
 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

FORCED MARRIAGE ETC. (PROTECTION AND JURISDICTION) (SCOTLAND) BILL 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM SOUTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

 
1. South Lanarkshire Council responded to the initial consultation on the possibility of 
introducing legislation to protect people at risk of or experienced forced marriage.  At this 
time SLC supported the introduction of such legislation and we welcomed the opportunity 
for a third party to apply on behalf of the person.  Our response was drafted in the context 
of limited practical experience of dealing with forced marriage, and also recognising that 
there maybe limited knowledge and experience within the legal profession about the issue.  
These comments still stand in relation to the proposed Bill. 
 
2. The proposed Bill prevents an individual from being taken aboard to be forced into a 
marriage.  This is welcomed.  However, it is not clear in the proposed Bill how children 
under 16 are protected from being forced into a marriage.  
 
3. It is also not clear from the proposed legislation what duties (if any) third parties have 
to monitor those individuals who have been the subject of a Forced Marriage Protection 
Order (FMPO) to ensure they are protected.  Clarification is also required regarding 
monitoring arrangements to ensure compliance from those who have been trying to force 
the individual into a marriage.  In addition, we raise the question as to what might happen 
to a person who has a record of attempting to force a marriage on a number of occasions?  
For example, once a FMPO has expired, is there anything to stop those parties who had 
attempted to force a marriage to try again?  This might prompt a second or other FMPO, 
but these should surely be seen as short term arrangements and not longer term solutions 
for an individual who may be vulnerable.  What powers are available to ensure longer term 
support for vulnerable individuals to ensure that they are not forced into a marriage at any 
point?   
 
4. Guidance from the Scottish Government on the introduction of FMPO will be required 
to ensure consistency.  Awareness training will also need to take place in order for staff to 
have the knowledge and skills to support individuals who are being subjected into a forced 
marriage and to identify those individuals at risk. 
 
5. The legislation refers to the fact that the FMPO may require a person to ‘take the 
protected person to a place of safety designated in the order’ (2 (3)(a)).  Is this person the 
third party agency?  What is expected to happen in terms of the person’s accommodation 
after the FMPO has ended.  What are the statutory obligations that this Bill would impose 
on local authorities regarding the enforcement of the Act?  
 
6. In conclusion, South Lanarkshire Council welcomes the introduction of legislation to 
protect people from being forced into marriage.  However, we feel there are a number of 
issues which require further clarification and there should also be links to legislation 
covering the protection of adults and children to ensure these people are not left 
vulnerable. 
 
Harry Stevenson 
Executive Director (Social Work Resources) 
South Lanarkshire Council 
17 November 


