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(For official use only) 
PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE1368 

 
1. Name of petitioner 
Rowena Carlton MSYP on behalf of the Scottish Youth Parliament 
2. Petition title  
Political education for all 
3. Petition text  
Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to ensure 
that political education is provided to all school pupils and is given prominence 
within the framework of the new Curriculum for Excellence. 
4. Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the 
petition 
This petition originally emerged as a Member’s Motion presented by Rowena 
Carlton MSYP at a sitting of the Scottish Youth Parliament in March 2010. 
Most MSYPs were extremely enthusiastic supporters of the idea, with others 
giving it a more cautious welcome depending on where it would fit into a busy 
school curriculum. Rowena’s motion was successful, with support from 66% of 
MSYPs.   
 
As well as submission as a petition, the SYP has included the issue within its 
Picture the Change manifesto consultation, where we are asking thousands of 
young people for their views. Final results are not yet available, but will be 
ready in time for the SYP conference in the Scottish Parliament on 29 October 
2010. 
 
In January 2010 the Scottish Youth Parliament wrote to the Scottish and UK 
Governments with a report entitled ‘Finding The Lost Generation’ 
(www.syp.org.uk/portalbase/pages/download.aspx?locationId=73563cf8-1c65-
4807-8dcb-efe74f321fee). This report presented the ‘Charter of Young 
People’s Participation’, as described below. One of the key points of the 
charter was that “good quality citizenship and democracy education should be 
taught in all secondary schools in Scotland”. 
 
The Scottish Youth Parliament is submitting this petition as the next stage in 
seeking to secure this important provision. 
5. Petition background information  
At the SYP’s sitting in September 2009, MSYPs put together a ‘Charter of 
Young People’s Participation’ packed with ideas that could help young people 
engage with the political process. The SYP strongly believes in votes at 16 
and thinks that tackling the reasons why young people don’t vote is an 
important step on the way to making that happen. Young people often tell us 
that “I don’t know enough about politics to vote!”  
 

http://www.syp.org.uk/campaigns/campaigns.htm�
http://www.syp.org.uk/portalbase/pages/download.aspx?locationId=73563cf8-1c65-4807-8dcb-efe74f321fee�
http://www.syp.org.uk/portalbase/pages/download.aspx?locationId=73563cf8-1c65-4807-8dcb-efe74f321fee�
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The Charter was created during a session entitled “Participation, Citizenship 
and the Road to Votes at 16”. This was intended to give young people the 
platform to share and explore their ideas on how young people can feel 
valued as citizens and encouraged to take part in the democratic process. 
  
The Scottish Youth Parliament is noted for our success in engaging young 
people with innovative participative methods. The 109 MSYPs in attendance 
on the day divided into fourteen groups each tasked with creating a ten-point 
‘Charter for Young People’s Participation’. 
 
Each group started with a selection of possibilities for consideration. The 
MSYPs had entirely free reign to edit, rewrite, include or disregard any of the 
suggestions as well as adding innovative ideas of their own. Each of the 
groups produced a unique charter, though some concepts were common to 
several of the final charters.  
 
Ten of the fourteen groups included “good quality citizenship and democracy 
education should be taught in all secondary schools in Scotland”, which made 
it one of the most popular recommendations along with lowering the voting 
age to 16, resources for local youth forums and schools helping pupils register 
to vote. 
 
Rowena says “I think compulsory political education is very important for high 
schools, and it ties in with the Votes at 16 campaign. I don't think as many 16 
and 17 year olds know about politics as there probably should be, especially if 
we are to be voting. We should know some background into politics if we are 
to make a good, well informed decision. This issue massively affects young 
people, and we should be able to have a say in what we are taught.” 
 
The focus of the Curriculum for Excellence on the holistic development of the 
individual and the four capacities, especially the development of “responsible 
citizens”, seem to recognise the need for the civic engagement of young 
people, however we are concerned at the lack of a clear commitment to 
political education. It is our belief that for young people to become responsible 
citizens, they must have an understanding of their democracy, an appreciation 
of their roles and responsibilities and a sound knowledge of how the two 
interact. 
 
Some of the other recommendations from the ‘Charter of Young People’s 
Participation’ could potentially be included in good quality political and 
citizenship education. These included: 
 

• “Schools should help pupils register to vote” 
• “Election days should be designated as ‘democracy days’ in schools, 

with opportunities for pupils to explore democracy and watch the voting 
process if their school is used as a polling station” 

• “Finding a common ground with politics and other subjects e.g. football, 
music” 

• “Fix school environment about politics being boring. Take it into non-
school environments.” 

• “Workshops and lessons focussed on voting that will engage young 
people in schools” 
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One of the key principles underpinning the Scottish Youth Parliament is the 
philosophy, inspired by Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, is that young people should be involved in making the decisions that 
affect them. We feel that a political education programme designed with heavy 
input from young people could stimulate a generation of active citizens and 
serve as a model of good practice internationally.  
 
We therefore call on the Scottish Government to establish a suitable working 
group, including young people, to develop a programme for political education 
in Scottish schools, compatible with the Curriculum for Excellence, and to 
make a clear commitment to the political education of Scotland’s youth. 
6. Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament’s website as 
an e-petition? 
NO 
7. Closing date for e-petition 
 
 
8. Comments to stimulate on-line discussion 
 
 
 
 


