
NEWS IN BRIEF  

 

Commissioner Hearings 
The Committees of the Parliament have 
conducted a series of hearings into the 
suitability of the Commissioners-designate (11 
– 19 January 2010). 
 

Once the hearings are complete, the 
committee chairs together with the leaders 
of the political groups in the Parliament meet 
to decide whether to recommend to the 
plenary a formal endorsement of the College 
(3 February 2010).  The plenary vote has 
been re-scheduled for 9 February 2010.)   
 
Commissioners-designate 
Although the hearings are not yet complete, 
one Commissioner-designate – the Bulgarian 
nominee, Rumiana Jeleva (International Aid 
portfolio) – has been withdrawn. Her 
replacement, Kristalina Georgieva, will be 
scrutinised on 2 February 2010.   
 

There also appear to have been some issues 
with regard to the nominations of Neelie 
Kroes (the Netherlands) and Maroš Šefčovič 
(Slovakia). 
 
EU 2020 
The Spanish Presidency has convened a 
meeting of the EU ‘Wise Men’ to discuss the 
future economic governance of the EU (5 
January 2010), including the EU 2020 
strategy.   
 

The Spanish PM has also made clear his 
controversial belief that future economic 
development targets should be binding.  In 

addition, EU President Van Rompuy has 
stated that he will convene a special Heads 
of Government Summit to examine the EU 
2020 proposals (11 February 2010). 
 
European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) 
The Spanish Presidency has secured 
agreement on a number of features of the 
ECI, namely that the 1m signatures must be 
drawn from 9 member states, as well as 
clarifying the verification criteria.  
 
UN Climate Change Conference 
The Commission has published a non-paper 
calling for further action to advance the 
Copenhagen Accord, including setting up a 
‘Friends of the Accord’ group early in 2010. 
The paper proposes action on future 
financing. 
 
2010 Fish Quotas 
Agreement was reached on a number of 
quotas (detailed in Appendix I), although 
following the failure of the EU/Norway 
negotiations, certain key quotas have still to 
be agreed.  
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COMMISSIONER HEARINGS 
Proposal 
n/a 
 
Current status 
The Committees of the European 
Parliament conducted a series of 
hearings with the Commissioners-
designate between 11 and 19 January 
2010. 
 
What’s happening? 
The 26 Commissioners-designate 
(Barroso having already been confirmed 
in post) each faced three hours of 
questioning by members of the 
committee relevant to their portfolio. 
The purpose of the hearings was to 
evaluate the suitability of each candidate 
for office, with questions focusing on 
subject-specific knowledge and 
competence in the field, commitment to 
the ideals of the EU, their independence 
and their communication skills.  
 

Details of the hearings of each 
Commissioner-designate of devolved 
interest are included in the supplement 
to this Bulletin. 
 

Following the hearings and necessary 
deliberation, the committees will 
transmit their conclusions in writing to 
the Conference of Presidents (the 
President of the European Parliament 
and political group leaders), which will 
meet with the Conference of Committee 
Chairs to discuss the results (3 
February 2010).  One candidate has 
already withdrawn from the group (see 
below). 
 

It is at this point that a formal request 
for change in portfolios or in the 
composition of the proposed Commission 
would likely be made. 
 

(In 2004, the Parliament secured two 
changes in the line-up of Commissioners 

and one change of portfolio before it 
finally endorsed the College). 
 
Parliament has re-scheduled its vote on 
the College of Commissioners for the 
plenary session on 9 February 2010.  
This date may still slip if further 
revisions to the College are called for. 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS-DESIGNATE  
Proposal 
n/a 
 
Current status.  To date, three 
Commissioners-designate have 
experienced problems during their 
respective hearings: (i) Rumiana Jeleva 
(Bulgaria); (ii) Maroš Šefčovič 
(Slovakia); and (iii) Nelie Kroes (the 
Netherlands). 
 
What’s happening? 
Rumiana Jeleva, Commissioner-
designate for International Co-operation, 
Humanitarian Aid & Crisis Response.  
The Bulgarian Commissioner-designate 
appeared before the European 
Parliament’s Committee on Development 
(12 January 2010). 
 
Prior to the hearing, questions had been 
raised regarding Jeleva’s declaration of 
financial interests.  In addition, on issues 
of policy, Jeleva was deemed to have 
demonstrated a weak grasp of key 
priorities, answering only in the most 
general of terms. 
 

Following the hearing the Development 
Committee concluded that the 
Commissioner-designate was unable to 
answer any of the questions posed in a 
satisfactory manner.  
 

As a result of this statement, Parliament 
President Jerzy Buzek, wrote to 
Commission President Barroso asking 
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him if he could confirm that Jeleva’s 
Declaration of Interests was in 
conformity with the code of conduct of 
commissioners. The Parliament President 
also asked whether Barroso still 
supported the Bulgarian candidate.  
 

In his response, Barroso endorsed 
Juleva.  He stated that he must rely 
upon the statements of his College 
regarding financial matters, and added 
that Juleva had confirmed in a letter of 
14 January 2010 the accuracy of her 
earlier declarations.   
 

On the question of competency Barroso 
stated that she ‘has the necessary 
general competence and international 
experience, and shows the necessary 
commitment, to exercise her functions’.  
He made no reference to the hearings. 
 

However, following subsequent 
discussions, Rumiana Jeleva withdrew 
from the list of Commissioners-designate.  
Her replacement, Kristalina Georgieva, will 
be scrutinised by the Committee on 
Development on 2 February 2010. 
 
Maroš Šefčovič, Commissioner-
designate for Inter-institutional Relations 
& Administration.  Before the Slovakian 
Commissioner-designate appeared 
before the Constitutional Affairs 
Committee (which took place on 18 
January 2010), the right of centre 
European People’s Party (EPP) had 
raised concerns about statements made 
by Šefčovič in 2005 regarding his 
country’s Roma minority.   
 

Despite the accusations, the evidence is 
considered weak, with the leaders of 
four Roma organisations in Slovakia 
publishing an open letter in the press 
stating that ‘[he] has always been open, 
pro-active and ready to support all 
respective projects on the Roma issue’ 
(14 January 2010).  
 

Nelie Kroes, Digital Agenda.  The Dutch 
Commissioner-designate (and serving 
Commissioner for Competition) gave a 
competent performance before the 
Industry, Research & Energy Committee, 
although she struggled to define how her 
new role would tackle particular issues 
such as market regulation.  
Unexpectedly, Kroes was invited to re-
appear before the Committee in private 
session (on 19 January 2010).  She 
satisfied the Committee fully at this 
second hearing. 
 
 
EU 2020 
Proposal 
An overarching economic and social 
development strategy; successor to the 
Lisbon Strategy 
 
Current status 
The short consultation on the EU2020 
agenda closed on 15 January 2010. 
 
What’s happening? 
On his first day as President, Van 
Rompuy called for a special summit to 
seek a way out of the current crisis and 
start mapping the EU’s economic and 
social agenda for the next decade.  The 
‘Jobs Summit’ will take place on 11 
February 2010 in Brussels.   
 

Rompuy stated that, ‘I believe the 
economic issues – how best to co-
ordinate, to counter the adverse impact 
of the crisis on jobs and on public 
finances, how to plan strategies for the 
next stage once recovery is secured – 
will top the agenda of the heads of state 
or government for the months to come’. 
 

The new Commission is expected to 
table proposals for the EU 2020 strategy 
before the end of January 2010 
(although this date may change 
depending upon the results of the 
commissioner hearings (see above)). 
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The Jobs Summit is expected to be the 
first occasion at which Heads of 
Government will consider the results of 
the recent consultation on the EU 2020 
agenda and the resulting Commission 
proposals.   
 

On a related matter, the Spanish Prime 
Minister José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero, 
whose country took over the rotating 
Presidency of the EU on 1 January 
2010, convened a meeting of the EU 
Reflection Group on the Future of Europe 
in 2020-2030 Time Horizon (known as 
the ‘Wise Men’), to discuss the EU 2020 
strategy (5 January 2010).  (This 
Group was established by the European 
Council in 2007 to identify the key issues 
that the EU is likely to face in the future 
and how these might be addressed.)  
 

The group agreed that Europe's 
‘economic governance’ should be 
strengthened, with a view to improving 
the competitiveness of Europe vis-à-vis 
the emerging economies of China, India 
and Brazil. Discussions centred on 
deepening the internal market, forging a 
common energy policy and prioritising 
research and innovation.   
 

Also explored by the group was the 
Spanish Prime Minister’s proposal to 
establish a ‘Systemic Risk Council’, 
which would alert the EU about financial 
crises, and the three upcoming 
directives, aimed at improving the 
exchange of tax information. 
 

The Spanish Presidency has already 
begun to outline some of the features 
that it would expect to drive the EU 
2020 strategy (7 January 2010).  The 
Spanish PM Zapatero would like to see 
binding economic goals for member 
states, with corrective measures for 
those that fail to comply.   
 

He stated that, ‘It is absolutely 
necessary for the 2020 strategy... to 
take on a new nature, a binding nature’.   
 

He anticipates the binding nature of any 
measures to be a central component of 
the 11 February discussions.   Although 
he gave few details of the sort of targets 
envisaged he did suggest that the area 
requiring closest attention was the single 
market and the need to unify energy 
markets.  
 

In a response to the proposals, German 
Economy Minister Rainer Brüderle 
dismissed the Spanish plans to ‘sanction’ 
member states who do not comply with 
the EU’s growth objectives (11 January 
2010), a position likely to be endorsed 
by the UK. 
 

The Spanish Presidency aims to have the 
EU 2020 strategy considered at the 25 – 
26 March 2010 summit, which may 
result in the christening of the project, 
the Valencia Strategy, after the city in 
which the summit will take place.   
 

Spain hopes to secure agreement on the 
strategy by the 17 – 18 June 2010 
summit at the latest. 
 
 

THE EUROPEAN CITIZEN’S 
INITIATIVE (ECI) 
Proposal 
The Treaty of Lisbon; Article 11, The 
Citizen’s Initiative 
 
Current status 
The Treaty of Lisbon came into force on 
1 December 2009.  The Parliament has 
already adopted detailed guidelines for 
the ECI (May 2009). Further, the 
Commission launched a consultation on 
the scope and mechanism of the ECI (11 
November 2009) with a closing date of 
31 January 2010. 
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What’s happening? 
Article 11 of the Treaty states that, ‘not 
less than one million citizens who are 
nationals of a significant number of 
member states may take the initiative of 
inviting the Commission, within the 
framework of its powers, to submit any 
appropriate proposal on matters where 
citizens consider that a legal act of the 
Union is required for the purpose of 
implementing the Treaties’. 
 
Although the green paper consultation 
on the initiative has yet to conclude, the 
Spanish EU Presidency has obtained the 
consensus of all EU member states to 
set key rules of the ‘citizens' initiative’. 
 
Importantly, the 27 member states 
agreed that the million signatures 
needed to trigger the legislative initiative 
must be drawn from a minimum of nine 
member states.  The consensus is that 
signatures from those nine countries 
should constitute at least one third of 
the EU’s members. 
 
At an informal meeting of EU affairs 
ministers in La Granja on 13 January 
2010, the Spanish Presidency also 
outlined mechanisms to check the 
authenticity of signatures, a process for 
ascertaining the procedure’s 
admissibility, and safeguards designed 
to counter attempts to abuse the 
citizens' initiative by harnessing it for 
means contrary to the EU’s values. 

 
UN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE 
Proposal 
n/a 
 
Current status 
Following the conclusion of the UN 
Climate Change Conference in 

Copenhagen (7 – 18 December 2009), 
EU Energy Ministers met informally in 
Seville, Spain (14 January 2010). 
 
What’s happening? 
In a non-paper tabled at the meeting, 
the Commission called for the largest 
number of countries to subscribe to the 
Copenhagen Accord as quickly as 
practicable.   
 

The document stated that, ‘The EU 
should play an active role in 
strengthening and expanding support for 
the Accord. Doing so will require an 
active outreach by the EU, including at 
bilateral and regional levels, but possibly 
also through facilitating a meeting of 
'Friends of the Accord' during the first 
quarter of 2010’.  
 

The document continues that it is 
imperative to ensure that the next steps 
in the negotiations, (May – June 2010, 
Bonn), ‘integrate and build upon the 
Copenhagen Accord with a view to 
reaching a legally-binding agreement in 
2010’.  
 

The Commission also proposes 
immediate action on the climate finance 
agreed in Copenhagen, including fast-
start funding ($30bn) for 2010 - 2012 
and long-term finance ($100bn per year 
in 2010). 
 
 
END OF YEAR QUOTA DISCUSSIONS 
Proposal 
The Fishing Quota Regulation for 2010 
 
Current status 
EU Fisheries Ministers met in Brussels, 
14 – 16 December 2009, to discuss 
fishing opportunities and quota limits for 
2010. 
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What’s happening?  
The ratification of the Treaty of Lisbon 
impacted on the traditional quota 
negotiations in so far as no discussion 
was possible on technical measures or 
effort allocations (these areas now being 
subject to co-decision with the 
Parliament).   
 

Further, the postponement of an 
agreement between the EU and Norway 
meant that a final Total Allowable Catch 
(TAC) could not be established for the 
stocks shared with Norway (which 
includes North Sea cod, haddock and 
whiting and the pelagic species 
mackerel).  The negotiations resumed on 
19 January 2010 and were expected to 
last throughout the week.  Until the 
negotiations are complete an interim 
TAC has been set at 65% of 2009 levels.  
 
The EU-Norway talks resumed in 
Brussels 19 January 2010.  
 

The TACs and quotas decided at the 
Council are detailed in Appendix I below. 
 
 
OTHER NEWS 
European Institute of Technology 
(EIT).  The EIT launched three 
Knowledge & Innovation Communities 
(KICs) to focus on climate, energy and 
information technology (16 December 
2009).   
 

Each KIC will receive start-up funding of 
€3 million and will report to the EU’s 
Commissioner for Education, Culture, 
Multilingualism and Youth.   
 

The Climate-KIC will look at water and 
land use, as well as the greening of 
Europe’s cities and improving climate 
forecasting systems. It will have centres 
in London, Zürich, Berlin, Paris and 
Randstad.   
 

The InnoEnergy-KIC will focus on 
sustainable energy and will have bases 

in Karlsruhe, Grenoble, Eindhoven/ 
Leuven, Barcelona, Stockholm and 
Krakow.  
 

The Information technology-KIC will 
focus on information and 
communications technology with centres 
in Berlin, Eindhoven, Helsinki, Paris and 
Stockholm.   
 

On a related matter, the EIT’s HQ in 
Budapest, Hungary, is expected to open 
in April 2010.  
 
Biodiversity.  The Commission is 
expected to present a policy paper 
outlining the options for a plan and 
targets to halt biodiversity loss post-
2010 (19 January 2010). The paper 
will then form the basis for the EU’s 
biodiversity strategy to be published 
later this year.  
 
Energy Efficiency/Renewables. The 
Commission and the European 
Investment Bank (EIB) have launched a 
grant aid initiative to help local and 
regional authorities to invest in energy 
efficiency and renewable energy (15 
December 2009). The European Local 
Energy Assistance (ELENA) facility is 
designed to help cities and regions, 
develop, structure and implement 
projects in a manner attractive to 
outside finance. 
 
Biofuels.  The Commission has 
launched a stakeholder consultation on 
establishing criteria and ranges for 
growing biofuel crops on highly bio-
diverse grassland, which will form part 
of the new EU Directive on renewable 
energy. (Consultation opened on 14 
December 2009 and will close on 8 
February 2010). 
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Appendix I  
Total Allowable Catches (TACs) and 
quotas for 2010  
 

Stock 

2010 
UK 

quota 
in 

tonnes 

% quota 
change 

compared 
with 2009 

North Sea   
Megrim 1,690 10 
Monkfish 9233 0 

Nephrops 21384 -1 

Hake 348 7 

Ling 1867 -15 

Tusk 79 -16 

Skates & Rays 903 -15 
West of 
Scotland 

  

Cod 193 6 

Haddock 2081 -24 
Haddock 
(Rockall) 

4029 -15 

Whiting 246 -25 
Megrim 966 10 
Monkfish 1713 0 
Nephrops 15677 -15 
Hake 5553 7 
Plaice 417 -13 
Pollack 148 -10 
Skates & Rays 3460 -15 
Clyde Herring 720 -10 

 
 
 



 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 
8 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS & 
MEETINGS 
 
 
January  
11 – 19 EP hearings on Commissioners 

-designate 
19 Launch of Commission 

proposals on biodiversity 
19 ECOFIN (finance) Council 
20 - 21 Informal JHA Council 
21 Meeting between EP 

Conference of Presidents & 
Committee Chairs to decide 
approach to endorsement of 
new College 

25 Foreign Affairs Council (to be 
chaired by Lady Ashton) 

26 1st date for EP plenary vote on 
College of Commissioners  

27 – 29 Informal Employment & Social 
Affairs Council  

31 End of consultation on 
Citizens’ Initiative 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February  
1 Possible start date for 

new College of 
Commissioners 

7 – 9  Informal 
Competitiveness Council 

8 Closure of consultation on 
biofuels and bio-diverse 
grasslands 

9 2nd date for EP plenary 
vote on College of 
Commissioners 

10 – 11 CoR Plenary Session 
11 Heads of Government 

Jobs Summit, Brussels 
15 Education, Youth and 

Culture Council 
16 ECOFIN (finance) Council 
22 Agriculture & Fisheries 
25 – 26 Justice Council 
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CONTACT 
DETAILS 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Ian Duncan 
Rond Point Schuman 6 
B – 1040 
Bruxelles 
 
Tel: 0032 2282 8377 
Fax: 0032 2282 8379 
 
Email: 
ian.duncan@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
 



COMMISSIONER HEARINGS  

 

Introduction  
Although the Commissioners-designate are 
nominated by the member states, and 
allocated their portfolios by the President of 
the Commission, it is the European 
Parliament that ultimately decides whether 
they will take up office.  
 

The process beings when the relevant 
committees of the Parliament ‘interview’ the 
candidates. Thereafter, they report their 
verdict to the Conference of Presidents (the 
President of the Parliament together with 
political group leaders), which together with 
the Conference of Committee Chairs, 
discusses the results.  This meeting is 
scheduled to take place on 3 February 
2010. 
 

Since the Parliament can only approve or 
reject the entire College of Commissioners, 
it is important for this group to forewarn the 
Commission President when there is a risk 
that his team might not be endorsed.  This 
provides an opportunity for the President 
and the relevant member states to act, 
either by replacing a candidate or shuffling 
portfolios, before the Parliament’s plenary 
vote. 
 

In 2004, pressure from Parliament before its 
final vote led to two changes in the line-up 
of Commissioners and one change of 
portfolio. 
 
Current developments 
The withdrawl of Bulgarian nominee, 
Rumiana Jeleva, following her hearing, will 
delay proceedings.  Her replacement, 
Kristalina Georgieva, will be scrutinised on 2 
February 2010. 
 

SUPPLEMENT       JANUARY 2010 

Candidate Position 
Catherine Ashton  Foreign Affairs  
Janez Potocnik  Environment 
László Andor Employment, Social 

Affairs & Inclusion 
Viviane Reding  Justice, Fundamental 

Rights & Citizenship  
Michel Barnier  Internal Market & 

Services 
Guenther 
Oettinger 

Energy 

Janusz 
Lewandowski  

Budget/Financial 
Programming 

Olli Rehn  Economic & Monetary 
Affairs 

Siim Kallas  Transport  
John Dalli Health and Consumer 

Policy 
Johannes Hahn Regional Policy 
Dacian Ciolos Agriculture 
Connie Hedegaard Climate Action 
Maros Sefcovic Inter-institutional 

Relations & 
Administration  

Antonio Tajani  Industry & 
Entrepreneurship  

Maria Damanaki Maritime Affairs & 
Fisheries 

Cecilia Malmström  Home Affairs 

 
All being well, the full Parliament will vote 
on the College of Commissioners on 9 
February 2010 (a delay of three weeks 
from the earlier timetable). 
 

 
Brussels Bulletin special edition 
The purpose of this supplement is to 
summarise the relevant remarks of the 
Commissioners-designate who, all being 
well, will hold portfolios of interest to the 
Scottish Parliament.  
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Candidate Catherine Ashton  
Portfolio Vice President for External Relations 
Nominating state UK 
Background Served as EU Trade Commissioner from 2008 until 

appointment as High Representative for Foreign Affairs & 
Security (Dec 2009). Previously a minister in UK 
Government (1999 – 2008). 

Scrutinising committee Foreign Affairs 
Date of hearing 11 January 2010 
 
Details  
• Key priorities.  Included: (i) defining her role both within the institutions and on 

the global stage; (ii) establishing the European External Action Service; (iii) the 
European Neighbourhood Policy particularly relations with the Western Balkans; 
(iv) human rights; (v) defence, including non-proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction and the Common Security and Defence Policy. 

• European External Action Service (EEAS).  Ashton described the EEAS as ‘a 
once in a generation opportunity to build something that brings together all the 
elements of our engagement – political, economic and military – to implement one 
coherent strategy’ in foreign policy.  She anticipated the proposal setting up the 
body to go before the Council in April 2010. She confirmed that the Parliament 
would have full budgetary scrutiny over the new service. 

• Commission v. Council.  MEPs expressed concern about the dual nature of Lady 
Ashton’s mandate.  However Ashton described the overlapping nature of the 
mandate as an asset, adding that when she reported to the Parliament she would 
do so as a Commissioner, (with a Council perspective as an additional bonus).  She 
also reminded members that she would chair the General Affairs & External 
Relations Council, which will meet for the first time under her chairmanship on 25 
January 2010. She also stressed that she would work with a number of other 
commissioners in delivering a coherent international strategy. 

• Foreign policy priority areas.  Ashton stressed the importance of Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, Iran, the Middle East, Somalia and Yemen.  On Afghanistan she said 
that a policy would become clearer after the London conference of 28 January 
2010, while on the Middle East she revealed that she will be meeting with George 
Mitchell and Tony Blair in their capacity as Middle east envoys (12 January 
2010). 

• Energy issues.  Ashton stressed the importance of diversifying supply and 
avoiding reliance solely upon Russia. 

• Human rights.  Ashton stated that she would address human rights concerns 
although not always in the full glare of the media, stressing that ‘sometimes 
talking to people without full publicity can be more effective’.  
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Candidate Janez Potočnik 
Portfolio Environment 
Nominating state Slovenia 
Background Potočnik was the Commissioner for Science & Research 

in Barrosso I (2004 – 2010).  Previously a member of 
the Slovenian Government (2001 – 2004), negotiating 
his country’s accession to the EU.  Holds a PhD in 
economics. 

Scrutinising committee Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
Date of hearing 13 January 2010 
 
Details  
• Key priorities.  Included: (i) increasing the profile of environmental issues, and 

ensuring mainstreaming; (ii) resource efficiency; (iii) biodiversity; and (iv) 
effective implementation of existing EU environmental legislation.  Potočnik 
defused concerns about tensions between business and the environment, stating 
that he would take a ‘holistic approach’, which would mean a range of options from 
regulation to a market-based approaches.  He also raised the possibility of joint 
cabinet meetings to ensure a more horizontal approach. 

• Implementation.  Potočnik conceded that differing implementation of directives 
could create an uneven playing field and promised to provide more information to 
facilitate comparisons. 

• Enforcement.  He answered questions about lack of political will to enforce 
regulation by stating that, ‘what has been adopted, needs to be fully implemented’ 
and that he saw his role as that of an enforcer.   Asked about new EU instruments 
to improve enforcement, he said that a Commission study assessing the feasibility 
of an EU agency to enforce and investigate the implementation of environmental 
legislation would be published in March 2010. 

• Impact assessment.  Potočnik stressed that all proposed legislation would be 
accompanied by an impact assessment, and that the environmental content would 
be ‘very strong’.  He also stated that in the second half of his term he would focus 
more on smarter regulation and simplification of existing legislation. 

• Targets for resource efficiency.  He stated that the concept of resource 
efficiency would be central to his approach and that targets would be considered 
as a means to reduce environmental impact.  

• Biodiversity. Potočnik conceded that the 2010 targets on biodiversity had not 
been met and promised a new Biodiversity Action Plan by the end of 2010.  The 
plan would take economic interests into account. 

• Water proposals.  A stock-taking exercise will be undertaken before preparation 
of a European blueprint paper on water, focusing on savings, availability and 
climate resilience. Demand-side measures such as water pricing and efficiency will 
also be examined 

• Soil Directive.  He said that he ‘would not like to see subsidiarity as an excuse for 
inaction’ and promised soils would be a priority issue.  

• Forests.  He hinted that a Green Paper on forestry would emerge ‘soon’. 
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Candidate László Andor 
Portfolio Employment & Social Affairs 
Nominating state Hungary 
Background Member of the Board of Directors of the European Bank 

for Reconstruction & Development since 2005.  Holds 
several degrees in economics including a Masters from 
University of Manchester. 

Scrutinising committee Employment & Social Affairs 
Date of hearing 13 January 2010 
 
Details  
• Key priorities.  Included: (i) EU2020 strategy, in particular focusing upon job 

security and growing new sectors of the EU economy; (ii) the aging population, 
and ensuring appropriate cross-cutting provision; (iii) child poverty; (iv) revision of 
the working-time directive; and (iv) simplifying the management of structural 
funds.   

• Economic crisis.  A number of MEPs sought to elicit details on Andor’s approach 
to addressing the issues surrounding the economic crisis, and whether any 
innovative measures could be expected.  However, in response, he provided no 
detail. 

• Employment policy.  Andor emphasised the importance of the EU2020 strategy, 
in particular as a way of co-ordinating cross-cutting employment issues.  He 
stressed that any new policy must take account of the unfolding economic crisis. 
He also stressed the importance of green jobs.  

• Working Time Directive.   Andor addressed the issues of opt outs and overtime 
(currently points of contention between Parliament and member states).  He 
stated that, ‘opting out is never the better solution however it is necessary to 
consider what the hurdles are for implementing a piece of legislation in a specific 
country’.  Regarding overtime on a voluntary basis, he stated that he could not 
guarantee that it would be possible to reach a general conclusion.  He did state 
that, ‘overtime … must not jeopardise the health and safety of the workers’.  He 
did hint that there may be a sectoral approach to the issue allowing certain sectors 
to work longer hours. 

• Occupational illnesses.  He promised new legislation to tackle work-related 
problems. 

• Free movement of workers.  In response to a question on how he will address 
any issues that result from the removal of the remaining restrictions on the free 
movement of workers within the EU (1 May 2011), Andor said it was too early to 
say, but he did not expect there to be a ‘brain drain’ from the new member states. 

• Aging population.  Andor announced that a Green Paper on pensions would be 
published in the spring.  He also stated that the issue of family support of elderly 
relatives would also be explored at the same time. 
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Candidate Viviane Reding 
Portfolio Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship 
Nominating state Luxembourg 
Background Served as Commissioner for Information Society & Media 

(2004 – 2010) and Education Commission (1999 – 
2004).  Previously a journalist, trade unionist and 
member of Luxembourg (79 – 89) & European (89 – 99) 
Parliaments. Holds PhD in humanities. 

Scrutinising committees Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs; Legal Affairs;  
  Women's Rights and Gender Equality  
Date of hearing 11 January 2010 
 
Details  
• Key priorities.  Included: (i) re-prioritising Justice, which Reding stated had been 

secondary to security for too long; (ii) further enhancing the free movement of 
citizens; (iii) cross border issues including divorce and succession; (iv) 
fundamental rights such as data protection.  She stressed that each proposal 
would undergo a fundamental rights impact assessment. 

• Co-operation. Reding emphasised that there would be enhanced co-operation 
between the two justice commissioners.  She also stated that once the EU joined 
the European Convention on Human Rights, the Luxembourg and Strasbourg 
courts would begin to co-operate in developing case law. 

• Personal data protection.  She confirmed that a robust defence of rights would 
be undertaken under her leadership.  She expressed her opposition to compulsory 
introduction of full body scanners at airports and any infringement of privacy 
pertaining to bank accounts or air passenger name records. 

• European Citizens' Initiative.  She stated she would await the conclusion of the 
consultation before commenting (31 January 2010).  She did note that there 
would be limits on citizen’s right to initiate where such proposals would run 
counter to ‘EU values’, e.g. attempts to introduce the death penalty. 

• European Prosecutor’s Office.  Reding stated that such an office would be 
possible under the treaties, but there would have to be member state buy-in.  She 
expected any such office to focus mainly upon financial cross border issues.  

• Cross-border divorce.  She stated that a cross-border divorce directive would be 
a priority, even if the new law is adopted ‘only by some member states’.  She 
added that she did not like such ‘enhanced co-operation’, but where unanimity is 
impossible, there could be no other solution. Reding also stated that she would 
issue a green paper in early 2010 on the movement of cross-border civil 
documents, so making it easier to get married/divorced across EU national 
boundaries.  

• Cross border succession.  She noted that mutual recognition of cross-border 
succession documents was under way and that she would like to proceed further, 
but only after a public consultation to ascertain needs. 

• Maternity leave directive.  She stated that she would continue to push for an 
extension of maternity leave from 14 to 18 weeks, even against Council 
opposition.  She also stated that she was loathe to include paternity leave in the 
proposed directive lest it derail the proposal. 
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Candidate Michel Barnier 
Portfolio Internal Market (inc. financial services) 
Nominating state France 
Background Commissioner for Regional Policy (1999 – 2004).  French 

MP since 1978. Held several ministerial positions 
including foreign affairs (2004 – 05) and agriculture 
(2007 – 09).  Elected to European Parliament in 2009.  

Scrutinising committees Internal Market & Consumer Protection  
 Economic & Monetary Affairs  

Women's Rights and Gender Equality  
Date of hearing 13 January 2010 
 
Details 
• Key priorities.  Included: (i) restoring public trust in the EU and its institutions; 

(ii) giving fresh impetus to the internal market; and (iii) improving the regulation 
of the financial services industry.  In response to doubts about his impartiality 
Barnier stated that, ‘I will take no orders from Paris, London or anywhere else’. 

• Services Directive.  Barnier stated that he planned to visit each of the 27 
Member States to discuss with governments and economic/social representatives 
the slow implementation of the Services Directive. He also stressed that his visits 
would not be limited to the capital cities.  He stressed that he favoured negotiation 
rather than binding legal measures.  

• Mutual recognition of professional qualifications.  Barnier said he intended to 
look closely at the problems encountered by member states in transposing the 
directive on mutual recognition of qualifications. 

• Cutting bureaucracy.  Barnier promised to bring down the cost of administration 
affecting SMEs by 7 billion euros.  He stated that he would clean up rules on public 
procurement, particularly for SMEs.  He also indicated his intention to establish a 
one-stop-shop to cut the red tape affecting SMEs.  He will complete the legislation 
on the European Company Statute. 

• Financial market regulation and international markets.  He stressed his 
determination to reform the financial industry, with a revision of the capital 
requirements directive, the creation of deposit guarantee schemes, the regulation 
of derivatives and measures on the traceability of financial products.  He also 
explained that he intended to push for similar regulation in the global markets. 
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Candidate Günther Oettinger 
Portfolio Energy 
Nominating state Germany 
Background Prime Minister of Baden-Württemberg 2005 -2009; 

member of the Landtag since 1984. Oettinger is a tax 
lawyer by profession. 

Scrutinising committees Industry, Research & Energy 
Date of hearing 14 January 2010 
 
Details  
• Key priorities.  Included: (i) the development of a common policy to 

‘europeanise’ energy (with respect to subsidiarity), to be centred around three 
pillars- competitiveness, security of supply and sustainability; (ii)  ‘Decarbonisation 
of the energy supplies’; and (iii) improved energy security. 

• Renewable energy.  Although endorsing the renewable energy target of 20% 
share by 2020, Oettinger indicated that the EU should be considering the target 
required for the decade after.  He stressed the importance of developing the 
infrastructure to transport renewable energy and singled out solar power in the 
Mediterranean and wind power in the North Sea as sources requiring connection to 
the EU grid, all of which would require EU investment.  Further, he stressed the 
importance of partnership development with third countries in the field of 
renewable energy and mentioned the Desertec wind and solar energy project in 
North Africa.  He also saw biomass as an opportunity for farmers, and stated that 
he would shortly be submitting a report on land use change. 

• Nuclear energy.  He described himself as a ‘moderator, not an ambassador for 
nuclear power’, emphasising that the decision to utilise nuclear energy lay with the 
member state.  He saw the EU’s role in the areas of nuclear safety, atomic energy 
research and disposal of waste. 

• Energy efficiency.  On the energy efficiency target of 20% by 2020 Oettinger 
stated that he was prepared to ‘intervene strongly’ in electricity generation, 
industrial production and building standards if action was required to meet this 
target.  He said he would introduce binding targets only if the voluntary approach 
fails.  He will assess the success of the voluntary approach in 2012. 

• Energy supply and security.  Oettinger stated that the goal must be to ‘to bring 
the raw material, under fair conditions and with planning security, into the 
European market and then to make it available to every national market and 
industrial purchaser, but on the same terms’.  He did not believe bilateral 
agreements were a long-term solution and he stated that they should be replaced 
by EU agreements.  He stated that lessons could be learned from the Nord Stream 
development.  He also emphasised the integration of the Baltic States into the EU 
network, the importance of developing the ‘Southern Gas Corridor’ project to open 
up new sources of gas in Azerbaijan, and the necessity of developing the Nabucco 
pipeline to counterbalance over-reliance on Russian gas.  He endorsed the 
construction of new liquefied natural gas terminals. 

• Energy poverty.  Oettinger floated the prospect of a devising a code under which 
energy would not be immediately switched off if someone had not paid their bill for 
two weeks. 
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Candidate Janusz Lewandowski 
Portfolio Budget & Financial Programming 
Nominating state Poland 
Background MEP since 2004, serving as chair of the Budget 

Committee.  A member of the Polish Parliament (1990 – 
1993 and 1997 – 2004), serving as a cabinet minister in 
his first term. Holds a PhD in economics. 

Scrutinising committees Budgets 
 Budget Control  
 Agriculture & Rural Development 
Date of hearing 11 January 2010 
 
Details 
• Key Priorities.  Included (i) exploring new initiatives to address the current 

financial crisis; (ii) fraud reduction; and (iii) mid-term review of EU spending 
plans. 

• EU tax. Lewandowski stated that ‘Europe is not ready for a European tax; it could 
prove detrimental for our links with the citizens’, although he agreed that there 
were different ways for the EU to increase its own resources (including the 
possibility of a ‘Tobin tax’).   

• Future Financial Perspective.  Some MEPs have been advocating an extension 
of the period of the current financial perspective beyond 2013, to bring the 
financial term in line with the parliamentary term.  He stated that this was 
possible, but he noted that there were other solutions to the particular problem. 
He also confirmed that the mid-term review of spending plans should come after 
the presentation of EU’s new 2020 Strategy which is scheduled for June 2010.  He 
said the earliest that it could happen would be July 2010. 

• CAP reform.  Lewandowski stated that he would not endorse a re-nationalisation 
of the CAP.  He stated that the agricultural share of the budget was already 
scheduled to fall to 33% by 2013. 
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Candidate Olli Rehn 
Portfolio Economic & Monetary Affairs 
Nominating state Finland 
Background Served briefly as Enterprise Commissioner under Prodi 

(5mths) and then Enlargement Cimmissioner under 
Barroso (2004 – 10). Member of the Finnish Parliament 
(1991 – 95) and the European Parliament (1995 – 
1998).  Holds a PhD from Oxford. 

Scrutinising committees Economic & Monetary Affairs 
Date of hearing 11 January 2010 
 
Details 
• Key priorities.  Included: (i) an EU co-ordinated exit strategy from the financial 

crisis; and (ii) establishing healthy public finances in the Member States.  He 
stated that his mission would be ‘to do what citizens expect of us in these times of 
crisis: provide future perspectives for jobs and prosperity, growth and stability’. 

• Economic stability.  Rehn affirmed that the Stability and Growth Pact was the 
right mechanism to return the EU to stability, and stated candidly that Greece 
would be its first test. He emphasised that there was no risk of Greece being 
ejected either from the Eurozone or the EU.  

• Financial supervision.   He stated that one of the key ambitions of the EU must 
be to improve co-ordination and supervision of economic policy, something which 
the Lisbon Treaty, and the proposed reform of financial supervision would made 
easier.  He stressed the importance of Parliamentary endorsement of the European 
Systemic Risk board (ESRB) and the three European Supervisory Authorities 
(ESAs) as soon as possible, so that they can become operational before autumn 
2010. 

• EU economic representative.  Rehn proposed the creation of a single EU 
representative (a High Representative for Economic Affairs) to participate in 
international economic forums like the G20.   He stated that he would flesh out 
this idea and publish his recommendation in late 2010. 

• EU 2020.  He confessed that the Lisbon Strategy ‘lacked ownership’, and stated 
that with the new Treaty in force there were new instruments to address these 
failings.  He shied away from endorsing binding targets and mechanisms in the 
new strategy, ideas which had already been floated by the Spanish Presidency.  
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Candidate Siim Kallas 
Portfolio Transport 
Nominating state Estonia 
Background Vice President responsible for Administrative Affairs 

(2004 – 2010).  Served as PM of Estonia from 2002 – 
03, having been an MP since 1995.  Member of the 
Supreme Council of the Soviet Union (1989 – 1991) 
before becoming chairman of the Bank of Estonia (1991 
– 95). 

Scrutinising committees Transport & Tourism 
Date of hearing 14 January 2010 
 
Details 
• Key Priorities.  Included: (i) development of an integrated EU transport policy; 

(ii) a strategic transport investment policy with clearly defined criteria to ensure 
equitable allocation of monies; (iii) review of the EU’s transport infrastructure, 
including revision of the 30 priority projects defined in 2004.   

• Climate change.  Several MEPs noted that transport remained the only sector 
which had failed to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions.  Kallas stated that such 
failing would be addressed; ‘decarbonisation was non negotiable’.  He anticipated 
binding targets affecting the transport sector would be proposed in late 2010.  He 
also noted that ‘adequate pricing mechanisms’ must be applied to address 
pollution linked to transport.  He noted that a ‘Eurovignette’ levy on lorries would 
be advanced during late 2010 under the direction of the Belgian Presidency. 

• Aviation emissions and ETS.  Kallas confirmed that he would push for the 
Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) to be applied to the sector.  He also made clear 
that monies raised by the ETS would be returned to the member state and could 
not be used as a separate funding stream for EU green projects, although he was 
open to exploring the possibility. 

• Airport scanners.  He indicated that an EU regulation on full body scanners can 
be expected soon, and condemned member states that had already introduced 
such devices in the absence of common standards. 

• Railway harmonisation and liberalisation.  He affirmed his support for open 
competition in transport, and stated that he would strive to remove obstacles to 
the proper functioning of the transport system (including political and 
administrative hindrances and technical barriers such as incompatible signalling 
systems for trains).  Kallas also advocated greater use of EU regional/structural 
funds to improve rail networks and proposed the creation of a ‘European 
Infrastructure Investments Fund’.  He confirmed that 40% of the EU transport 
budget would go to rail.  He also indicated his support for the harmonisation of 
online booking systems for trains. 

• Road safety and passenger rights.  He confirmed that he would reintroduce 
legislation to address cross-border enforcement of sanctions for road offences 
(which had previously been rejected by the Council). 

 



 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 
11 

Candidate John Dalli 
Portfolio Health & Consumer Policy 
Nominating state Malta 
Background Member of the Maltese Parliament since 1987, holding 

various cabinet positions including Foreign Minister and 
Finance Minister.  An accountant by profession. 

Scrutinising committees Environment, Public Health & Food Safety 
Date of hearing 14 January 2010 
 
Details 
• Key priorities.  Includes: (i) progressing the cross border health directive; (ii) 

developing awareness-raising strategies to deal with lifestyle health issues; and 
(iii)codifying patient’s rights. 

• Patient’s rights.  In discussing the ‘Pharma package’ (which includes five 
directives dealing with information on prescribed medicines and the fight against 
falsified drugs), Dalli called for the proposal to be unbundled, allowing for quick 
progress on the issues where consensus can easily be built and leaving the most 
divisive issues to be tackled separately.  He explained that the section dealing with 
patient rights would have to be reassessed to ensure that there is a greater 
emphasis on the patient.  To put forward the patient’s perspective he would rely 
on MEPs and patients' organisations.  

• Cross border health.  He declared his commitment to seeing the Cross Border 
Health Directive to a satisfactory conclusion. He welcomed the renewed 
commitment by the Spanish EU Presidency to brokering an agreement in the 
Council on this issue.  He also stated that he had already contacted the Spanish 
health minister to discuss possible ways forward.  

• Lifestyle health issues.  He made clear that no further legislation is expected 
affecting alcohol, smoking or obesity, but that greater emphasis would be placed 
on informing citizens about the risks associated with the ‘sins’.  In particular he 
anticipated more information targeted at children. 

• Cloning Directive.  He stated that a report would be produced during 2010 
exploring methods to address the issues raised by cloning. He anticipated working 
with the Parliament on the issue, with a draft proposal anticipated before the end 
of 2010. 

• Animals treated with hormones.  He confirmed that the EU position was 
unchanged; animals treated with hormones would not be allowed into the EU.   
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Candidate Johannes Hahn 
Portfolio Regional Policy 
Nominating state Austria 
Background Federal Science Minister (2007 - 2009.  previously 

served in the devolved Viennese Government.  Holds a 
PhD from the University of Vienna. 

Scrutinising committees Regional Development 
Date of hearing 14 January 2010 
 
Details 
• Key priorities.  Hahn made clear his opposition to the re-nationalisation of 

regional policy.  He stated that only an integrated policy approach with adequate 
resources can meet the policy objectives. Indicated that greater monies should be 
targeted at education and creativity to boost competitiveness and innovation, as 
well as infrastructure.  

• Budget. Hahn stated that he intended to fight for greater monies for regional 
policy in the next financial perspective, and hoped that he would be supported by 
the Parliament in his endeavour. 

• Simplification of funding rules and procedures.  He stated that the ‘third 
simplification package’, to be adopted soon, would improve access to funding 
streams, although he did state that he would display ‘zero tolerance for errors’ in 
using EU money. 

• Urban policies.  He gave particular emphasis to developing new urban policies 
aimed at improving the contribution of European cities to regional development 
goals. ‘Different cities face different challenges’, he argued, and a more proactive 
urban policy was needed to bring regional cities into the planning process. 
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Candidate Dacian Cioloş 
Portfolio Agriculture & Rural Development 
Nominating state Romania 
Background Romanian Agriculture Minister from 2007 – 08, having 

previously served as an advisor to the post.  A 
horticultural engineer by training, he holds a PhD from 
the University of Montpelier, France. 

Scrutinising committees Agriculture & Rural Development 
Date of hearing 15 January 2010 
 
Details 
• Key priorities.  Included: (i) defining the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) after 

2013 while maintaining an adequate share of the EU budget.  The reformed CAP 
should, ‘ensure a living for farmers while maintaining food security’.   Also (ii) the 
development of co-decision working practices with the Parliament. 

• CAP.  Cioloş was clear that the CAP ‘needs to be reformed’, although he went on 
to say that ‘reform does not mean reducing financial support’.  On the issue of 
direct payments, he stated that reform should re-balance the way aid is distributed 
among regions, farmers and member states.  He said that future payments needed 
to be made via ‘one system,’ but with some consideration of regional 
characteristics. (Payments are currently made per hectare in the ‘new’ member 
states and per holding in the ‘old’ ones).  He also indicated that he would expect 
further reform of the CAP’s first and second pillars (direct farm subsidies and rural 
development funding). 

• Greening of farm policy.  He stated that ‘eco-conditionality’ may be applied to 
future subsidies.  Rural development policy should continue to help restructure and 
modernise farms, and help farmers to deliver sustainable agriculture, adopt 
climate change adaptation measures and address CO2 emissions and declining 
biodiversity.   

• Competitiveness.  In response to a question from George Lyon MEP concerning 
measures to improve competitiveness in the next three years, he listed the 
measures he would favour:  investment measures to help farmers adapt to new 
challenges; balancing out the use of direct payments and using international 
negotiations to help farmers better exploit global market opportunities.  He also 
stated that he would support improving contractual relations between producers 
and retailers. 

• Price volatility.  He stated that price support mechanisms and market regulation 
were from a different era.  He favoured ‘new mechanisms to prevent price 
fluctuations’.  He conceded that there was still a place for safety nets where there 
was strong price fluctuations, as in the current vegetable sector.  However, he was 
categorical in stating that, ‘we need to let the market decide the price… Market 
regulation mechanisms can only work if they take into account demand and 
supply’. 

• Small farms.  He stated that a structural policy is required to modernise small 
farms and to develop existing opportunities in local markets where demand for 
local produce is high. 
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Candidate Connie Hedegaard 
Portfolio Climate Action  
Nominating state Denmark 
Background Danish Minister for Climate & Energy (2007 – 2010), 

responsible for the UN Climate Change Conference in 
Copenhagen. Served previously as Environment Minister. 
Worked as a journalist, and holds an MA in Literature. 

Scrutinising committees Environment, Public Health & Food Safety 
 Transport & Tourism 
 Industry, Research & Energy 
Date of hearing 15 January 2010 
 
Details 
• Key priorities.  Included: (i) investing in the climate by saving resources and 

cutting emissions; (ii) doing more to invest in green technology so competing with 
China and the US who are already established in this area; (iii) choosing solutions 
that saved the climate, ensured energy security and were environmentally 
friendly; and (iv) ensuring progress on the UN climate change initiative. She also 
hoped to see the EU’s emissions trading scheme (ETS) spread internationally. 
Finally she stressed the importance of mainstreaming climate into all policy areas, 
with her role as a horizontal co-ordinator between other directorates-general. 

• Copenhagen conference.  She expressed disappointment at the failure to secure 
a binding agreement, but stated that agreements on funding and maintaining 
temperature rises below 2° C were important in themselves.  She also stated that 
the EU should continue to pressure other countries to set more ambitions targets. 

• Implementation.  She stated that the EU had already adopted energy efficiency 
and emission reduction targets, and therefore the next five years would be focused 
upon implementation.   

• Legislation.  Areas where further legislation could be expected include road 
haulage (cutting CO2 emissions from lorries), shipping, modernising the CAP to 
include climate change mitigation strategies, and ensuring that the EU 2020 
strategy incentivises low-carbon and green technologies. 
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Candidate Maroš Šefčovič 
Portfolio Interinstitutional Relations & Administration 
Nominating state Slovakia 
Background Currently Commissioner for Education (2009 – 2010).  

From 2004 – 2009 served as Slovak Permanent 
Representative to EU. He holds a PhD in law. 

Scrutinising committees Constitutional Affairs 
 Budgetary Control 
Date of hearing 18 January 2010 
 
Details 
• Key priorities.  Included the implementation of the Lisbon Treaty, in particular: 

(i) assisting with the development of the External Action Service; (ii) the European 
Citizens’ Initiative; and (iii) subsidiarity. 

• Roma question.  The first question was on remarks he made in 2005 that the 
Slovak Roma minority were ‘exploiters of the Slovak welfare system’, which had 
caused some concerns prior to the hearing.  He stated that the remarks were out 
of context, but nonetheless expressed regret that they may have caused offence. 
He also stated that in his previous jobs he had worked actively with Roma NGOs.  

• Lisbon Treaty.  He explained that he looked forward to ensuring that co-decision, 
where it had been extended, worked well.  He also stated that he anticipated 
progress on the European Citizens’ Initiative during the Spanish presidency. On 
the issue of the admissibility of the initiatives, he stated that he would not be in 
favour of the Commission intervening too early in cases where it was suspected 
that a proposal would run counter to fundamental EU agreements. On the issue of 
the External Action Service (EAS) he stated that he would be responsible for the 
EAS staff regulation, and that the parliament would have co-decision responsibility 
for the regulation.  
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Candidate Antonio Tajani 
Portfolio Industry & Entrepreneurship 
Nominating state Italy 
Background Currently Commissioner for Transport (2008 – 2010).  

From 1994 – 2008 he was a member of the European 
Parliament.  prior to entering the EP, he worked as a 
journalist. 

Scrutinising committee Industry, Research and Energy 
Date of hearing 18 January 2010 
 
Details. 
• Key priorities.  Included: (i) the EU 2020 strategy; (ii) providing support for 

SMEs; (iii) better regulation agenda. 
• EU 2020.  He stated that the policy would represent a co-ordinated approach by 

the EU to tackle issues of economic growth in general and employment in 
particular. He stressed the importance of developing a green, low-carbon 
economy; improving European international competitiveness; and improving co-
operation, especially in research. 

• SMEs.  He pledged that he will meet the president of the European Investment 
Bank in the very near future to discuss financing and guarantees, and declared 
that access to funds for SMEs remains his top short-term priority. Funds should 
also be forthcoming to enable SMEs to restart as ‘green businesses’.  He 
announced that legislative proposals will have SME impact assessments built into 
them. 
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Candidate Maria Damanaki 
Portfolio Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 
Nominating state Greece  
Background A member of the Greek Parliament from 1977 – 2003, 

she holds a degree in chemical engineering. 
Scrutinising committee Fisheries 
Date of hearing 19 January 2010 
 
Details 
• Key priorities.  Included: (i) Reform of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP); (ii) 

integration of broader maritime policies; (iii) creating ‘blue jobs’; and (iv) working 
closely with the Parliament now that fisheries policy is subject to co-decision.   

• CFP.  Damanaki stated that the reform of the policy will seek to make it more 
efficient by ‘striking the right balance’, among the interests of consumers, 
fishermen, industry, tourism and related activities.  She noted that small scale 
fisheries experienced particular difficulties and the upcoming reform would address 
this issue.  She stated that no decisions had been made on the future of 
transferable quotas, but should that policy make progress she would seek to guard 
against the concentration of quotas within the industry. 

• CFP v. Integrated Maritime Policy.  Noting that the reform and the new 
maritime policy will bring new costs, Damanaki advocated funding the new 
Integrated Maritime Policy separately from the CFP, with money saved by co-
operation with other Commission services,  e.g. research and transport.  

• Mitigating social difficulties.  Damanaki recognised that there could be social 
upheaval and dislocation resulting from the reform of the CFP and stated that she 
would seek to utilise the European Social Fund where appropriate. 

• Overcapacity.  She stated that there was clear overcapacity in the EU fleet.  To 
reduce this overcapacity without striking a blow to fishing communities, she stated 
that resources should be directed to modernisation, e.g. equipping vessels with 
selective gear that helps to eliminate discards.  Damanaki added that, to the same 
end, the system of total allowable catches (TACs) and quotas per Member State 
must be reviewed.   

• Regionalisation.  In reply to questions from Ian Hudghton and Struan Stevenson 
she stated that there would be a need to involve regions and local stakeholders in 
fisheries policy but that re-nationalisation was not be an option. 
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Candidate Cecilia Malmström 
Portfolio Home Affairs 
Nominating state Sweden 
Background Current Swedish Minister for EU Affairs (2007 - ).  She 

previously served in the European Parliament (1999 – 
2006), where she initiated the ‘one seat’ campaign to 
end Strasbourg as the second seat of the EP.  She holds 
a PhD in political science. 

Scrutinising committee Civil Liberties, Justice, Home Affairs 
Date of hearing 19 January 2010 
 
Details 
• Key priorities.  Included: (i) the fight against terrorism; (ii) securing favourable 

agreement on SWIFT bank data transfers; (iii) draft legislation on migrants; and 
(iv) review of the Frontex agency. 

• Terrorism.  This was stressed as a key priority.  She stated that all existing tools 
and mechanisms should be reviewed.  She said that all changes should respect the 
integrity of individuals, the principle of proportionality and fundamental rights". 

• Asylum.  In response to questions on the disproportionate burden of the EU’s 
southern countries regarding asylum seekers, Malmström stated that she was 
determined to ‘beef up the Frontex agency as well as solidarity between Member 
States’ but also to ‘work closely with the transit countries’.  She did however 
concede that it would not be possible to compel other member states to take on 
greater responsibility. She stated that FRONTEX would continue to be the principle 
interlocutor on asylum issues.  On a related matter she stated that she would 
publish a draft law on unaccompanied minors.   

• Legal migration.  Malmström stressed the need to ensure equal reception 
conditions in each member state which would apply to all legal migrants.  She also 
announced that draft directives would shortly be published on: (i) the transfer of 
staff within big companies; (ii) the rights of seasonal workers; and (iii) the 
mobility of trainees.  She stressed that legal migration should benefit not just the 
host country but also the country of origin. 

• Directive on data protection.  Malmström stated that the directive on data 
protection will be revised in early 2011, taking account of proportionality, data 
protection and costs.  

• SWIFT.  Malmström said that SWIFT (the network for sharing bank data) is useful 
and ‘had prevented attacks’.  She stated that the network would be the subject of 
ongoing discussions with the USA.  

• Human trafficking.  Malmström announced that a draft law would be announced 
shortly. 
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