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(For official use only) 
PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE1375 

 
1. Name of petitioner 
Philip Woolley & Collette Campbell on behalf of the Australian Wildlife 
Protection Council 
2. Petition title  
Ban kangaroo meat and products from Scotland 
3. Petition text  
Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to ban the 
import to, transit through, or export from, Scotland of kangaroo meat, skin and 
other associated products to protect the welfare of baby kangaroos. 
4. Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition
We have contacted Scottish MEP's Catherine Stihler and Mr David Martin who 
agree to our submission by signing a joint letter of support for a ban. Catherine 
Stihler MEP suggested we should petition the Scottish Parliament directly. 
 
We have also contacted the following 3 people -  
 
1. The First Minister, Mr. Alex Salmond MSP who is the MP for the co-
petitioner’s area. 
2. The Rt. Hon Mr. Jack McConnell MSP 
 
Both of whom have not as yet replied. 
 
3. Carolyn Ainsbury from the Food Standards Agency, Scotland Enforcement 
Branch Aberdeen, who informs me that "they" are looking into the issue and will 
contact us in due course. 
 
 *We have collected over 500 signatures from Scottish citizens in support of 
having kangaroo products banned in all EU countries including Scotland. 
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5. Petition background information  
Baby kangaroos are killed as a by-product of killing the females for her meat or 
skin.The Australian Government confirm that some 128,723 kilos of meat and 
1550 kangaroo skins were imported into the UK since 2005. A low estimate of 
20% of all meat and skins from killed kangaroo would be females (each female 
of suitable shooting size would be expected to have two babies in attendance). 
It is therefore safe to assume that some 9202 baby kangaroos were either left 
to fend for themselves to face certain death once the female is shot, or were 
ripped from the mothers pouch and bludgeoned to death as a by-product. This 
figure is based on what Mr John Kelly, CEO of the Kangaroo Industry 
Association of Australia, is quoted as saying:  
''The industry argues it has strict regulations governing the method of killing 
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kangaroos and less than 20 per cent of animals culled are females and the 
RSPCA supports the industry's code of conduct." 
 
http://www.smh.com.au/world/eu-powerbroker-has-roo-meat-in-her-sights-
20100205-nira.html  
   
This means that if a mother is shot with a baby in her pouch then the hunter has 
to kill the baby as well. This is covered in the code of practise set out by the 
Australian Government. The young cannot survive on their own once the 
mother is killed, which makes the fate of the young dying or being put to death 
inhumane!  The code link is at : 
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/trade-use/wild-
harvest/kangaroo/pubs/code-of-conduct-commercial.pdf 
 
Page 13, s.5 specifically relates to killing the young. There are no controls on 
this due to the event happening at night and so there is no way of knowing 
whether shooters are following any code of practice at all. 
 
We want all kangaroo meat and associated products banned. Both meat and 
skins are used from both male and female kangaroos. Without the female the 
young will die, without the males the females cannot reproduce. Kangaroos are 
“family” orientated and any imbalance in the mob will cause breeding problems. 
This is for the pleasure of a few people who want to eat “exotic” meat or wear 
expensive sports footwear. Nike has recently announced that it will be 
“eradicating” kangaroo skin from its list of fabrics for sport shoes going forward. 
As Nike own Umbro, we expect they will soon follow their parent company. 
There is no need to use kangaroo leather for sports footwear as other materials 
are available. 
 
Kangaroos are shot in the wild at night by shining a bright light at them and then 
shooting them. Not all shots are clean and as the head is allowed to be 
removed by the shooter, there is no clear way of knowing that he or she has 
followed the code by shooting the kangaroo in the head for an “instant” kill. With 
killing beef etc. in an abattoir at least the animal is stunned first prior to killing. 
This cruelty is unacceptable to over 16,000 who have already signed in support 
of our main campaign in Europe to highlight this dirty secret from Australia. If a 
ban is in place then the demand for the product will not exist and as such will 
eventually stop the need to kill these native animals.   

The kangaroo killing industry is government funded in Australia and as such 
they have a vested interest in keeping the trade going. This is the biggest land 
wildlife slaughter on the planet and it is taking place right now. Banning the 
product in Scotland, sends out a very clear message to the world and in 
particularly Australia, that animal cruelty will not be tolerated in Scotland and 
there is no need to allow this cruelty to continue. We would like the Public 
Petitions Committee to ask and persuade the Scottish Government to bring in 
this ban which could then be used as a measure across the whole of the 
European community and the world. 

Russia is the only country to ban kangaroo meat. Until 1 August 2009, Russia 
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imported some 70% of all exported kangaroo meat (36.8 million kilos of meat - 
2005 to 2009) but on that date, banned kangaroo meat on hygiene grounds 
from entering the country finding large quantities of E.coli and salmonella 
bacteria in shipments inspected. I have spoken to one of the Russian Ministers 
(Mr Sergey Yushin) who personally assured me that due to poor hygiene of 
exported kangaroo meat, the ban stays in place to protect the Russian public.  
Nowhere in the EU do we have that same protection. Link at:- 
www.abc.net.au/am/content/2009/s2643077.htm 

6. Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament’s website as 
an e-petition? 
NO      
7. Closing date for e-petition 
 
8. Comments to stimulate on-line discussion 
 
 


