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Czech Presidency priorities 
The Czech Republic took over the presidency 
of the European Council on 1 January 2009. 
 

The Czech Prime Minister,  Mirek Topolánek, 
outlined the priorities of his country’s 
presidency in an address to the European 
Parliament.  He summarised his country’s 
endeavours as the three Es -  the economy, 
energy and external relations. 
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Economy.   The Czech Presidency will be 
responsible for the development and co-
ordination of the EU position for a number of 
key events, including the preparation of the 
EU position for the G20 summit (2 April 
2009), and the assessment that will take 
place in advance of the EU Summer summit 
(18 – 19 June 2009).  A number of pieces 
of legislation will also be advanced including 
support for SMEs, as well as various 
measures to address issues of governance 
and transparency within the financial 
markets. 
 

Energy.  The Czech Presidency intends to 
focus upon energy security.  To that end a 
number of negotiations will be opened with 
Russia and other key energy powers and 
customers.  A number of residual energy 
issues will also be advanced during the 
Presidency including issues around industrial 
pollution, bio-waste and eco-labelling. 
 
External relations.  The Czech Presidency 
intends to advance EU relations with a 

number of powers including the US, Russia, 
and the Balkans.  The inauguration of a 
new president is likely to lead to 
reinvigoration of the debate around 
energy, terrorism and potentially the 
Middle East.  
 

Relations with Russia and its neighbours, 
over various energy issues, are also likely 
to be important.  Croatian accession to the 
EU is also likely to be progressed during 
the Czech Presidency. 
 
Other issues 
A number of other issues are being discussed 
in the EU, including: (i) pesticides; (ii) the 
future of the EU; (iii) energy: (iv) health; (v) 
and the environmental challenges of 2009. 
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CZECH PRESIDENCY: Overview 
Proposal 
N/A 
 
Current status 
The Czech Presidency of the European 
Council began on 1 January 2009 and 
will continue until the end of June 2009. 
The Czech’s will be succeeded by the 
Swedes on 1 July 2009. 
 
What’s happening 
The Czech Prime Minister, Mirek 
Topolánek, presented the work 
programme of his Council to the 
European Parliament (14 January 2009). 
The principal focus of the programme 
will be the three Es: economy, energy 
and external relations.  Further detail on 
the programme is outlined below. 
 
Economy.  The Czech government will 
preside over a number of the important 
discussions regarding the current 
financial crisis.  Of particular importance 
will be the Spring Council (19 – 20 
March 2009), to which the high level de 
Larosière group (established by the 
Commission to examine the financial 
situation) will report, and at which the 
EU position for the G20 meeting will be 
decided, and the Summer Council (18 – 
19 June 2009) where progress on 
addressing the financial situation is 
expected to be assessed. 
 

In addition, the Czech’s will also be 
responsible for: (i) co-ordinating the EU 
position, and leading the EU delegation, 
to the G20 meeting of the world’s 
leading economies in London, (2 April 
2009).  The Czechs will also include any 
issues emerging from the meeting; (ii) 
overseeing the drafting of support 
measures aimed at SMEs; (iii) 
overseeing the drafting of measures 
required to ensure better governance 

and transparency in the financial 
markets; and (iv) [possibly] overseeing 
the publication of the Commission 
Communication on the Budget Review. 
 
Energy.  Energy issues are high on the 
agenda of the new Presidency, 
particularly energy security, with the 
Czech PM during his speech adding a ‘g’ 
to his three Es in the form of ‘gas crisis’. 
Given that the energy package was 
largely settled during the French 
Presidency, with the formality of sign-off 
expected shortly, the Czech’s are 
expected to focus upon improving 
relations with the various energy 
producers (in particular Russia and the 
Ukraine) and their customers 
(particularly in eastern Europe) in an 
attempt to ensure continuity of gas flow 
(see below). 
 

The Czech Presidency intends to assist in 
the identification of priority 
infrastructure projects and intends to 
initiate improvements in the legal base, 
both internally and with third countries 
and regions. 
 
Other energy & climate change 
related issues. Several other proposals 
are expected to progress toward 
conclusion during the Czech Presidency 
including; (i) Integrated Pollution 
Prevention & Control Directive, where 
first reading agreement is expected; (ii) 
publication of a response to the green 
paper on biowaste; (iii) Eco-label 
Directives, where first reading 
agreement is expected; (iv) 
reconsideration of the previously 
dormant Soils Directive.  
 
External relations.  The inauguration 
of US President Barrack Obama is 
expected to change the nature of EU - 
US relations, with an emphasis on a 
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‘new beginning’.  Areas likely to be 
important will include the conflict issues 
Afghanistan, Gaza (and the broader 
Middle East) and Iraq, and relations with 
Russia.  Terrorism is expected to 
continue as a key issue; the new US 
administration is expected to bring a 
different tone to the discussion.  The 
Czech Presidency is optimistic that 
President Obama will attend an informal 
EU-US summit tentatively scheduled for 
4 April 2009. 

CZECH PRESIDENCY: detail 
Proposal 
N/A 
 
Current status 
Each of the Czech ministers presented 
their respective Presidency priorities to 
the relevant committees of the European 
Parliament (20 – 22 January 2009). 
 
What’s happening? 
Finance.  The Czech Finance Minister, 
Miroslav Kalousek, presented the 
economic priorities of the Presidency to 
the Parliament’s Economic and Monetary 
Affairs Committee (21 January 2009). 
He emphasised that the economy was a 
priority and that the aim of the 
Presidency was to mitigate the impact of 
the crisis on business now whilst laying 
the foundations for sustainable growth 
and job creation for when the crisis has 
passed.  The key features of the 
Presidency will be: 

 

Also prominent on the agenda to be 
taken forward by the Czech Presidency 
will be climate change, with a significant 
change in the US position expected.  
 

The Czech Presidency will chair the next 
EU – Russia summit (16 May 2009), 
with energy likely to be high on the 
agenda.  The Czechs also intend to host 
a 'Southern Corridor Summit' (the 
‘Nabucco summit’) on energy to start a 
dialogue with transit countries in the 
Caspian region. (The date of this 
meeting is not yet available). 

• Implement the European Economic 
Recovery Plan (agreed at the 
December Council). 

• Monitor the implementation of the 
road maps that followed agreement 
at the Washington G20 meeting. 

 

Prague also intends to organise the 
opening summit of the Eastern 
Partnership, launched by the 
Commission (3 December 2008), 
which will involve the EU leaders and 
their opposite numbers in Ukraine, 
Moldova, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan 
and Belarus.  

• Oversee discussion of the report by 
the de Larosière group, likely to 
begin with the April 2009 ECOFIN 
meeting. 

• Directives on capital requirements 
and solvency are likely to be 
concluded during the presidency, 
with progress expected on directives 
addressing indirect taxation and the 
regulation of credit agencies. 

 

 

Croatia’s admission to the EU is 
expected to progress during the Czech 
Presidency, although it is less clear 
whether progress can be expected on 
Turkish accession. 
 

Justice.  The Czech Justice Minister, Jiří 
Pospíšil, presented his priorities to the 
Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
Committee (21 January 2009).  His 
key priorities  included: 

Lisbon Treaty.  The Czech Prime 
Minister’s remarks on the Lisbon Treaty 
were less well received.  The Czech 
Republic remains one of only two 
countries that have not ratified the 
treaty.   • The framework decision on 
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prevention and settlement of conflicts 
across jurisdictions (agreement 
expected shortly).  

• E-justice proposals. 
• Amendment of the framework 

decision on combating child 
pornography and exploitation of 
children. 

• The framework decision on trafficking 
of human beings.  

 

Mr Pospíšil also stated that his 
government would revisit the Rome III 
regulation, focusing on issues of 
enhanced cooperation. 
 
Employment & Social Affairs.  The 
Minister responsible for employment, 
Peter Nečas, addressed the Employment 
and Social Affairs Committee (20 
January 2009).  His priorities include:  
• free movement of workers, both in 

geographic terms and between jobs. 
• increasing employment and the 

flexibility of the labour market 
through flexicurity guidelines. 

• ensuring horizontal support for 
families within all EU policies. 

• improving the role of social services 
as a tool for social inclusion. 

 
Industry & Trade. The trade minister, 
Martin Říman, addressed the Internal 
Market and Consumer Protection 
Committee (21 January 2009).  The 
minister emphasised the European 
Economic Recovery Plan, particularly in 
reference to simplification procedures, 
faster implementation of Community 
programmes and the increase in 
intervention by the EIB especially for 
SMEs.  The Presidency intends to focus 
on delivering the European Small 
Business Act, and cutting the 
administrative burden falling on SMEs. 
 

Constitutional affairs.  Alexandr 
Vonda, Minister of European Affairs, 
addressed the Constitutional Affairs 
Committee (22 January 2009).  He 
stated that the Presidency could be 
divided into two halves; the period 
before the Spring Council when the 
Presidency would deal with policy 
objectives (energy, economy and 
external affairs); and the period after, 
which would concentrate on preparations 
for the European Parliament elections 
and the Summer Council.   
 

The Czechs would also be responsible for 
overseeing the drafting of the ‘Irish’ 
guarantees that emerged from the 
December Council.  
 
Environment.  The environment 
minister, Marin Bursik, addressed the 
Committee on Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety (21 January 
2009).  The four priorities for the 
Presidency would be: climate change (in 
particular preparation for the December 
2009 Copenhagen UN Climate 
Conference); environmental protection 
and effects on public health (including 
amendment of the Integrated Pollution, 
Prevention & Control (IPPC) Directive, 
regulation of Ozone depleting 
substances, delivery of the proposals 
contained within the thematic strategy 
on soils and the environmental issues 
associated with mercury); sustainable 
production and consumption (with 
proposals on the Ecolabel scheme and 
the eco-management and audit scheme 
(EMAS) likely to be progressed); and 
biodiversity (where the focus will be on 
alien species). 
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OTHER NEWS 
• Pesticides. The European Parliament 

has endorsed the Commission’s 
proposals on pesticides (13 January 
2009).  The proposals will now go 
before the Council (likely to be in 
February or March 2009).  The UK, 
Ireland, Spain and Hungary still 
oppose the package and final 
endorsement in the Council is by no 
means certain. 

• The Wise Men.  The reflection group 
(termed the ‘wise men’) established 
by the European Council (14 
December 2007) to identify the key 
issues which the EU is likely to face in 
the future and how these might be 
addressed is currently considering 
whether to conduct its deliberations 
in public or private (21 January 
2009).  The chair of the group, 
Francisco Gonzalez, has stated that 
the group is considering several 
priorities including: (i) how to 
maintain Europe's model of social 
cohesion in the 21st century; (ii) the 
challenges of energy and climate 
change; (iii) the demographic issues 
affecting the EU; (iv) the challenges 
of terrorism and organised crime; (v) 
the challenges resulting from conflict 
zones around the EU’s borders and 
further afield. 

• 2nd strategic energy review.  The 
European Parliament will debate the 
contents of the review at its plenary 
session on 2 February 2009, with a 
vote expected the following day.  The 
parliament will also discuss its report 
on oil supply and security (which has 
a particular focus on emergency oil 
reserves). 

• European Supervision order.  The 
Parliament will deliver its opinion on 
the Commission proposal at its 

plenary session of 24 March 2009. 
The rapporteur on the issue is 
Ioannis Varvitsiotis MEP of the 
Parliament’s Civil Liberties 
Committee. 

• Equal opportunities in arts. 
Debate on the own initiative report of 
Claire Gibault (Women's Rights and 
Gender Equality Committee) on the 
issue of Equal treatment and access 
for men and women in the 
performing arts will take place in the 
Parliament on 12 March 2009.  

• Health care conference.  The 
Czech Presidency of the Council has 
stated that it will host a high level 
conference on the financing of health 
care systems (10 - 12 May 2009). 
The conference is expected to 
address issues around the evolving 
demands on healthcare and financial 
sustainability.  

• Environmental challenges.  The 
European Environment Agency has 
published its priorities for 2009 (12 
January 2009).  The key priorities 
include the review of the CAP, the 
issues around biofuels, the impact of 
alien species on biodiversity, marine 
management and the import/export 
of waste.  For full details click here.   

 
 

http://reports.eea.europa.eu/signals-2009/en/EEA-Signals-2009-EN-web.pdf
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS & 
MEETINGS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
February 2009 January 2009 

26 – 27 General Affairs Council: 
discussion on energy, general 
external affairs and the 
financial situation 

  
  
  

2 Parliamentary discussion of 
the 2nd EU Strategic Energy 
review 

9 – 10 Visit of the Scottish Parliament 
Economy, Energy and Tourism 
Committee  

10 Conference on supervision of 
the EU banking sector. 
sponsored by Euractiv, the 
leading EU policy 
commentator. 

  
  
  
  

9 - 13 European Sustainable energy 
Week; the Scottish 
Government will be 
represented by Jim Mather 
MSP, Minister for Enterprise. 

  
  
  
  
  

10  ECOFIN Council   
10 Bureau, Committee of Regions   
11 Workshop on sustainable 

energy, Brussels. 
  
  

12 - 13 Plenary session of the 
Committee of the Regions 

  
  

18 – 20 e-Health Conference, Brussels  
19  Energy Council   
23 – 24 Agriculture & Fisheries Council   
26 - 27 Justice Council   
28 Closing date, Green Paper on 

Territorial Cohesion 
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CONTACT 
DETAILS 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Ian Duncan 
Rond Point Schuman 6 
B – 1040 
Bruxelles 
 
Tel: 0032 2282 8377 
Fax: 0032 2282 8379 
 
Email: 
ian.duncan@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
 


