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PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE1355 

 
1. Name of petitioner 
Katy Simmons and Scott Currie on behalf of Arran High School pupils and the 
Arran Youth Forum 
2. Petition title  
Fair public transport costs for students  
3. Petition text  
Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
consider the need to lower the prices for travelling on public transport for all 
school and further education students age 18 and below. 
4. Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the 
petition 
Have discussed this matter with school colleagues who have voiced similar 
concerns to us. It is also an issue which has been discussed at the Arran 
Youth Forum. Am aware that reviews of the discretionary fares scheme have 
been undertaken by the Scottish Government but, in the current economic 
climate, we believe this issue should be looked at again. 
5. Petition background information  
We feel that the price of public transport in Scotland is too high for what young 
people earn and that the current system does not truly reflect the needs of 
young people in different parts of Scotland. In our situation, living in an island 
community, does the current blanket concession scheme fully meet our 
requirements? 
 
Once a young person turns 16, they are required to pay double what they 
have previously been paying. Not all young people over 16 years of age are in 
a position where they can get a job, be it due to the lack of jobs in their area, 
infrequency of public transport to take them to and from a job, or the fact that 
their school or further education studies are too important and time consuming 
to make the commitment of having a job. Those young people who do work, 
most only have Saturday jobs, which limit them to about £20-30 per week. Not 
all young people receive pocket money from their parents, and not all children 
qualify for Education Maintenance Allowance. When a young person turns 16, 
the fares they have to pay double, but their income does not necessarily. 
 



On Arran, sources of entertainment are limited, so we often take trips over to 
the mainland for a day, to Glasgow or other towns to shop, see friends, go to 
gigs or see films etc. At the minute, for a young person under 16, it costs 
about £15 just to get to Glasgow from Arran, but double this for over 16s who 
are still in full time education, and not full time employment. 
 
On Arran, a day rover ticket, which entitles you to travel on any amount of 
buses on the island on the day of purchase, costs less than paying separate 
fares there and back from the south end of the island to Brodick or Lamlash. 
For those under 16, a day rover costs £2.40, which is reasonable for those 
with part time jobs or pocket money. However, those over 16 have to pay 
£4.75 for the same service, which is a little unfair if their income hasn’t 
changed at all. 
 
If you live in Scotland and are aged 16-18, you can 

 

apply for a Young Scot 
National Entitlement Card. You will then receive:  

• A bus concession card giving you one third off most bus fares  
• A Scottish Youth Railcard giving you up to 50% off rail travel  
• Ferry vouchers for two free return journeys to the mainland a year if 

you live on a Scottish island  
 
We, as young people do not feel that this is good enough and ask whether 
these universal concessions properly meet the requirements of different 
communities across Scotland. First of all, we do not know any young people 
on Arran who make use of this concession card, primarily because they do 
not know it exists. This card needs to be better publicised, so that more young 
people can make use of it. This may be an issue for the Scottish Government 
and Young Scot to consider how they get information about the card down 
into schools. We are aware that this was an issue which the Scottish 
Government highlighted in a letter to the Public Petitions Committee on 31 
October 2008 in relation to petition PE1090 about national proof of age card. 
That letter acknowledged that increasing awareness of the card (albeit 
amongst retailers) was vital. Awareness raising is needed amongst young 
people in remote and rural areas is also needed. “50% off rail travel” is pretty 
fair, but only for the people who make use of trains regularly. Those who live 
on islands or in remote areas do not benefit much from this.  
 
Further, there is the 16-25 Railcard where under 25 years olds can save 1/3 
on fares across Britain and the card costs just £26 a year. So, as a way of 
offsetting the cost of lowering the prices for travelling on public transport for all 
school and further education students age 18 and below, is there not scope to 
amend the existing scheme so that, for example, on Arran (with no railway) 
we could enjoy a higher concession for our bus travel at the expense of losing 
the rail travel concession. For rail journey’s we make to Glasgow, we would 
have the option of the 16-25 Railcard (we accept that the concession of 1/3 off 
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is lower than the 1/2 under the NEC but as bus travel is the most used form of 
travel in remote and rural areas then the scheme would properly be meeting 
local needs.  
 
Similarly with the ferry journey concessions. This is useful, but hardly makes a 
difference for those who travel on ferries regularly, and living on Arran, some 
young people go over to the mainland several times a month to see family, 
friends or for leisure purposes. Also, when young people come over to visit 
their friends or family living on Arran, they are not entitled to any free ferry 
journeys, which is unfair. It would be useful to consider whether there was 
some way of increasing the concession for ferry services which are regarded 
as a lifeline service to the mainland. There is no alternative.   
 
We know that the Scottish Government is doing a review of island ferry 
services and this petition could feed into that. The review is looking at— 

• how ferries should be funded and procured 
• the setting of fares 
• what kind of services should be supported with public money 
• who should be responsible for providing these services 

But who will fund this?  
We realise that to do what we ask in the petition requires funding. So we 
suggest three approaches: 
1. Could these extra costs not be met by the travel companies themselves? 
Travel companies such as Stagecoach, Calmac and ScotRail are in receipt of 
large subsidies from the public purse. For example, in May 2010, Calmac was 
given £3,256,694 by the Scottish Government and in June, £3,060,099. 
These companies also manage to make large profits each year. For example, 
last year Stagecoach made a £133.5 million profit after taxation, which is quite 
a lot. They also awarded their Chief Executive a £1.6million bonus last year 
(although he donated a large amount of this to charity). Surely they could 
afford to charge a little less for those who earn less? At the minute, it costs 
less money (in terms of petrol) to drive from the south end of Arran to Brodick, 
than it does to take the bus.  
 
So, could the Scottish Government, in paying subsidies to these companies, 
say to them that they should extend the concessions available at the expense 
of such large profits? We want these companies to make profits to then invest 
in new services, vehicles etc, but by widening and increasing the concessions 
available, they would encourage more people on to them and so increase 
passenger numbers and fare revenue. 
 
2. Use the money available in a better way to meet local needs. Is the current 
system not too universal and does it really meets the needs of different 
communities (city, rural etc). We know that in these difficult economic times 
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we have to look at how we can get more for our money. What we have set out 
earlier shows how the existing scheme could be adapted to provide different 
options to meet the different needs of people. So we might give up our 50% 
rail reduction and have the cost (an ‘average’ figure) of that concession added 
to the bus concession which would allow us to travel on buses at the lower 
fare until 18  
 
Lowering the cost of public transport for young people would surely 
encourage them to use the services more frequently, resulting in a greater 
number of people using public transport, and greater profits for the travel 
companies? If prices were lowered, young people would be more likely to use 
public transport and they will be able to go out and get jobs and learn to be 
more independent. By giving young people the opportunity to go out and earn 
money, learn and socialise, giving them a better chance at doing well in life 
and securing the future of our country, after all, young people are the future. 
Also, more people using public transport means less people taking their cars, 
which will result in less carbon emissions being released into our atmosphere, 
reducing our carbon footprint. 
 
3. At the minute, the scheme for concessionary travel costs about £190 million 
per year, and most of this is spent on free travel for older people. For 
example, in response to parliamentary questionS3W-32568, the Scottish 
Government Minister for Transport (16 April 2010) indicated that the total 
reimbursement paid to bus operators for concessionary travel for 2009-10, as 
at 30 March 2010 is as follows: 
Scotland-Wide Free Bus Travel for Older and Disabled People: 
£176,939,845.60 
Scotland-Wide Concessionary Travel Scheme for Young People: 
£641,233.75. 
 
We think tightening some of the rules for those that are eligible to claim would 
increase the scope for others. For example, changing the rules so that older 
people can only use the concessionary scheme between the hours of 9.30 am 
and 4.30 pm and 6.30 pm and 7.00 pm which would then free up some of the 
existing money to be used for something else e.g. giving all those 18 year old 
and younger a 1/2 discount on the bus rather than the current 1/3. 
6. Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament’s website as 
an e-petition? 
YES  
7. Closing date for e-petition 
12/9/10 
8. Comments to stimulate on-line discussion 
We think that public transport ticket prices for all school students should be 
lowered. What do you think? 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx�

