
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

FORCED MARRIAGE ETC. (PROTECTION AND JURISDICTION) (SCOTLAND) BILL 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM INTERNATIONAL OF SCOTLAND NORTH AND  

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF SCOTLAND SOUTH 

 
 
1. “Our Vision: Soroptimist International is a vibrant, dynamic organisation for today’s 
professional and business women. We are committed to a world where women and girls 
together achieve their individual and collective potential, realise aspirations and have an 
equal voice in creating strong, peaceful communities worldwide.” 
 
2. “Our Mission: Soroptimists inspire action and create opportunities to transform the 
lives of women and girls through a global network of members and international 
partnerships.” 
 
3. Scottish Soroptimists are very pleased that this issue is being addressed by the 
Scottish Parliament as forced marriage represents a great breach of human rights 
mainly perpetrated by men against women and girls.  
 
4. It is important to raise the profile of this issue within Scotland so that young women 
who may become subject to a forced marriage are aware of their rights in this respect, 
and the remedy that will soon be available legally to protect them from this. Information 
needs to be available within schools as girls can be very young when marriages are 
arranged on their behalf. 
 
5. This Bill would make it a criminal offence to breach laws and would protect people 
from being forced into getting married against their will in Scotland. Breaking the 
proposed laws could lead to a prison sentence or a fine, or both. Courts would be able 
to issue forced marriage protection orders. Those at risk would be able to apply for an 
order and could stay in a place of safety or help those in danger of being taken abroad 
for marriage. One of the benefits of the Bill is that women will be able to obtain a 
Protection Order without involving the police and their family would only be subject to 
criminal proceedings if they breached the order. This perhaps gets over the problem of 
women not wanting to involve the police. Courts will be able to tailor sanctions and 
support to the person's particular circumstances and existing powers to annul a forced 
marriage will be reformed to make the process easier. 
 
6. For women who are brought to this country under this circumstance, i.e. within a 
forced marriage, and with little or no knowledge of English it will be important to try to 
reach them with information in a language familiar to them, through women’s groups or 
community initiatives. The impact of this legislation may have resource implications for 
organisations working with women, and with minority ethnic women in particular, in 
terms of personnel, training and funding. Support with the cost of legal representation 
for those in need of protection will also need to be available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7. Soroptimist International of Scotland North and Scotland South believe that forced 
marriages have no place in modern day Scotland. We do not wish to see individuals 
who do not comply subjected to threats, assault, captivity or worse at the hands of their 
own family.  
 
 
8. We would recommend that a response to the Bill is obtained from the organisation 
Karma Nirvana which supports victims of Forced Marriages throughout the UK and so 
has a great deal of first hand experience of these issues. They were instrumental in 
guiding similar legislation through in England and Wales. 
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