
 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

‘State of the Union’ 

Commission President Barroso gave 
the first ‘State of the (European) 
Union’ address to the Parliament (7 

September 2010).  He focused 
upon financial reform, energy issues, 
and touched upon the Roma issue, 

and the Iranian stoning. 
 

Common Agricultural Policy 

Budget Commissioner Janusz 
Lewandowski, in informal remarks, 
stated his belief that the CAP would 

constitute no more than 1/3 of EU 
spend post 2013. 
 

EU Single Market ‘Act’ 
The ‘Act’ (a collection of 
legislative/non legislative actions) 

will be published on 6 October 
2010.  Issues likely to be addressed 
include taxation, completion of the 

single market and SME support. 
 
EU funds 

Four EU Commissioners have 
written to the Commission 

President calling for the key EU 
funds to be brought under the 
same overarching strategy from 

2014.  The affected funds are: the 
European Regional Development 

Fund (ERDF), the European Social 
Fund (ESF), the Cohesion Fund, the  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
European Agricultural Fund for 

Rural Development (EAFRD) and 
the European Fisheries Fund (EFF). 
 
Energy Poverty 
EU energy ministers have called 
upon the Commission to produce a 

report investigating aspects of 
energy poverty (6 September 
2010).  

 
New Parliament ‘Budget’ 

Committee 
On 6 September 2010, the 
Parliament has set up a special 

committee to prepare its position 
ahead of the next Multi-Annual 
Financial Framework.  The 

committee is expected to report by 
July 2011.   
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‘STATE OF THE UNION’ 
 

Current status 
As part of his ongoing endeavour 

to raise the profile of the EU and its 
work, the President of the 
Commission José Manuel Barroso 

has instituted a ‘State of the Union’ 
address to the European 

Parliament.  The first such address 
took place on 7 September 2010. 
 

What’s happening? 
Modelled upon the annual State of 

the Union address delivered by the 
US President to Congress, Barroso 
addressed the Parliamentarians for 

some forty minutes before 
spending two hours in a question 

and answer session.  The sweeping 
address touched upon a number of 
key issues:  

 
Financial reform.  President 

Barroso spent much of his speech 
addressing issues of financial 
reform and governance allied with 

the measures expected under the 
Europe 2020 strategy.  He stated 

that the recent economic turmoil 
and the response of the EU were 
evidence of the inter-connectivity 

and inter-dependability of the 
Union’s members.  He stated that 

the members will either, ‘swim 
together or sink separately’.  He 
outlined his views that closer 

economic governance was 
inevitable.  In a related matter 

Barroso announced his intention to 
introduce a system of ‘EU project 

bonds’ to finance major projects of 
economic interest, as well as the 
construction of an EU–wide system 

for monitoring unemployment.  
Barroso stated that he would 

present the Commission’s 

legislative proposals on financial 
supervision on 29 September 

2010. 
 

Energy.  President Barroso outlined 
aspects of the future EU energy 
policy.  He stated that it was 

imperative that EU citizen’s 
experienced the benefit of 

liberalisation (likening the changes 
to the benefits brought by EU 
legislation to reduce mobile 

roaming fees).  Barroso also stated 
his intention to visit the Caspian 

region soon to promote the 
‘southern gas corridor’, the suite of 
pipeline projects intended to bring 

gas to Europe from sources other 
than Russia (such as Nabucco). 

 
Other issues.  President Barroso 
also commented on a series of 

issues exercising the EU including: 
(i) a resounding condemnation of 

racism in general followed by 
specific remarks on the rights of 
minorities, widely interpreted as 

referring to the Roma; (ii) a 
condemnation of a death sentence 

by stoning imposed upon the 
Iranian Sakineh Mohammadi 
Ashtiani for her alleged adultery. 

 
Responding to criticism that several 

member states were trying to 
institute an inter-governmental 
interpretation of the Lisbon Treaty, 

Barroso stated that he shared the 
majority view of the chamber 

regarding the need for more 
‘Community method’ and a more 

ambitious EU integration in core 
areas.  ‘The best thing to achieve 
our goals is not to engage in 

endless discussions on the 
institutions and certainly not in 

institutional guerrillas, something I 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 

 
3 

don't want and I won't do. The 
important thing is that the 

Commission fulfils its role of 
putting forward proposals with 

quality and with courage, and that 
you would work with us in the 
same spirit,’ said Barroso. 

 
Views of the Political Groups.  

During the debate stage of the 
proceedings, a number of issues 
were raised by the Group leaders. 

Joseph Daul, European People’s 
Party (EPP)  

 Lamented the absence of the EU 
from the Israel-Palestine talks 
on 2 September 2010. 

 Stressed the need for greater 
Commission visibility in disaster 

areas. 
 Criticised the Commission for is 

hesitancy in areas of defence 

co-operation. 
 Stated the need to begin 

discussions on a ‘European tax’. 
Martin Schulz, Socialists and 
Democrats (S&D)  

 Called for Barroso to table a 
proposal for a financial 

transaction tax (FTT). He 
warned that if the Commission 
failed to do so, his group would 

utilise the new European 
Citizens’ Initiative. 

 Condemned the EU’s handling 
of the Greek debt crisis. 

Guy Verhofstadt, Alliance of 

Liberal Democrats in Europe 
(ALDE) 

 Called for greater European 
economic governance. 

 Condemned any plans for 
reducing the next EU Multi-
Annual Financial Framework 

(MAFF). 
 Lamented the lack of a clear EU 

foreign strategy. 

Daniel Cohn Bendit, 
Greens/European Free Alliance 

(EFA)  
 Focused on interpretation of the 

Lisbon Treaty (increased inter-
governmentalism v. 
strengthening of community 

method). 
 Called for Commission to take 

control and to communicate the 
advantages of the community 
method to EU. 

 Expressed concern about 
Barroso’s silence on Greek 

financial crisis, the Roma issue 
and the Cancun climate deal.  

Daniel Kaminski, (European 

Conservatives and Reformists 
(ECR)  

 Emphasised appropriate balance 
between the intergovernmental 

and community methods. 

 Stressed the need to counter 

the growing 
nationalistic/protectionist trend 

growing in the EU.  

 Called for ‘deepening’ of the 

single market 

 Called for protection of 
minorities.  

 
 

COMMON AGRICULTURAL 
POLICY 
 

Current status 
The future of the CAP post-2013 is 

currently being debated.   The 
current CAP represents around 
40% of total EU spending, and 

there is much discussion on 
whether (or by how much) farm 

spending should be cut. 
 

What’s happening? 
On 6 September 2010, the Budget 

Commissioner Janusz Lewandowski 
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announced that talks on the next 
Multi-Annual Financial Framework 

(MAFF; the ‘EU Budget’) will start 
shortly.  In making the 

announcement he stated that he 
expected the talks to be the most 
difficult in the history of the EU, 

following the global economic 
crisis.   
 

In remarks to the press, 
Lewandowski revealed that he 
anticipated farm spending to fall to 

around one third of EU spend.  ‘To 
defend the credibility of the 

budget, we must support the trend 
of falling farm spending. But it is 
defended by a strong lobby and will 

remain an important part of the 
European budget’. 

 
France, as the principal beneficiary 
of farming support is expected to 

make a robust case for 
maintenance (or increase) in the 

overall CAP.  This position has been 
supported by the Agriculture 
Commissioner, Dacian Ciolos, who 

has argued that the greater 
commitments (in meeting climate 

change commitments, food 
security, and other environmental 
concerns) would necessitate the 

status quo as a minimum.   France 
is likely to be supported by the 

member states in the east whose 
agricultural sector is in need of aid. 

 
Net contributors to the budget, 
such as Austria and Germany, are 

likely to call for austerity, a 
position which will be endorsed by 

the UK and the Netherlands. 
 
The Commission will publish 

proposals on the future of the farm 
subsidies in October 2010. 

EU SINGLE MARKET ‘ACT’ 
 

Current status 
The Single Market and its four 

freedoms (circulation of goods, 
services, people and capital) is 
considered to be one of the 

cornerstones of the EU. President 
Barroso recently tasked Mario 

Monti, a former European 
commissioner, with preparing a 
report on the future of the single 

market (October 2009).  The 
Monti report was published in May 

2010, urging the EU to put the 
single market ‘back on track’. 
 

What’s happening? 
Following receipt of the Monti 

report, Internal Market 
Commissioner Michel Barnier 
chaired a subgroup of nine EU 

commissioners, which met twice in 
June, to finalise a new Single 

Market ‘Act’.  The College of 
Commissioners endorsed the key 
features of the Single Market Act 

on 20 July following a detailed 
discussion with Mario Monti. 

 
The Act is expected to contain 
around 30 proposals including new 

legislation in the areas of taxation, 
counterfeiting and helping small 

businesses. It is expected to be 
published on 6 October 2010.  It 
is anticipated that the new Act will 

be implemented by 31 December 
2012, the 20th anniversary of the 

internal market. 
 

The details of the ‘Act’ remain 
unclear.  The Monti report made a 
number of ‘bold’ suggestions, 

which may not be universally 
popular, including closer tax co-

ordination.  The report also 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 

 
5 

highlighted a number of 
bottlenecks to the completion of 

the single market, which are 
expected to be a priority area for 

action.  It is expected that SMEs 
will be at the heart of reforms, with 
consideration of public 

procurement issues, access to 
capital, ‘smarter regulation’ and a 

review of the ‘Small Business Act’. 
 
 

EU FUNDS 
 

Current status 
There are currently five EU funds 
that disburse EU monies, the 

European Regional Development 
Fund (ERDF), the European Social 

Fund (ESF), the Cohesion Fund, the 
European Agricultural Fund for 
Rural Development (EAFRD) and 

the European Fisheries Fund (EFF).  
Each has separate strategic 

guidelines. 
 
What’s happening? 

Four EU Commissioners have 
written to the Commission 

President calling for the key EU 
funds to be brought under the 
same overarching strategy from 

2014, to avoid duplication, and 
ensure more co-ordinated and 

focused spending matched with the 
ambitions of the Europe 2020 
strategy (31 August 2010).  The 

Commissioners were László Andor 
(Employment and Social Affairs), 

Dacian Cioloş (Agriculture), Maria 
Damanaki (Fisheries) and Johannes 

Hahn (Regional Policy). 
 
The letter (which can be accessed 

here) calls on the funds to be 
brought under the same strategic 

framework.  The letter 

acknowledges that the present 
system is not optimal, and the new 

proposal would ‘help limit the 
fragmentation of the different 

instruments and allow better 
prioritisation of EU funding’.  The 
letter also claims that the new plan 

would ‘ensure more clarity for 
member states, reduce 

administrative costs and would set 
the example for a more 
coordinated approach at national, 

regional and local level’. 
 

The commissioners argue that the 
distinct characters of the funds 
should be maintained, but only 

after their broad direction has been 
set and streamlined from a central 

level. 
 
 

ENERGY POVERTY 
 

Current status 
The year 2010 is the European 
Year for Combating Poverty and 

Social Exclusion.  Long on the 
agenda of various holders of the 

rotating presidency is the issue of 
energy poverty.  The issue was 
discussed by EU energy ministers 

at their informal Council of 6 
September 2010. 

 
What’s happening? 
The informal meeting of energy 

ministers was chaired by Paul 
Magnette, Belgian climate and 

energy minister.  Commenting on 
the energy poverty discussion 

Magnette stated, ‘This was the first 
time in 10 years that the issue of 
consumers was directly addressed 

by energy ministers’. 
 

http://www.euractiv.fr/sites/default/files/jhmdladc_-_barroso_30082010-sign.pdf
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The Council has called upon the 
Commission to produce a report 

into the issue of energy poverty.  
The report will also include 

proposals on producing harmonised 
statistics at EU level to help 
develop better ways to quantify the 

extent of energy poverty across the 
EU. Further, it will list existing and 

future EU energy policies that 
impact on consumers with a view 
to ensuring that their interests are 

taken into account. 
 

The report will represent a first 
step in addressing the issue of 
vulnerable energy consumers.  It is 

unlikely to lead to ‘harmonisation’ 
of actual social policy, given that 

this is mostly a national 
competence.  However, it is 
forecast that legislation will result 

from the study. 
 

In reporting on the meeting, 
Magnette also stated that 
discussion took place on the 

possibility of convening a 
roundtable of energy ombudsmen 

from around Europe to discuss 
whether programmes in place in 
one member state could be useful 

in others. 
 

NEW PARLIAMENT ‘BUDGET’ 
COMMITTEE 
 

Current status 
The Parliament has voted to set up 

a special committee on the policy 
challenges and budgetary 

resources for a sustainable 
European Union after 2013 (SURE) 
(6 September 2010).  The 

ambition of the Committee will be 
to strengthen the Parliament’s 

hand ahead of the negotiations for 

the next Multi-Annual Financial 
Framework (MAFF). 

 
What’s happening?  

The new Committee held its first 
exchange of views on 9 
September 2010. 

 
The Committee’s mandate is to: (i) 

define Parliament's political 
priorities for the post-2013 MAFF, 
both in legislative terms and 

budgetary terms; (ii) estimate the 
financial resources necessary for 

the EU to attain its objectives and 
carry out its policies for the period 
starting 1 January 2014; (iii)  

define the duration of the next 
MAFF; (iv) propose, in accordance 

with those priorities and objectives, 
a structure for the future MAFF, 
indicating the main areas of Union 

activity; (v) submit guidelines for 
an indicative allocation of resources 

between and within the different 
headings of expenditure of the 
MAFF in line with the priorities and 

proposed structure; and (vi) 
specify the link between a reform 

of the financing system of the EU 
budget and a review of expenditure 
to provide the existing Committee 

on Budgets with a sound basis for 
negotiations on the new MAFF. 

 
The SURE Committee will be 
chaired by Jutta Haug MEP (S&D).  

Haug is currently the Vice-Chair of 
the Budgets Committee. 

 
The Committee has three UK 

members: Marta Andreasen (EFD), 
Richard Ashworth (ECR) and Arlene 
McCarthy (S&D); and two UK 

substitute members: James Elles 
(ECR) and Derek Vaughan (S&D). 
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Salvador Garriga Polledo (EPP) was 
nominated rapporteur for the 

Committee’s report.  
 

The Committee will report before 
the Commission presents its 
proposal for the next MAFF, which 

is expected to be published in July 
2011.  

 
 
OTHER NEWS 

Energy Conference.  The 
Commission’s will hold a high level 

conference to discuss the future of 
EU energy policy in Brussels on 30 
September 2010, under the title 

‘ENERGY 2020: a strategy for 
competitive, sustainable and 

secure energy’.  Registration can 
be accessed here. 
 

Animal testing.  The revised 
directive on protecting laboratory 

animals was endorsed by the 
European Parliament in plenary 
session (8 September 2010).  

Under the new arrangements, 
national authorities will have to 

assess the animal welfare 
implications of all experiments 
involving animals with a view to 

promoting alternative testing 
methods where possible.  Protocols 

have also been agreed minimising 
the pain that can be inflicted on 
animals and tightening the rules on 

the use of primates in experiments 
(broadly banning the use of great 

apes in experiments).  However, 
the Parliament and the Council did 

agree to allow the use of such 
primates if there is scientific 
evidence that the goal of the test 

cannot be achieved without using 
these species. 

Animal welfare.  The government 
of Belgium, as holders of the 

rotating presidency of the EU, has 
stated its intention to accelerate 

the development of the second 
Animal Welfare Action Plan (2011 – 
2015) (9 September 2010).  

Particular focus will be placed upon 
‘companion animals’.  In a related 

matter, the Commission will host 
the first international conference 
on animal welfare (1 – 2 October 

2010). 
 

Grassroots sport.  Several 
members of the European 
Parliament have tabled a written 

declaration on increased EU 
support for grassroots sport (6 

September 2010).  The document 
highlights the likely impact of the 
economic crisis on sports funding 

at this level, the contribution of 
physical activity to key policy areas 

and the educational role of sport.  
The commission is expected to 
publish its proposals on sport on 

10 November 2010. 
 

Clean Seas.  The Commission has 
adopted a set of criteria and 
indicators to assess the 

environmental status of Europe’s 
seas (as per the direction of the 

Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive). The criteria concentrate 
on various characteristics of marine 

ecosystems including biological 
diversity, fish population, 

eutrophication, contaminants, litter 
and noise. The overall objective will 

be for Member States to develop 
individual strategies to achieve and 
maintain healthy and productive EU 

marine waters. Environment 
Commissioner Janez Potočnik has 

confirmed that water will be a key 

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=EUEnergy2020
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priority for the time ahead, with 
the publication of a blueprint for 

European waters in 2012. 
 

Growing old.  The Commission 
has announced that 2012 will be 
the European Year for Active 

Ageing – an initiative intended to 
shed light on job opportunities, 

working conditions and healthy 
ageing of older people in Europe. 
As a framework for raising 

awareness, disseminating good 
practice, the Commission invites 

policymakers and other actors to 
commit to specific actions in 2011, 
which can be presented during 

2012. 
 

Globalisation Adjustment Fund.  
The Parliament approved a report 
by Miguel Portas MEP, that calls for 

a cut (from 18 to 9 months) in the 
time taken for the Fund to disburse 

monies (7 September 2010).  
The move has secured the support 
of László Andor, Commissioner for 

Employment and Social Affairs.  A 
Commission report into the 

functioning of the Fund tabled a 
number of criticisms (9 
September 2010).  Since its 

establishment in 2007, the fund 
has paid out only €149m out of a 

total of €2b made available.  
Applications have totalled only 
€373m. 

 
Belgian Government.  Belgium 

remains without a federal 
government after talks to form a 

coalition collapsed (5 September 
2010).  The critical issue continues 
to centre on the electoral district of 

Brussels-Hal-Vilvoorde (BHV) 
adjacent to Brussels, but 

technically within Flanders, where 

100,000 French speakers enjoy 
certain privileges including the 

ability to cast their ballot in French, 
a fact much resented by the 

Flemish.  On 5 September 2010, 
thousands of Flemish separatists 
took part in an annual 

demonstration, which consists of 
symbolically encircling Brussels by 

bike to remind the Bruxellois that 
they are surrounded by Flanders.  
Federal minister for health and 

social affairs in Belgium's caretaker 
government, Laurette Onkelinx, 

has warned that citizens should 
‘get ready for the break-up of 
Belgium’.  Belgium currently holds 

the rotating presidency of the EU. 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS & 
MEETINGS 
 

September  October 

20 - 22 Informal Agriculture 

Council 

 1 - 2 First EU international 

conference on animal 

welfare 

20 – 24 Parliament plenary 

session 

 4 Closing date 

Tender for study into 

macro-economic 

importance of sport 

27 Agriculture & Fisheries 

Council 

 6 Publication of EU Single 

Market ‘Act’ 

29 Publication of 

Commission proposals 

on financial 

supervision 

 6 Parliament plenary 

discussion on European 

Energy Programme for 

Recovery 

30 ECOFIN (Finance) 

Council 

 6 – 7 Committee of the Regions 

Plenary session 

30 Commission-

sponsored energy 

conference 

 7 Parliament mini plenary 

30 Informal Internal 

Market Council 

 7 – 8 Justice & Home Affairs 

Council 

   7 – 8 Informal Culture Council 

   11 Competitiveness Council 

   14 Environment Council  

   15 Transport, 

Telecommunications & 

Energy Council  

   18 – 21 Parliament plenary session 

   19 ECOFIN (Finance) Council 

   21 Informal meeting of EU 

Sports Ministers 

   21 Employment, Social Policy, 

Health & Consumer Affairs 

Council 

   22 Closing date 

Future biodiversity 

strategy 

   25 – 26 Agriculture & Fisheries 

Council 

   28 – 29 European Council 
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CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Dr Ian Duncan 
Rond Point Schuman 6 
B – 1040 
Bruxelles 
 
Tel: 0032 2282 8377 
Fax: 0032 2282 8379 
 
Email: ian.duncan@scottish.parliament.uk 


