
NEWS IN BRIEF  

 

Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
Officials from DG Agriculture have begun to 
outline synergies between the reform of the 
CAP and the overarching headline targets of 
the Europe 2020 Strategy.  The Commission is 
expected to publish its first communication on 
CAP reform in November 2010. 
 
Europe 2020 strategy 
The Strategy, which lost two headline targets 
following the Heads of Government Council 
(25 – 26 March 2010 (education and 
poverty) has come in for further criticism. 
Romanian President Traian Basescu has 
expressed his disappointment that there is no 
headline target relating to regional 
development (27 April 2010). 
 
Sports Policy 
The Commission is currently exploring how to 
address its new competency in the field of 
sports. It is anticipated that a limited 
programme will be developed until 2013, with 
a fully-fledged policy emerging after the EU 
Budget negotiations.  The Council has set up 
an informal working group to take forward the 
issue.  The group will meet on 11 May 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justice 
The two Commissioners responsible for 
Justice & Security (Viviane Reding)  and 
Home Affairs (Cecilia Malmström) outlined 
the Stockholm (Justice) Programme to the 
European Parliament (20 April 2010). 
Key priorities included addressing asylum & 
immigration, as well as further exploration of 
cross border issues (including divorce, 
victims’ rights and child protection). 
 
Smart Grids 
The Commission is currently awaiting the 
views of its expert group on smart grids (set 
up in November 2009) before considering 
how best to address the development of a 
supportive framework.  Both legislative and 
non legislative options are expected to be 
explored by the group.  The report will be 
published in June 2010. 
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AGRICULTURE POLICY  
Proposal 
The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
 
Current status 
A public debate on the future of the CAP 
has now begun with a view to securing 
agreement on a revised policy in 2013. 
 
What’s happening? 
Early debate around the reformation of 
the CAP has coincided with discussion of 
the Commission’s successor to the 
Lisbon Strategy, ‘Europe 2020’.  Senior 
DG Agriculture officials, addressing the 
Congress of the International Federation 
of Agricultural Journalists (22 April 
2010) stated that farming has changed 
almost beyond measure since the policy 
was instituted.  Loretta Dormal-Marino, 
deputy director-general of the DG 
Agriculture stressed that, ‘the policy’s 
area of co-operation goes beyond 
agriculture’. 
 

The CAP budget (2007 – 2013) is 
currently some €231bn, with €96bn 
coming directly from the EU, €70bn from 
national financing and some €65bn 
private expenditure. 
 

Ms Dormal-Marino believes that a 
renewed CAP can contribute to the 
Europe 2020 strategy by fostering 
‘green’ and innovative technologies, that 
address issues such as climate change, 
investing in skills, training and 
entrepreneurship and improving 
competitiveness by promoting farming 
that manages resources in a sustainable 
manner. Endeavours should also be 
made to help develop a low-carbon rural 
economy and ‘unlock the wider potential 
of rural areas’. 
 

‘Future rural development needs more 
support for competitiveness in an 
environmentally sustainable way,’ she 

said, citing the provision of aid for 
investment in renewable energy, such as 
biogas, to help farmers produce their 
own energy from manure. 
 

Dormal-Marino envisaged direct 
payments for land managers in return 
for supporting the public good, such as 
services to help with climate change 
mitigation and sustainable land 
management, to preserve natural 
resources including biodiversity, water 
and soil. 
 

The Commission intends to publish a 
formal Communication on CAP reform by 
the end of 2013 (likely November 
2010).  Legal proposals will follow at the 
beginning of 2011, while formal 
negotiations between Council and 
Parliament (which now has co-decision 
power) are expected to begin in spring 
2011. 
 
 
EUROPE 2020 
Proposal 
Europe 2020 is the new flagship 
economic development strategy, and 
successor to the Lisbon Strategy. 
 
Current status 
The Europe 2020 Strategy was launched 
by Commission President Barroso in 
March 2010, following a short 
consultation.  Two of the ‘headline 
targets’ (concerning education and 
poverty) were rejected by the Spring 
Council (25 – 26 March 2010).   
  
What’s happening? 
Following rejection of two of the headline 
targets by Heads of Government, 
Romanian President Traian Basescu has 
further criticised Europe 2020 for lacking 
commitment to pursue the EU’s goal of 
bridging regional development gaps (27 
April 2010). 
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Basescu, speaking during a visit to 
Brussels stated that, ‘We are against the 
re-distribution of the cohesion funds for 
attaining the Europe 2020 strategy 
objectives.’  The Romanian President 
also spoke in critical terms about the 
strategy’s predecessor, the Lisbon 
Agenda, which he stated had largely 
failed to meet its stated objective of 
turning the EU into ‘the world's most 
dynamic knowledge-based economy by 
2010’. 
 

The EU’s regional policy, Basescu said, is 
the ‘most important Community 
instrument’ for successfully 
implementing Europe 2020.  ‘Without 
internal cohesion, [the EU] is not 
competitive; it does not count in global 
competition. Romania appeals for 
accelerating the process of reducing the 
gaps between the older and the newer 
members of the EU.’   
 

President Basescu’s comments echo the 
criticisms expressed by a number of 
eastern European leaders that ‘cohesion’ 
was not included as one of the headline 
targets in the orginal published strategy. 
There was a sense that the strategy was 
primarily aimed at the ‘developed’ 
economies of the west, rather than 
attempting to develop the emerging 
economies of the east. 
 

The Summer Council (15 – 16 June 
2010) will agree the European 2020 
targets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPORTS POLICY 
Proposal 
Article 165 of the Lisbon Treaty: Sports 
Policy 
 
Current status 
The adoption of the Lisbon Treaty 
extended EU competence to sport.  
 
What’s happening? 
The Commission is currently developing 
a specific EU sports programme, to be 
supported by a budget. The new 
competence also allows for better 
promotion of sport in other EU policy 
areas and programmes, such as health 
and education.  The Treaty provisions 
allow the EU to speak with one voice in 
international forums. EU sports ministers 
will now also begin meeting in official 
Sports Council meetings. 
 

The Commission hopes to table a 
political framework for sport policy at EU 
level before the end of 2010. The 
document will be followed by an action 
plan to implement the policies and a 
proposal for a future EU sport 
programme.  The new programme will 
be prepared on the basis of experience 
gained from the sports preparatory 
actions currently being conducted. The 
first, limited EU sports programme 
should follow these preparatory actions 
in 2012 - 2013, before a fully-fledged 
programme can begin with adoption of 
the EU’s next Multi Annual Financial 
Framework in 2014.   
 

At an informal meeting of EU sports 
ministers it was agreed to hold a 
‘structured dialogue’ between actors 
across all levels of sport with a view to 
implementing the EU’s new powers on 
sport (21 April 2010).  The dialogue 
will take the form of an advisory group 
dealing with specific topics.  The group 
will include representatives of public 
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authorities, the EU Council of Ministers, 
the European Commission, the 
Presidency Trio (Spain, Belgium and 
Hungary), member states, the European 
Parliament and the sports world.  
 

The ministers also agreed to set up an 
informal Council working group on social 
inclusion and equality. The decision will 
be formalised during May’s sports 
ministerial meeting (11 May 2010). 
Similar informal Council working groups 
already exist for sports and health, non-
profit sports organisations, and 
education and training in sport. 
 
 
JUSTICE  
Proposal 
The ‘Stockholm Programme’  
 
Current status 
The  ‘Stockholm Programme’ - a 
legislative agenda in the area of justice 
and home affairs (2009-2014) - was 
tabled by Sweden during its EU 
Presidency in 2009.  The Programme 
includes 170 initiatives and replaces the 
previous justice agenda, the Hague 
Programme.   
 

The European Parliament voted on the 
programme in November 2009 and EU 
leaders endorsed the broad outline of 
the strategy during their summit in 
December 2009.  
 
What’s happening? 
The two Commissioners responsible for 
the justice portfolios presented details of 
the Stockholm Programme to the 
European Parliament (20 April 2010). 
Home Affairs Commissioner Cecilia 
Malmström identified asylum seekers’ 
rights and seasonal workers’ rules as the 
two main priorities in terms of 

immigration, with further efforts to 
foster a burden-sharing mechanism for 
asylum.   
 

She went on to say that the Commission 
will start ‘to review the member states' 
national asylum systems and identify the 
issues related to capacities which will 
enable member states to support each 
other in building capacity’.  A new 
proposal on the ‘joint processing of 
asylum applications, aimed at enforcing 
mutual recognition of refugee rights’, will 
be presented in 2014.   
 

In addition, the Commission will present 
a legislative proposal to regulate the 
access of third-countries’ seasonal 
migrants to Europe later in 2010. 
 

Commission Vice-President, Viviane 
Reding, in charge of justice and security 
will review the 1995 Data Protection 
Directive, and also seek to develop new 
regulations to protect citizens’ privacy to 
cover social networks, search engines 
and online advertisers.   
 

A communication will be published in 
2010, to ‘define a comprehensive 
internal security strategy aimed at 
strengthening police cooperation, border 
management, civil protection and 
disaster management, as well as 
criminal judicial cooperation’.  The 
proposal is expected to recommend the 
criminalisation of identity theft.   
 

Reding also outlined her proposals to 
introduce clearer rules on cross-border 
divorce, aimed at preventing so-called 
‘forum shopping’ and improving citizens’ 
rights (which will not affect the UK since 
enhanced co-operation is going to be 
used to make progress).  
 

New rules are also expected to address 
violence against women and to boost 
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victims’ rights and child protection. 
 
 
SMART GRIDS  
Proposal 
Legal framework for smart grids 
 
Current status 
The Commission is currently awaiting 
the response from its expert group 
before deciding on the nature of any 
potential legislation. 
 
What’s happening? 
Smart grids are digitised electricity grids 
that enable two-way communication 
between suppliers and consumers and 
feature an intelligent monitoring system 
to track electricity flows in all directions. 
Smart grids are therefore viewed by 
policymakers as a tool to reduce network 
losses, increase the reliability of the grid 
and allow large amounts of intermittent 
renewable power to be connected to the 
grid.  They allow consumers to sell 
energy back to the grid. 
 

The Third Energy Package (2009) seeks 
to encourage the long-term 
modernisation of European grids. In 
addition, the new Electricity Directive 
(2009) paves the way for the roll-out of 
smart meters, which are often 
considered as a first step towards smart 
grids, by requiring smart metering 
systems to be fitted in 80% of homes 
where deemed cost-effective by 2020 
(EurActiv 25/03/09).  In October 2009, 
the Commission published its funding 
map for the Strategic Energy Technology 
(SET) Plan, which set aside €2bn of 
public and private investment to the 
'European electricity grid initiative', in 
order to enable 50% of Europe's 
networks to operate as smart grids. 
 

The Commission will decide whether to 
launch a new initiative on smart grids 

after hearing the initial results of an 
expert group working on their 
implementation. 
 

The group was set up in November 
2009 to draw up recommendations for 
the Commission and is due to report in 
June 2010.  The options currently being 
explored (in addition to the ‘do nothing’ 
option) include: 

• A communication on the roles of 
the actors involved in smart grid 
development and a table of 
recommendations for them, which 
would include a monitoring 
mechanism on deployment at 
both national and European level. 

• Regulation under the EU’s 
third energy liberalisation 
package. The Commission would 
either establish a set of guidelines 
and specific recommendations for 
member states on the 
implementation of smart grids 
under the package, or develop a 
new annex for the directives in 
the package to lay down a 
European legislative framework 
and timetable for the deployment 
of smart grids. 

 
 
OTHER NEWS 
Greeks bearing debt - An emergency 
meeting of the Eurozone Group is to 
take place in Brussels on 10 May 2010 
to discuss the ongoing financial crisis in 
Greece.  Also on the agenda is likely to 
be the risk of contagion with fears that 
the crisis will spread in the first instance 
to Portugal and thereafter Spain.   
 
Belgian Government collapses -  The 
Government of Belgian Prime Minister 
Yves Leterme resigned on 26 April 
2010.  An election is expected to take 
place in early June 2010.  The 
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resignation has upset Belgian 
preparations to take over the rotating 
Presidency of the European Council 
(July – December 2010).  Leterme 
tendered his resignation after the 
Flemish liberal party, Open VLD, 
withdrew from his government.  Open 
VLD said it had lost faith in the coalition 
because of its failure to resolve a dispute 
between French- and Dutch-speaking 
parties over electoral boundaries around 
Brussels. 
 
Clinical Trials -  The Commission has 
announced that it is to overhaul the 
2001 Clinical Trials Directive (21 April 
2010) stating that the previous directive 
was ‘deeply flawed’.  New legislation will 
be adopted by October 2011. The 
Commission has published a roadmap 
outlining its commitment to addressing 
the shortcomings in the directive. 
 
ICT - The European Parliament’s 
Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy (ITRE) has adopted a draft own-
initiative report on mobilising 
Information & Communication 
Technology to facilitate the transition to 
an energy efficient, low carbon 
economy. The report is broadly in line 
with the Commission Communication on 
the subject, highlighting particularly, the 
need for common standards, the 
dissemination of good practice and the 
launch of more pilot projects. The report 
will be voted on by the full Parliament on 
its 6 May 2010 plenary session.  
 
Innovation Commissioners - The 
Commission has formally established a 
subgroup of eight EU Commissioners 
with a stake in innovation policy (21 
April 2010).  The group, to be chaired 
by Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, the EU 
Commissioner for research, innovation 
and science, will work on a new research 

and innovation strategy to be published 
in autumn 2010.  The group will 
include Antonio Tajani (Industry and 
Entrepreneurship), Johannes Hahn 
(Regional Policy), László Andor 
(Employment), Neelie Kroes (Digital 
Agenda), Androulla Vassiliou 
(Education), Michel Barnier (Internal 
Market), and Günther Oettinger 
(Energy). 
 
Poetry in the EU - The permament 
President of the European Council, 
Herman Van Rompuy, has published a 
book of haiku (the 17-syllable Japanese 
verse form) (15 April 2010).  The 40 
verse anthology was written over the 
past six years.  Van Rompuy 
commented: ‘A poet remains best away 
from politics, or at least political action. 
In that sense I am a politician. A haiku 
poet rather than a haiku poet-politician’: 
 

They changed the water 
of the pond. -- A few dead fish 
are left behind 
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 UPCOMING 
EVENTS & 
MEETINGS 
 
 
May  
6 Mini EP Plenary 
9 Europe Day; launch of 

Reflection document 
10 Education, Youth & 

Culture Council  
17 Agriculture & Fisheries 

Council 
17 – 21 EP plenary session 
18 ECOFIN (Finance) 

Council 
25 – 26 Competitiveness Council  
30 - 31 Agriculture & Fisheries 

Council (informal) 
31 Transport, 

Telecommunication & 
Energy Council 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June  
1 Agriculture Council 

(informal)  
3 – 4 Justice & Home Affairs 

Council 
8 ECOFIN (Finance) 

Council 
9 – 10 Committee of the 

Regions Plenary 
14 – 18 EP Plenary 
17 – 18 European Council 
21 Environment Council 
24 Transport, 

Telecommunications & 
Energy Council 

28 – 29 Agriculture & Fisheries 
Council 
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CONTACT 
DETAILS 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Ian Duncan 
Rond Point Schuman 6 
B – 1040 
Bruxelles 
 
Tel: 0032 2282 8377 
Fax: 0032 2282 8379 
 
Email: 
ian.duncan@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
 


