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1. Help the Aged in Scotland welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the 
Committee’s consideration of whether the provisions in the above Bill should 
include aggravations in respect to age. 
 
2. Having considered the available evidence we do not believe that 
aggravations in respect to age should be included in the Bill. Although older 
people are often specifically targeted by perpetrators of crime, we believe 
there is little evidence that these crimes are motivated by “malice or ill-will 
towards a social group’ (The Working Group on Hate Crime Report, 2004). 
Instead, such crimes are most often directed towards older people because of 
their perceived vulnerability. In this sense they are crimes motivated by 
opportunity rather than prejudice. 
 
3. For example, crimes often targeted at older people such as bogus calling, 
distraction theft and mugging tend to be motivated by the perceived gullibility, 
vulnerability or weakness of older people, rather than a particular hatred of 
them as a social group. Elder abuse, which has been suggested by some 
commentators as justification for including age in the Bill, covers a vast array 
of behaviours, and is often perpetrated by carers and family members 
struggling to cope with their care responsibilities. In other circumstances, 
‘elder abuse’ may describe a situation where a family member or carer takes 
advantage of an individual’s vulnerability to plunder their estate. It seems 
unlikely that such behaviour, serious though it is, would be motivated by 
“malice or ill-will towards a social group.” 
 
4. There is little reason to believe that including age in the Bill would help 
prevent such crimes or secure more convictions and as such we would not 
recommend doing so. 
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