
NEWS IN BRIEF  

 

Van Rompuy addresses Parliament 
In what is expected to be the first of a regular 
event, the new President provided a report on 
the informal summit to the European 
Parliament (24 February 2010).  He was 
joined by President Barroso.  The principal 
topic for discussion was the EU 2020 strategy 
(see below). 
 
EU 2020 (now Europe 2020) 
The Commission published its proposals on 3 
March 2010.  The document acknowledges 
the failings of the previous Lisbon Agenda and 
sets out 5 themes for action (jobs, R&D, 
energy emissions, education and poverty 
reduction).  The document also outlines new 
procedures for monitoring and ensuring 
member state buy-in.  
 
Common Fisheries Policy 
The Parliament endorsed a report from the 
Fisheries Committee (25 February 2010). 
The principal recommendation of the report is 
decentralised management. 
 
Iceland EU application 
The Commission has recommended opening 
accession talks with Iceland (24 February 
2010).  A sticking point remains the 
outstanding debt issue, with monies owed to 
UK and Dutch investors. Talks to resolve the 
issue collapsed (18 February 2010).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forests Green Paper 
The Commission has published a green paper 
consultation on forests (1 March 2010). 
The closing date for response is 31 July 
2010. 
 
Maternity Leave Directive 
The Women’s Committee of the Parliament 
has endorsed a report by Edite Estrela MEP 
which calls for extension of maternity leave 
from 14 to 20 weeks (23 February 2010). 
The matter will be discussed in plenary 
session, 11 March 2010.  
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VAN ROMPUY BEFORE PARLIAMENT 
Proposal 
n/a 
 
Current status 
Herman Van Rompuy gave his first 
address to the European Parliament in 
his capacity as European Council 
President, on the outcome of the recent 
EU Heads of Government summit (24 
February 2010).  Commission 
President Jose Manuel Barroso also 
participated in the session.   
 
What’s happening? 
On 24 February 2010 the European 
Parliament met in plenary session and 
debated the outcome of the informal 
‘jobs’ Council (11 - 12 February 
2010).  
 

Role of the Council President.  President 
Van Rompuy also used his appearance 
before the MEPs to outline how his new 
role is developing.  He highlighted three 
important aspects of the role: continuity 
of leadership (rather than the six month 
rotating leadership pre-Lisbon); that 
greater resources can be directed toward 
a full time incumbent; and the fact that 
his selection was the unanimous view of 
the Council. He noted that the Council 
was now an institution and would be 
better placed to give political direction to 
the EU.  
 

President Van Rompuy emphasised that, 
although he was not affirmed by the 
Parliament or directly accountable to it, 
he intended to cultivate good relations. 
He gave a commitment to report to 
MEPs after each European Council, which 
could mean up to 10 appearances a 
year.  
 
The EU2020 Strategy.  Van Rompuy 
stated that the informal Council had 
focused on both economic recovery and 

the EU 2020 Strategy.  On the EU 2020 
Strategy he noted that all member 
states were united in their commitment 
to ensure that the strategy delivered 
‘real life’ results.  
 

President Barroso stressed that member 
states needed to work together if a more 
competitive union was to be created, 
able to sustain growth and jobs: 
‘Business as usual will not save our 
social model’. Barroso stated that the 
Commission would publish a proposal 
that focused on smart, inclusive and 
sustainable growth (see below). He 
hoped that the strategy would maximise 
the use of technology, improve the skills 
of the workforce and fight poverty.  
 

[It was during this plenary session that 
Nigel Farage MEP, former leader of UKIP, 
noted that President Van Rompuy had, 
‘the charisma of a damp rag’ and had 
the appearance of a ‘low grade bank 
clerk’, remarks for which the MEP is 
expected to be disciplined].  
 
 
EU 2020 (now Europe 2020) 
Proposal 
The EU 2020 (Growth & Jobs) Strategy 
 
Current status 
Following discussion of the EU 2020 
strategy at the informal ‘jobs’ summit 
(11 – 12 February 2010) (see above), 
the Commission published its draft 
proposals on 3 March 2010. 
 
What’s happening? 
The new strategy will replace the Lisbon 
Agenda, adopted in 2000, which 
struggled to turn the EU into ‘the world's 
most dynamic knowledge-based 
economy by 2010’.  The new strategy 
puts innovation and green growth at the 
heart of its plans for competitiveness 
and proposes tighter monitoring of 
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national reform programmes, one of the 
commonly declared greatest weaknesses 
of the Lisbon Strategy. 
 

Introduction.  The paper states that EU 
member states have become more 
interdependent: ‘reforms, or the lack of 
them, in one country affect the 
performance of all others, as recent 
events have shown’.  It contends that 
the EU has demonstrated, during the 
recent financial crisis, its ability to act 
‘as one’, by taking common action to 
stabilise the banking system and 
adopting a European economic recovery 
plan. 
 

Thematic approach.  The Commission 
proposes linking national fiscal 
consolidation programmes with ‘growth-
enhancing items such as education and 
skills, R&D and innovation and 
investment in networks’ like high-speed 
Internet and energy interconnections.   
 

The draft strategy proposes a thematic 
approach to reform, with a focus on five 
headline targets to be adapted to each 
member state in order to reflect 
different national situations: 
• raising the employment rate of the 

population aged 20 - 64 ‘from the 
current 69% to at least 75%’.  

• increasing R&D investment ‘from the 
current 1.9% of EU GDP to 3%’ with 
an alternative target combining R&D 
and ‘innovation performance’.  

• reducing CO2 emissions by 20% by 
2020 and increasing the share of 
renewable energies to 20% by the 
same date while lowering energy 
consumption by 20%.  

• increasing the share of the population 
aged 30-34 to have completed 
tertiary education from the current 
31% to ‘at least 40% in 2020’.  

• Reducing the rate of poverty from the 
current 17%.  

The plan also includes nine flagship 
initiatives ranging from a European 
‘innovation union’ to a new ‘industrial 
policy for the globalisation era’.   
 

The ‘innovation union’ plan would 
commit the EU to boosting investment in 
research and making Europe an 
attractive place to develop new 
products.  The completion of the 
European Research Area (ERA), 
improved access to capital and a review 
of EU funding systems are listed as 
priorities at EU level. National 
governments would be expected to 
reform their innovation systems to boost 
co-operation between industry and 
universities, and ‘ensure a sufficient 
supply of science and engineering 
graduates’.  The Commission would also 
like member states to adjust their 
funding procedures to enhance cross-
border co-operation and to embrace 
joint programming. 
 
Monitoring.  The strategy would seek to 
introduce ‘country surveillance’ schemes 
that would encompass fiscal stabilisation 
programmes and macro-economic issues 
related to growth and competitiveness, 
taking into consideration national 
constraints on public finances.  To 
achieve this, the Commission intends to 
secure reporting on both the EU2020 
strategy and the Growth & Stability Pact 
simultaneously (‘to bring the means and 
the aims together’). Policy 
recommendations could then be made to 
member states both under the Stability 
and Growth Pact – which carries legal 
weight – and under the thematic parts of 
national policy programmes. 
 

Member state ‘ownership’.  One of the 
widely recognised failings of the Lisbon 
Agenda was the failure of member states 
to ‘own’ the strategy.  To address this, 
the Commission proposes putting 
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member states in control of monitoring 
implementation at national level, with 
progress reviewed by EU leaders at 
regular intervals during summit 
meetings.  ‘Contrary to the present 
situation, where the European Council is 
the last element in the decision-making 
process of the strategy, the European 
Council should lead the strategy and 
monitor its implementation on the basis 
of Commission proposals and reports.’ 
 

Member states will discuss and agree on 
the five targets at the next summit 
meeting 25 - 26 March 2010. It is 
anticipated that national targets will be 
prepared for the June (17 – 18) Council 
meeting, with discussions on specific 
policy issues – such as research and 
development – expected in the autumn 
(28 – 29 October 2010). 
 

National governments will then have to 
submit tailor-made plans specific to their 
stage of development in terms of 
research infrastructure and spending.  A 
one-size-fits-all target has been 
excluded given the differences between 
the most and least-developed member 
states. 
 
 
COMMON FISHERIES POLICY 
Proposal 
Green Paper on reform of the Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP) 
 
Current status 
The consultation on CFP reform closed 
on 31 December 2009. The Parliament 
discussed the report of its Fisheries 
Committee in plenary session and voted 
to endorse its conclusions (25 February 
2010). 
 
 

What’s happening? 
In opening the debate the author of the 
report, Maria do Céu Patrão Neves MEP 
noted that earlier reforms of the CFP had 
failed to address many of the 
fundamental problems facing the fishing 
industry: over fishing, over-capacity and 
an ageing fleet,  
 

She stated that any new policy would 
need to strike a balance between the 
need for sustainable fisheries and the 
need to protect the environment on the 
one hand and the economic and social 
needs of fishing communities on the 
other.  Ms Neves stated that it was the 
ambition of her report to ensure that 
both the fish stocks and the fishing 
industry remain viable. 
 

The core conclusion of the report is the 
decentralisation of fisheries 
management systems, with the 
fishermen taking greater responsibility 
for the day-to-day management of 
fisheries. The report also calls for: fleet 
modernisation; management tools to be 
sensitive to regional variation; a greater 
role for technology; and further 
enhancement and funding of measures 
to improve safety.   
 

Ms Neves concluded her remarks by 
stating that she looked forward to an on-
going dialogue with the Commission and 
the Council and to further work leading 
to the agreement of legislative proposals 
in 2011 by co-decision.  
 

Fisheries Commissioner Maria Damanaki, 
speaking in the debate, agreed that 
radical reform was necessary. She 
stated that the Commission would now 
consult on the ‘technicalities’ of the 
proposal with a series of conferences, 
seminars and meetings for stakeholders 
to carry out more detailed consultation 
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before legislative proposals were 
drafted.  
 

Ian Hudghton MEP used his intervention 
in the debate to stress that ‘real powers 
to manage stocks should be in the hands 
of those who gain most: the fishermen’. 
Struan Stevenson MEP described the 
current system as a ‘dismal failure’  and 
stated that there must ‘be no more 
micro-management from the centre, no 
more top-down over-regulation and no 
more one-size-fits-all approach to 
policy’. 
 
 
ICELAND’S EU APPLICATION 
Proposal 
n/a 
 
Current status 
The Commission has officially 
recommended opening accession talks 
with Iceland (24 February 2010). 
However, talks between Iceland, the UK 
and the Netherlands over issues of 
outstanding debt have collapsed (18 
February 2010) 
 
What’s happening? 
Accession.  At a press conference, 
Enlargement Commissioner Štefan Füle 
stated that Iceland had fulfilled the 
‘Copenhagen criteria’ for EU membership 
(stability of institutions guaranteeing 
democracy and human rights, the 
existence of a functioning market 
economy and ability to take on the 
obligations of membership) and 
therefore formal accession talks could 
begin. 
 

As to the potential problems created by 
the collapse of ‘Icesave’, and the 
outstanding monies owed to savers in 
the UK and Netherlands, the 
Commissioner stated that, ‘bilateral 
problems should not impinge on 

consideration of whether a country is 
abiding by the EU rulebook’ (although 
see below). 
 

Although Iceland’s participation in the 
European Economic Area (EEA) is 
advantageous in terms of transposing 
the acquis communautaire  the 
Commission’s opinion nonetheless 
highlighted areas where progress was 
still required: 
• Independence of the judiciary. The 

report claims that ‘the predominance 
given to the Minister of Justice and 
Human Rights in judicial 
appointments, given the consultative 
role of the Evaluation Committee and 
Supreme Court, raises questions in 
terms of the effective independence 
of judges’. 

• Conflict of interest. The report states 
that following the financial crisis, 
questions have been asked about 
possible ‘conflicts of interest in 
Iceland’s public life, such as close 
links between the political class and 
the business community, especially in 
light of the country’s small population 
and isolated location’. 

 

Other issues that could prove 
problematic during accession 
negotiations include fisheries, rural 
development, free movement of capital 
and financial services. 
 
‘Icesave’.  Talks between Iceland, the 
UK and the Netherlands over monies lost 
by British and Dutch ‘Icesavers’ 
collapsed on 18 February 2010.  The 
Icelandic government staged a 
referendum on the question, which 
resulted in 94% of participants voting 
against the proposals 6 March 2010. 
All economic aid to Iceland will remain 
on hold until the matter is resolved. 
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FORESTS GREEN PAPER 
Proposal 
Green  Paper on Forest Protection and 
Information in the EU:preparing forests 
for climate change 
 
Current status 
The Commission published its 
consultation paper on 1 March 2010. 
The consultation will close on 31 July 
2010. 
 
What’s happening? 
The Green Paper notes that forest policy 
is primarily a competence reserved to 
member states.  In order to respect 
national competences, the Commission 
notes that debate on the Green Paper 
should focus on how climate change is 
modifying forest management and 
protection in Europe and how EU policy 
should evolve to enhance its contribution 
to national initiatives. 
 

The paper stresses that the ambition of 
the consultation is to add value to 
national strategies and programmes by: 
• Monitoring and reporting on the state 

of the forests 
• Anticipating global trends and 

emerging challenges 
• Proposing and co-ordinating 

supporting actions for early action at 
EU level 
 

The Paper sets out the main challenges 
facing EU forests:   
• socio-economic (developing new 

sources of wood; utilising wood from 
existing sources; increasing efficiency 
of production) 

• environment/ecosystem services 
(soil protection; regulating 
freshwater supplies; conserving 
biodiversity) 

• climate change (regulation of local 
weather; carbon sinks) 

 

Although the paper suggests no major 
initiatives beyond information and good 
practice sharing, it does note the 
importance of the Natura 2000 network 
and the Rural Development Regulation 
as the principle means to manage and to 
finance forest measures at an EU–level. 
 

In launching the green paper, 
Environment Commissioner Potočnik 
said the paper follows the Commission’s 
2009 White Paper on adapting to climate 
change. He stated that depending on the 
results of the consultation and the 
existing proposals on adapting to climate 
change, the Commission would be in a 
position to decide whether there is a 
need for an EU Forest Directive later in 
the year. 
 

In a related development, the Spanish 
Presidency of the European Council will 
stage a conference on forest protection 
in Valsain, Spain (6 – 7 April 2010), 
while a workshop and stakeholder 
meeting will take place on 3 June 2010 
in Brussels. 
 
 
MATERNITY LEAVE DIRECTIVE 
Proposal 
Revision of the Directive on Maternity 
Cover (2008) 
 
Current status 
The Commission’s proposed revision of 
the Maternity Cover directive (3 
October 2010) is presently being 
debated in the European Parliament. 
 
What’s happening? 
The Commission’s proposal 
would increase compulsory maternity 
leave to 18 weeks, of which six would 
have to be taken immediately after 
childbirth. It also recommends that 
member states pay women their full 
salary during this leave period (although 
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the Commission would not be able to 
enforce this). 
 

The Women’s Committee of the 
European Parliament voted to endorse 
the report of Edite Estrela MEP, which 
calls for maternity leave to be increased 
to 20 weeks (23 February 2010).  (The 
Parliament in plenary session had 
already rejected Ms Estrela’s earlier 
report, June 2009). 
 

The Estrela report calls for:  
• minimum maternity leave to be 

extended from 14 to 20 weeks, 
six weeks of which would be taken 
immediately after childbirth. 

• workers on maternity leave to be 
paid their full salary, which must 
be 100% of their last monthly 
salary or their average monthly 
salary.  

• female workers to be protected from 
dismissal from the beginning of a 
pregnancy to at least 6 months 
following the end of maternity leave.  

• The right for women  to return to 
their jobs or to ‘equivalent posts’, i.e. 
a position with the same pay, 
professional category and duties as 
before, after maternity leave.  

 

Controversially the report also calls for 
fully paid paternity leave of two weeks. 
 

Despite the endorsement of the 
Women’s Committee there is likely to be 
opposition both in plenary session and in 
Council.  The principle objections are 
founded on cost implications.  The 
plenary vote on the Estrela report will 
take place on 11 March 2010. 
 

[The Maternity Leave Directive is distinct 
from the Commission proposal on 
parental leave which is currently being 
drafted]. 
 
 

OTHER NEWS 
French CAP reform preparation.  The 
French Government has established a 
group of sixteen personalities, including 
chefs, writers and business people, to 
reflect on the future of EU’s CAP (17 
February 2010).  The group will be 
called upon to answer three questions: 
(i) ‘Why have agriculture in Europe? (ii) 
How can agriculture adapt to the needs 
of our time? (iii) What means should 
agriculture policy have?'  The group will 
meet each month and each member is 
expected to make their contribution by 
June 2010.  However, the exclusion of 
trade unions and NGOs has led to 
criticism.   
 
CAP reform.  The EP’s Socialists and 
Democrats group tabled its vision for 
reform of the CAP (4 March 2010). 
The group argued that any reform must 
address emerging challenges (such as 
climate change, water management, soil 
erosion, etc) while also securing 
economic, social and territorial cohesion. 
The group stressed the need to move 
towards more sustainable production 
models and suggested adopting ‘carbon 
credit’ instruments for agriculture. 
Further they lamented the fact that 80% 
of the CAP budget still goes to 20% of 
the farmers.  
 

The group vice-president Stéphane Le 
Foll MEP stated that the new CAP should 
focus on three principles, ‘market 
regulation, compensating disadvantaged 
farmers and paying farmers for services 
to society’.  The model proposed by the 
group consists of three types of farm 
payments: 
• Voluntary contractual payment 

scheme.   Providing monies to 
farmers in exchange for provision of 
certain services (e.g.  agricultural 
area maintenance or environmental 
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services linked to biodiversity). 
• Regulation system for the 

management of risks and crises. 
Providing a safety net to address 
issues such as price volatility, 
drought, floods or spread of animal 
diseases. 

• Aid structural measures.  
Providing support for issues such as 
aid to young farmers, vocational 
training, and investment in 
diversifying economic activity in rural 
areas. 

 

The Commission is expected to publish a 
white paper on reform options in autumn 
2010 with formal proposals emerging in 
mid 2011.   
 
Bluefin tuna.  The Commission has 
indicated its support for a full ban on 
fishing for Bluefin tuna and international 
trade in the fish (22 February 2010). 
The proposal will be discussed at the 
next meeting of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES) (13 - 25 March 2010). 
The absence of a Fisheries Council 
before this date will necessitate informal 
discussions with member state 
representatives in an effort to agree a 
common position.  Only Malta and 
Cyprus are thought to oppose a ban.  
 

The Commission proposes that the ban 
should not take place immediately, but 
within 12 months of the CITES meeting 
(a condition demanded by France). 
 
Atlantic Strategy.  The Spanish EU 
Presidency has called for an ‘Atlantic Arc’ 
strategy for co-operation between 
Western Europe’s maritime countries 
similar in scope and intent to the EU 
Baltic Sea region strategy and the 
proposed Danube Strategy (18 
February 2010).  The Atlantic strategy 
would focus on policies to protect the 

environment and the biodiversity of 
Atlantic coastlines, as well as reinforcing 
key maritime sectors such as tourism, 
sailing, marine research and innovation, 
offshore energies, eco-activities, 
maritime transport, fishing, naval 
construction and the development of 
ports.  Such a strategy would see 
Atlantic coastal regions from Spain, 
Portugal, France, the UK and Ireland 
working together.   
 

However, it remains unclear how much 
political investment Spain is willing to 
make to such a proposal, given their 
already fully committed Presidency. 
 
Biomass.  The Commission has ruled 
out binding EU-wide sustainability 
criteria for biomass, instead offering 
member states recommendations for 
national action (25 February 2010).  In 
issuing its report, the Commission 
stressed that the wide variety of 
biomass feed stocks make it impossible 
to devise a harmonised scheme.  It also 
said that the environmental risks related 
to domestic biomass production, ‘are 
currently low’ and do not require specific 
EU rules. 
 

In the absence of an EU-wide 
sustainability scheme, the Commission 
propose voluntary criteria that member 
states could apply.  The report sets out a 
common methodology for calculating 
greenhouse gas performance of different 
biomass feed stocks. 
 
Energy policy.  The Parliament passed 
a draft regulation that will allow the 
Commission to obtain more information 
about major energy projects planned in 
EU member states (25 February 
2010). The regulation requires member 
states to notify the Commission every 
two years about investment projects 
concerning the building, modernisation 
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and decommissioning of energy 
capacities. The regulation covers 
projects related to oil, natural gas, 
electricity and biofuels, as well as carbon 
dioxide produced from these sources. 
 

On the basis of the information provided, 
it is anticipated that the Commission will 
be in a better position to promote best 
practice and to establish greater 
transparency for market participants. 
 
Minority languages. The Greens/ 
European Free Alliance group in the 
Parliament (which includes the SNP) 
staged a conference on the status of 
minority languages (4 March 2010). 
The speakers called for Catalan, Basque, 
Galician, Welsh and Scots Gaelic to be 
made official EU languages.  In 
responding to the contributions the 
Commission stated that it regards 
respect for linguistic diversity as a ‘core 
value’ of the EU, and noted that it will 
review it language policy in 2012.  The 
Spanish EU Presidency, which also 
contributed, was more circumspect in its 
support.  While supporting the concepts 
of multilingualism Pau Solanilla of the 
Spanish Government warned that there 
is political resistance to minority 
languages in some member states.  He 
said that ‘some politicians fear separatist 
movements’ could rise up as a result of 
linguistic diversity. 
 

Ian Hudghton MEP noted that Scotland’s 
indigenous languages are an important 
part of daily life for many people. ‘Just 
as the use of the Gaelic and Scots 
languages has been promoted by the 
Parliament and Government in Scotland, 
so they should be encouraged by the 
institutions of Europe.’ 
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 UPCOMING 
EVENTS & 
MEETINGS 
 
 
March  
1 - 2 Competitiveness Council 
3 Launch of Eu 2020 Strategy 
6 Icelandic referendum on UK/ 

Dutch debt repayment 
8 Employment Council 
8 – 11 EP Plenary session 
11 EP debate on Maternity Leave 

Directive 
11 -12 Transport and Energy Council  
13 – 25 CITES 
15  Environment Council 

(Roseanna Cunningham MSP 
to attend) 

15 EU/China Summit 
16 ECOFIN (Finance) Council 
22 – 26 EU Sustainable Energy Week 
24 – 25 EP mini plenary 
25 – 26 EU Heads of Government 

Summit 
29  Agriculture & Fisheries 

Council, (Richard Lochhead 
MSP to attend) 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April  
6 – 7 Conference on forest 

protection 
14 – 15 Committee of Regions 

Plenary session 
16 ECOFIN (Finance) 

Council 
17 – 18 ECOFIN informal Council 
19 – 20 Agriculture & Fisheries 

Council 
19 – 22 EP plenary session 
22 – 23 JHA Council 
27 – 29 European Seafood 

Exhibition 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 



 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 
11 

CONTACT 
DETAILS 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Ian Duncan 
Rond Point Schuman 6 
B – 1040 
Bruxelles 
 
Tel: 0032 2282 8377 
Fax: 0032 2282 8379 
 
Email: 
ian.duncan@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
 


