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1. Age Concern Scotland welcomes this opportunity to provide written 
evidence to the committee on the above topic. We have noted the 
Committee’s interest in whether or not hate crime legislation should, along 
with other areas, be extended to age. 
 
2. It is our position that this proposed bill should not extend the definition of 
hate crime to cover crimes against people because of their age. Whilst it is 
clear that older people are often targeted for crime because of perceptions 
about their vulnerability, there is little or no evidence that suggests people are 
targeted for crime because of their age alone. 
 
3. The Working Group on Hate Crime Report (Scottish Executive 2004) 
defined hate crime as a ‘Crime motivated by malice or ill-will towards a social 
group’. The same report also noted that, in terms of hate crime, it is the 
‘motivation of the offender which is important’. It is these two elements of the 
report that lead us to believe that this legislation should not be extended to 
cover age. This is because while older people are indeed victims of crime, it is 
men aged 16 to 24 who are more likely to be a victim of crime (2006 Scottish 
Crime and Vicitimisation Survey).  
 
4. Yet the survey also shows that the perpetrators of these crimes are part of 
the same age group which suggests that lifestyle, behavior and perceived 
vulnerability are a much greater factor when crimes are being committed as 
opposed to prejudice, malice or ill-will. With regard to age related hate crimes, 
the Working Group recommended that ‘more consideration of crimes 
motivated by malice or ill-will against people of particular ages because of 
their age ... would be required before extending hate crime legislation in this 
area’ and we endorse this recommendation. 
 
5. Instead of extending this Bill, Age Concern Scotland believes that better 
enforcement of current legislation would be of more benefit to older people. Of 
the many crimes that older people can be victims of it is the largely hidden 
crime of elder abuse that we believe needs to be tackled more effectively 
within the current framework. 
  
6. A study by the National Centre for Social Research in June 2007 found 
that 4.3% of older people in Scotland had been abused by family 
members, friends, carers, neighbours or acquaintances (Abuse and 
Neglect of Older People). It should also be noted that the rate in England is 
lower at 3.9%. Surprisingly, the 2006 Scottish Crime and Victimisation Survey 
stated that those aged 60 or over were the least likely to become a victim of 
either personal or household crime. In Scotland, this means almost 50,000 



older people have been victims of crimes that have, in the main, not been 
reported. 
 
7. Elder abuse is an issue that needs to be eradicated from Scottish society 
and the Scottish Parliament has a big role to play in that. For example, the 
Adult Support and Protection (Scotland) Act goes some distance in 
addressing elder abuse but more work needs to be done. However, the 
Offences (Aggravation by Prejudice) (Scotland) Bill is not the correct vehicle 
for this. 
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