
NEWS IN BRIEF  

 

Commission President 
Following a number of delays, José Manuel 
Barroso secured the backing of the European 
Parliament for a second term as Commission 
President (16 September 2009). Barroso 
secured the votes of 382 MEPs, 13 more 
than would have been needed to attain a 
majority required under the Treaty of 
Lisbon. 219 voted against him and there 
were 117 abstentions.  
 

Barroso’s ‘mandate’ 
In support of his candidacy, Barroso produced 
a 48-page mandate document outlining the 
priorities he would envisage for the coming 5 
years.  The key areas are: (i) making a 
successful exit from the economic crisis; (ii) 
leading on climate change; (iii) boosting new 
sources of growth & social cohesion; (iv) 
advancing a People’s Europe; and (v) 
opening a new era for global Europe. 
 

The view from the Parliament 
The new President of the Parliament, Jerzy 
Buzek, outlined his priorities for the next 2½ 
years: (i) reform of the parliamentary 
structure (post Treaty of Lisbon); (ii) the 
Green agenda; (iii) addressing the economic 
crisis, demographic challenges while protecting 
the European Social model; and (iv) 
enlargement. 
 

College of Commissioners et al. 
The term of the current Commission will be 
extended to the end of 2010. Member state 
Commission nominations will be agreed by 30 
October 2009, with the Council endorsing the 
College on 5 – 6 November 2009. Thereafter 

hearings in the parliament will follow with a 
plenary vote likely in December 2009.  The 
new positions of President of the EU and High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy will follow the same timetable 
if the Treaty of Lisbon is agreed. 
 

Swedish Presidency 
In an address to the Parliament, Swedish 
President and EU Council President, Fredrik 
Rheineldt outlined his government’s 
priorities: (i) Treaty of Lisbon ratification; (ii) 
addressing the financial crisis; (iii) climate 
change; (iv) energy issues; (iv) the new 
Stockholm programme; (v) the Lisbon 
Strategy; and (vi) enlargement. 
  

Scotland’s National Conversation 
Michael Russell MSP, Scotland’s Minister for 
Culture, External Affairs and the Constitution, 
was in Brussels to outline the European 
dimension of the Scottish Government’s 
National Conversation (8 September 2009). 
He outlined the foreign policy dimensions of 
the four options: status quo, Calman reform, 
devolution ‘max’ and independence. 
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COMMISSION PRESIDENT 
Proposal 
N/A 
 
Current status 
Commission President José Manuel 
Barroso secured the backing of the 
Parliament for a second term following a 
plenary vote in Strasbourg (16 
September 2009).   
 
What’s happening? 
Commission President José Manuel 
Barroso secured the unanimous backing 
of the Council for a second term by 
written procedure on 9 July 2009. 
However, the Parliament postponed its 
vote of endorsement, scheduled for the 
July plenary.  Barroso’s candidacy was 
opposed by the Socialist and ALDE 
(Liberal) groups in the Parliament, as 
well as the Greens and left of centre 
groupings. 
 

On 3 September 2009, President 
Barroso presented to the Parliament a 
41-page document detailing the 
priorities he will pursue should he secure 
a second term (see below).  Since then 
Barroso has met in private with each of 
the political groups in the Parliament to 
explain his intentions, and to hear the 
concerns of MEPs.  During the 
September plenary session, ahead of the 
(secret) ballot on his candidacy for a 
second term that took place on 16 
September 2009, President Barroso 
defended the record of his first term.   
 

The plenary debate was a turbulent 
affair.  The leader of the Socialist & 
Democrats group, Martin Schultz, asked 
why a candidate as controversial in the 
European Parliament as Barroso had 
obtained such uniform backing from the 
Council.  He concluded, ‘I think the 
answer is clear. Had I been head of 
government, I would have gone for José 

Manuel Barroso. He is an excellent 
advocate for the interests of the Council. 
It would have been impossible to get a 
better one over the last five years. Your 
appeal for co-operation with the 
European Parliament is the right one, 
Mr. Barroso, but it is too late.’  
 

During the debate, President Barroso 
responded, ‘I believe this is damaging 
Europe. On one side, you say, we want a 
stronger Europe, we want a stronger 
Commission, we want you to stand 
against some member states who are 
going national. On the other side, you 
say, we are not going to vote for you, 
we are to reduce your influence, we are 
going to weaken you in front of the 
member states. There is a contradiction 
there. If you want a strong Commission, 
that has the rights and initiative to 
defend the European interest, at least 
give me the benefit of the doubt. At 
least!’  
 

In the vote that followed Barroso 
secured 382 votes, with 219 members 
opposed.  There were 117 abstentions. 
Since the vote took place under the rules 
of the Treaty of Nice, only a simple 
majority of MEPs present was required 
for endorsement. 
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BARROSO’S ‘MANDATE’ 
Proposal 
N/A 
 
Current status 
As part of Commission President 
Barroso’s attempts to secure 
parliamentary backing for a second 
term, he produced and presented to 
Parliament a 48-page document 
detailing his intended priorities for the 
next 5 years, entitled, ‘Political 
Guidelines for the Next Five Years’ (3 
September 2009).  The document was 
an extended version of the letter Barroso 
had addressed to the Council (17 June 
2009). 
 
What’s happening? 
The document presented to Parliament is 
a personal political statement of 
President Barroso, rather than a work 
programme.  (Such a programme will 
only appear once the new College of 
Commissioners is in place.)  The 
document sets out the challenges to be 
faced and the likely Commission 
priorities over the longer term, under 
the title, ‘A vision for EU 2020’. 
 

The stated challenges: 
• Restarting economic growth today 

and ensuring long-term sustainability 
and competitiveness for the future 

• Fighting unemployment and 
reinforcing our social cohesion 

• Turning the challenge of a 
sustainable Europe to our competitive 
advantage 

• Ensuring the security of Europeans 
• Reinforcing EU citizenship and 

participation 
 
The priorities Barroso sets out are listed 
under five broad headings: 
 
 
 
 

1.  Making a successful exit from the 
economic crisis 
A vigorous and co-ordinated EU wide 
economic strategy.  Key features of 
Barroso’s proposals include continued 
roll-out of the European Economic 
Recovery Programme, encouraging the 
maintenance of low interest rates, and 
continued relaxation of state aid rules. 
Also of importance will be ensuring that 
member states return their deficits to 
below 3% of GDP, as envisaged in the 
Stability & Growth Pact, primarily 
through continued economic policy co-
ordination. 
 

Stemming the rise in unemployment. 
While conceding that most of the levers 
in this area reside at member state 
level, Barroso believes there is a role for 
the Commission in helping co-ordinate 
member state actions and sharing of 
good practice, as well as adapting EU 
programmes to equip individuals with 
the necessary education and skills. 
  

A new generation of responsible financial 
regulation.  Barroso envisages a roll for 
the Commission in ensuring that the 
reform of the EU’s financial systems 
does not distort the single market.  The 
adoption of the Commission’s suite of 
financial regulations will also be a 
priority (with a particular emphasis on 
the regulation of derivatives) as well as 
the de Larosière model of financial 
supervision. 
 
2.  Leading on climate change 
Following adoption of the EU’s ambitious 
package of measures to address climate 
change Barroso envisages the EU taking 
a leading role in the UN Climate Change 
Conference due to take place in 
December 2009.  Barroso also believes 
that the package should act as a 
stimulus to improve research and 
development, as well as to grow jobs 
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through advances in low carbon 
technologies.  The ‘de-carbonisation’ of 
the electricity supply and transport 
sector will be a priority for the next 
Commission, as will the mainstreaming 
of climate change considerations into all 
EU policies. 
 
3.  Boosting the new sources of 
growth and social cohesion 
Industry, Services, Agriculture and the 
Maritime Sector.  Barroso envisages a 
fresh approach to industrial policy, with 
continued removal of administrative 
burdens and provision of greater legal 
certainty, particularly as it impacts on 
SMEs.  other priorities will include, the 
establishment of a quality framework for 
public and social services, reform of the 
CAP & CFP, and continued delivery of the 
paper on maritime issues. 
 

Research and innovation for a 
knowledge society.  Ensuring that 
research is ‘one of the motors of 
sustainable development’, is a stated 
priority. Emphasis will be placed on 
promotion of the European Research 
Council, and extension of the existing 
exchange programmes.  Utilization of 
public procurement as a driver of 
innovation, further protection of 
intellectual property rights and the use 
of community funds to promote 
innovation will also be addressed.  The 
creation of entrepreneur support 
networks will also be considered.  
 

An employment agenda for a changing 
workplace.  Protecting current workers’ 
rights will be a priority, as indeed will be 
ensuring that other trading partners 
raise their standards rather than the EU 
lowering its own.  Further measures to 
address discrimination and treatment of 
minorities can be expected.  
 

Integration of legal migrants.  The 
adoption of a common immigration 
policy will be a key objective of the next 
Barroso Commission. 
 

A Single Market fit for the 21st century. 
Barroso is proposing a major analysis of 
the ‘missing links’ in the internal market, 
to find out why it has not delivered on 
its full potential and to identify new 
sources of growth and social cohesion. 
Facilitating shopping across borders will 
also be prioritised. 
 

Smart regulation to make markets work 
for people.  The tailoring of regulation 
(so called ‘smart regulation’) to ensure 
transparency, fair play and ethical 
behaviour will be prioritized.  The 
introduction of ex post evaluation will 
also ensure that the laws work as they 
were intended, and the extension of 
impact assessments to comitology will 
be key features of the programme. 
 

Global Markets.  Although less detail is 
available, the utilization of ‘soft power’ 
leverage is likely to emerge as a factor 
in external policy negotiations. 
Combating protectionism will be a 
mantra if not a policy. 
 

Networks of the future.  The next 
Commission will develop a European 
Digital Agenda (accompanied by a 
targeted legislative programme) to 
tackle the main obstacles to a digital 
single market, promote investment in 
high-speed Internet and avoid an 
unacceptable digital divide.  A European 
super-grid for electricity and gas is also 
expected to be one of the bigger 
projects. 
 
4.  Advancing people's Europe 
Promoting rights and providing 
protection.  The emergence of a 



 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 
5 

domestic security strategy will be an 
important innovation.  Protecting the 
value and utility of pensions will also 
feature. 
 

Removing obstacles for citizens.  The 
Commission intends to draft a report on 
the obstacles for citizens to source and 
secure goods across borders and 
propose how they can best be removed, 
together with the report on the obstacles 
still persisting in the internal market. 
 

Supporting mobility for young people. 
Barroso would seek to extend the 
various programmes and instruments 
aimed at supporting youth mobility, e.g. 
Erasmus.  A ‘youth on the move’ 
initiative is also likely to emerge.  
 

Enhancing dialogue and information. 
Means will be explored about improving 
the dialogue between EU citizens and EU 
institutions. 
 

5.  Opening a new Era for Global 
Europe   
If the Treaty of Lisbon is adopted, the 
EU will have new levers at its disposal to 
operate in the global arena.  Areas that 
are likely to be important include 
delivery of the millennium development 
goals, continued promotion of the EU 
neighbourhood policy, and consideration 
of further enlargement. 
 
 
VIEW FROM THE PARLIAMENT 
Proposal 
N/A 
 
Current status 
The President of the European 
Parliament, Jerzy Buzek, has outlined 
the priorities for his mandate in a press 
briefing (14 September 2009). 
 
What’s happening? 
President Buzek outlined six priorities: 

energy security, climate change, 
enlargement, responding to the 
economic crisis, addressing demographic 
change and safeguarding the European 
social model, all of which will unfold 
against the implementation of a 
reformed parliamentary structure (if the 
Treaty of Lisbon is adopted). 
 

Reform of parliamentary structure. 
President Buzek was cautiously 
optimistic that the Treaty of Lisbon 
would clear its final hurdles.  The Treaty 
envisages an expanded role for the 
Parliament, with greater powers of co-
decision notably in setting the EU 
budget, agriculture policy, and justice 
and home affairs.  He stated that 
preparatory work was already underway 
to ensure that any required adjustments 
would be instituted smoothly. 
 

Green agenda.  Buzek stressed that 
improving Europe’s energy security, 
interconnections and diversifying supply 
will become an even greater priority. He 
saw the change to a low carbon-
economy as an opportunity for 
investment in new renewable industries 
rather than a threat to economic growth.
He also stated that the Parliament will 
be heavily involved in the preparations 
for the December 2009 Climate Change 
Conference in Copenhagen. 
 

Economic crisis, demographic change 
and protecting the European social 
model.  President Buzek linked the three 
issues together, stating that they were 
‘intimately entwined’.  Likely key 
features of parliamentary deliberation 
would include encouraging greater 
investment in research and development 
and investment in new technologies. 
Further inquiry into measures to address 
the demographic shift is also likely to 
become a priority. 
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Enlargement.  Buzek noted that there 
were already four official candidates for 
membership, each of which was at a 
different stage of negotiation (Croatia, 
Turkey, the FYR Macedonia and Iceland). 
Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo have 
also begun the process of securing 
membership.  He stated that 
enlargement would be a priority of the 
next session.  
 
Jerzy Buzek will hold the Presidency until 
December 2011.  
 
 
COLLEGE OF COMMISSIONERS 
Proposal 
N/A 
 
Current status 
Following his endorsement as President 
of the European Commission (see 
above), President Barroso will now set 
about determining the nature of his 
College of Commissioners.  
 
What’s happening? 
Following the compromise agreed after 
the Irish negative vote on the Treaty of 
Lisbon there is general accord that each 
member state should retain the right to 
nominate a commissioner.  Member 
States are currently submitting their 
nominations for members of the new 
Commission.  Further, if the Irish vote in 
favour of the Treaty of Lisbon on 2 
October 2009, two new positions will 
be established: a President of the EU; 
and a High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy. 
 

A number of Commissioners are 
expected to be re-nominated by their 
sponsoring member state, but there is 
as yet no certainty that they will retain 
their portfolio.  A number of 
Commissioners are retiring, notably 

Marian Fischer Boel, the Agriculture 
Commissioner.  Changes in government 
at member state level are also expected 
to bring change in the College. 
 

There is also speculation that President 
Barroso will reconfigure the posts in his 
College.  The new posts created upon 
the accession of Bulgaria and Romania 
(Consumer Protection and 
Multilingualism) are expected to be 
subsumed within the portfolio of existing 
Commissioners.  There has been 
discussion of the creation of a new 
commissioner responsible for climate 
change. (There is also current discussion 
about creating a permanent position of 
scientific advisor to the EU).  Also 
President Barroso has stated that he 
would wish to see more prominence for 
the Better Regulation Agenda (which 
aims to cut red tape). 
 

There are no formal criteria for 
nominations to the two new EU 
positions, although it is widely agreed 
that four key factors will determine the 
successful candidate: nationality, 
geography, size of country, and political 
affiliation.  
 

Speaking before the Parliament, Cecilia 
Malmström stated that if the Treaty of 
Lisbon is adopted, nominations for the 
two new EU posts (the posts of Council 
President, the High Representative for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy) should 
be agreed by Council (29 – 30 October 
2009) with a decision likely to follow at 
the Head of Government Council (5 - 6 
November 2009). Nominations and 
decisions for the new college are likely 
to follow a similar timetable. She also 
confirmed that the current Commission 
is likely to continue in a caretaker 
capacity until the new Council is sworn 
in, possibly at the beginning of 2010. 
Parliamentary hearings on the new 
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Commissioners would follow in 
November, allowing for a confirmation 
vote at the December 2009 plenary. 
 

Malmström also stated that the October 
summit would deal with the issue of the 
18 MEPs whose status depends on the 
treaty's ratification (see ‘other News’ 
below), and on arrangements for the 
development of a European External 
Action Service that will assist the EU 
High Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy.  
 
 
SWEDISH PRESIDENCY 
Proposal 
N/A 
 
Current status 
The Swedish Presidency began on 1 July 
2009, and will last until the end of 
2009.  Following establishment of the 
presidency, the Member State Prime 
Minister and current President-in-Office 
of the Council addressed the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg to outline the 
priorities for his term. 
 
What’s happening? 
To mark the beginning of the Swedish 
Presidency of the Council, the Swedish 
Prime Minister, Fredrik Rheineldt, 
outlined the priorities of his government 
to the new parliament (15 July 2009).  
 

The key priorities: 
• Treaty of Lisbon ratification in the 

remaining member states (Ireland, 
Germany and the Czech Republic) 

• The financial crisis, including 
preparation for the Pittsburgh G20 
meeting (September 2009) and 
implementing the de Larosiere 
proposals on financial market 
supervision and regulation 

• Co-ordinating the EU’s position for 
UN Climate Change Conference 

(Copenhagen, December 2009). 
Other environmental priorities include 
developing a new biodiversity 
strategy, and the piloting of the new 
Marine Strategy Directive (possibly in 
the Baltic Sea).  New draft legislation 
can be expected on food labeling and 
novel foods by the end of the year. 

• Addressing energy security issues, 
including improving oil/gas 
reserves/supply and reducing over-
dependency on volatile states 

• Adoption of the new 5-year justice 
and home affairs (Stockholm) 
programme; addressing access to EU 
documents, the future of EUROPOL 
and EUROJUST, mutual recognition in 
criminal proceedings, co-operation 
between judicial authorities and 
fundamental rights 

• Reviewing the Lisbon strategy  
• Progressing the Doha international 

trade talks  
• Enlargement, with discussions taking 

place with the Western Balkans and 
Turkey, and early stage engagement 
with Iceland.  

 
 
SCOTLAND’S NATIONAL 
CONVERSATION 
Proposal 
N/A 
 
Current status 
Michael Russell MSP, Scotland’s Minister 
for Culture, External Affairs and the 
Constitution, was in Brussels as part of 
the Scottish Government’s on-going 
National Conversation (8 September 
2009).   
 
What’s happening? 
At a seminar in Scotland House, the 
Minister launched a document entitled, 
‘Europe & Foreign Affairs: taking forward 
our national conversation’.  (The 
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document can be downloaded here).   
 

The paper explores the various 
constitutional options open to Scotland: 
status quo, implementation of the 
Calman report’s findings, devolution max 
(whereby Scotland gains considerably 
more power over its affairs) and 
independence. 
 

The paper highlights a number of the 
perceived shortcomings of the current 
arrangement within a European context 
(through a series of case studies) and 
explores how the various options would 
impact upon Scotland’s situation in 
Europe.  There was much discussion on 
the perceived limits placed upon the 
Scottish Government in the area of EU 
fishing policy, as well as energy policy. 
There was also the assertion that if 
Scotland were to become independent it 
could expect its number of MEPs to rise 
from the current 6 to perhaps around 
13. 
 

The issue of whether Scotland would 
automatically become a member of the 
EU was addressed by the Minister 
stating that if Scotland became 
independent then there would be two 
successor countries, and as such no 
inherent right of one over the other to 
assume the position of the former UK. 
In such an instance then either both 
countries were automatically members 
or neither country was automatically a 
member.  The Minister stated that it 
would be odd were the EU to decline 
membership to the two new countries, 
both of which were fully compliant with 
the body of EU law accumulated so far, 
and had been for several decades, and 
that it would send the wrong message to 
other would-be member states. 
 

Concluding his remarks to the meeting, 
the Minister stated that, ‘Independence 
is the best option to move Scotland 

forward, allowing us to take a full and 
active role in the international 
community.  I believe we are at a key 
moment in Scotland's story’. 
 
 
OTHER NEWS 
• College of Commissioners.  Three 

Commissioners have recently 
demitted office, Dalia Grybauskaitė of 
Lithuania (Financial Programming & 
Budget) who became President of 
Lithuania, Danita Hubner of Poland 
(Regional Policy), who secured 
election to the European Parliament 
and currently chairs the Regional 
Development committee, and Louis 
Michel of Belgium (Development & 
Aid), who also became a member of 
the Parliament.   
 

The respective member states 
nominations secured parliamentary 
confirmation (15 September 2009). 
The new commissioners are: Karel De 
Gucht of Belgium (Development & 
Aid), Algirdas Semeta of Lithuania 
(Financial Programming & Budget) 
and Pawel Samicki of Poland 
(Regional Policy).  During the 
parliamentary hearings it was 
confirmed that the new 
Commissioners would hold office until 
the end of 2009, i.e. beyond the 
traditional Commission term.  
 

• Treaty of Lisbon.  The Irish 
referendum of the Lisbon Reform 
Treaty will take place on the 2 
October 2009.  While the opinion 
polls in Ireland seem to suggest a 
positive endorsement, the situation 
remains uncertain.  Within the 
institutions there is preparation for a 
positive result.  However if the Treaty 
of Lisbon is not ratified by the end of 
2009, the next Commission would 
have to be elected under the Treaty 
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of Nice. German officials have already 
stated on the record that Germany 
would ask for a 12-member 
Commission, or ‘maximum 18’, i.e. a 
reduction of between 9 and 15 
commissioners.  The implication is 
that some countries would not be 
represented in the college, a fact 
unlikely to be lost on Ireland, the 
Czech Republic and Poland. 

 

• Treaty of Lisbon (ii).  In a related 
matter, Czech Prime Minister Jan 
Fischer has stated that a 
constitutional challenge to the Treaty 
of Lisbon in the Czech Senate could 
delay final ratification of the Treaty in 
the Czech Republic by up to six 
months, even if the challenge was 
subsequently dismissed by the courts 
(17 September 2009).  (Germany 
has also yet to formally complete the 
ratification process.)   

 

• European Parliament.  The 
previous Parliament adopted a 
decision to bridge the difference in 
the number of MEPs between the 
provisions of the current Treaty of 
Nice and the Treaty of Lisbon, should 
it come into effect (6 May 2009). 
The Treaty of Nice provides for 736 
MEPs, while the Treaty of Lisbon 
foresees 754 MEPs until 2014 and 
751 thereafter.  

 

A report by Richard Corbett MEP, 
adopted in plenary, provides for 
granting the outstanding 18 MEPs 
observer status until the Treaty of 
Lisbon becomes effective.  The 18 
seats will be divided between Spain 
France, Sweden, Austria, UK, Poland, 
Portugal, the Netherlands, Bulgaria, 
Latvia, Slovenia and Malta. 

 

• G20.  At the Heads of Government 
Council (17 September 2009), the 
member states agreed a position in 

advance of the upcoming G20 
meeting in Pittsburgh USA (24 – 25 
September 2009).  (The summit’s 
final statement can be read here.) 
The principal aim of the G20 meeting 
will be ascertain whether and how to 
implement co-ordinated exit 
strategies from the current global 
economic stimulus packages.  Also 
under discussion will be how to 
address the bonus culture in banks, 
and the apparent slow 
implementation of climate change 
mitigation measures. 

 

• Croatia’s EU application.  The 
border dispute between Croatia and 
Slovenia, which had hampered 
Croatia’s application for EU 
membership, is approaching 
resolution.  (The dispute concerns 
small pockets of land along the 
Adriatic coast, which could prove 
important if accompanied by 
exclusive access rights to deep-sea 
zones.)  The Prime Ministers of the 
two countries announced that they 
would pursue talks for solving the 
dispute, based on a European 
Commission proposal (11 
September 2009). Membership 
talks will resume on 2 October 
2009. 

 

• Bluefin tuna.  The Commission has 
provisionally backed a proposal to 
ban the international trade of Atlantic 
bluefin tuna (8 September 2009). 
Monaco is currently attempting to 
have the species listed as 
endangered under the UN Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES) at the next meeting 
(21 September 2009). The 
Commission has stated that it will 
reserve the right to review its 
decision before the next CITES 
Conference of the Parties in March 
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2010.  
 

• Buildings Directive.  The recast of 
the original 2002 Energy Performance 
of Buildings Directive secured first 
reading in the Parliament in April 
2009, when the  Parliament sought 
to amend the Commission's proposal 
by attaching a requirement that all 
new buildings would have to produce 
at least as much energy as they use 
by 2019.  Talks will shortly begin 
between the Parliament and Council 
in an endeavour to secure a second 
reading agreement (30 September 
2009).  The current obstacle to 
agreement is the directive’s 
implementation date. 
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS & 
MEETINGS 
 
 
October 2008 
  
1 – 2 Informal meeting of finance 

ministers, Goteborg Sweden 
2 Irish referendum on the Treaty 

of Lisbon 
2 Resumption of Croatia’s EU 

accession talks 
7 – 8 Plenary session of the 

Committee of the Regions 
9 Transport & Energy Council  
14 – 16  Competitiveness Council 

(informal) 
19 – 23 Plenary session of the 

European Parliament 
19 – 20 Agriculture & Fisheries Council 
20 Finance Council 
23 Environment Council  
26 – 27  Justice & Home Affairs Council 
29 – 30 Nominations to be agreed for 

the new College of 
Commissioners 

  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
November 2008 
5 – 6 Heads of Government Autumn 

Council; likely agreement on 
shape of College of 
Commissioners 

18 – 20 E-government (informal 
Council) 

26 – 27  Education, Youth & Culture 
Council 

30  Justice & Home Affairs Council 
30 – 1/12 Visit of the Scottish 

Parliament’s European & 
External Relations Committee 
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CONTACT 
DETAILS 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Ian Duncan 
Rond Point Schuman 6 
B – 1040 
Bruxelles 
 
Tel: 0032 2282 8377 
Fax: 0032 2282 8379 
 
Email: 
ian.duncan@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
 


