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Introduction 
1. The Evangelical Alliance Scotland is the largest body serving 
evangelical Christians in Scotland and has a membership including 
denominations, churches, organisations and individuals. Across the UK, 
Evangelical Alliance membership includes over 700 organisations and over 
3000 churches. The mission of the Evangelical Alliance Scotland is to unite 
evangelicals to present Christ credibly as good news for spiritual and social 
transformation. We firmly believe in a pro-community agenda with tolerance 
and respect at the forefront of a transforming culture. 
 
2. The Evangelical Alliance Scotland welcomes the invitation to submit our 
views on the Offences (Aggravation by Prejudice) (Scotland) Bill. We were 
grateful that our comments were taken into consideration during the last 
significant consultation on this subject when the Working Group on Hate 
Crime was set up in June 2003. We are encouraged to see that this Bill 
almost entirely represents the recommendations put forward by the Working 
Group.  We therefore agree that no further official consultation was required 
on the Bill by the Scottish Government before it was introduced to the Scottish 
Parliament.  
 
General Comments 
3. As a membership organisation the Evangelical Alliance Scotland 
represents hundreds of organisations, churches and individuals working to 
present the love of Christ credibly to our society and wholeheartedly promote 
equality amongst all individuals. The Evangelical Alliance believe in the basic 
biblical and Christian principle of a God who wants and longs for justice and 
equality for all people regardless of their faith, sex, ethnicity, position in 
society, wealth etc. Therefore, we would first and foremost hope and argue for 
an idealism within the law which highly regards holistic equality of the 
individual regardless of any particular strand of equality.  
 
4. We recognise that unfortunately particular groups within society are more 
vulnerable or targeted as a result of hatred of their actual or presumed sexual 
orientation, faith or any other equality strand and therefore understand the 
need for specific legislation to protect these individuals. Such legislation 
protects against the particular consequences of a hate crime. For example the 
increased psychological damage to the victim due to the personalisation of the 
crime or the socially divisive nature of hate crimes. We would be particularly 
concerned if a particular group could not participate in normal social activities 
due to fear that the law did not adequately protect them against specific 
victimisation from others. For this reason we supported section 74 of the 
Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 which recognised specifically the 
widespread problem of sectarianism.  



 
5. We agree with the conclusions of the Hate Crimes Working Group of the 
danger and precedent that legislation such as this might set for the creation of 
an incitement to hatred offence beyond racial hatred. Such an offence would 
risk penalising freedom of speech too much for it to be extended to the other 
equality strands. (Working Group on Hate Crime Report, Scottish Executive 
2004b para 5.28)  
 
Should similar aggravations in respect of age and gender also be 
included in the Bill? 
6. As we have previously indicated, The Evangelical Alliance Scotland are 
concerned that selecting specific groups for greater protection potentially 
undermines another equality strand, creates inequality between the strands or 
promotes the development of a hierarchy of rights. We believe that no 
individual right should have pre-eminence, even if this means some 
motivations may be more difficult to judge. If we are choosing to govern 
ourselves by human rights legislation, we must accept that fairness in their 
scope be applied across the board, however hard that might be in practice. 
 
7. The Evangelical Alliance Scotland do not accept that it is an appropriate 
argument to restrict a certain group from protection because evidence at this 
time does not show that such groups are subject to a significant level of hate 
crime. We would question the reasoning that law should wait until sufficient 
crimes, and therefore evidence, have taken place to provide protection.  
 
8. The Evangelical Alliance Scotland recognises the difficulties and 
complications in legislating for statutory aggravations in relation to gender and 
age. This is significantly due to the difficulty in distinguishing between 
prejudice and a particular physical or mental vulnerability. We would suggest 
that very similar difficulties would be relevant to the protection of those 
targeted because of a perceived disability. Disability and age are also very 
closely linked. An individual may be disabled because of their age, and 
therefore more vulnerable. In general, the six equality strands at times relate 
to subtle social relationships and complex questions of identity. The 
Evangelical Alliance Scotland would therefore suggest that this cements the 
imperative for treating them all in a transparently equal way 
 
9. If the Scottish Parliament does proceed to restrict the bill to sexual 
orientation, transgender identity or disability we would agree with the Hate 
Crimes Working Group’s recommendation 1 that “the legislation should be 
framed in such a way as to allow this protection to be extended to other 
groups by statutory instrument over time if appropriate evidence emerges that 
such other groups are subject to a significant level of hate crime.” (Scottish 
Executive 2004, par 1.1) 
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