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European Council - Fishing 

Iceland has unilaterally increased its quota 
for mackerel harvested in its own waters 
(24 August 2010) resulting in a stand off 

with the EU. Given that mackerel is the 
single most valuable fish to Scotland, 
resolution of the problem is a priority.  
 

Iceland’s EU application 
Formal talks between Iceland and the EU 

opened on 27 July 2010.  Although the 
negotiations are expected to be rapid, 
there are still a number of obstacles 

including: fishing issues, whaling, banking 
reform and aluminium smelting issues. 
 

European Citizens’ Initiative 
Belgium, as holders of the rotating EU 
Presidency, has declared its intention to 

secure agreement between Parliament and 
Council by December 2010 on the ECI.  
An outstanding issue remains the 

threshold for cross-national 
representation. 
 

Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
The Parliament adopted George Lyon’s 
report on the future of CAP post 2013, 

which calls for maintenance of current 
funding levels as a minimum (8 July 

2010). 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
A major Commission-sponsored 
conference took place on CAP (19 – 20 

July), which focused on food security, 
environmentally friendly farming and 
increasing rural prosperity. 

 
Procedural Rights in Criminal Matters 
The Commission has published its draft 

proposals to guarantee that those accused 
of a crime receive information on their 
rights and the charges against them (20 

July 2010). 
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EUROPEAN COUNCIL - FISHING 

 
Current status 

Iceland has unilaterally extended its 
quota for Atlantic mackerel, following 
the increased appearance of the fish in 

its territorial waters (24 August 2010).  
Mackerel is currently the most valuable 

fish to the Scottish fleet. 
 
What’s happening? 

Total allowable catch limits for the 
Northeast Atlantic (i.e. the territorial 

waters of the EU, Iceland, Norway and 
the Faroe Islands) are set in a series of 
multilateral negotiations in the autumn 

of each year.  The catch limits are 
primarily based upon the scientific 

advice of the International Council for 
the Exploration of the Sea (ICES). 
 

Iceland’s economy is the economy of 
Europe that is most heavily reliant upon 

fishing and its related industries.  This is 
all the more so following the economic 
difficulties represented by the collapse of 

Iceland’s banking sector.  Iceland is also 
currently in the early stages of 

application to join the European Union 
(see below). 
 

Increasing temperatures in the northern 
waters has resulted in a significantly 

increased population of mackerel in the 
waters of Iceland.  Traditionally Iceland 

has harvested around 2,000 tonnes of 
mackerel a year.  Iceland has now 
unilaterally raised its quota to around 

130,000 tonnes a year.  The Icelandic 
move follows a similar unilateral action 

quota taken earlier by the Faroese.  
 
Mackerel is widely recognised as one of 

the EU fish stocks harvested in a 
sustainable fashion. 

 
The mackerel stock is primarily fished by 

Scotland and Ireland, both of whom 

have formally protested to the EU 
Fisheries Commissioner Maria Damanaki.  

Ms Damanaki has now written to her 
fellow Commissioner responsible for EU 
accession, Štefan Füle expressing her 

view that the action, ‘risks impacting 
negatively on the forthcoming accession 

negotiations between the EU and 
Iceland’.    
 

In response, the Federation of Icelandic 

Fishing Vessel Owners (IFVO) has stated 
that Iceland has the right to fish its own 
waters as it sees fit.   The IFVO also 

states that they have only taken this 
action following the ‘unreasonable 

behaviour’ of the EU in earlier 
negotiations.  
 

Commissioner Damanaki has agreed to 
work with the fishing ministers of 

Scotland and Ireland in securing a 
resolution to the problem. 
 

In the wider context the mackerel 
situation is recognised by the scientific 

community as a sign of problems yet to 
come.  The warming of the northern 
seas is pushing the spawning and 

feeding grounds of the traditional stocks 
further and further north (and resulting 

in new warm water species such as tuna 
and exotic sunfish appearing in the 
waters of the UK).  Such a development 

may be a bonus for Scotland, Ireland 
and Scandinavia, but is likely to cause 

significant problems for the more 
southerly fishing fleets. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 

3 

ICELAND’S EU APPLICATION 
 

Current status 
Iceland applied for EU membership on 

16 July 2009.  The application received 
the formal endorsement of the European 
Council, with member states agreeing to 

open membership talks with the country 
(17 June 2010).  The Council decision 

received the endorsement of the 
European Parliament on 7 July 2010.  
Formal application negotiations began on 

27 July 2010.   
  

What’s happening? 
The negotiations are expected to 
proceed rapidly (although see above), 

particularly since Iceland is already a 
member of the European Economic Area 

which means that it is already compliant 
with much of the EU’s acquis (body of 
law).  

 
Negotiations are expected to focus upon 

agriculture, fisheries, pollution, taxation, 
economic & monetary policy and 
external relations.  Areas expected to 

cause the most difficulty are expected to 
be fishing (including the emotive whaling 

issue), financial/banking reform and the 
status of Iceland’s aluminium smelters. 
 

The screening process of Iceland’s 
legislation will start in November 2010.   

The talks themselves are expected to 

conclude by early 2012 leading to 
possible accession later in that year. 

 
In announcing the commencement of 
the negotiations, the Belgian Foreign 

Minister Steven Vanackere (whose 
country holds the rotating EU 

Presidency) stated that his fellow foreign 
ministers viewed the Icelandic 
negotiations as an impetus to the 

enlargement process as a whole.  The 
remarks were widely interpreted as a 

positive message to Turkey, which 

lodged its application to join the EU in 
1987, with formal negotiations beginning 

in 2005. (In Turkey’s case a number of 
the 35 negotiating chapters remain 
blocked by particular member states: 

France (5), Austria (3), Germany (2) 
and Cyprus (1)). 

 
 
EUROPEAN CITIZENS’ INITIATIVE 

 
Current status 

The European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI), 
initiated by the Lisbon Treaty, allows EU 
citizens to request new legislation once a 

million signatures across at least nine 
member states have been gathered in 

support of the petition.  Belgium, holders 
of the rotating EU Presidency, has 
declared they would like to see the 

initiative implemented by the end of its 
presidency. 

 
What’s happening? 
The Belgian Presidency of the EU is 

seeking to secure an inter-institutional 
deal on the implementation of the ECI 

by December 2010 (the first 
anniversary of the adoption of the Lisbon 
Treaty).  Emphasising collaboration 

between the Council and Parliament, the 
Belgian State Secretary for European 

Affairs Olivier Chastel stated that, ‘we 
have to look for common ground with 

the European Parliament concerning the 
minimum number of member states 
from which the signatures should come 

and their verification’ (20 July 2010). 
 

The current outstanding issues centre 
around the minimum threshold for cross-
national representation.  The Council 

would support a minimum of one third, 
whilst the Parliament would prefer the 

minimum threshold to be one quarter of 
member states. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 

4 

A request from the Parliament for the 

scrapping of the 100,000 signature 
requirement needed to legally file a 

petition under the ECI has been 
dismissed as impractical by the 
Commission.   

 
Diana Wallis MEP, in her draft report to 

the Parliament’s Petitions Committee, 
had called for the elimination, 
contending that pre-registration checks 

should be enough to determine the 
admissibility of legislative proposals 

tabled under the mechanism (15 July 
2010).   
 

A spokesman for Vice-President Maroš 
Šefčovič (responsible for the ECI) stated 

that were the threshold eliminated, ‘the 
system [would get] bogged down by us 
having to do a detailed admissibility 

check on initiatives which aren't serious 
and don't have broad backing’.  

 
 
COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY 

 
Current status 

During the period 2010-2012 the future 
of the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) post 2013 will be discussed.  As 

part of the debate, a Commission-
sponsored conference took place in 

Brussels (19 – 20 July 2010). 
 

What’s happening? 
The conference in Brussels, which 
included stakeholders from across the 

EU, called on the EU to move away from 
intensive farming to a more sustainable 

model that supports the economic 
renaissance of rural areas.   
 

The upcoming CAP reform was seen by 
many as an opportunity to achieve a 

‘paradigm shift’ from centralised 
intensive production towards a more 

territorial approach that values local 

differences as well as the environment.  
Particular emphasis was placed upon 

local production, local products and 
cultural identities. 
 

The conference used as the basis for its 
discussions a report synthesising the 

responses to the recent consultation.  In 
total some 5,000 contributions were 
received, which focused upon three 

themes: (i) ensuring food security; (ii) 
making agriculture environmentally-

friendly; and (iii) securing the prosperity 
of rural areas.   
 

A number of contributions also called for 
the maintenance of direct support to 

farmers to help them deliver food 
security. More equal distribution of CAP 
money and extra incentives to help 

farmers deliver on environmental 
objectives were also highlighted as 

major topics of concern. 
 
In his contribution to the conference, 

Agriculture Commissioner Dacian Cioloş 
declared: (i) a need to maintain 

agricultural activity in all rural areas; (ii) 
that both small and large farms have a 
role to play in the future CAP, with 

regional differences likely; and (iii) the 
issue of the budget, and whether it will 

see an increase, was for later discussion. 
 

Paolo De Castro MEP, chair of the 
Parliament’s Agriculture and Rural 
Development Committee, noted that 

‘many of our future challenges are 
related to agriculture’ and referred to 

agriculture as ‘the basis for our social 
policy’.  
 

President of the Committee of the 
Regions, Mercedes Bresso, argued that 

‘to guarantee territorial cohesion – set 
as one of the political objectives of the 

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-post-2013/conference/index_en.htm
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EU in the Lisbon Treaty – we must strive 

to ensure that all the EU’s sectoral 
policies are coherent and 

complementary. Before considering 
corrective or compensatory measures, 
we must anticipate the consequences 

that the new legislation will have on 
regions and local communities. This is 

why the CoR believes that all major 
reforms of European policies should be 
subject to territorial impact studies, 

including the CAP’. 
 

The concrete proposals for the EU’s next 
multi-annual financial framework (EU 
Budget) will be tabled in July 2011, in 

tandem with the Commission’s 
legislative proposals on CAP reform. 

 
In a related matter, the French and 
German ministers of agriculture, Bruno 

Le Maire and Ilse Aigner, announced that 
they would come up with a joint position 

on the future of CAP in September 
2010 (21 July 2010). 
 

The Council will begin to discuss the 
outcomes of the consultation at their 19 

September 2010 meeting (to be 
attended by Scottish Agriculture 
Minister, Richard Lochhead MSP), with 

discussions continuing through to the 
next Council meeting 25 - 26 

November 2010.     
 

The Commission is expected to publish 
its Communication setting out different 
options for post 2013 CAP in November 

2010, (which itself will be followed by 
formal public consultation).  Legislative 

proposals are expected to emerge in 
June 2011. 
 

The Parliament’s contribution to the 
conference was based upon the ‘Lyon’ 

report, which set out how farm policy 
should be re-shaped post 2013 (8 July 

2010).  The report, which was drawn up 

by Scottish MEP George Lyon, stressed 
that CAP funds must be ‘at least 

maintained during the next financial 
period’ to help farmers face new 
challenges, such as climate change.   

 
The report also stressed that direct 

payments to farmers should be fully 
funded from the EU budget to avoid any 
co-financing by governments that could 

erode fair competition in the EU single 
market.  

 
The Lisbon Treaty grants co-decision 
power to the Parliament on agricultural 

issues.  However, in terms of the EU’s 
actual budget MEPs can approve or 

reject the final deal.  Commenting on 
this fact, George Lyon MEP stated: ‘We 
have the power [...] to press the nuclear 

button and refuse to accept the budget, 
which means that the 2013 budget rolls 

over again until we get an agreement. 
But that's a pretty big step for the 
Parliament to take.’ However, he 

acknowledged that the budget is unlikely 
to escape the general austerity drive 

being pushed by governments around 
Europe. 
 

 
PROCEDURAL RIGHTS IN CRIMINAL 

PROCEEDINGS 
 

Current status 
EU Justice Ministers agreed a roadmap 
‘for strengthening procedural rights of 

suspected or accused persons in criminal 
proceedings’ in December 2009.  The 

first measure to be endorsed at EU level 
was a guaranteed right to interpretation 
and translation at criminal trials (16 

June 2010).  Work is currently 
progressing under the Belgian 

Presidency to realise the other rights. 
What’s happening? 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2010-0286+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/09/st15/st15434.en09.pdf
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The roadmap agreed in December 2009 

includes a number of actions to 
guarantee specific rights: translation and 

interpretation; information on rights and 
charges; legal advice and aid; 
communication with relatives, employers 

and consular authorities; special 
safeguards for vulnerable persons; and 

possible time limits on pre-trial 
detention. 
 

The Commission has now published 
measures to guarantee that those 

accused of a crime receive information 
on rights and charges (the so-called 
Miranda Rights) (20 July 2010).  

According to the draft proposal 
suspected criminals will be entitled to 

hear/read the following warning in their 
own language: ‘You have the right to be 
informed of what offence you are 

suspected; to the assistance of a lawyer; 
to an interpreter and translation of 

documents [and] to know for how long 
you can be detained.’  
 

Justice Commissioner Viviane Reding has 
proposed a standard format to be used 

in all 27 EU countries, but which allows 
member states free to decide upon the 
exact wording of the document.  At 

present all EU countries apply different 
procedures to deal with suspected 

criminals and arrested persons. All 
provide information orally, but only 12 

deliver ‘letters of rights’ to suspects. 
 

 

OTHER NEWS 
 Sport.  The Commission has outlined 

plans to assess the macro-economic 
impact of sport to help design policies 

that will contribute to the ambition of 
the ‘Europe 2020’ growth and jobs 
strategy (24 August 2010).  The 

Commission has invited researchers 
to tender for the study, with a closing 

date for applications of 4 October 

2010.  The study will seek to provide 
the Commission with ‘sound, 

comprehensive and comparable EU-
wide data on the sport sector’s 
economic role. 

 Innovation strategy.  The Research 
and Innovation Commissioner, Máire 

Geoghegan-Quinn, has announced a 
fund of €6.4 billion for investment in 
research and development to be 

allocated by the end of 2011 (19 
July 2010).  The package aims to 

increase EU competitiveness and to 
tackle issues such as climate change, 
energy, food security, health and the 

ageing population.  The package will 
encompass a range of disciplines with 

€600m allocated for the health 
sector, €1.2b for information and 
communication technology (ICT) 

research, €1.3b for the best creative 
scientists nominated by the European 

Research Council, and to €800m for 
SMEs.  The fund is part of the EU’s 
flagship ‘Innovation Union’, which will 

be launched in the autumn. 
 Industrial Emissions.  The 

Parliament has endorsed the new 
Integrated Pollution Prevention and 
Control (IPPC) Directive (7 July 

2010).  The portmanteau law 
combines seven existing air pollution 

directives, notably the Large 
Combustion Plant Directive and the 

1996 Integrated Pollution Prevention 
and Control (IPPC) Directive.  The 
law sets stricter limits on 

atmospheric pollutants, particularly 
nitrogen oxides (NOx), sulphur 

dioxide (SO2) and dust.  Installations 
will have until 2016 to comply with 
the stricter limits, although longer 

derogations to 2020 are expected for 
the large combustion plants (LCPs).  

The UK’s existing coal plants are 
expected to benefit from this 

http://ec.europa.eu/sport/news/news948_en.htm
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derogation. 

 Emissions Trading Scheme (EU-
ETS).  Greenhouse gas emissions 

from industrial installations covered 
by the EU ETS will be capped at just 
under 1.927 billion allowances for 

2013 (9 July 2010).  The 
Commission decision will impact on 

around 11,000 industrial installations 
and power plants regulated across 
the EU.  In the course of the third 

trading phase (2013 – 2020), the cap 
will be lowered annually by 1.74%, 

taking as a basis the average cap in 
the second trading phase (2008-
2012).  The decision is based on the 

EU’s obligation to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions to 20% below 1990 levels 

by 2020. 
 Coal subsidies.  The Commission 

has published a regulation that would 

see the phasing out of all coal mining 
subsidies by 2014 (20 July 2010).  

Subsidies are currently possible via 
the 2002 regulation on state aid to 
the sector that allows for ‘the 

continued restructuring of the coal 
industry’.  The 2002 regulation will 

lapse at the end of 2010.  The 
Commission is therefore proposing 
interim rules whereby the subsidies 

would be reduced by at least 33% 
each 15 months and paid back to the 

state in case the mine fails to close 
on time.  No monies would be 

available for accessing new reserves.  
The regulation is expected to be 
agreed by the Competitiveness 

Council of 10 December 2010. 
 Biodiversity.  The Commission has 

launched a consultation on a future 
‘EU strategy to conserve biodiversity 
and ensure the provision of 

ecosystem services by 2020’. The 
consultation will continue until 22 

October 2010, and feed into the 
final strategy document, which is 

expected to be published on 14 

December 2010.  The Commission 
intends to build its strategy around a 

limited number measurable strategic 
sub-targets: (i) Sustainable land 
management – agriculture and 

forestry; (ii) sustainable use of 
natural resources – fisheries; (iii) 

protecting habitats and species – 
nature conservation; (iv) working 
with nature and investing in natural 

capital – Green Infrastructure; (v) 
preventing the introduction and 

spread of invasive species. 
 European Energy Programme for 

Recovery.  The Parliament’s Energy 

(ITRE) Committee has adopted the 
report by Kathleen van Brempt MEP 

on amending the Regulation on the 
European Energy Programme for 
Recovery (2 September 2010). The 

amendment would allow unspent 
funds, which were not committed in 

the first calls for projects under the 
programme, to be reallocated to 
energy efficiency and renewable 

energy projects in urban areas by 
creating a new financial instrument. 

The report is expected to be adopted 
by the Parliament in plenary session 
on 6 October 2010. If endorsed by 

the Council the new Regulation could 
be formally adopted by the end of 

2010, with the funds committed to 
projects by 31 March 2011. 

 Energy conference.  The 
Commission is organising a 
conference on the future of European 

energy policy to take place in 
Brussels on 30 September 2010.  

The aim of the conference will be to 
identify the key issues for the future 
of energy and to discuss the thematic 

priorities for any strategy. The results 
of the public consultation on the 

stock-taking document ‘Towards an 
Energy Strategy for Europe 2011 - 
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2020’ will also be presented. Panels 

will be held on saving energy, 
building a pan-European integrated 

energy market, fostering innovation 
towards a low-carbon energy system 
and reinforcing the external 

dimension of European energy policy. 
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October 

4 Closing date 

Tender for study into macro-

economic importance of sport 

6 Parliament plenary discussion 

on European Energy 

Programme for Recovery 

6 – 7  Committee of the Regions 

Plenary session 

7 Parliament mini plenary 

7 – 8  Justice & Home Affairs 

Council  

7 – 8 Informal Culture Council 

11 Competitiveness Council 

14 Environment Council  

15 Transport, 

Telecommunications & 

Energy Council  

18 – 21 Parliament plenary session 

19 ECOFIN (Finance) Council 

21 Informal meeting of EU 

Sports Ministers 

21 Employment, Social Policy, 

Health & Consumer Affairs 

Council 

22 Closing date 

Future biodiversity strategy 

25 – 26 Agriculture & Fisheries 

Council 

28 – 29 European Council 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS & 
MEETINGS 
 

 

September  

6 – 9 Parliament plenary session 

7 Informal Transport Council 

9 – 10 Committee of the Regions 

Bureau 

15 Informal Transport Council  

16 Informal European Council 

20 - 22 Informal Agriculture 

Council 

20 – 24 Parliament plenary session 

27 Agriculture & Fisheries 

Council 

30 ECOFIN (Finance) Council 

30 Commission-sponsored 

energy conference 

30 Informal Internal Market 

Council 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 


