
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

FORCED MARRIAGE ETC. (PROTECTION AND JURISDICTION) (SCOTLAND) BILL 
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WOMEN PARTNERSHIP 
 
 

The Scottish Borders Violence against Women (VAW) Partnership is the strategic 
partnership responsible for ensuring an improved response to domestic abuse and other 
violence against women issues. Members of the partnership include: Scottish Borders 
Council, NHS Borders, Lothian and Borders Police, Crown Office, SCRA, Witness 
Services, Registered Social Landlords, Housing and Homelessness services and a range 
of third sector organisations delivering services directly to victims. The VAW Partnership is 
a key theme group of Scottish Borders Council’s Safer Communities Partnership and links 
directly to the Community Planning structure. 
 
The Scottish Government’s Safer Lives: Changed Lives is the key driver for ensuring 
national priorities are delivered locally, and the VAW Partnership is responsible for 
ensuring commitment to improved outcomes for women and children, recognising violence 
against women as both a cause and consequence of gender inequality.  
 
Launched in 2009, by the Scottish Government and COSLA, “Safer Lives: Changed Lives” 
promotes a shared approach to tackling violence against women in Scotland,. We would 
consider that Scottish Borders Council through its agreement to move to a wider violence 
against women agenda in 2008 would adopt this approach through the work of its VAW 
Partnership. 
 
In response to the Forced Marriage Bill, we would wish to make the following 
comments/suggestions: 
 

1. The VAW Partnership welcomes this new proposed legislation and the support that 
the policy and guidance provides. Additionally the ability for Local Authorities to 
make an application for a Forced Marriage Protection Orders is welcomed; 
however, it is imperative that local authorities are supported to implement the 
required processes and protocols to lodge applications. This should take the form 
of guidance detailing roles and responsibilities required to make an application. It 
would be helpful to identify a “lead” professional or professional body in determining 
local protocols and guidance. 

2. Statutory guidance should also detail responsibilities of other partner agencies who 
may be in contact with those seeking to disclose forced marriage, or seek guidance 
e.g. women’s support agencies, third sector organisations 

3. Awareness raising work to address lack of understanding of a person’s right to 
choose their marriage partner (Section 32) should ensure maximum reach by 
utilising existing frameworks at local level e.g. Violence Against Women multi-
agency partnerships. Local VAW Training Consortia leads should also be involved 
to deliver awareness raising sessions in partnership with the Forced Marriage 
Network. 

4. Support for local solicitors and lawyers should be provided given the civil remedy 
aspect of the Bill. 



5. Community resources such as information leaflets (Section 33) would be extremely 
welcome and again connections to local partnerships will maximise “reach”. 

6. Section 34 Guidance and Training – providing such training is vital if frontline 
services are supported to respond effectively and confidently. Multi-agency 
guidance should detail clearly an protocol for responding to a disclosure or 
concern, but equally importantly, information on key indicators of concern. 

7. Guidance should be clear about the interface with Child and Adult Protection 
legislation and local Child Protection and Adult Protection guidance should detail 
clearly the required response. 

8. Frontline service training (Section 36) should include the third sector organisations 
in each local area who may already be working with those vulnerable to the threat 
of forced marriage. 

 
 
The Scottish Borders Violence against Women partnership welcomes this new legislation 
and will endeavour to support any local implementation as and when required. 

 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the draft policy. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Andrea Beavon 
VAW and Domestic Abuse Coordinator 
26 November 2010 
 
 


