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Institutional developments 
Commission President Jose Barroso is 
expected to confirm that he will seek a 
renewed mandate after the European 
Parliament elections (4 – 7 June 2009).   
 

In the absence of other candidates the EU 
Heads of Government summit (18 - 19 
June 2009) is expected to endorse his 
candidacy, so allowing the new parliament 
to undertake its confirmation hearing 
during its first plenary session (15 – 17 
July 2009). 
 
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) 
The Fisheries Council (25 May 2009) 
allowed member state ministers their first 
opportunity to discuss the reform of the 
CFP.  Scotland was represented by 
Fisheries Secretary, Richard Lochhead 
MSP.  
 

The status of ‘relative stability’ was 
endorsed by all except Spain.  
 

Other issues raised by ministers included 
addressing fleet overcapacity, discards, 
traceability, further refinements of the 
control regulation, revision of funding 
provisions.  The further integration of 
aquaculture into the management system 
was also explored. 
 

The ministers also expressed their 
intention to conduct thorough stakeholder 

consultation at home before submission of 
final responses (green paper closing date 
31 December 2009). 
 
Lisbon Growth & Jobs Strategy  
The Commission has announced that it will 
conduct an internet-based consultation on 
the post-2010 successor to the Lisbon 
Strategy.  Likely to be core to the 
consultation will be; (i) improving the 
business environment; (ii) the knowledge 
‘triangle’ (education, research, 
innovation); (iii) energy and climate 
change; and (iv) access to the internal 
market. 
 
It is expected that the consultation will be 
launched in early autumn 2009 with 
formal proposals to emerge in late 
2009/early 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 

ISSUE 30 JUNE 2009 



 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 
2 

 
 
 
INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENTS 
Proposal 
N/A 
 
Current status 
President of the Commission, Jose 
Manuel Barossa, has confirmed that 
following the European elections he will 
make his decision known on seeking a 
further mandate (18 May 2009). 
  
What’s happening? 
Thus far President Barossa has garnered 
the informal support of a number of 
member state governments as well as 
the support of his political group, the 
EPP-ED (the right of centre European 
People’s Party – European Democrats) 
for his continued presence as 
Commission President.  He has stated 
that he will make his formal position 
clear after the European Parliament 
elections (4 – 7 June 2009).  No other 
candidate is expected to emerge. 
 

According to the agreed schedule, the 
new Commission president should be 
appointed by EU Heads of Government 
meeting in Brussels on 18 - 19 June 
2009.  The European Parliament would 
then be expected to endorse the 
appointment at its July plenary session 
(15 – 17 July 2009). 
 

However, French Secretary of State for 
EU Affairs Bruno Le Maire has suggested 
that the June summit could give ‘an 
indication’ about the new Commission 
president but delay a decision until later, 
post Ireland’s referendum on the Lisbon 
Treaty (18 May 2009).  Despite this, 
there is little support amongst the 
leaders of the other member states to 
introduce any delay into the 
proceedings. 

 
 
 
COMMON FISHERIES POLICY (CFP) 
Proposal  
Green Paper on reform of the Common 
Fisheries Policy 
 
Current status 
The Green paper consultation on reform 
opened on 22 April and will run until 31 
December 2009. 
 
What’s happening? 
Ministers at the Fisheries Council (25 
May 2009) opened discussions on the 
future structure and operation of the 
CFP.  The UK was represented by Huw 
Irranca-Davies MP (UK Under Secretary 
of State for the Natural & Marine 
Environment, Wildlife and Rural Affairs), 
Richard Lochhead (Scottish Cabinet 
Secretary for Rural Affairs and the 
Environment, and Michelle Gildenew 
(Minister for the Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Development in 
the Northern Ireland Government). 
Discussion focused primarily upon two 
concepts, ‘relative stability’ and 
decentralisation.   
 

Relative stability, the key by which 
fishing opportunities in Community 
waters are allocated to member states, 
was endorsed by all ministers present 
bar the Spanish representative.   
 

Spain retains historical objections to the 
concept of relative stability, since the 
allocation key was adopted before 
Spain’s membership of the EU and 
effectively excludes Spanish fisherman 
from most EU waters, since the fish 
quotas were fully allocated prior to their 
accession.  
 

Given Council endorsement of relative 
stability it is unclear the nature of likely 
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revision of the quota system that will 
ultimately emerge from the member 
state discussion.  There is, however, a 
growing consensus that the practice of 
discarding must be eliminated. 
 

Reports in the British press (e.g. BBC 
report of 26 May 2009) of the 
scrapping of the quota system appear 
premature at best.  
 

There was a general consensus that, 
within the rules established by the CFP, 
decision-making and implementation 
should be devolved to regional/national 
level. It is not yet clear what this 
devolution of decision-making might 
mean in practice.  
 

Other issues highlighted by fisheries 
ministers included: 

• better adaptation of fleet capacity 
to stocks availability 

• discards reduction through 
development of more selective 
fishing gear 

• responsible behaviour all along 
the fishery chain 

• improvement in efficiency of 
controls 

• different approach for industrial v. 
artisanal fleets 

• the revision of funding rules 
• further development of 

aquaculture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
LISBON GROWTH & JOBS STRATEGY 
Proposal 
The Lisbon Strategy (a package of 
measures to ensure the EU becomes ‘the 
world's most dynamic knowledge-based 
economy by 2010’) 
  
Current status 
Despite the re-launch of the strategy in 
March 2005, and endorsement of its 
priorities by the 2008 Spring Council 
there has been a growing recognition 
that the strategy has failed to deliver 
against its objectives, and has 
subsequently been overtaken by major 
(financial) events. 
 
What’s happening? 
The Commission is currently preparing 
an internet consultation on revision of 
the Lisbon Strategy to be launched in 
early autumn 2009.  The topics likely 
to feature in the consultation include: 

• Improving the business 
environment  

• the knowledge ‘triangle’ 
(education, research, innovation) 

• energy and climate change  
• access to the internal market 

 

Formal proposals are expected to 
emerge in late 2009 or early 2010, 
with a view to final adoption under 
Spanish EU Presidency (Jan – Jun 
2010).   
 

The 2010 spring Heads of Government 
meeting, will adopt the main policy 
‘orientations’, with more detailed 
decisions expected at the June 2010 
summit and likely to include ‘integrated 
guidelines, country-specific 
recommendations, a new type of 
Community Lisbon Programme and more 
developed proposals in specific policy 
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areas, such as innovation strategy’. 
 

 
The EU Economy Commissioner Joaquín 
Almunia has stated that the economic 
and financial crisis added a new sense of 
urgency and political relevance to the 
revision process.  Further he stated that 
the revised strategy will necessarily 
accelerate structural reform focusing on: 
(i) reform of product and labour 
markets; (ii) R&D and innovation; (iii) 
education and skills; and (iv) ‘green’ 
growth (low carbon developments).  
 

‘Stronger economic policy co-ordination 
will be crucial,’ Almunia stated, adding 
that ‘more effective surveillance will be 
key to putting these exit strategies in 
place and ensuring their success, 
especially because the crisis has 
exposed shortcomings in both areas’. 
Almunia's comments echoed those of 
Spanish Prime Minister José Luis 
Rodriguez Zapatero, (reported in the 
previous bulletin) who said he would 
seek a greater political dimension to the 
EU’s economic policy when his country 
takes over the EU presidency.  
 
 
OTHER NEWS 
Iceland.  The government of Iceland 
submitted a proposal to its parliament 
(Althing) to authorise the start of 
negotiations for EU membership (25 
May 2009).  The proposal will undergo 
parliamentary debate in June, with a 
formal application for membership 
submitted as early as July 2009.  The 
proposal also foresees an eventual 
referendum on the issue after the 
EU/Iceland negotiations have been 
completed.  
 

Fishing is likely to be at the heart of the 
debate in Iceland, with membership of 

the EU carrying with it membership of 
the Common Fisheries Policy.  Icelandic 
officials have said they would seek 
maximum flexibility in the application of 
the CFP since its territorial waters do not 
border those of any EU member state. 
 

With Croatia’s application for 
membership currently stalled (as a 
result of Slovenian disquiet), it is 
possible that the Lisbon Treaty 
guarantees promised to Ireland could be 
incorporated into Iceland’s accession 
agreement, although EU Enlargement 
Commissioner Olli Rehn has stated that 
Croatia is still first in the queue (15 May 
2009). 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 



 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 
5 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS & 
MEETINGS 
 
 
June 
1 – 2 Agriculture & Fisheries Council 
4 – 7  European elections 
4 – 5 JHA Council  
9 Ecofin Council 
10 President Barroso expected to 

make announcement about his 
candidacy for a further term 

11 - 12 Energy Council 
15 – 16 General Affairs council 
18 – 19 Summer Council. Barosso 

candidacy expected to be 
endorsed by Council 

23 – 24 Agriculture & Fisheries Council  
29 – 9 MEPs return to Parliament 

Political groups will meet to 
allocate positions and select 
committee chairs 

  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
July 
1 Start of Swedish Presidency. All 

Presidency meeting details can 
be accessed here. 

7 ECOFIN (Finance) Council 
10 ECOFIN meeting to discuss the 

EU budget 
13 - 14 Agriculture & Fisheries Council 
15 – 17 JHA Council (informal) 
14 – 16 First EP Plenary session.  Barroso 

expected to present his mandate 
and to be endorsed by legislature 

20 -24 European Parliament first 
committee week. 

23 Energy Council (informal) 
24 - 25 Environment Council (informal) 
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CONTACT 
DETAILS 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Ian Duncan 
Rond Point Schuman 6 
B – 1040 
Bruxelles 
 
Tel: 0032 2282 8377 
Fax: 0032 2282 8379 
 
Email: 
ian.duncan@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
 
 
 
 


