
NEWS IN BRIEF  

 

Climate change 
Climate Change Commissioner Connie 
Hedegaard presented the Commission 
communication on post-Copenhagen climate 
change prospects to the European 
Parliament (9 March 2010). 
 
The key point of discussion was whether the 
EU should commit to increasing its emissions 
target from 20% to 30% by 2020 
unilaterally. 
 
The Environment Council also discussed the 
document (15 March 2010).  Two factions 
have appeared amongst member states, a 
‘western’ faction advocating a move to a 
unilateral 30% reduction, and an ‘eastern’ 
faction that is more sceptical. 
 
Biodiversity 
The Environment Council also discussed the 
Commission’s Communication on 
biodiversity.  Of the four options contained 
in the document, the ministers opted for the 
most far reaching: halt loss of 
biodiversity/ecosystems by 2020, restore 
them as far a feasible and increase the EU’s 
commitment to averting global diversity 
loss. 
 
Other news 
Europe 2020.  The three largest political 
groups in the Parliament have issued a joint 
statement calling for incentives and 
sanctions to be core to the new Europe 2020 
strategy (10 March 2010). 

 
 
 
 

Bluefin tuna.  EU ambassadors have 
agreed to advocate the listing of bluefin 
tuna as an endangered species, which 
would effectively ban all trade in the fish 
(10 March 2010).  The issue will be 
discussed at the upcoming CITES 
convention (13 – 25 March 2010) 
 

Air pollutant trading scheme.  The 
Commission is exploring options to 
establish a trading scheme to address non 
carbon emissions (particularly sulphur and 
nitrogen oxides), a scheme akin to the 
current EU ETS for carbon.  The final study 
will emerge in early 2011. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE 
Proposal 
Communication ‘International climate 
policy post-Copenhagen: Acting now to 
reinvigorate global action on climate 
change’;  
 
Current status 
The Commission has published its post-
Copenhagen discussion document (9 
March 2010).  Climate Change 
Commissioner Connie Hedegaard 
presented the document to the European 
Parliament plenary session (9 March 
2010).  In a related matter, EU 
environment ministers met to debate a 
strategy for the upcoming international 
climate negotiations (15 March 2010).   
 
What’s happening? 
In presenting the ‘what next’ 
Communication on climate change, 
Commissioner Hedegaard stressed 
‘leadership’: ‘The most convincing way 
Europe can [lead] is by taking tangible 
and determined action domestically to 
become the most climate-friendly region 
in the world.’   
 

She also stressed that the Commission 
would shortly present an analysis of the 
steps necessary for the EU to reduce its 
emissions by 30% by 2020. (This was 
the EU Copenhagen commitment 
conditional on other countries 
committing to a similar target). 
Hedegaard stated that although the 
original 30% pledge was conditional the 
EU should also consider committing to 
this new target unilaterally. (However, 
see note below on Council discussions). 
 

In terms of the future of/or successor to 
the Kyoto Protocol, Commissioner 
Hedegaard stated that the EU would be 
willing to work with other nations on 
determining a new accord but would be 
equally content to continue with the 

existing protocol.  She did note concerns 
however regarding certain loopholes in 
the current protocol, particularly the 
ability to ‘bank’ unused emission credits. 
Russia, Ukraine and other East European 
countries currently hold 10bn tonnes of 
unused greenhouse gas emission credits, 
which resulted from post Communist 
industry restructuring of the 90s.   
 

Other loopholes include the rules on 
land-use, land-use change and forestry 
(LULUCF) which allow developed 
countries to claim reductions without 
pursuing additional measures. 
 

The Commissioner suggested that the 
Commission itself co-ordinate funding 
issues, leaving the member states to 
take the lead on specific countries or 
themes depending on their funding 
priorities. To avoid delays, the money 
would be channelled through existing 
initiatives, member states' bilateral 
development co-operation programmes 
or international institutions. 
 

The next round of the UN talks on 
climate change will take place in Cancun 
in December 2010. 
 

Following the Commissioner’s 
presentation, environment ministers met 
to discuss the EU’s post-Copenhagen 
position (15 March 2010). 
 

The primary debate in the Environment 
Council was whether the conditions 
attached to the 30% commitment should 
be removed. A number of member 
states are sceptical of any unilateral 
declaration, with an ‘eastern’ group, led 
by Poland, stating that the EU must first 
come up with a methodology that would 
allow comparison of the climate change 
commitments of each country.  This 
group also includes Italy and Finland.  
 

The ‘western’ group including the UK, 
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Denmark, the Netherlands and Sweden 
favour a unilateral commitment to 30%. 
France has adopted a more cautious 
approach, stating that a 30% target is 
possible but that this should not be done 
without first addressing the risk that EU 
businesses could be competitively 
disadvantaged. 
 

No movement betweent the groups is 
expected until the Commission presents 
its impact assessment of how much it 
would cost the EU to move towards a 
30% commitment.  
 
 
BIODIVERSITY 
Proposal 
Communication, ‘Options for an EU 
vision and target for biodiversity beyond 
2010’. 
 
Current status 
The Environment Council discussed the 
Commission communication and reached 
a number of conclusions (15 March 
2010). 
 
What’s happening? 
The Commission published its 
communication on the future of 
biodiversity on 19 January 2010, which 
was followed shortly thereafter by a 
Spanish presidency-sponsored 
conference on biodiversity (26 – 27 
January 2010). 
 

The original Communication envisaged 
four possible target options for 2020, (in 
ascending order of protection):  
1. Significantly reduce the rate of loss of 

biodiversity and ecosystem services 
by 2020.  

2. Halt the loss of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services by 2020.  

3. Halt the loss of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services by 2020 and 
restore them insofar as possible.  

4. Halt the loss of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services in the EU by 2020 
and restore them insofar as possible, 
and step up the EU’s contribution to 
averting global biodiversity loss.  

 
The Environment Council discussed 
biodiversity on 15 March 2010.  The 
Council acknowledged that the existing 
targets had not been met due to a 
combination of insufficiencies; including 
insufficient integration of biodiversity 
into sectoral policies, insufficient 
scientific data, insufficient funding and 
insufficient communication/education. 
However the Council did concede that 
the incomplete implementation of 
legislation was a key factor. 
 

In exploring the four options outlined in 
the communication (see above), they 
opted for the most ambitious (fourth) 
option, with minor ‘tweaking’ of the 
wording: ‘restoring them as far is 
feasible’.   
 

The Council also stressed the need for 
sub targets for specific ecosystems, and 
greater efforts to be made in marine 
ecosystems, including the creation of a 
list of ecologically and biologically 
significant marine areas beyond national 
jurisdiction in need of protection. 
 

Biodiversity will be the focus of the EU’s 
Green Week (1 – 4 June 2010).   
 

Further, the Commission is expected to 
publish its new Biodiversity strategy 
toward the end of 2010. 
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Other news 
Europe 2020.  The leaders of the three 
largest political groups in the Parliament 
(European People’s Party, Socialists & 
Democrats, and the Alliance of Liberals & 
Democrats) have issued a joint 
statement urging EU leaders to embrace 
the need for ‘incentives and sanctions’ in 
implementing the new Europe 2020 
strategy (10 March 2010).   
 

The letter, signed by Joseph Daul (EPP), 
Martin Schulz (S&D) and Guy 
Verhofstadt (ALDE), calls for an end to 
‘open co-ordination, whereby member 
state peer pressure is used to ensure 
governments meet targets’, in favour of 
‘stronger instruments’.  The Commission 
should use ‘all the relevant legal bases 
in the new Treaty to improve economic 
co-ordination and oversee the 
implementation of national action plans. 
[...] Furthermore, the new governance 
structure should ensure greater 
coherence between the new 2020 
strategy, the Sustainable Development 
Strategy and the Stability and Growth 
Pact.’  More details of the statement can 
be found here. 
 
Question time.  Commission President 
Barroso’s regular question time before 
the European Parliament, addressed the 
broad theme ‘implementation of the new 
treaty and respect for fundamental 
rights’. The political group leaders asked 
questions on the European External 
Action Service (EPP), the situation in 
Greece (S&D; GUE/NGL; EFD), European 
Monetary Fund (ALDE), GMO potatoes 
(Greens/EFA) and economic governance 
(ECR) (9 March 2010). 
 

Catherine Stihler MEP raised the case of 
an Eritrean girl residing in her 
constituency, facing deportation. Stihler 

was concerned that the girl’s 
fundamental right to remain with her 
foster family in Scotland was being 
ignored. President Barroso agreed to 
look into the matter and report back.  
 
Bluefin tuna.  EU ambassadors 
(COREPER II) agreed to support the 
Commission proposal to advocate the 
listing of bluefin tuna as an endangered 
species (10 March 2010).  The 
agreement comes ahead of a CITES 
meeting (Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species) where the 
status of bluefin tuna will be determiend 
(13 - 25 March 2010).   
 

A number of conditions were attached to 
the support, including: a one-year delay 
on implementation fo the ban;  an opt-
out for artisanal fishermen using small 
boats to supply local markets; and 
consideration of financial compensation. 
Malta voted against the proposal. 
Sweden and land-locked Austria 
abstained. 
 

EU ambassadors also confirmed their 
opposition to lifting the ban on 
international trade in ivory. 
 
Lady Ashton’s No 2s.  Following 
criticism of the High Representative for 
Foreign Affairs, it has been announced 
that three Commissioners will deputise 
for Lady Ashton in given areas and at 
given times: Štefan Füle (enlargement), 
Andris Piebalgs (development) and 
Kristalina Georgieva (humanitarian aid). 
 
Air Pollutant Trading Scheme. 
Following the model of the Emissions 
Trading Scheme (EU ETS), the 
Commission is exploring options to 
create a similar scheme to trade in air 
pollutants such as sulphur dioxide (SO2) 
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and nitrous oxides (NOx) (the pollutants 
responsible for acid rain) (14 March 
2010).  
 

A draft report by the Commission has 
suggested that such a scheme could 
potentially replace the recast Industrial 
Emissions Directive (IED) and the 
individual permitting system based on 
Best Available Techniques (BATs) of the 
Integrated Pollution Prevention & Control 
(IPPC) Directive, which is currently 
under review. The final study will be 
published in early 2011. 
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 UPCOMING 
EVENTS & 
MEETINGS 
 
 
March  
15 EU/China Summit 
16 ECOFIN (Finance) Council 
22 – 26 EU Sustainable Energy Week 
24 – 25 EP mini plenary 
25 – 26 EU Heads of Government 

Summit 
29  Agriculture & Fisheries 

Council, (Richard Lochhead to 
attend) 

31 Expected date for publication 
of the Commission Work 
Programme 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April  
6 – 7 Conference on forest 

protection 
14 – 15 Committee of Regions 

Plenary session 
16 ECOFIN (Finance) 

Council 
17 – 18 ECOFIN informal Council 
19 – 20 Agriculture & Fisheries 

Council 
19 – 22 EP plenary session 
22 – 23 JHA Council 
27 – 29 European Seafood 

Exhibition 
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CONTACT 
DETAILS 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Ian Duncan 
Rond Point Schuman 6 
B – 1040 
Bruxelles 
 
Tel: 0032 2282 8377 
Fax: 0032 2282 8379 
 
Email: 
ian.duncan@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
 


