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(For official use only) 
PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE1354 

 
1. Name of petitioner 
Stewart Mackenzie 
2. Petition title  
Introducing justice/legal/consumer rights education into secondary school curriculum 
3. Petition text  
Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to introduce 
‘citizenship’ as a compulsory element of the secondary school curriculum and which 
covers knowledge and an understanding of consumers' rights, the roles, duties and 
responsibilities of the legal profession and the different courts systems in relation to 
civil justice and also human rights legislation.  
4. Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition 
I have contacted the Learning Directorate, Curriculum Division, of the Scottish 
Government and received the details of what is currently provided in the Scottish 
education system.  They have confirmed that although the matter of citizenship ‘may’ 
be touched upon in secondary schools, it is not a compulsory element of the Scottish 
curriculum and, if it is covered by individual schools, it is very basic and does not 
cover the topics recommended by the petitioner. 
 
I have also contacted the Department for Education in England who confirmed that 
citizenship is a mandatory element of the national curriculum in England.  I have also 
reviewed the Department for Education’s ‘Teachernet’ website, which provides the 
details of the key topics that must be covered within citizenship, along with tools and 
resources for teachers in relation to this subject. 
 
I have also spoken with Consumer Focus Scotland and Which?, with both 
organisations  confirming their support in principle and that they are very interested 
in the content of my petition with regard to legal/justice/consumer rights education in 
secondary schools.   
5. Petition background information  
Citizens Advice Scotland 8 July 2010– 
 
“We estimate that around 30,000 people under the age of 25 sought help from a 
CAB in Scotland last year”.   
“Of the young people who came to us last year with a debt problem, the average 
debt was £10,000 – an astonishing amount given the short period of time they had 
had to build the debt”. 
“Whether they are living at home, going to college, starting a job or on the dole, 
every young person needs to know what the world expects of them and what rights 
they have as young adults and sadly this kind of information is not always given to 
them by the schools or by the home”.  
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Citizens Advice Scotland terms this need as “Advice on Life”. 
 
All Scottish school pupils, within their secondary education, would greatly benefit 
from, for example, knowledge and an understanding of consumers’ rights, the role, 
duties and responsibilities of the legal profession in Scotland, the purpose and role 
of the different courts systems in relation to civil justice in Scotland and also human 
rights legislation, all of which would install this much needed knowledge and give 
confidence to young people, so that they are ready to face issues which they will 
incur in everyday life after leaving school and avoid many of the pitfalls of modern, 
everyday life. 
 
In the English education system a learning course covering these issues has been 
statutory since 2002. The ‘citizenship’ element of the National Curriculum in England 
gives teaching and learning of the key areas which the petitioner describes but 
which are lacking in the Scottish education system and whilst within the Scottish 
education system citizenship is covered to a very limited degree, it is not a 
compulsory element of the curriculum and does not cover the areas which are 
described in this petition and which Citizens Advice Scotland describes as being 
desperately needed by all Scottish secondary school leavers.    
 
The Department for Children, Schools and Families (now called the Department for 
Education from May 2010), publishes information on citizenship education though 
their ‘Teachernet’ website and Citizenship in England has these three key concepts: 
 

• Democracy and justice

• 

: This focuses on the role that citizens can take within 
the political and justice systems in the UK. It includes: freedom as part of a 
democracy; fairness and the rule of law as part of justice; power and 
authority; and accountability. Pupils learn that accountability happens at many 
levels ranging from a responsible opposition in parliament challenging, testing 
and scrutinising what government is doing, to citizens in local communities 
challenging decisions that affect them. 
Rights and responsibilities

• 

: There are different kinds of rights, obligations and 
responsibilities - political, legal, human, social, civic and moral. Pupils explore 
contested areas surrounding rights and responsibilities, for the checks and 
balances needed in relation to freedom of speech in the context of threats 
from extremism and terrorism. 
Identities and diversity

 
Its website contains a variety of resources within the ‘citizenship’ section, for 
teachers to utilise when covering this statutory subject, including for example ‘Your 
Justice, Your World’.  This is available at— 

: Living together in the UK: This includes the multiple 
identities that may be held by groups and communities in a diverse society, 
and the ways in which these identities are affected by changes in society, for 
example, pupils could learn about: how migration has shaped communities; 
common or shared identity and what unifies groups and communities; and 
how living together in the UK has been shaped by, and continues to be 
shaped by, political, social, economic and cultural changes. 

www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/subjects/citizenship/justice/ 
 
See extract below from a Report by Consumer Focus Scotland (March 2010), 
Making Civil Justice Work for Consumers 

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/subjects/citizenship/justice/�
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6. Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament’s website as an e-
petition? 
No      
7. Closing date for e-petition 
N/A 
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