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Energy and climate change have come to 
dominate the agenda of the Commission.   
 

Having agreed to ‘limit global average 
temperature increase to no more than 2°C 
above pre-industrial level’, EU leaders are 
now close to reaching further agreement on 
exactly how this target can be realised.   
 

The key discussions will take place at 11 – 
12 December Council, when the French EU 
Presidency hopes to secure political 
agreement on the raft of measures known as 
the ‘EU energy package’.   In advance of 
this, the Parliament will vote on its 
contribution to the debate (3 – 4 
December). 
 
The purpose of this supplement is to provide 
an update on EU developments in the fields 
of energy and climate change.  
 
 

Commissioner Piebalgs here sets out in 
detail the Commission’s position and 
stresses the fact that the energy package is 
about more than climate change alone but 
also energy security and importantly 
competitiveness. In his words, ‘the new 
European Energy Policy offers a roadmap to 
Europe’s secure, clean and prosperous 
energy future’. 
 

Guido Saconni’s Committee on Climate 
Change will shortly sign-off its contribution 
to the end-of-year energy discussion. Here 
he reviews his committee’s actions to date.   

 

With Scotland potentially possessing 25% 
of the EU’s wind energy and 10% of its 
offshore energy, as well as significant 
reserves of knowledge and experience in 
the development of energy technology, the 
country is well placed to play a key role in 
the realisation of an EU energy policy.   
 

In this supplement the Scottish 
Government and Scotland Europa 
explore Scotland’s position in the EU 
energy circle and the potential 
contributions that Scotland can make to 

November  2008 

FEATURED ARTICLES: 
 
 

Europe’s Energy Future: the New 
Industrial Revolution 
Andris Piebalgs, EU Commissioner for 
Energy  
 
Climate Change: a view from the 
European Parliament  
Guido Sacconi, Chairman, European 
Parliament Temporary Committee on 
Climate Change 
 
The EU 2020 Climate and Energy Package 
– what does it mean for Scotland? 
Energy Desk, Scottish Government EU 
Office, Brussels 
 

Europe’s ambitious renewables 
targets - Scotland’s opportunity 
Stephen Gethins, Senior Policy Executive 
(Energy), Scotland Europa 
 

Key events in the developments of 
the EU energy position 

 
Contact details 
 
 



 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 
2 

both UK and EU energy policy. 
 
What happens next? 
The French Presidency of the EU, the 
Commission and the Parliamentary 
rapporteurs on the energy package are 
currently in discussion with the aim of 
ensuring a broad agreement on the 
energy package in advance of 
discussions at the December 2008 
Council.  
 

However, there are a number of 
significant issues – the targets of the 
Emissions Trading Scheme, funding of 
the carbon capture demonstration 
projects, equity of burden sharing to 
name three - that must be resolved 
before agreement can be sure. If 
agreement is not reached in December 
2008 there is a possibility that the issue 
may not be resolved before Parliament 
rises in May 2009.  
 

If agreement is reached the components 
of the energy package will form the 
basis of the EU’s energy position at the 
UN Conference on Climate Change, 
scheduled for December 2009. A 
Commission Communication outlining 
the position is likely to emerge in 
Spring 2009. 
 

Thereafter Member States will be 
responsible for the transposition and 
implementation of the energy package. 
Member states will be expected to bring 
forward detailed action plans in late 
2009 early 2010 outlining how the 
commitments will be met. 
 

It is likely that the new Commission, 
which will take office in November 2009, 
will prioritise the energy/climate change 
portfolio and introduce new initiatives 
and proposals. 

Ian Duncan 
Scottish Parliament 

 

Europe’s Energy Future: the New 
Industrial Revolution 
 

Andris Piebalgs 
Energy Commissioner 

 

 
The world is facing a massive energy 
and environmental challenge, a 
challenge that is particularly acute for 
Europe. It has been estimated that world 
energy demand is set to increase by 
more than half by 2030, and that 
demand for oil alone is expected to grow 
by over 40% during this period. Europe 
already imports half of its energy, and 
this is forecast to rise to nearly two 
thirds by 2030 unless action is taken. 
 

The potential effects of Europe’s 
dependence on imported energy are 
serious. With oil prices approaching 
$150 per barrel, the EU’s annual energy 
import bill may increase by €170 billion 
or an additional €350 out of the pocket 
of every EU citizen. Europe is particularly 
vulnerable to a price shock, and as the 
International Energy Agency states, “the 
ability and willingness of major oil and 
gas producers to step up investment in 
order to meet rising global demand are 
particularly uncertain.”  
 

While the economic impact of Europe’s 
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reliance on energy imports may be 
cause for concern, the security 
consequences could be dire. Oil and gas 
reserves are increasingly controlled by 
the national monopolies of just a handful 
of countries, and recent actions by some 
of these monopolies suggest that energy 
security is an issue with geopolitical 
overtones. Diversification of Europe’s 
energy supply base is an urgent priority. 
 

Growing energy consumption is not just 
a threat to Europe’s economy and 
political stability, it is also linked to 
environmental challenges – and climate 
change in particular. The world's output 
of carbon dioxide (CO2) – which 
accounts for 75% of all greenhouse 
gases – is set to increase by 55% by 
2030 with the EU's emissions increasing 
by 5%. The impact of this scenario on 
Europe’s environment, economy and 
way of life would be tremendous. For 
example, a six-metre rise in sea level 
would submerge large parts of 
Barcelona, Venice, Amsterdam, London, 
Stockholm, and Lisbon. It would 
exacerbate water shortages in parts of 
Southern Europe. And it could lead to an 
influx of millions of refugees from hard-
hit developing countries.  
 

While energy and the environment are 
the greatest challenges for Europe in the 
21st century, they also represent an 
enormous opportunity. By accelerating 
low-carbon growth and dramatically 
increasing the amount of low-emission 
energy produced and used, Europe can 
become the leader in renewable energy 
and low-carbon technologies, and make 
its economy much more robust in the 
process. In short, Europe has the 
opportunity to usher in a new industrial 
revolution in energy. 
 

Recognising the seriousness of the 
challenge, as well as the inherent 

opportunity, the European Commission 
has put forward a comprehensive 
European Energy Policy – the most far-
reaching reform of Europe’s energy 
policy ever attempted. The policy aims 
to transform Europe’s energy economy 
into one that is sustainable and 
competitive and enjoys security of 
supply. 

The first step is to achieve a 20% 
reduction in the EU’s greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2020 versus 1990 
levels. This unilateral target is just an 
initial goal. The hope is that other 
nations will follow Europe’s lead. When 
such an international commitment 
exists, Europe will raise the target to a 
30% reduction by 2030 and a 60-80% 
reduction by 2050.  

The 20% target is the driver for the new 
European energy policy, but the policy is 
not just about climate change. It also 
aims to improve Europe’s energy 
security and competitiveness. Achieving 
the 20% target can limit the EU's 
growing exposure to volatility in the 
price of oil and gas, create a more 
competitive EU energy market, and 
stimulate innovation and job creation. 
Even without global warming, Europe 
should be taking this bold step forward. 

To realise this vision, the European 
Commission has tabled a seven-point 
action plan which foresees a range of 
measures: 

1. Creating an efficient and 
competitive EU energy market: a 
more efficient and competitive 
energy market will result in more 
reliable supply at a lower cost to 
consumers. To achieve this, Europe 
must unbundle networks from 
services, harmonise energy 
regulation and create a body that has 
the power to adopt binding decisions 
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on cross-border issues. 
2. Ensuring security of supply for 

oil, gas and electricity and 
promoting solidarity between 
Member States: this means 
promoting diversity of energy source, 
supplier, transport route and 
transport method, as well as putting 
in place effective mechanisms to 
ensure solidarity between Member 
States in the event of an energy 
crisis. 

3. Promoting energy efficiency: to 
achieve a 20% improvement in 
energy efficiency by 2020, including a 
13% reduction in energy 
consumption - meaning a reduction 
of 780 million tonnes in annual CO2 

emissions and annual savings of 
€100 billion.  

4. Supporting renewable energy: 
without a substantial shift towards 
renewable energy over the coming 
years, Europe will not be able to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
20%. Although increased energy 
efficiency, nuclear energy and carbon 
capture and storage can all 
contribute to achieving the 20% 
target, none of these measures will 
have a major impact before 2020. 
The Commission therefore proposes 
to raise the share of renewable 
energy in the EU’s energy mix to 
20%.  

5. Backing research: Europe is lagging 
behind on research into the next 
generation of low-carbon and 
renewable technologies. The 
European Commission will work to 
stimulate the construction and 
operation by 2015 of up to 12 large-
scale fossil fuel plants to demonstrate 
CO2 capture and storage technology, 
and will provide a clear indication of 

when coal- and gas-fired plants will 
need to install the technology. 

6. Building a framework for nuclear 
energy: whilst not all European 
nations will opt for nuclear energy, it 
nonetheless accounts for 30% of 
electricity generated in the EU and is 
the largest source of low-carbon 
energy available. The EU should 
create an advanced framework for 
nuclear energy, including nuclear 
waste management and 
decommissioning, respecting the 
Member State's freedom to chose 
nuclear energy or not. 

7. Developing a common External 
EU Energy Policy: Global warming 
and energy security are global 
challenges. The EU can set the pace 
on these issues, but it needs to bring 
the US, China, India, Japan and its 
other partners on board. To do so, 
and to protect its own interests, 
Europe must speak with one voice 
and act as one. EU energy policy can 
also help developing countries. Like 
Europe, many of these countries 
depend on energy imports, and 
surges in oil prices can effectively 
cancel out development aid. 

 

The energy and environmental 
challenges that we face are really 
opportunities in disguise, and for those 
who seize them, the rewards will be 
great. Europe now has the chance to 
establish world leadership in clean, 
efficient and low-emission energy 
technologies. These will become an 
engine for growth and job creation whilst 
sustaining a high quality of life. The new 
European Energy Policy offers a 
roadmap to Europe’s secure, clean and 
prosperous energy future. 
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Climate Change: a view from the 
European Parliament  
 

Guido Sacconi 
Chairman, European Parliament 

Temporary Committee on Climate 
Change 

 

 
The momentum of the fight against 
climate change dramatically accelerated 
in the course of last year, starting with 
the decision taken by the EU Heads of 
State and government at the 2007 
Spring Summit to fix 20% targets to be 
achieved by 2020 for emission 
reductions, use of renewables and 
energy efficiency. This decision was then 
followed by other very significant events 
at international level, such as the 
Heiligendamm G8 Summit, the UN 
Security Council's debate on the impact 
of climate change on peace and security, 
the meeting of the world's major 
emitters convened by the US, the Nobel 
Peace Prize Award to Al Gore and the 
IPCC scientists, Australia’s ratification of 
the Kyoto Protocol and, finally, the 
adoption of the “Bali action plan” which 
will, hopefully, lead to the conclusion in 
Copenhagen, in December 2009, of a 
new international climate change 
agreement. Only a few weeks before the 
Bali negotiations started few people 
would have imagined that such an 

objective could be achieved. Certainly, 
the road to the conclusion of a global 
climate agreement is still long and 
difficult, both at internal level – where 
the EU is currently examining the 
legislation to implement its 20-20-20 
target – and at international level – 
where the active contribution of 
important countries such as the US, 
China or India has still to be achieved. 
But the urgency of tackling climate 
change and the costs of non-action have 
now become clearer and clearer. As 
politicians we have therefore to take the 
responsibility to act and act now. 
 

The establishment, in May 2007, of a 
temporary committee to put together 
different view-points from the many 
different policy areas related to climate 
change is the European Parliament's 
response and contribution in raising 
awareness on this issue and in placing 
the challenge of climate change very 
high on the international agenda. With 
cross-party membership of 60 Members, 
one of the key tasks of the Temporary 
Committee on Climate Change is to put 
forward recommendations for a future 
EU's integrated policy on climate 
change. The second major task of the 
Committee is to keep the issue of 
climate change very high in the 
international political agenda and, 
through its privileged contacts with 
parliamentarians from around the world, 
to explain and support the EU objectives 
and position in the international 
negotiations.  
 

In its almost twenty months of work, the 
Climate Change Committee looked at 
many aspects of climate change, ranging 
from water to transport, from energy 
and new technologies to international 
security, met many high-level 
personalities and heard dozens of 
experts, renowned scientists and 
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academicians, including two Nobel prize 
winners, economists, business, NGOs, 
representatives from governments and 
international organizations from around 
the world. It established contacts with 
parliamentarians from around the world 
and dispatched delegations to some of 
the countries which will pay a crucial role 
in the international negotiations, China, 
India, US and Russia. It also visited 
Bangladesh, a country which is already 
severely affected by the consequences of 
climate change, and met local 
authorities and civil society.  
 

We are now approaching the end of our 
work and of our mandate and are 
currently discussing our 
recommendations for the future EU 
climate change policy. Our rapporteur, 
the German Christian-Democrat Karl-
Heinz Florenz, has put forward a report 
that takes as basis the EU objective to 
limit global average temperature below 
2°C and accordingly recommends 
measures to be taken in all economic 
sectors to achieve such an objective. It 
is clear that the effects of climate 
change will widely affect and change the 
way we are doing business. Climate 
change poses a risk to the environment, 
but is at the same time a challenge to 
the economy that Europe cannot afford 
to miss. A contribution from all economic 
sectors, not just industry alone, could 
multiply benefits for climate and have an 
important impact on the way we produce 
and consume. Higher efficiency and new 
technologies will raise the sustainability 
level of our economic model while 
making Europe the frontrunner for 
climate-friendly, market-ready high-tech 
utilities and thus offer new jobs 
possibilities.  
 

But I do believe that the crucial element 
will be raising citizens’ awareness on the 
seriousness of the climate problem and 

on the urgency to act. A Eurobarometer 
survey conducted, at the initiative of the 
Climate Change Committee, among 
around 26,000 European citizens 
between March and May 2008 confirms 
that climate change is an important 
concern for a strong majority of 
Europeans; at the same time, the survey 
reveals that many Europeans do not feel 
informed enough, in particular on the 
actions that citizens could take 
themselves to help fighting climate 
change. This clearly indicates that we 
have to think about initiatives and 
measures to spread this knowledge 
more widely, especially among the most 
vulnerable groups of our population. The 
role of regional and local authorities in 
this task will be crucial, in particular for 
boosting individual action and the 
behavioural changes which are an 
essential part of the solution to climate 
change.  
 
 
 
The EU 2020 Climate and Energy 
Package – what does it mean for 
Scotland? 
 

Energy Desk 
Scottish Government EU Office 

Brussels 
 

The European Commission announced its 
wide ranging and ambitious Climate and 
Energy package on 23 January 2008. 
Since then work on securing agreement 
between The European Council of 
Ministers and the European Parliament 
has dominated the policy platform in 
Brussels, with the French Presidency 
pressing for political agreement on the 
package in December.  The package 
aims to deliver on the EU’s commitment 
to reduce carbon emissions by 20% 
relative to 1990 levels as well as 



 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 
7 

 
 

furthering the wider sustainable energy 
agenda.  It comprises: 
 

• A directive on Renewable Energy 
(which will establish national 
renewables targets for each Member 
State);  

• A directive on Carbon Capture and 
Storage (CCS);  

• A communication on the development 
of 12 CCS demonstrators within the 
EU; 

• Effort Sharing amongst Member States 
of Green House Gas (GHG) reduction 
targets; and 

• A review of the EU Emissions Trading 
Scheme (ETS). 

 

In spite of the global financial turmoil both 
French President Nicholas Sarkozy and 
European Commission President Jose 
Manuel Barroso have insisted that tackling 
climate change and creating the 
conditions for a sustainable and secure EU 
energy sector remain at the top of the 
EU’s agenda.  Throughout the negotiation 
process between Council and the 
European Parliament the Scottish 
Government has been active in ensuring 
that Scottish interests are understood and 
as far as possible reflected in the package. 
  

So, what are the challenges and 
opportunities that the package presents to 
S
  
cotland? 

The challenge is considerable.  Scotland 
will have a major role to play in helping 
the UK meet its emission reduction and 
renewables targets and key to this will be 
creating the right conditions to ensure 
that the public and private sectors can 
work together to deliver.   
 

But the opportunities for Scotland are also 
potentially huge.  Energy is a key 
component of the Scottish Government’s 
Economic Strategy which aims to match 
UK GDP growth by 2011.  The  

package offers major opportunities both to 
create jobs in Scotland and also develop 
further Scotland’s status as an 
international centre of excellence. 
 
Renewable energy. Scotland is 
extremely well placed to develop further 
as a major energy producer from 
renewable sources, in particular 
electricity, given that it has some of the 
world’s most favourable natural conditions 
and intellectual centres for developing 
new technologies, of which Scotland is 
already an exporter.  Scotland is already 
well on its way to achieving its own 
targets (for electricity generation from 
renewables) of 31% by 2011 and 50% by 
2020.  Onshore wind electricity generation 
is well developed and offshore wind 
technology and installations continue to 
move forward with the recent 
announcement by the Crown Estate on the 
opening of the Pentland Firth for further 
research and development into wave and 
tidal technologies.  The oil and gas 
industry also has a lot of expertise to offer 
the renewables sector given its knowledge 
of developing offshore oil installations and 
many companies in the North East are 
turning their attentions to this issue. 
  

Besides the big operations centred on 
electricity, a great deal of work is also 
taking place on other methods of using 
renewable energy.  Bio technologies are 
important for obligations in the transport 
sector (10% from renewables as proposed 
in the directive) and heating and cooling is 
also an area of activity.    
  
Carbon Capture and Storage.  The 
North Sea offers huge potential as a 
carbon sink.  There is still debate in some 
sectors over the safety and the status of 
CCS as a key component to reduce GHG 
emissions, but it is widely acknowledged 
in the political, industrial and scientific 
communities that it does present 

2020
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significant opportunities in the overall 
fight against climate change and the drive 
to develop low carbon economies.  The 
Commission proposals in this area are 
therefore of particular interest to 
Scotland, both in setting the legal 
framework within which this technology 
can be developed and deployed, and in 
the hope of seeing demonstration 
operations that will go some way to 
answering the questions that are 
outstanding.  It is hoped that Scotland can 
secure one of these demonstration 
operations and work is being taken 
forward on this in partnership with others 
through the Scottish European Green 
Energy Centre. 

 
Effort Sharing of GHG Emissions 
Reductions.  These will also place 
obligations on Scotland across sectors as 
the proposals cover transport, buildings, 
services, smaller industrial installations, 
agriculture and waste.  Progress on 
achieving Scotland’s contribution to the 
UK’s effort will involve a number of 
policies across Government and the 
continued co-operation between the public 
and private sector but the impetus is 
there and increasing.  These proposals are 
complex and so far negotiations in the 
Council and the European Parliament have 
been difficult. 
 
EU ETS Review.  As the EU ETS increases 
in significance as the key mechanism for 
the trading of GHG emissions allowances 
so will it become more significant to 
Scotland.  There are some difficult issues 
in the proposals that demand a balance 
between the Climate and Energy package 
and industrial competitiveness interests. 
Nonetheless, it will affect cross sector 
operations with all main emitters included 
and new sectors added, with the power 
sector facing full auctioning as soon as 
2013.  The Scottish Government supports 

the Commission’s proposals in this area 
and sees them as a positive move that 
Scotland will embrace. 
  
Conclusion.  The EU Climate and Energy 
package does present Scotland with major 
challenges. However, if the right 
technologies are developed and deployed 
to allow Scotland to harness her huge 
natural resource base then the benefits 
could be considerable.  These would range 
from enhanced economic growth, greater 
energy security and intellectual 
ownership, a cleaner environment and the 
enhancement of Scotland’s status as an 
international centre of excellence in the 
field of renewables technology.  It is in 
Scotland’s interests that Heads of EU 
Member States strike a deal next month in 
Brussels. 
 
 
 
Europe’s ambitious renewables 
targets - Scotland’s opportunity 
 

Stephen Gethins 
Senior Policy Executive (Energy) 

Scotland Europa 
 
The development of clean low carbon 
technologies and combating climate 
change is at the top of the EU’s agenda. 
The publication earlier this year of the 
Commission’s proposals on energy and 
climate change underscored its priority 
status. At the heart of those proposals lie 
the EU’s plans for 20% share of renewable 
energy in Europe by 2020.  
 

This is a significant target particularly for 
the UK, which will have to make a 
massive jump from current levels that 
were calculated by the EU as being about 
1.6% up to 15% in that time scale. That 
will provide the UK as a whole with a 
significant challenge. 
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Scotland will play a central role in helping 
the United Kingdom to meet its 
renewables obligations under the EU 
plans, which it has signed up to. Scotland 
already produces approximately half of 
the UK’s renewable energy with more on 
the way. EU officials in Brussels take great 
interest in Scotland’s renewables potential 
in terms of our natural resources, 
research capabilities and industry 
experience. Europe is already a world 
leader in terms of renewables with an 
industry that is worth €15 billion and 
employs 300,000 people. The EU wants to 
maintain that edge in an increasingly 
competitive global market. 

Portugal and was developed by Pelamis a 
company based in Scotland. 
 

Scotland is well placed in this regard with 
Scottish companies already diversifying. 
The Beatrice project in the Moray Firth 
which saw collaboration between Talisman 
energy, an oil and gas company, and 
Scottish and Southern Energy, the UK’s 
largest producer of renewables was a 
good example of that. The project saw the 
development of a deepwater offshore wind 
farm, bringing together existing oil and 
gas expertise and infrastructure as well as 
renewables expertise. It received 
European cash and has been showcased 
by the EU as a good example of these 
industries working together. As well as 
offshore wind Scottish Power is currently 
building Europe’s biggest onshore wind 
farm near Glasgow and there are exciting 
projects underway to harness our marine 
and tidal power. 

 

It has been estimated that Scotland 
contains 25% of Europe’s wind energy as 
well as 10% of its wave and tidal energy 
resource. In total it has been suggested 
that Scotland could produce 60 GW of 
renewables, many times more than our 
needs. That is significant for an EU that 
sees its futures in being at the forefront of 
developing low carbon energy 
technologies and meeting its greenhouse 
gas emissions targets of 20% based on 
1990s levels between now and 2020 and 
building towards greater cuts on the run 
up to 2050. 

A number of Scottish companies and other 
organisations such as Scottish Enterprise 
have recognised this potential and are 
working hard to make Scotland a leading 
player in this area of renewables 
development. The Scottish Government is 
working with Scottish and EU stakeholders 
in the development of a Scottish European 
Green Energy Centre and has announced 
plans to launch a Saltire Prize to 
encourage innovation in the development 
of renewable energy technologies. 
Nonetheless a lot remains to be done. 

 

Scotland also has other considerable 
resources such as an excellent research 
basis in our universities and companies. In 
particular Scotland already has 40 years 
of experience in the oil and gas sectors 
and developing technologies and working 
in a challenging environment. There is 
strong recognition amongst those working 
in the sector that the development of 
renewables, and in particular offshore 
renewables such as wind, tidal and wave, 
will require a significant transfer of skills, 
experience and knowledge from the oil 
and gas industry to succeed. For example, 
the world’s first commercial wave farm 
was recently launched off the coast of 

 

These are exciting, yet challenging, times 
for Europe and Scotland as we come to 
terms with the impact of climate change. 
The EU has set a number of tough targets 
to help mitigate climate change as well as 
put Europe at the forefront of a global 
renewable energy revolution. There is 
considerable interest from the EU 
institutions, Europe’s 27 Member States 
and other actors, in Scotland’s role in 
helping the EU meet that challenge. 
 



 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 
10 

Key events in the development of the EU’s energy position 
 

Date Action 
October 1990 EU Environment Council agrees to stabilise the carbon 

emissions of the community at 1990 levels 
 June 1992 UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNEFCCC) – 

‘The Earth Summit or the Rio Convention’ 
November 1997 Adoption of white paper and action plan, ‘Energy for the 

Future, Renewable Sources of Energy’, which sets EU target of 
increasing the share of renewable energy to 12% of total 
energy consumption by 2010. 

December 1997 Signing of the Kyoto Protocol with the objective of achieving 
the ‘stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the 
atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous 
anthropogenic interference with the climate system’. 

June 2000 Launch of the European Climate Change Programme (ECCP) 
with the aim of identifying, developing and implementing all 
the necessary elements of an EU strategy to meet the 
conditions of the Kyoto Protocol.  

September 2001 Adoption of Directive on the Promotion of Electricity produced 
from Renewable energy sources (‘Renewables’ or ‘RES-E’ 
Directive), which sets an EU-wide target of 21% of renewables 
share in electricity production by 2010. 

May 2002 All EU countries ratifications of the Kyoto Protocol deposited 
simultaneously. 

May 2003 Adoption of Biofuels Directive which sets ‘reference values’ of 
2% market share for biofuels in 2005 and 5.75% share in 
2010.  

December 2002 Adoption of Directive on Energy Performance of Buildings 
 October 2003 Adoption of the Directive Establishing an EU Emissions Trading 

Scheme (EU-ETS).  The scheme becomes operational in 
January 2005. 

February 2004 Adoption of Directive on Promotion of Cogeneration based on a 
useful heat demand in the internal energy market 

February 2005 Kyoto Protocol enters into force 
April 2005 Adoption of Eco-Design Directive 
June 2005 Commission publishes green paper on energy efficiency 

October 2005 Launch of second European Climate Change Programme (ECCP 
II).  

December 2005 Adoption of Directive on energy end-use efficiency and energy 
services  

March 2006 Publication of green paper, ‘A European Strategy for 
Sustainable, Competitive and Secure Energy’.   

November 2006 Council backs energy efficiency action plan  
 

January 2007 Commission presents an ‘energy & climate change package’ 
which includes a Strategic Energy Review focusing on both 
external and internal aspects of EU energy policy.  
 

The package contained proposals for specific targets on:  
• Renewable energy (20% by 2020)  
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• Biofuels (10% in transport by 2020)  
• Greenhouse gas emissions reduction (20% by 2020) 
• Carbon capture & storage (12 large-scale demonstration 

projects by 2015; all new coal-fired plants should 
include CCS technology by 2020)  

As well as documents detailing: 
• Prioritisation of energy efficiency 
• ‘Clean coal’ technology 

March 2007 Council endorses Commission renewables roadmap:  
• binding target to have 20% of the EU’s overall energy 

consumption coming from renewables by 2020 
• (with a) binding minimum target for each member state 

to achieve at least 10% of their transport fuel 
consumption from biofuels.  

 

Council adopts conclusions on energy liberalisation calling for: 
• separation of supply and distribution activities from 

network operations (unbundling).  
September 2007 Commission tables third legislative package to complete the 

liberalisation of EU electricity and gas markets.  
November 2007 Commission publishes communication on a Strategic energy 

Technology Plan (SET Plan) 
 

Closing date of green paper consultation on adaptation to 
climate change. 

December 2007 Bali climate conference (COP 13) marks the start of UN climate 
negotiations on a post-2012 framework. 

January 2008 Commission publishes suite of energy proposals:  
• EU emissions trading scheme (EU-ETS) for the period 

after 2013 
• revised environmental state aid rules 
• communication on carbon capture and storage (CCS). 

 January - 2008 Commission outlines proposals on:  
• energy savings from office and street lighting (to be 

adopted by 2008)  
• incandescent lamps and lighting in private households 

(to be adopted by 2009) 
• binding requirements to install passive heating and 

cooling in buildings  
• proposal for an international energy efficiency 

agreement  
• revision of the energy labelling of domestic appliances 

directive.  
March 2008 EU Heads of Government Council agrees to adopt energy/ 

climate package by end 2008. 
May 2008 Vote in Parliament’s Industry (ITRE) and Internal Market 

(IMCO) Committees on the Commission’s electricity market 
liberalisation package endorses full unbundling. 

July 2008 At the first reading on gas market liberalisation ‘unbundling’ in 
Parliament the ‘’third way’ ITO (independent transmission 
operator) option is endorsed while the ISO (independent 
system operator) option is rejected. 
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During the same session, the Parliament rejects outright any 
compromise on the liberalisation of the electricity market and 
opts for full unbundling. 

September 2008 Parliament’s Industry Committee supports increasing the share 
of renewables in final energy consumption to 20% by 2020  

October 2008 Parliament’s Environment Committee endorses three separate 
reports on emissions trading, ‘effort’ sharing and carbon 
capture and storage.  
 

Commission publishes its proposed reforms to the Eco-Design 
Directive 

November 2008 Launch of second EU strategic energy review 
December 2008 The Parliament will stage its plenary votes on the components 

of the energy package (3 -4 December). 
 

French Presidency of EU intends to secure political agreement 
on the EU energy package at the Heads of Government Council 
(11 – 12 December) 
 

Poznan climate conference (COP 14) continues UN climate 
negotiations on a post-2012 framework (mid way point of 
negotiations). 

March 2009 Spring Council expected to endorse second strategic energy 
review and post 2010 energy action plan. 
 

White Paper on adaptation to climate change expected to be 
adopted.  

Autumn 2009 Communication expected from Commission outlining the EU’s 
position for the upcoming UN climate change negotiations. 

December 2009 Copenhagen climate conference (COP 15), the projected 
completion of UN climate negotiations on post 2012 framework 

31 March 2010 Deadline for EU states to present National Action Plans (NAPs) 
on renewables. 
 

EU Summit to endorse Energy Action Plan for 2010 onward.  
December 2012 Deadline for ratification of any UN Climate Change deal 
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