
NEWS IN BRIEF  

 

Institutional developments 
The President of the Czech Republic signed 
the Treaty of Lisbon on 3 November 2009 
completing the ratification process.  It is 
anticipated that the Treaty will come into 
force on 1 December 2009. 
 
The Swedish Presidency of the European 
Council has scheduled an extraordinary 
Heads of Government summit to select a 
permanent President of the European 
Council and a High representative for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (13 – 14 
November 2009). 
 
Herman van Rompuy (Belgian PM) is 
emerging as the likely nominee for 
President, while two candidates appear to be 
vying for the High Representative, Adrian 
Severin MEP (former Romanian Foreign 
Minister) and Massimo D’Alema (former 
Italian PM). 
 
College of Commissioners  
With ratification of the Treaty of Lisbon, it is 
now possible to move forward with the 
confirmation of the next College of 
Commissioners.  The Parliament has 
scheduled hearings for the last week of 
November and the first week of 
December 2009. 
 
However, there are still doubts about exactly 
when the College will assume office.  It had 
been hoped that this would occur on 1 

January 2010,  but senior 
parliamentarians are suggesting that late 
January or even February 2010 are 
more likely.  
 
Climate change 
The EU Heads of Government summit 
failed to reach agreement during their 
autumn summit (29 – 30 October 2009) 
on the financing of support for developing 
nation’s endeavours to combat climate 
change.  EU leaders agreed to wait until 
after the December 2009 UN Climate 
Change Conference in Copenhagen before 
revisiting the issue. 
 
As a result, the agreement that emerges 
from Copenhagen is expected to be a 
political declaration, necessitating further 
work in 2010 to craft a successor to the 
Kyoto Protocol.  
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INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENTS 
Proposal 
The Lisbon (Reform) Treaty 
 
Current status 
The Czech President Václav Klaus 
signed the Treaty of Lisbon (3 
November 2009).  The reform 
treaty is now fully ratified, and is 
likely to come into force on 1 
December 2009. 
 
What’s happening? 
The Swedish EU Presidency has 
called an extraordinary EU summit to 
decide on the permanent President of 
the EU Council and High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy (13 – 14 
November 2009).   
 
Permanent President of the Council. 
There are strong indications that EU 
Member States are moving toward 
selecting a ‘chair’ for Europe rather 
than a ‘chief’ for Europe.  There also 
seems to be a growing consensus 
that the President be drawn from a 
small rather than a large member 
state. It has also been suggested 
that the President should be drawn 
from the right of centre. 
Consequently the front runner is 
Herman van Rompuy, the Prime 
Minister of Belgium.  
 

Van Rompuy has won respect within 
Belgium and beyond for his handling 
of the internal divisions that 
threatened Belgian unity. (Full details 
of van Rompuy’s career can be found 
here).  One potential obstacle to van 
Rompuy’s ascendancy to the 

Presidency is the fact that he would 
leave behind in Belgium a void that 
would be hard to fill.  Many in 
Belgium fear that the departure of 
van Rompuy would see a return to 
the tensions and fissures that had so 
bedevilled the country. 
 
High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy.  It has 
been suggested that the High 
Representative should be a Socialist 
politician.  There are currently two 
front runners, Romanian MEP and 
former Foreign Minister Adrian 
Severin; and former Italian Prime 
Minister Massimo D’Alema.  (David 
Milliband statement of his intention 
not to stand as a candidate has 
eliminated him from the running). 
Details of Adrian Severin’s career can 
be accessed here.  Details of 
Massimo D’Alema’s career can be 
accessed here.   
 

Potential obstacles to Severin’s 
ascendancy include the degree of 
support he will receive from the 
Romanian Government, and the fact 
that Romania will shortly undergo a 
presidential election (22 November 
2009). 
 

D’Alema, however, enjoys the 
personal support of right of centre 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi.  A 
possible obstacle for D’Alema is that 
Italy would have to sacrifice its 
proposed centre-right commissioner 
Antonio Tajani (since the High 
Representative would also become 
the European Commission’s vice-
president for external relations).   
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It is hoped that the matter of who 
gets what position will be resolved at 
an extraordinary summit called by 
the Swedish Prime Minister, Fredrik 
Reinfeldt (in his capacity as holder of 
the rotating EU Council Presidency) 
to take place in Brussels (13 – 14 
November 2009).  
 
 
COLLEGE OF COMMISSIONERS 
Proposal 
n/a 
 
Current status 
The Treaty of Lisbon is expected to 
come into force on 1 December 
2009, which will allow for the 
appointment of a new college, with 
one commissioner per member state. 
 
What’s happening? 
The Parliament has provisionally 
scheduled formal hearings for the 
commissioners-designated for the 
last week of November and first week 
of December 2009.  It had been 
anticipated that, barring any upsets, 
a plenary vote would follow week 
commencing 14 December 2009, 
paving the way for the new college to 
be in post from 1 January 2010. 
However, senior members of the 
European Parliament have begun to 
cast doubt on the timetable for the 
new Commissioners to assume office. 
 

Klaus-Heiner Lehne MEP, who chairs 
the Parliament’s conference of 
committee chairs, said he was 
‘sceptical’ about a start-date of 1 
January and suggested that 
sometime in February 2010 was 

more likely. Andrew Duff MEP who 
sits on the constitutional affairs 
committee said it was ‘absolutely 
impossible’ for a new Commission to 
come into office before 20 January 
2010.  Both Lehne and Duff warned 
of procedural issues that could delay 
the hearings, the consideration at 
committee and plenary votes, 
including the issuing of 
questionnaires to the commissioners-
designate and the translation of the 
necessary documents. Lehne has 
stated that the committee chairs will 
discuss the upcoming hearings at 
their next meeting (24 November 
2009).  
 

The timetable for the College 
assuming office (whether in January 
or February) is heavily dependent 
upon its composition.  In the past, 
the Parliament has forced changes to 
the original line-up, delaying the 
formal endorsement of the College. 
 

Spain, which takes over the EU’s 
rotating presidency from 1 January 
2010, has stated that it would like 
the new Commission in place as soon 
as possible.  
 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE 
Proposal 
n/a 
 
Current status 
The UN Climate Change Conference, 
which is scheduled to take place in 
Copenhagen 7 - 18 December 
2009, will seek to secure global 
agreement on a successor to Kyoto 
Protocol (which expires in 2012). 
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What’s happening? 
At the last EU Heads of Government 
summit (29 – 30 October 2009) EU 
leaders stated that €100b a year 
would be needed by 2020 to fund 
efforts to cut emissions and 
adaptation to climate change in 
developing countries. However, the 
summit failed to reach agreement on 
the scale of their support and the 
individual contribution that could be 
expected from each EU Member 
State. Instead, the summit agreed 
that it would revisit the issue after 
the Copenhagen gathering. 
 

As a consequence of this, the 
agreement that emerges from the 
Copenhagen conference is expected 
to be a political declaration of intent 
rather than a detailed and binding 
treaty.  The minimum outcome 
expected of Copenhagen is a 
framework agreement on the 
essential elements of the new treaty 
and a deadline for completing it. 
Although it is unclear what a political 
agreement would look like, it is clear 
that negotiations would have to 
continue into 2010.   
 

Chief EU climate change negotiator, 
Artur Runge-Metzger, hopes that the 
final agreement will include 
ambitious emission reduction 
commitments by developed countries 
(including the US), adequate action 
to curb emissions growth by 
developing countries and a financial 
deal to assist developing countries 
both in mitigating their emissions 
and adapting to climate change.  
 

The EU has pledged to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions by 20% 
from 1990 levels by 2020 and will 
raise its commitment to 30% if it is 
joined by others.  
 

EU Environment ministers will hold 
an extra meeting on 23 November 
2009 to finalise the EU’s negotiating 
tactics ahead of the Copenhagen 
climate-change summit.   
 
 
OTHER NEWS 
• New MEPs.  The ratification of 

the Treaty of Lisbon will see the 
number of MEPs increase by 18 
(to 750 members + the President 
of the Parliament).  (However, the 
actual number of MEPs will be 754 
MEPs until 2014 (in order to 
maintain 99 MEPs for Germany) 
as was agreed at the December 
2008 Heads of Government 
summit.  After this date the 
number of MEPs will return to 
751.)   

 

After 1 December 2009, 12 
member states will gain new 
members: Spain, 4; France, 
Sweden and Austria, 2 each; and 
UK, Poland, Portugal, the 
Netherlands, Bulgaria, Latvia, 
Slovenia and Malta, 1 each.  In UK 
an additional Conservative MEP is 
expected to be nominated from 
the West Midlands region list.   
 

• Commissioners-designate.  
Hungary has nominated as its 
next commissioner Laszlo Andor, 
an international economist and 



 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 
5 

board member of the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development.  The Czech Republic 
has nominated its serving minister 
for European Affairs, Štefan Füle. 

 
• Working Time Directive.  The 

Commission will shortly attempt 
to secure support for a revision of 
the EU’s rules on working time. 
(The Commission’s original 
proposals for reform failed in 
April 2009 when the Council and 
Parliament failed to agree a 
common position).  The 
Commission would like to remove 
many of the national opt-outs 
which they believe are 
undermining the directive. 

 

The Commission is set to ask 
trade unions and employers’ 
representatives to negotiate 
changes to the 1993 legislation. If 
agreement is reached, the 
Commission will present their text 
for adoption by Parliament and 
Council. I no agreement is 
reached, the Commission will 
draw up its own legislative 
proposal. 
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS & 
MEETINGS 
 
 
November 2008 
10 ECOFIN (Finance) Council 
11 – 12 European Parliament mini-

plenary 
13 – 14 Heads of Government meeting 

to discuss the new positions of 
President & High 
Representative 

18 – 20 E-government (informal 
Council) 

19 – 20 Agriculture & Fisheries Council 
20 ECOFIN Budget consideration 
23 – 27 European Parliament plenary 

session 
23 Full week set aside in 

European Parliament to begin 
scrutiny of Commissioners-
designate 

26 – 27  Education, Youth & Culture 
Council 

30  Justice & Home Affairs Council 
30 – 1/12 Visit of the Scottish 

Parliament’s European & 
External Relations Committee 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
December 2008 
1 Second week set aside in 

European Parliament to 
scrutinise Commissioners-
designate 

1 Visit of the Scottish First 
Minister and Europe Minister, 
and St Andrews day Reception 

1 Justice & Home Affairs Council 
2 -3 Committee of the Regions 

Plenary Session 
3 – 4  Competitiveness Council 
7 – 18 UN Climate Change 

Conference, Copenhagen 
7  Energy Council 
8 ECOFIN (Finance) Council 
10 -11 Transport Council 
14 Possible date of plenary vote 

in European Parliament on the 
College of Commissioners 

14 – 15 Agriculture & Fisheries Council 
14 – 17 European Parliament plenary 

session 
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CONTACT 
DETAILS 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Ian Duncan 
Rond Point Schuman 6 
B – 1040 
Bruxelles 
 
Tel: 0032 2282 8377 
Fax: 0032 2282 8379 
 
Email: 
ian.duncan@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
 


