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1. Fife Arabic Society was founded in 2000 with the objectives of promoting 
understanding of Arabic culture, language and society in Fife, and to provide advocacy, 
support, and signposting of services for individuals and families. Our membership 
includes people from 16 Arabic countries, members of other Ethnic Minority groups, and 
Scottish people with an interest in Arabic culture, and students and their families from 
Arabic countries studying at Fife Colleges. We promote cultural integration through 
twice weekly language classes, women and children activities, and a programme of 
youth sports activities. We provide translation and interpreting services for people 
accessing Health, Education, and Legal services, and provide a variety of training 
programmes to help members of our community find and sustain employment. 
 
2. Khansa’s Bint Khudam Al-Ansariyyah complained to 
the Prophet Mohammad that her hand was given in 
marriage by her father despite her opposition. The 
Prophet revoked their marriage. Sahih Al-Bukhari – 3915   
 
3. More than 1400 years ago, Islam established that it is of no individual effort or 
quality that a person is born male or female. In all the legal instruments cited in 
the Qur’an, both men and women were distinctly mentioned. 
 
4. The proposed law is an extension of the culture of fairness and equality that 
makes Scotland the country it is now. The law that renounces prejudices and 
precedence of interest over principles is welcome by us all humans, of any faith 
or background. 
 
5. I would like to extend our full support to this thought-provoking step taken by 
the Scottish Government. Marriage is a sacred covenant which forms the 
cornerstone of a healthy and prosperous society. It must be based on mutual love 
and respect, and the rights of those choosing to enter therein must be protected 
by society. 
 
6. I take this opportunity to thank you and offer any support that you may require 
in this regards. 
 
 

Adnan Miyasar 
On behalf of Fife Arab Society (FAS)  
24 November 2010 
 

 
The scripture above, in relation to paragraph 2, may be liberally translated as "May Allah (God) bestow 
high honour and reverence upon him (Prophet Mohammad)".  


