

What’s happening? 

Representatives of Hungary and Poland, 
attending the 20th Economic Forum (8 
September 2010) in Krynica, Poland, 
outlined their common priorities for their 
respective presidencies.  

Hungary.  Balint Odor, Hungarian deputy 
state secretary for European affairs, stated 
that the basic principle of their approach will 
be to promote the EU interest above all else 
and address ongoing issues, ‘by playing the 
role of honest broker’.  He continued, ‘We 
want to see a strong Union, not a two-speed 
Europe, by strengthening cohesion and co-
operation in Central Europe.’ 

Odor stated that more than eighty issues 
feature in his country’s presidency priorities, 
and there will be a particular focus on: (i) the 
implementation of the 'Europe 2020' agenda; 
(ii) economic governance and measures 
leading to more discipline on national 
budgets; and (iii) the Stability and Growth 
Pact. 

Oder also noted that Hungary will take over 
the Presidency on 1st January 2011, when 
coincidentally, the 'European semester', a 
cycle of economic policy co-ordination, is set 
to be launched.  As such, Hungary will play a 
particularly important role in the negotiations 
on the next EU Multi-Annual Financial 
Framework.  He stressed that ‘solidarity and 
cohesion should be maintained,’ and that a 
common methodology for reaching a 
compromise be created so that future 

presidencies have a foundation upon which 
to build. 

Poland.  Janusz Sznajder, advisor to the 
Polish minister of foreign affairs, stressed 
that 85% of the work of previous rotating 
EU presidencies had been on ongoing EU 
issues, with only 10% on crisis management 
and 5% on priorities set by the mandate 
holder. 

Sznajdar identified six general priority areas 
which will be promoted during the Polish 
Presidency: (i) the internal market; (ii) the 
Eastern Partnership; (iii) energy security and 
developing an external energy policy; (iv) the 
Common Foreign and Security Policy; (v) 
intellectual property; and (vi) the EU's 
'financial perspectives'. 

Sznajder also stated that Poland intended to 
act as a moderator in resolving disputes, 
saying that the country, ‘wants to show its 
ability to work for the Community’. 

 

EU GENDER EQUALITY STRATEGY 

Current status 

The Commission has published a new five-
year strategy for gender equality (21 
September 2010). 

 

What’s happening? 

The EU is currently in the final year of the 
‘Roadmap for equality between women and 
men (2006 – 2010)’, which defines existing 
areas and proposes new areas of action, 
namely: equal economic independence for 
women and men, reconciliation of private 
and professional life, equal representation in 
decision-making, eradication of all forms of 
gender-based violence, elimination of gender 
stereotypes and promotion of gender 
equality in external and development 
policies. 

The new strategy (2010 – 2015) aims to 
translate the principles of the Commission’s 

http://www.forum-ekonomiczne.pl/461,Our+Mission
http://www.eia.org.uk/view.php?id=1279
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=418&newsId=726&furtherNews=yes
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Women's Charter (March 2010) into specific 
measures to boost female potential and 
contribute to the EU's wider economic and 
social goals.  The strategy is based around 
five priorities: (i) getting more women into the 
labour market (so helping to reach the 
Europe 2020 target employment rate of 75% 
overall for women and men); (ii) equality in 
senior positions and decision making roles; 
(iii) promoting female entrepreneurship (iv) 
equal pay (since women earn around 18% 
less than men across the EU on average), 
including the establishment of an annual 
European Equal Pay Day to raise 
awareness; and (v) tackling gender violence, 
particularly eradicating female genital 
mutilation in Europe and beyond. 

The Commission will also set up a yearly top-
level Gender Equality Dialogue involving 
the Parliament, the Council presidencies, 
European social partners and civil society to 
assess progress in implementing the 
strategy. 

Justice Commissioner Viviane Reding is also 
considering the establishment of gender 
quotas on company boards as part of the 
strategy.  The commissioner will decide on 
the issue after meeting European business 
leaders in 2011. At the press conference 
launching the strategy the Commissioner 
stated: ‘'I have not been an advocate of 
quotas for women in senior business posts in 
the past, but given the lack of progress in this 
area, we might in the future have to consider 
taking initiatives at the European level’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MULTI-ANNUAL FINANCIAL 
FRAMEWORK 

Current status 

The European Parliament Budgets 
Committee adopted an interim report drafted 
by Reimer Böge on the proposal for a 
Council regulation assessing the multi-
annual financial framework for the years 
2007-2013 (13 September 2010). 
 

What’s happening? 

While endorsing the Commission figure for 
the remainder of the current financial 
framework, the Committee made a number 
of recommendations that will be relevant to 
the determination of the successor 
framework (2014-2020).  According to the 
Committee, the Commission and Council 
must: 

 Work with Parliament to allow swift 
adoption of the new instruments 
needed to implement the budgetary 
provisions of the Treaty of Lisbon.  

 Facilitate the adoption of the financial 
framework and provide the Union with 
the means necessary to attain its 
objectives and carry out its policies, 
taking into account the new areas of 
action given by the Treaty of Lisbon, 
including in the fields of external 
action, sport, space, climate change, 
energy, tourism and civil protection. 

 Recognise that even before the 
addition of the new Lisbon-related 
needs, over the last four years of 
the current MFF, the annual 
budgets could only be agreed 
either through using up the 
existing margins or through 
recourse to the special instruments 
[Committee emphasis] to finance EU 
priorities such as Galileo, the food 
facility or the European Recovery 
Plan.  
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 Acknowledge that the current 
economic climate might lead the 
budgetary authority to make some 
efforts towards reprioritisation within 
the budget. 

 Understand that a purely technical 
approach to the implementation of the 
Treaty of Lisbon in the budgetary field 
is insufficient and that, for the 
Parliament to be able to give its 
consent, entering without delay a real, 
political negotiation at an appropriately 
high, and if necessary at the highest, 
level, is a must. 

 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE 2030, 2050 

Current status 

Following adoption of measures to address 
climate change by 2020, the Commission in 
its work programme for 2010 announced that 
it would undertake some longer term thinking 
on climate change, envisaging a strategy to 
move the EU to 2030 and to 2050. 

 

What’s happening? 

The 'Copenhagen Accord', which resulted 
from the UN climate change talks of 
December 2009, confirmed a global 
ambition to reduce emissions of green house 
gases, without providing a strategy for 
delivering against the ambition.  The next UN 
negotiations are scheduled to take place in 
Cancún, Mexico (9 November – 10 
December 2010) with adaptation, 
mitigation, financing, deforestation issues, 
and monitoring, reporting and verification 
(MRV) all on the agenda.  

Climate Change Commissioner Connie 
Hedegaard, addressing a meeting of the 
European Policy Centre (14 September 
2010), outlined the ongoing preparation to 

finalise the EU’s positions ahead of the 
Mexican conference.  She stated the key 
work was on trying to define climate targets 
for 2030.  These targets would form the core 
of the 2050 roadmap for a low carbon 
economy, which the Commission intends to 
publish in spring 2011. 
 
Hedegaard stated that targets would be in 
Europe's own interest as they have been 
proven to bring results that give the EU a 
‘head-start on the global clean technology 
market’.  However, she stated that the EU 
would not offer unilateral commitments, and 
would not sign up to a second commitment 
period under the existing Kyoto Protocol, 
without global endorsement.  With this in 
mind, she conceded that achieving progress 
in Cancún, ‘looks very difficult’.   
 
Hedegaard continued, in reference to the 
Copenhagen talks, ‘Nothing new came out of 
Washington. Nothing new has come out of 
Beijing.’  She stated that the fact China sent 
an under-secretary from the local embassy 
to represent the country in the Geneva 
climate finance meeting earlier this month (5 
September 2010), ‘was not a good sign.’  
 
 

OTHER NEWS 

 Derivatives.  The Commission 
published its plans to provide greater 
oversight of the derivatives market (15 
September 2010).  The proposal is 
part of a global response to the 
financial crisis.  The Commission 
proposal would see derivatives traded 
via stock exchanges and processed 
by clearing houses or central 
counterparties (CCPs), which would 
have to comply with stricter 
governance rules.  In addition, trade 
repositories – or databases - would be 
required to be set up to collect data on 
the status of derivative contracts to 

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2009/cop15/eng/l07.pdf
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ensure regulators are aware of the 
risks involved in particular deals. 

 Radioactive waste.  The Commission 
has published the results of its 
consultation into the disposal of 
nuclear waste (which closed on 31 
May 2010).  The majority of 
stakeholders, including industry 
representatives and public authorities, 
would support binding EU legislation 
on nuclear waste.  Consequently 
President Barroso has announced that 
he will bring forward legislation on the 
treatment of nuclear waste by the end 
of 2010. 

 Climate change and land use.  The 
Commission has announced a public 
consultation on the role of EU 
agriculture and forestry in achieving 
the EU’s climate change commitments 
(10 September 2010, with a closing 
date of 5 November 2010). The 
objectives of the consultation are to 
collect views on how land use 
activities could contribute to climate 
change mitigation and whether 
changes in agriculture and forestry 
should count towards the EU’s 
greenhouse gas reduction 
commitments. 

 Biodiversity.  The European 
Parliament has adopted a resolution 
on biodiversity which broadly 
endorses the earlier Council position 
(which called for a halt to biodiversity 
loss by 2020 and restoration of 
biodiversity ‘wherever feasible’). The 
Parliamentary resolution goes further 
than the Council position by stating 
that the halting of the loss of species 
is an ‘absolute minimum level of 
ambition’ for 2020. The resolution 
calls on the Commission to 
mainstream biodiversity protection in 
all EU policy areas.  MEPs also want 
the Commission to focus on 

implementing policies that will 
encourage investment in conserving 
biodiversity in both the public and 
private sectors. 

 

On a related matter the Belgian 
Presidency of the EU held a 
conference with the title ‘Biodiversity 
in a Changing World’ (8 - 9 
September 2010). Environment 
Commissioner Janez Potočnik 
addressing the meeting spoke of the 
urgency of addressing biodiversity 
issues and the need for world 
governments to commit to a common 
goal at the next conference on the 
issue (October 2010). He stressed 
the need for immediate action to 
combat the worldwide loss of 
biodiversity. In particular, he 
mentioned the need to invest more in 
natural capital or ‘green 
infrastructure’, as well as secure a 
better understanding of the spatial 
planning factors needed for 
conservation. 

 Energy Efficiency.  Energy 
Commissioner, Günther Oettinger, 
has announced that buildings will be 
the focus of the upcoming Energy 
Efficiency Action Plan, which is 
expected to be published in 
November 2010.  The Commission 
has also stated that the EU leaders’ 
summit of February 2011 will be 
devoted to energy. 

 Energy labelling of TVs.  The 
Commission has published proposals 
to introduce energy labels for 
televisions and update the existing 
labels for refrigerators, dishwashers 
and washing machines (28 
September 2010).  This follows 
previous attempts by the Commission 
which ran into difficulties in the 
Parliament, with MEPs stating that the 
proposal was too complex and 

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/nuclear/consultations/doc/2010_05_31_fuel_waste_summary.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/climate.htm
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confusing (6 May 2009).  The labels 
now being proposed will have to be 
approved by EU member states and 
the European Parliament.  

 Energy in Africa.  The EU has 
launched a new Africa-EU Renewable 
Energy Cooperation Programme with 
€5m set aside for the initial three year 
start-up phase.  The programme will 
cover a ten year period with the aim of 
contributing to the EU-Africa energy 
partnership goals of increasing energy 
access, energy security and energy 
efficiency. 

 Stockholm Programme.  The civil 
law, commercial law, family law and 
private international law aspects of the 
Action Plan implementing the 
Stockholm Programme will be 
debated in full plenary session in the 
Parliament on 22 November 2010. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS & 
MEETINGS 
 

October   November  

1 – 2 First EU international 
conference on animal welfare 

 5 Closing date 
Consultation on climate 
change and land use 

4 Closing date 
Tender for study into macro-
economic importance of sport 

 9 – 10.12 UN Climate Change 
Conference, Mexico 

6 Publication of EU Single 
Market ‘Act’ 

 8 -9 Justice & Home Affairs 
Council 

6 Parliament plenary discussion 
on European Energy 
Programme for Recovery 

 10 -11 European Parliament mini 
plenary 

6 – 7  Committee of the Regions 
Plenary session 

 17 ECOFIN (Finance) Council  

7 Parliament mini plenary  18 – 19 Education, Youth & Culture 
Council 

7 – 8  Justice & Home Affairs 
Council  

 22 – 25 European Parliament plenary 
session 

 Discussion on Stockholm 
Programme 

7 – 8 Informal Culture Council  25 – 26  Competitiveness Council 

11 Competitiveness Council  29 – 30 Agriculture & Fisheries 
Council 

14 Environment Council   9 – 10.12 UN Climate Change 
Conference, Mexico 

15 Transport, 
Telecommunications & 
Energy Council  

 8 -9 Justice & Home Affairs 
Council 

18 – 21 Parliament plenary session    

19 ECOFIN (Finance) Council    

21 Informal meeting of EU 
Sports Ministers 

   

21 Employment, Social Policy, 
Health & Consumer Affairs 
Council 

   

22 Closing date 
Future biodiversity strategy 

   

25 – 26 Agriculture & Fisheries 
Council 

   

28 – 29 European Council    
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CONTACT DETAILS 
 

 Dr Ian Duncan 
 Rond Point Schuman 6 
 B – 1040 
 Bruxelles 
 
 Tel: 0032 2282 8377 
 Fax: 0032 2282 8379 
 
 Email: ian.duncan@scottish.parliament.uk 


