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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

FORCED MARRIAGE ETC. (PROTECTION AND JURISDICTION) (SCOTLAND) BILL 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION HEMAT GRYFFE WOMENS AID 

 
1. Hemat Gryffe Women‟s Aid provide specialised, culturally sensitive support services to women, 
children and young people experiencing domestic abuse primarily from Black and Minority Ethnic 
(BME) communities.  
 
2. Our remit involves principally providing safe refuge accommodation primarily to women, 
children and young people. We also provided information and assistance on various matters as 
well as crisis support from our drop in centre as well as training to statutory and voluntary 
organisations and participate in workshops to raise awareness of forced marriage and the cultural 
barriers facing women children and young people who have experienced domestic abuse.  
 
3. Hemat Gryffe work tirelessly to raise awareness of forced marriage and have lobbied for the 
introduction of the Forced Marriage Bill with Scottish Women‟s Aid and Shakti Women‟s Aid 
together with various other statutory and voluntary organisations.  
 
4. Hemat Gryffe was established in 1981 and has seen a marked increase in forced marriage 
referrals from within the BME community and considers this a very serious cultural issue for 
young Scots from the minority ethnic community.  
 
 
Forced Marriage  
 
5. Forced marriage is a marriage without the consent of one or both of the parties to the union. 
Often individuals face duress which is present in the form of physical, emotional, sexual, 
psychological and financial abuse. This can involve emotional blackmail, physical assault 
involving kidnapping, rape and even the threat of murder.  
 
6. Between April 2009 and January 2010 we supported 14 women experiencing forced marriage:  
 
3 women were forced into marriage within the UK;  

4 women were forced to marry outside the UK;  

7 women were threatened with an unwanted marriage;  
 
7. Five of these women were provided with refuge accommodation by Hemat Gryffe Women‟s 
Aid; 9 of these women were provide with outreach support which involved culturally sensitive 
counselling, information and support relative to their needs and circumstances. We provided 
information on marriage annulment procedures in Scots Law.  
 
8. The majority of the women experienced domestic abuse. Many of the women were emotionally 
coerced into marriage or threatened with marriage if they did not comply with the family wishes. 
Upon fleeing the forced marriage situation many of the women were ostracised by the family and 
community. In a number of instances the women were locked up and social contact with friends 
or other family members was prohibited. Some of the women self harmed. A young woman of 
school age was threatened that she would be prevented from attending school for the purposes of 
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marriage and also if she did not perform satisfactorily at school she would be taken from Scotland 
to be married abroad.  
 
9. A number of women told us that they had been deceived by trusted family members. This is 
presented to them under the disguise of a holiday outwith Scotland to visit relatives when the real 
purpose is in pursuit of a familial arrangement. These vulnerable women leave the comfort and 
security of their Scottish homes unaware of the fate which awaits them. If they are alert to the 
situation they are confronted with a catalogue of abuse in its many dishonest disguises. This can 
manifest itself in parental pressure and abuse, extended family and abuse, societal pressure and 
abuse, so called honour violence, emotional blackmail and ultimately the loss of life.  
 
10. The majority of women fleeing forced marriage were running from their parents and extended 
family members. Upon leaving the abusive situation some of the women lived with the fear of 
being found by family members; some preferred to return to the family home as they worried 
about the repercussions from their immediately family, extended family and wider community. 
Some women were fearful for the safety of their mother or other family members if they did not go 
through with the marriage.  
 
11. One woman who did go through with the marriage suffered domestic abuse at the hands of 
her husband and in-laws. She sought help from her parents and was told that they would prefer to 
see her dead rather than divorced because of the shame she would bring to the family and 
community.  
 
 
Response from Hemat Gryffe, Shakti and Scottish Women’s Aid  
 
12. Hemat Gryffe Women‟s Aid welcome the introduction of the Forced Marriage bill and the 
protection that will be afforded to many men and women who have been forced into marriage or 
live with the fear of being forced into a marriage. We have provided further information in the joint 
response submitted with Scottish Women‟s Aid and Shakti Women‟s Aid. This is indeed a unique, 
anxious and difficult cultural situation affecting many young Scots who will be protected and able 
to walk arm in arm with the indigenous community.  
 
 
Hemat Gryffe Women’s Aid  
26 November 2010  
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FORCED MARRIAGE SURVEY REPORT 

HEMAT GRYFFE WOMEN’S AID 
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Methodology 

The survey was conducted for four months and ran simultaneously with the Scottish Government 

Consultation paper „Forced Marriage - A Civil Remedy‟.    It was advertised one month before going live and 

advertising continued throughout the period of the survey.  The survey was advertised at Radio Awaz twice 

a day for a period of four months and weekly in the Eastern Eye Newspaper.  Leaflets advertising the 

survey were distributed throughout Scotland.  Leaflets were also distributed in schools, colleges, 

universities, health centre‟s, police stations, community centre‟s, religious centre‟s, social services and as 

many public places as possible.  Awareness raising sessions were also conducted by us in local schools. 

 

 The methodology of carrying out the survey was via a free- phone telephone number and online 

questionnaire. It was a very straight forward process. The questions we asked were simple and it took only 

a few minutes to complete the questionnaire.  

The survey was completely confidential and allowed both male and females to participate.   Respondents 

did not know that the survey was being monitored by Hemat Gryffe Women‟s Aid.  We wanted the 

community to feel that it was the Home Office and Scottish Government who were conducting the survey to 

allow any individual affected  

by forced marriage to respond without hesitation. 

 

The response to using the on-line questionnaire proved to be better than that to the free-phone option.  This 

gives us guidance as to how we might conduct any future surveys.   

 

The outcome of the survey will be sent to the FMU and the Scottish Government.   

We have seen the successful application of the Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Act 2007 in England, 

Wales and Northern Ireland and hope to see the same in Scotland.    

We believe that the results of this survey will assist Scottish Ministers in their decision whether to establish a 

civil protection order in Scotland to stop individuals being forced to marry against their will.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

The Home Office Forced Marriage Unit ( “FMU “) were making funding available to service providers who 

worked with individuals from the black and minority ethnic community in order to carry out work in 

connection with forced marriages.  Hemat Gryffe Women‟s Aid felt that to conduct a survey as to the 

prevalence of Forced Marriage in Scotland would be beneficial to not only service providers but services 

users. An application was submitted to the FMU for grant funding to enable us to carry out an anonymous 

survey which involved both telephone and online questionnaires in an attempt to capture the true extent of 

the problem of forced marriage in Scotland. The FMU accepted our proposal, despite it not falling into the 

specified criteria.  The Scottish Government also provided grant assistance. The survey ran alongside the 

Scottish Government consultation in 2008/09. 
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Hemat Gryffe Women’s Aid  

 

Hemat Gryffe Women‟s Aid was established in 1981 to provide safe, temporary refuge accommodation 

primarily to women, children and young people from the minority ethnic communities who are experiencing 

domestic abuse.   Over the last 3 decades the organisation has experienced many changes and 

developments however, the demand for refuge support for women, children and young people from the 

minority ethnic community remains.   The scourge of domestic abuse exists and is recognised in many 

forms including physical, emotional, sexual, financial abuse including forced marriage, honour based 

violence and female genital mutilation.   In recent years refuge accommodation is increasingly accessed by 

women and young girls fleeing forced marriage situations.    Hemat Gryffe Women‟s Aid aim to maintain a 

robust service to all women, children and young people and this is exemplified none more so with our 

additional services that we now provide in terms of outreach support and follow on support. 

 

Hemat Gryffe Women‟s Aid operate an open door policy and are committed to providing support to 

empower women, children and young people, both within the refuge environment and the wider community 

in order that they are able to live independent lives and at the same time ensuring that their ethnic 

background, language, culture and faith are valued, thereby maintaining equality and diversity.  Our drop in 

centre at 24 Willowbank Street, Glasgow provides immediate crisis support and is the first point of contact. 

 

Over the years we have supported many women from the minority ethnic community who are victims of 

forced marriage. In 2008/2009 we supported approximately 12 women and during 2009/2010 14 women.     

We recognise these women in having strength to fight against the constraints of the situation they have 

been forced to accept, seek help to free them from abuse and move forward to a life where they enjoy 

freedom of choice.    It is to be acknowledged that in doing so the experiences of these women have 

indirectly contributed to the implementation of a new law and therefore greater protection for women, 

children and young people from minority ethnic communities 
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NASREEN’S STORY 

 

I had a very happy and fulfilling life in UK. My parents were very supportive and encouraging always and 

wanted their children to better themselves. I am the youngest child and was given a very protective 

upbringing because I was a daughter. It did not bother me because I felt special. 

 

I was taken to Pakistan for a holiday at the age of seventeen. My  

Mother and the rest of the family had other plans for me.  As soon as we arrived in Pakistan I was told by 

my mother that I was to been engaged to my cousin. My Father was uncomfortable with this decision but 

decided to agree with my Mother and did nothing.  

 

I did not understand why they had changed so suddenly. I tried to reason with my parents as I did not want 

to be engaged to someone I had never met and also I wanted to have my career first and then think of 

marriage to someone I knew well enough.  I did not want to get married and my only way of escaping was to 

go into higher education and keep avoiding it as long as I could. 

 

At the end of my degree, it was almost a coincidence that we had a family tragedy and I had to go to 

Pakistan with my father. My mother was already there with family. My mother used this occasion and 

convinced everybody that I was getting too old for mother‟s liking and that as the whole family were present 

a wedding should take place at once. So after escaping for seven years I was trapped. 

 

My parents refused to back down and did not allow me to come back to UK until I signed the NIKAH 

documents. This emotional battle had gone on for five weeks. I was exhausted and tired of being cursed by 

my Mother and her family. I was reminded day and night that I am the cause of family dishonour and 

disgrace. 

 

Finally I agreed to sign the NIKAH documents but only if I was allowed to go back to UK peacefully. I 

thought that signing a document did not mean anything and once I was in UK as it would be the end of the 

matter. Unfortunately my parents registered the NIKAH with the Minister of Foreign Affairs because, to my 

horror, the NIKAH documents were valid papers for the purpose of a spouse visa. 

 

Once I was in UK, I refused to apply for a spouse visa. I stayed away from the family and started my career. 

My parents had a troubled marriage themselves and were separated and got together on many occasions 

during this time.  My father, eventually, did accept that it was wrong to force me to marry and came to 
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support me. After three years of emotional blackmail and threats finally my Mother had came round and 

accepted that whatever happened was wrong and she would try to help me to get the marriage annulled    

 

At this point I got in touch with Hemat Gryffe Women‟s Aid, to get further information; they advised me that I 

could proceed to have the marriage annulled on the grounds of duress. Hemat Gryffe phoned the Forced 

Marriage Unit on my behalf.  The Forced Marriage Unit confirmed an annulment was possible and had to be 

filed within two years of the marriage and referred me to an Immigration lawyer to start proceedings. 

 

It was a very hard and painful episode because in my Affidavit I had to relate the whole episode and my 

whole story and tell that my parents had emotionally blackmailed me, abducted me abroad and forced me to 

marry against my own will. I was worried that in saying these parents would be incriminated and may go to 

jail.  However after discussions with Hemat Gryffe Women‟s Aid they advised me that this was not the case, 

now my parents are willing to cooperate in this matter so I went ahead with the annulment. 

 

I have to pay the legal fee because I was working but I did not mind as I wanted it to be over. While the 

case was in progress, I lost my job and my lawyer had to apply for legal aid. In the meantime my so called 

spouse has moved from Pakistan to Dubai. I had no means of locating him or ascertaining whether he does 

indeed live there and I am currently in the process of trying to find him. 
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Forced Marriage and Arranged Marriage  

 

Marriage in the traditional sense is based on the right of a woman or a man to choose a partner and the 

union is normally a love match.    A marriage is essentially a contract between two parties who both 

consent. This practice does not apply to all cultures living within Western society.  The tradition of arranged 

marriages has operated successfully within many communities and many countries.  

 

There is a clear distinction between an arranged marriage and a forced marriage. In arranged marriages, it 

is customary for the families of the bride and groom to take a lead role in arranging the marriage but the 

choice of whether to accept the arrangement remains with the individuals. The Universal Declaration on 

Human Rights, at Article 16(2), provides, “Marriage shall be entered into where there is a free and full 

consent of both parties”.  In a forced marriage situation there is no free and valid consent by one or both 

parties to the union.  

 

The practice of forced marriage principally occurs within the minority ethnic community and is based on 

custom, misconceived religious beliefs or the cultural traditions of particular groups.  It is a practice that 

occurs in return for a dowry or monetary payment.   Individuals who are confronted with a forced marriage 

are normally subjected to extreme pressure from family members. This pressure can involve physical, 

emotional and financial abuse, social pressures and imprisonment, abduction and, in extreme cases, 

physical punishment for betraying the family‟s “honour” which can include murder.  The majority of cases of 

forced marriage involve women, although men are reported to have been forced into marriage (as evident 

in this survey).   
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Children’s Outreach Worker Report 
 
Workshops were facilitated in two Secondary Schools in Glasgow; they were conducted with 5th year 

students and their class teachers from Shawlands Academy and Hillhead High School, to raise awareness 

of forced marriages and to highlight the consultation being implemented by the Scottish Government. The 

workshops went well with great interest from the students and teachers.  

 

Approximately 40 students were involved, 19 evaluation sheets were returned, and some comments from 

the young people are: 

 

„If someone is forced by someone else, then the one who is forcing should be jailed’ 
 
‘Give them more help and set up a fund for them’ 
 
‘Put in a protection act’ 
 
‘Media advertisements’ 
 
‘The Government can create other protection against it’ 
 
‘Put in the law and tell people about it’ 
 
‘Who says we can’t have the protection act?’ 
 

Of the 19 responses to questionnaires returned, they showed a clear indication that the view of most pupils 

was that:  

 Forced marriage exists in Scotland (94% )  

  Existing legislation in Scotland for the protection of children and young people from forced marriage 

was insufficient. (70%)  

 That Government should introduce a Civil Protection Act (89%) 

 That the Act should be applicable to anyone involved in forcing someone to marry (68%)  

 

In relation to the responses received from these pupils, it is relevant to also point out that of the 118 

respondents to the forced marriage telephone and on-line survey, 17% were recorded as being children 

under 16 and, overall, 42% were 20 years of age or under. This is an alarming response from children and 

young people in Scotland and is of great concern to Hemat Gryffe Women‟s Aid. 
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FORCED MARRIAGE 
RESULTS  

        INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE FORCED INTO A 
MARRIAGE 

      

          RESPONSES 
RECEIVED 

         ONLINE: 36 
        TELEPHONE 7 
        TOTAL  43 
        

          Question 1: Are you going to be married against 
your will? 

     Columns: Gender 
         

 
Male Female Total 

      Yes 13 30 43 
      

          Question 2: How old are 
you? 

        Columns: Gender 
         

 
Male Female Total 

      Under 16 2 5 7 
      17-20 2 3 5 
      21-30 6 12 18 
      Over 30 3 10 13 
      

 
13 30 43 

      

          Question 3: What is your ethnic 
origin? 

       Rows: Ethnic Origin 
         Column: Gender 
    

Further categorised as follows:- 
  

 
Male Female Total 

 
Under 16 17-20 21-30 

Over 
30 Total 

Asian or Asian British 0 7 7 
 

2 1 3 0 6 

Indian 1 3 4 
 

0 0 3 1 4 

Pakistani 7 16 23 
 

4 2 10 8 24 

Bangladeshi 1 3 4 
 

0 1 0 3 4 

Other Asian 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

Chinese 2 0 2 
 

0 0 2 0 2 

Other    0 1 1 
 

0 1 0 0 1 

Black or Black British 1 0 1 
 

0 0 0 1 1 

Caribbean 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

African 1 0 1 
 

1 0 0 0 1 

White British 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 
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White Irish 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

White Other 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

 
13 30 43 

 
7 5 18 13 43 

          

          Question 4: Where is the marriage ceremony to 
take place? 

     Columns: Gender 
    

Further categorised as follows:- 
  

 
Male Female Total 

 
Under 16 17-20 21-30 

Over 
30 Total 

UK 5 11 16 
 

2 1 5 8 16 

Outwith the UK 8 19 27 
 

5 4 13 5 27 

 
13 30 43 

 
7 5 18 13 43 

          

          Question 5: Where you pressurised by your family 
to marry? 

     Columns’: Gender 
         

 
Male Female Total 

 
Further categorised as follows:- 

  
Yes 13 30 43 

 
Under 16 17-20 21-30 

Over 
30 Total 

No 0 0 0 
 

7 5 18 13 43 

 
13 30 43 

      

          

          Question 6: Who pressurised you? 
         Male  Female Total  

      Parent 2 10 12 
      Brother 1 3 4 
      Sister 0 0 0 
      Grandparent 1 4 5 
      Cousin 0 0 0 
      Aunt or Uncle  2 2 4 
      Other  0 3 3 
      

 
6 22 28 

      

          Question 7: Did you suffer any form of domestic 
violence? Further categorised as follows:- 

  

 
Male Female Total 

 
Under 16 17-20 21-30 

Over 
30 Total 

Yes 10 29 39 
 

6 5 16 12 39 

No 3 1 4 
 

1 0 2 1 4 

 
13 30 43 

 
7 5 18 13 43 
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          Question 8: Should there be a law in Scotland to stop forced 
marriage? 

    Columns: Gender 
         

 
Male Female Total 

      Yes 13 27 40 
      No 0 2 2 
      Don‟t Know 0 1 1 
      Total 13 30 43 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        



14 
 

FORCED MARRIAGE RESULTS 

INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE  
THREATENED WITH FORCED MARRIAGE  

    

          RESPONSES 
RECEIVED 

         ONLINE: 29 
        TELEPHONE 1 
        Total  30 
        

          Question 1: Are you going to be married against 
your will? 

     Columns: Gender 
         

 
Male Female Total 

      Yes 7 23 30 
      

          Question 2: How old are 
you? 

        Columns: Gender 
         

 
Male Female Total 

      Under 16 0 7 7 
      17-20 0 9 9 
      21-30 3 6 9 
      Over 30 4 1 5 
      

 
7 23 30 

      

          Question 3: What is your ethnic 
origin? 

       Rows: Ethnic Origin 
         

Column: Gender 
    

Further categorised as 
follows:- 

  

 
Male Female Total 

 

Under 
16 17-20 21-30 

Over 
30 Total 

Asian or Asian British 3 5 8 
 

3 3 2 1 9 

Indian 1 2 3 
 

0 1 0 1 2 

Pakistani 0 10 10 
 

4 4 2 0 10 

Bangladeshi 0 4 4 
 

0 1 3 0 4 

Other Asian 2 0 2 
 

0 0 1 1 2 

Chinese 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

Other    0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

Black or Black British 1 0 1 
 

0 0 0 1 1 

Caribbean 0 1 1 
 

0 0 1 0 1 

African 1 0 1 
 

0 0 0 1 1 

White British 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

White Irish 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 
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White Other 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

 
8 22 30 

 
7 9 9 5 30 

          

          Question 4: Where is the marriage ceremony to 
take place? 

     
Columns: Gender 

    

Further categorised as 
follows:- 

  

 
Male Female Total 

 

Under 
16 17-20 21-30 

Over 
30 Total 

UK 2 4 7 
 

1 3 0 2 6 

Outwith the UK 5 19 23 
 

7 6 9 3 25 

 
7 23 30 

 
8 9 9 5 31 

          

          Question 5: Are you being pressurised by your 
family to marry? 

     Colunns: Gender 
         

 
Male Female Total 

 

Further categorised as 
follows:- 

  
Yes 7 23 30 

 

Under 
16 17-20 21-30 

Over 
30 Total 

No 0 0 0 
 

7 9 9 5 30 

Total 7 23 30 
 

          

          

          Question 6: Who is pressurising you? 
       Columns Gender Male Female Total 

      Parent 8 22 30 
      Brother 2 15 17 
      Sister 0 2 2 
      Grandparent 6 17 23 
      Cousin 0 2 2 
      Aunt or Uncle  7 16 23 
      Other  0 2 2 
      

 
23 76 99 

      

          Question 7: What type of pressure is being put on 
you? 

     Columns Gender  
         

 
Male Female Total  

      Physical 1 3 4 
      Emotional 2 4 6 
      Financial 2 0 2 
      Other  0 0 0 
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5 7 12 

      

           
 
 
Question 8: Should there be a law in Scotland to stop forced 
marriage? 

    Columns: Gender 
         

 
Male Female Total 

      Yes 7 23 30 
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FORCED MARRIAGE 
RESULTS 

        INDIVIDUALS WHO KNEW SOMEONE, EITHER FRIENDS OR RELATIVES, BEING FORCED INTO 
MARRIAGE 

          RESPONSES 
RECEIVED 

         ONLINE: 
 

41 
       TELEPHONE 

 
4 

       Total    45 
       

          Question 1: Is someone you know being forced to marry 
against their will? 

    Columns: Gender 
         

 
Male Female Total 

      Yes 19 26 45 
      

          Question 2: How old are 
they? 

        Columns: Gender 
         

 
Male Female Total 

      Under 16 1 4 5 
      17-20 6 10 16 
      21-30 10 11 21 
      Over 30 2 1 3 
      

 
19 26 45 

      

          Question 3: What is your ethnic 
origin? 

       Rows: Ethnic Origin 
         Column: Gender 
    

Further categorised as follows:- 
 

 
Male Female Total 

 

Under 
16 17-20 21-30 

Over 
30 Total 

Asian or Asian British 4 8 12 
 

2 4 5 1 12 

Indian 6 2 8 
 

0 4 3 1 8 

Pakistani 7 12 19 
 

3 6 10 0 19 

Bangladeshi 0 2 2 
 

0 1 1 0 2 

Other Asian 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

Chinese 1 0 1 
 

0 0 1 0 1 

Other    1 0 1 
 

0 0 1 0 1 

Black or Black British 0 1 1 
 

0 1 0 0 1 

Caribbean 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

African 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

White British 0 1 1 
 

0 0 0 1 1 
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White Irish 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

White Other 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

 
19 26 45 

 
5 16 21 3 45 

          

          Question 4: Where is the marriage ceremony taking 
place? 

     Columns: Gender 
    

Further categorised as follows:- 
 

 
Male Female Total 

 

Under 
16 17-20 21-30 

Over 
30 Total 

UK 4 5 9 
 

1 3 3 2 9 

Outwith the UK 15 21 36 
 

4 14 17 1 36 

 
19 26 45 

 
5 17 20 3 45 

          

          Question 5: Is there family pressure? 
       Columns: Gender 

         

 
Male Female Total 

 
Further categorised as follows:- 

 
Yes 19 26 45 

 

Under 
16 17-20 21-30 

Over 
30 Total 

No 0 0 0 
 

5 16 21 3 45 

Total  19 26 45 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

     
5 16 21 3 45 

          Question 6: Who pressurised you? 
       

 
Male Female Total 

      Parent 3 5 8 
      Brother 0 1 1 
      Sister 2 4 6 
      Grandparent 0 0 0 
      Cousin 0 0 0 
      Aunt or Uncle 1 1 2 
      Other  14 16 30 
      Total 20 27 47 
      

          Question 7: Should there be a law in Scotland to stop forced 
marriage? 

    Columns: Gender 
         

 
Male Female Total 

      Yes 18 25 43 
      No 0 1 1 
      Don‟t Know 1 0 1 
      Total 19 26 45 
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          Demographic Findings 

Age 
 
118 people took part in survey. Age range is as follows.  
 
Under sixteen  19 
17 – 20  30 
21 – 30  48 
Over 30  21 
----------  ------- 
TOTAL   118 
=====   ====== 
 



20 
 

 

 Gender 
Of the 118 respondents the gender breakdown against age is as follows:  
 
                                    Male Female 
Under sixteen  3 16 
17 – 20  8 22 
21 – 30  19 29 
Over 30  9 12 
----------  -----  ----- 
TOTAL   39 79 
=====   === === 
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Ethnic Identity 
 
Ethnic Identity is as follows.  
 

Ethnic Origin Respondents 

Asian/AsianBritish   27 

Indian 14 

Pakistani 53 

Bangladeshi 10 

Other Asian 2 

Chinese 3 

Other    2 

Black/BlackBritish 4 

Caribbean 1 

African 2 
    ------- 
    118 
    ==== 
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Ethnicity Data 

 

In 2001, 2% of the Scottish populations were from a (non-White) minority ethnic group. 

The 2001 Census contains the most up-to-date official figures on the numbers of people of various 

ethnicities in Scotland. An analysis of ethnicity in the 2001 Census found, among other things, that: 

 2% of the Scottish Population were from non-white minority ethnic group. 

 Over 70% of the minority ethnic population were Asian (Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi, 
Chinese or other South Asian). 

 The largest minority ethnic group in Scotland is “other white British” at 7.38%. 

 The Pakistani community is the largest visible minority ethnic in Scotland at 0.63% - just under 
1/3 of the visible minority ethnic population. 

 
 The “white Irish” population is 0.98%. 

 
 Those who identified themselves as “any other white background” was 1.54%. 

 
 

For all ethnic groups, Scotland is either the most common or the second most common country of 

birth. However, the percentages vary greatly between different ethnic groups: 47% of Pakistanis 

were born in Scotland compared to only 18% of Africans.1 

Hemat Gryffe Women’s Aid consider that although statistics collected during this survey 

showed that the largest response was from individuals who considered themselves to be of 

Pakistani Ethnicity were higher, that it should be taken into consideration that the Pakistani 

community is the highest visible community in Scotland. 

                                                
1
 http://www.scotlandagainstracism.com/onescotland/25.9.8.html 
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Evaluation 

Demographic findings highlight that  

 41% of respondents to the survey are 20 years of age or younger, 

 40% of respondents are between 20 – 30years of age, 

 67% were female  

 45% of participants were of Pakistani origin.   

 

Findings relative to gender show that 33% of respondents were male; this demonstrates that forced 

marriage not only affects the female population. However , as an organisation providing  services to 

women, children and young people we only hold figures on our particular client group and therefore 

do not have statistics relating to male victims of forced marriage. Hemat Gryffe Women‟s Aid has 

provided culturally sensitive support to 12 women specifically fleeing forced marriages during 2008-

09.  

However, when supporting women fleeing domestic abuse, it is our experience that it often comes to 

light that many were not given the freedom of choice when their marriage took place. 
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Conclusion 

Although the survey was originally proposed as being primarily an anonymous telephone survey 

supported by the addition of an online facility, it transpired that the number of online responses were 

far greater than the telephone response; a valid reason for this may be that people are more 

comfortable giving this kind of sensitive information via a more anonymous computerised medium 

rather than verbally to another person. 

 

The response to using the on-line questionnaire proved to be better than that to the free-phone 

option.  This gives us guidance as to how we might conduct any future surveys.   

 

 

It would appear that the majority of respondents who participated in this survey were either being 

subjected to,  or were under threat of,  forced marriage from family members and while individuals 

should feel safe in their family environment, they are,  indeed,  being exploited by the very people 

who are supposed to love and protect them from such abuse.  

 

Given the findings of this survey, the views expressed by the participants and the young people we 

spoke to,  and also taking into account the fact that Hemat Gryffe Women‟s Aid has found that forced 

marriage, or the threat of a forced marriage ,has been a recurring issue for many of the women and 

girls we support,  we feel that the implementation of a specific Forced Marriages Protection Act, 

similar to the legislation applied across England, Wales and Northern Ireland,  will have a positive 

impact for anyone who may be, or has been subjected to, a forced marriage. 

 

Hemat Gryffe Women‟s Aid will continue to provide services to women, children and young people 

from the BME community and to campaign against misguided practices within communities. 
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Appendices 

Advertising Leaflet 
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Questionnaire 1: Threat of Forced Marriage 
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Questionnaire 2: Individuals who were forced to marry 
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Questionnaire 3: Someone you know is being forced to marry 
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Evaluations used in Schools 
 

Forced Marriage a Civil Remedy 
 
 
 

1. Do you think Forced Marriages exist in Scotland? 
 
 
 
 
2. Do you think that the Scottish Government needs to improve how it deals with cases of Forced 
Marriage? 
 
 
 
3. The Forced Marriage Protection Act in England and Wales can be used against anyone involved 
with forcing someone into marriage, do you think this should be the case? 
 
 
 
4. Do you think that Scotland needs to introduce a Civil Law which is specific to people affected by 
Forced Marriage? 
 
 
 
5. Do you think that there would be a need for the Scottish Government to produce guidance for 
organisations to help deal with people affected by Forced Marriage? 
 
 
 
6. Do you think that there is enough protection for children and young people under 16 who may be 
affected by Forced Marriage? 
 
 
 
7. If the Scottish Government introduced a Forced Marriage Civil Law in Scotland, do you think it 
should apply to same sex civil partnerships? 
 
 
 
8. What else do you think that the Scottish Government could do to help protect people affected by 
Forced Marriage? 
 
 
 
 


