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European Council 
EU Heads of State & Government met in 
Brussels on 16 – 17 June 2010.  The 
discussions focused upon four core areas: 
the Europe 2020 strategy, economic 
governance, financial structures and 
climate change. 
 

A number of initiatives were endorsed 
including a bank tax, a re-defined 
‘dynamic debt’, poverty targets for the 
Europe 2020 strategy and agreement to 
stress test all the EU’s banks. 
 
Belgian Presidency of the EU 
Belgium will assume the rotating 
Presidency of the Council of the EU on 1 
July 2010.  Following the federal elections 
much discussion has focused upon the 
formation of a government, as well as the 
role of regional leaders. 
 

Priorities include R&D, internal market 
review and regional policy. 
 
Citizens’ Initiative 
Foreign Ministers agreed on a number of 
aspects of the proposal, including a 
reduction to 100,000 signatures before the 
admissibility is checked, and the use of 
degressive proportionality. 
 
Cohesion policy 
Both the Parliament and Commission have 
been addressing issues of bureaucracy and 
transparency.  The Commission has 
introduced interim measures to ensure 

that funds are fully utilised.  Further, 
Belgium has confirmed that it will initiate a 
debate on the next cycle of EU funding. 
 
Cross Border Health Directive 
In preparation for the return of this 
directive to the Health (ENVI) Committee 
of the Parliament, rapporteur Françoise 
Grossetête MEP has been outlining her 
concerns.  
 
Procedural Rights in Criminal Matters 
Directive 
A plenary session of the Parliament has 
endorsed the directive on Procedural 
Rights in Criminal Matters (16 June 
2010).  The proposal will now be signed 
off by the JHA Council (7 – 8 October 
2010). 
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EUROPEAN COUNCIL 
 
Current status 
The EU Heads of State and Government 
met in Council in Brussels 16 – 17 June 
2010. 
 
What’s happening? 
EU leaders focused on four areas: (i) the 
Europe 2020 Strategy; (ii) economic 
governance; (iii) financial services; and 
(iv) climate change. 
 

Europe 2020 Strategy.  Member states 
agreed on the numerical targets at the 
heart of the Europe 2020 strategy.  Of 
particular importance was council 
agreement on the ‘quantification of the 
education and social inclusion/poverty 
indicators’.   
 

On education, agreement was reached 
on a target to reduce school drop-out 
rates to less than 10% from their 
current 15%.  Backing was also given to 
increasing the share of 30 - 34 year olds 
that have completed higher education to 
at least 40% of the total age cohort. 
Even Germany, which had vehemently 
opposed the targets (believing that 
education was a national and regional 
matter), finally accepted them.  
 

On the issue of poverty, the agreement 
eliminates percentages from the target 
(to reduce the number of Europeans 
living in poverty by 25%), but leaves 
intact the absolute objective of reducing 
by 20 million the number of people at 
risk of poverty and exclusion.  Each 
country will be free to set its national 
target on the basis of the most 
appropriate indicator: ‘at-risk-of-
poverty’, ‘material deprivation’ or 
‘jobless household’. 
 

The other targets were less controversial 
and had previously been broadly 
accepted.   

 

Member states must now act to 
implement these policies at national 
level. 
 
Economic governance.  EU leaders 
agreed to greater surveillance and co-
ordination of national budgets across the 
community.  Member states agreed that 
from 2011 they would present budgetary 
data to the Commission in the first half 
each year so that the Commission and 
Council could assess the assumptions 
that underpin them.   
 

However, the UK will present such 
information only after it has been 
presented to the House of Commons, 
following an agreement brokered by 
Prime Minister David Cameron. 
 

Leaders also agreed to develop a 
scoreboard ‘to better assess 
competitiveness developments and 
imbalances’ and allow for the early 
detection of unsustainable or dangerous 
trends. 
 

The possibility of sanctions against 
countries found to have breached rules 
will not be finalised until a high-level 
task force, led by Herman Van Rompuy, 
President of the European Council, 
reports in October 2010.   
 

The Van Rompuy Task Force will look at 
whether withholding EU funds might be 
an option for punishing governments 
guilty of any breach.  (However, the 
Franco-German proposal to suspend 
countries’ voting rights is unlikely to 
feature in the report, following concerted 
criticism). 
 
Bank ‘stress tests’.  EU leaders agreed to 
publish the results of ‘stress tests’ on 
their banks by the end of July 2010 in 
an effort to improve confidence in the 
sector. To date the EU has only 
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conducted one stress test for the 
banking sector as a whole, rather than 
for individual countries or banks. The 
results, published in autumn 2009, 
indicated that the sector was sound and 
could withstand a much worse economic 
downturn than the one which had taken 
place.   
 
A bank tax. The Franco-German 
proposal for a tax on financial 
insititutions won support amongst 
member states.  The Council conclusions 
read: ‘The EU should lead efforts to set a 
global approach for introducing systems 
for levies and  taxes on financial 
institutions’.  The intention was for the 
issue to be discussed during the G20 
and G8 meetings in Toronto, Canada (26 
– 27 June 2010).  Sweden, the Czech 
Republic and Britain reinforced their 
opposition to a tax on transactions (as 
opposed to institutions). 
 

Herman Van Rompuy was at pains to 
stress that if no consensus emerged 
from the G20 in Toronto, the EU will 
maintain its position and proceed by 
applying a levy on all banks. 
 
Dynamic debt.  The Council agreed on a 
new concept, ‘Dynamic Debt’, to 
strengthen budgetary discipline, and 
place more emphasis on ‘levels and 
evolutions of debt and overall 
sustainability’. Under the plans (to be 
published by the Commisison on 30 
June 2010), a member state will not 
face sanctions, even if its debt level is 
above the 60% of GDP as defined in the 
Stability and Growth Pact, as long as its 
debt trend is declining.   
 

The new definition was required to avoid 
automatic sanctions being placed upon 
12 of the EU’s member states: Italy 
(115.8%), Greece (115.1%), Belgium 
(96.7%), Hungary (78.3%), France 

(77.6%), Portugal (76.8%) and 
Germany (73.2%), Malta (69.1%), the 
United Kingdom (68.1%), Austria 
(66.5%), Ireland (64.0%) and the 
Netherlands (60.9%). 
 

The proposal will include sanctions for 
member states that do not respect debt 
criteria, as well as new debt indicators 
and a mechanism to increase co-
ordination of national economic policies 
(the so-called ‘European semester’). 
 
Climate change. Following the 
publication of the Commission's 
communication analysing options to 
move beyond 20% greenhouse gas 
emission reductions and assessing the 
risk of carbon leakage, EU leaders 
requested that the Commission 
undertake further analysis including of 
the consequences for each Member 
State.  The Council will consider the 
issue again in the autumn, in advance of 
the Cancun climate change conference. 
 
 
BELGIAN PRESIDENCY OF THE EU 
 
Current status  
Belgium will take over the rotating 
Presidency of the Council of the EU on 1 
July 2010. 
 
What’s happening? 
Belgium’s preparation for accession to 
the EU presidency has been complicated 
by its absence of government, a federal 
election and the fact that a new coalition 
government is unlikely to be functional 
until the autumn (at the earliest). 
 

National election.  The national election 
of 13 June 2010 resulted in an 
unexpectedly strong showing for the 
moderate independence party of 
Flanders (the New Flemish Alliance (N-
VA)).  The N-VA campaigned on a 
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platform of greater devolution of power 
to the regions.  The complicated political 
situation in Belgium means that the 
coalition government is likely to be 
composed of the N-VA from Flanders 
and the Socialists from Wallonia.  The 
next PM is expected to be Elio di Rupo of 
Wallonia. 
 

Impact on EU Presidency.  Regarding 
Belgium’s EU Presidency, current 
European Council President Herman Van 
Rompuy, himself a former Belgian Prime 
Minister, stated that it would not be a 
problem if Belgium did not have a new 
government in place by the start of the 
presidency on 1 July because, ‘the 
summer months are calm. If we have a 
government by September, it can still 
take up the reins and continue for the 
rest of presidency.’  
 

Commenting at the same press 
conference, Belgian State Secretary 
Olivier Chastel stated that parts of the 
Belgian EU Presidency programme would 
be unaffected by the political transition 
at federal level, because ‘they fall under 
the competencies of regional 
governments’. He continued, the regions 
‘have important competencies, 
sometimes exclusive. Some community 
and regional ministers chair some 
formations [of the Council of the EU] and 
they are not in a caretaker capacity, only 
the federal level is.’ (See below). 
 

Belgium’s EU presidency programme 
was formally adopted by the caretaker 
government of Yves Leterme and 
Belgium’s constituent regions on 16 
June 2010.  The Belgian Government 
met with group leaders of the European 
Parliament (21 – 23 June 2010) and 
with the Conference of Presidents (24 
June 2010) to discuss the programme 
ahead of its launch on 2 July 2010. 
Yves Leterme will address a plenary 

session of the European Parliament on 7 
July 2010. 
 
Belgian priorities.  The caretaker Belgian 
government has announced that the 
core focus of its presidency will be 
innovation policy.  The ambition of the 
Belgians is to streamline innovation 
policy and to draw it more closely to 
research and development policy. 
 

The autumn Heads of State & 
Government summit (28 – 29 October 
2010) is expected to focus on 
innovation policy, although the report by 
President Van Rompuy on economic 
governance may end up sharing top 
billing.  The key aspects of innovation 
policy to be explored include the terms 
of the new Research and Innovation Plan 
(including intellectual property, research 
funding, public procurement and 
innovation infrastructure).   
 

Member states will also be expected to 
sign off on individual national targets for 
research spending at the same event. 
The final version of the plan will be 
approved at a next summit in December 
2010. 
 

Other issues that are intended to make 
progress include: (i) the development of 
European patent law; (ii) the completion 
of the internal market review (following 
publication of the Monti report); and (iii) 
tackling counterfeiting.  
 

Regional dimension. Belgium is a federal 
state with significant powers devolved to 
its regions, Flanders, Wallonia and 
Brussels-Capital.  As a result, a number 
of Council meetings will be chaired by 
regional ministers or by representatives 
of the country’s three linguistic 
communities (Dutch, French and 
German) (see table below). 
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Only three Councils (General Affairs, 
ECOFIN and Justice & Home Affairs) and 
two Council subgroups (Consumer Policy 
and Telecommunications) will be chaired 
exclusively by federal ministers without 
regional support.  In the remaining 
Councils (EPSCO, Agriculture  and 
Transport & Energy), the Belgian regions 
will be strongly represented.    
 
 
CITIZENS’ INITIATIVE 
 
Current status  
EU Foreign Ministers have agreed a 
‘general approach’ to the European 
Citizens' Initiative (14 June 2010). 
 
What’s happening? 
The European Citizens' Initiative (ECI), 
introduced by the Lisbon Treaty, allows 
citizens to request new EU legislation 
(once a million signatures across at least 
nine member states have been collected 
asking the Commission to act).   
 

The EU Foreign Affairs Council has asked 
the Spanish Presidency of the Council to 
start negotiations with the Parliament to 
enable the regulation to be adopted at 
first reading.   

 

The Council stressed that any ‘proposed 
initiative must fall within an area of EU 
competence and be consistent with the 
Union’s values’.  The Council also 
accepted that support could be 
expressed either in paper form or online. 
Admissibility of the proposal would be 
checked once the initiative had gathered 
100,000 supporters (rather than the 
300,000 envisaged in the Commission’s 
draft text). 
 
 

The Foreign Ministers established a key 
for calculating the number of supporters 
necessary from each member state; the 
minimum number of signatories for each 
participating country should ‘be 
degressively proportional to the size of 
each member state,’ i.e. a smaller state 
will need proportionally more signatories 
than a bigger state.  
 
 

This means that the threshold for over 
half of member states will be lower or 
significantly lower than 0.2% of the 
population, whilst for smaller member 
states the threshold will be higher. 
 
 
 

Council  Chair Region/community 
Environment J. Schauvliege Flanders 
Regional Policy R. Demotte Wallonia 
Research 
(Competitiveness) 

B. Cerexhe Brussels-Capital 

Industry  
(Competitiveness) 

J.-C. Marcourt Wallonia 

Tourism 
(Competitiveness) 

I. Weykmans German community 

Fisheries K. Peeters Flanders 
Education P. Smet Flanders 
Youth I. Weykmans German community 
Sport P. Muyters Flanders 
Culture F. Laanan French community 
Audiovisual F. Laanan French community 
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COHESION POLICY 
 
Current status 
The rules for the management of 
cohesion funds have been criticised as 
complex and bureaucratic. Both the 
Parliament and Commission have 
recently sought to address these 
problems. 
 

What’s happening? 
Events in the Parliament.  The 
Parliament has endorsed a report into 
the Commission proposal to improve 
transparency of EU funding (‘the 
European Transparency Initiative’).  The 
report calls for the publishing online of 
the names of people who abuse or 
defraud regional and cohesion funds.   
 

The report, drafted by Michail 
Tremopoulos MEP, was endorsed by an 
overwhelming majority on 15 June 
2010.  According to the report, the 
‘disclosure of EU fund recipients enables 
public participation in a meaningful 
debate about how public money is spent, 
which is essential for functioning 
democracies’. 
 

Interim rule change.  Following this, the 
Commission has announced its intention 
to simplify access to regional and 
cohesion funds (24 June 2010). 
Current cohesion funding (2007-2013) 
accounts for one third of the total EU 
budget.  The new rules announced by 
the Commission are intended to both 
make it easier to apply for, access and 
manage EU funding for projects and also 
provide a much needed impetus to the 
EU labour market. 
 

The particular problem highlighted by 
Regional Policy Commissioner Johannes 
Hahn at the launch of the new rules was 
that in the current economic situation, 
member states and regions were finding 
it difficult to provide the required ‘match’ 

funding in the time necessary. 
 

Following the changes member states 
that have not used all the regional funds 
available to them within the allocated 
period have been given a grace period to 
speed up their absorption of EU money. 
Under current EU regulations, a two-
year rule applies, i.e. if funding allocated 
in 2008 was not spent by a given 
country by the end of 2010, it would 
automatically be returned to the EU 
budget. 
 

Under the new rules, member states 
have been given an extended deadline, a 
measure which the Commission believes 
will avoid total losses of around €220 
million for certain countries: Spain 
(€125m), Italy (€56m), UK (€9m), 
Germany (€6m), Netherlands (€4m) 
and €20 million for co-operation projects 
between several countries. 
 

Other measures include a new ceiling 
that will allow smaller scale projects to 
be approved by member states alone, 
with the Commission retaining right of 
initiation only for large scale projects.  It 
is anticipated that this measure will 
speed up start-up. 
 

Finally, major projects can now be 
funded by utilising money from several 
regional funds, e.g. a major road built 
across different regions could now be co-
financed by several regional funding 
programmes. Under previous rules this 
was not possible. 
 
The future of cohesion policy.  Belgium, 
the next (rotating) President of the 
Council of the EU has announced that it 
will initiate debate on the future of 
cohesion funding, 2013 – 2020. 
 

The question at the heart of the debate 
is whether all funds should go to the 
least-developed regions or whether a 
proportion of funds should be reserved 
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to help the less developed regions of 
(relatively) wealthy member states 
achieve EU targets. 
 

Spain, the current holders of the 
Presidency of the Council of the EU, has 
argues strongly that all regions, not only 
the poorest ones, should benefit from 
cohesion funds.  Belgium, as a country 
with distinct regional issues, is also 
believed to hold similar views, as is 
Flanders, the wealthier of Belgium’s 
regions.   
 

On the issue of the share of the EU 
budget (2014 – 2020) to be allocated to 
regional ambitions, the Belgian 
Government is seeking to broker 
agreement between those member 
states that would wish to see funding 
maintained at present levels, and those 
cogniscent of the current financial 
situation, who would wish to see it 
reduced. 
 

The Belgian Presidency has scheduled a 
meeting on the future of territorial co-
operation for 30 September - 1 
October 2010, with a meeting on the 
future of cohesion funding to follow, 22 
– 23 November 2010. 
 

The 5th Cohesion report will be published 
on 12 October 2010. 
 
 
CROSS-BORDER HEALTH DIRECTIVE 
 
Current status 
EU Health ministers adopted a 
compromise text on the draft directive at 
their recent Council meeting. 
 
What’s happening? 
The Cross Border Health Directive 
completed its first reading in the 
Parliament in April 2009.  Following 
adoption of a compromise text at the 
last Health Council, the proposal will now 

return to the Health (ENVI) Committee 
to begin its second reading.   
 

The text adopted by the Parliament 
during the first reading was more far-
reaching than the compromise text 
adopted by the Council. Member states 
accepted a compromise that would see 
patients reimbursed for medical 
treatment in other EU member states, 
but with provisions to allow health 
authorities to prevent patients from 
travelling under certain circumstances. 
Greater clarity was also given to the 
issue of ex-pat pensioners. 
 

However, the Parliament has taken a 
more patient-centred view of the 
directive as it relates to patient mobility, 
with some MEPs openly stating that 
Council compromise attaches too many 
conditions to patients’ rights. 
 

Françoise Grossetête MEP, rapporteur on 
the directive, described some of the 
directive’s commitments as ‘fragile’ and 
said the final text should be more 
equitable. 
 
‘This is good news because the game 
was not a foregone conclusion. Member 
states finally agreed on a text enabling a 
concrete answer to the patients that 
decide to cross the border to seek 
treatment. As the rapporteur of the 
European Parliament, I want more 
equity and more justice for all patients, 
depending on their medical needs and 
not on their financial means. There is 
still a lot of work to do in the European 
Parliament given the fragility of the 
commitments made by some of the 
member states’. 
 

The Belgian Presidency is expected to 
begin negotiations with MEPs with a view 
to securing agreement before Hungary 
assumes the presidency in 2011.   
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PROCEDURAL RIGHTS IN CRIMINAL 
MATTERS DIRECTIVE 
 
Current status 
Following the backing of the Parliament’s 
Civil Liberties Committee (10 April 
2010), the full Parliament has now 
endorsed the Procedural Rights Directive 
(16 June 2010). 
 
What’s happening? 
The Procedural Rights Directive aims to 
ensure that all EU citizens suspected of a 
crime in an EU country other than their 
own will have the right to receive 
translation and interpretation of all legal 
proceedings in their own language. 
 

The Parliament backed the proposal by 
637 votes to 21.  The directive will now 
be considered by the next JHA Council 
(7 – 8 October 2010), although this is 
considered a formality since the text has 
changed little since the Council 
endorsement of 4 June 2010. 
Thereafter member states will have have 
three years to transpose the directive 
into national law. 
 

The new law will ensure that individuals 
suspected of having committed a crime 
will receive written translations of all 
documents, including the detention 
order, charge sheet and indictment.  The 
proposal replaces the previous rules 
where oral translation summaries of the 
evidence was considered adequate.   
 

Interpretation will also now have to be 
provided not only at trial but also for 
communication with lawyers and during 
investigations, including police 
interrogation.  Where the presence of 
interpreters is impossible video-
conferencing, telephone or the internet 
can be used. 
 

The cost of providing such services will 
be borne by the EU country in which the 

accused is standing trial, rather than by 
the accused themselves. 
 
 
OTHER NEWS 
Globalisation Adjustment Fund.  The 
Parliament approved EU Globalisation 
Adjustment Fund (EGAF) aid for regions 
in Ireland and Spain (15 June 2010). 
The EGAF aims to support workers who 
lose their jobs as a result of 
‘globalisation’, by assisting re-entry into 
the workforce.   
 

The fund has an annual budget of up to 
€500m and can be activated where a 
sector/company in a region has 
experienced 500 redundancies within 
four months.  The fund is co-financed by 
member states, with the EU paying up to 
65% of the total cost. 
 

Spain will receive monies to support 
ceramic workers in the construction 
sector of Valencia (181 companies have 
collectively declared 1,600 redundancies, 
resulting in an award of €6.6m) and 
wood workers in Castilla-La Mancha (557 
jobs lost, resulting in nearly €2m in 
funding).  South-East Ireland will receive 
€2.6m following the loss of 598 jobs 
from four companies in the ceramic 
crystals industry. 
 
Gas supply rules.  Following the 
Russian-Ukrainian gas crisis of January 
2009 the Commission-proposed revision 
of the existing regulation on security of 
gas supply (16 July 2009).  The 
amendments envisaged a more co-
ordinated response to supply crises and 
the establishment of competent 
authorities responsible for monitoring 
gas supply developments in each 
member state.  Trialogue negotiations 
(between the institutions) on the 
proposal have now resulted in 
agreement (27 June 2010), paving the 



BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 
9 

way for a plenary vote in the Parliament 
(5 – 9 July 2010) and endorsement in 
Council (15 October 2010). 
 
Cross border divorce.  The Parliament 
supported the enhanced co-operation 
initiative of 14 EU countries (not 
including the UK) to choose the 
applicable law in cases of cross-border 
divorce (16 June 2010).  The 
Parliament will now be consulted by the 
Council on the common rules. 
 
The ‘wise’ men.  The Secretary General 
of the ‘Wise Men’ (the EU Reflection 
Group on the Future of Europe) has 
called for the setting up of a permanent 
body to address issues of long-term 
thinking and strategic planning (21 
June 2010). 
 
Tuna off the menu.  The Fisheries 
Commissioner, Maria Damanaki has 
banned the large-scale fishing of bluefin 
tuna fishing in the Mediterranean and 
eastern Atlantic (9 June 2010).  The 
ban will apply until the end of the 2010 
fishing season.  (The ban affects purse 
seiners).  
 
Iceland and the EU.  At the EU Heads 
of State and Government Council leaders 
agreed to recommend the opening of 
accession talks with Iceland (17 June 
2010).  The Council conclusions note 
that Iceland will be under scrutiny for 
‘areas of weakness identified in the 
Commission's Opinion, including in the 
area of financial services’.   
 

The UK Foreign Minister, William Hague, 
has confirmed that the UK, ‘will not 
block the start of Iceland's accession 
negotiations, but we will want it to be 
clear at the start that Iceland is 
committed to resolving its financial and 
legal obligations’.  The Netherlands had 

previously announced it would not block 
the talks.  
 
Sport licensing. The Parliament has 
adopted a resolution calling for the 
introduction of a licensing system for 
sports agents (17 June 2010).  A 
Commission study (2009) had estimated 
that there were around 6,000 agents in 
the EU covering over than 30 sports 
disciplines and generating a turnover of 
€200m (in the 2007/08).  The MEPs 
stressed that sports federations lack the 
means to control or pursue direct action 
against unregistered sports agents.  The 
resolution also called for players' agents 
not to be allowed to receive mediators' 
fees for football transfers involving 
minors. 
 
Nutrition labelling.  The Parliament 
has voted on the Regulation on the 
provision of food information to 
consumers (16 June 2010), supporting 
mandatory nutrition labelling of pre-
packed foods. However, the Parliament 
rejected the proposed ‘traffic light’ 
system that would have given 
consumers a visual warning for high fat, 
sugar or salt content of a product.  The 
Parliament prefers that producers of 
processed foods indicate on the 
packaging the content of energy, salt, 
sugar, fat and saturated fat.   
 
The Parliament backed the proposal for 
mandatory origin labelling of meat, fish, 
poultry and dairy products, even when 
used as an ingredient in processed food, 
as well as of other single-ingredient 
products.   
 

The report of the Parliament’s 
Environment (ENVI) Committee was 
adopted, with amendments, by 559 
votes in favour to 54 against amid 32 
abstentions.   
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No quick agreement on the draft 
legislation is expected with the Council 
and the text is likely to return to 
Parliament for a second reading in 
2011. 
 
Derivatives.  Following investigation 
into the derivatives sector in October 
2008, the Commission has launched a 
consultation into the regulation of the 
sector (14 June 2010).  The 
consultation poses a series of questions 
intended to help shape a draft law, 
which the the Commission is expected to 
publish in September 2010.  The 
closing date for the consultation is 10 
July 2010. 
 
Hedge funds.  A trialogue discussion 
(between the institutions) is currently 
ongoing in an attempt to secure 
agreement on the draft Alternative 
Investment Fund Managers Directive 
(AIFMD).   
 

The main regulatory component of the 
proposed legislation is an obligation for 
EU-based managers of ‘alternative 
investment funds’ (i.e. hedge funds) to 
register and disclose their activities, so 
improving supervision and avoidance of 
systemic risks.   
 

The obligations are not applied to the 
funds themselves, but only to their 
managers, who are considered 
responsible for key decisions.  A 
complication in the discussions is the 
apparent inability of the US managers to 
be able to comply with the ‘equivalence 
criteria’ proposed by the Parliament. 
The issue also discussed at the G20 talks 
in Toronto (26 – 27 June 2010).  It will 
return to Council and Parliament for 
further debate in July 2010. 
 
Coal subsidy.  The Commission intends 
to publish proposals to extend the 

subsidies to the coal sector until 2023 (6 
July 2010). The current coal 
derogation, which allows sector-specific 
state subsidiy for ‘hard coal’, would have 
expired at the end of 2010.  In the 
absence of a new rules, the industry 
would have been subject to general  
state aid rules, so reducing opportunity 
for state aid. 
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS & 
MEETINGS 
 
 
July  
1 Start of Belgian Presidency of 

the Council of the EU 
2 Closing date of consultation on 

EU energy policy strategy 
2011 - 2020 

5 – 8 European Parliament plenary 
session 

8 - European Parliamentary recess 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August  
 Recess  
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CONTACT 
DETAILS 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Ian Duncan 
Rond Point Schuman 6 
B – 1040 
Bruxelles 
 
Tel: 0032 2282 8377 
Fax: 0032 2282 8379 
 
Email: 
ian.duncan@scottish.parliament.uk 


