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(For official use only) 
PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE1335 

 
1. Name of petitioner 
Maggie Tervit and other parents on behalf of football players with Cerebral 
Palsy or Acquired Brain Injury 
2. Petition title  
Support for the national Cerebral Palsy/Acquired Brain Injury football squad 
3. Petition text  
Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to take 
action, including making representations to the Scottish Football Association, 
to bring Scotland more into line with England, Wales, Northern Ireland and the 
Republic of Ireland to adopt the Scottish national team for footballers with 
Cerebral Palsy/Acquired Brain Injury. 
4. Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the 
petition 
August 2009: Visited Kenny MacAskill MSP at his surgery in Musselburgh. I 
went there prepared to explain the in´s and out´s of the CP/ABI football but 
this was unnecessary as he knew immediately what I was talking about. He 
had heard of the teams success in Rio de Janeiro in November 2007 and he 
knew that a Scottish player had received ‘the rookie of the world 
championships’ prize. We covered the following points: 
 

• nominal payment that the players often have to pay  
• possibility of the SFA adopting the team.  
• the English CP/ABI team has been adopted by the English FA. We 

agreed this was not a fair comparison as the FA is one of the richest in 
the world.  

• I pointed out we were also falling behind the Republic of Ireland and 
Northern Ireland 

 
We agreed that he would write to the SFA 
 
August 2009: Kenny MacAskill wrote to the SFA.   
23 September 2009: Received letter from Kenny MacAskill with copy of 
answer from Gordon Smith, Chief Executive, SFA— 
 
“currently there are no plans for the Scottish FA to incorporate the CP 
National team within its core international programme, however, we will 
continue to work with our partners to support the further development of the 
disability football activities. The Scottish FA is committed to the partnership 
with the SDS and, as a result, is keen to support football opportunities for 
those with disabilities across the nation. Consequently, each year the Scottish 
FA invests resources to aid development within this specialised area, which 
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includes providing some support to the Cerebral Palsy football team``.  
 
Kenny MacAskill stated he was due to meet with representatives from the 
SFA shortly and would raise it once again with them.  
23 October 2009: I sent him an email to enquire if he had managed to raise 
the matter again with the SFA. 
28 October 2009: I received a reply from Kenny MacAskill’s office. He had 
spoken to the SFA officials and they informed him cash is the problem with 
them, as indeed with most organisations during difficult times. I quote— 
 
“they are committed to working in partnership with Scottish Disability Sport. 
The Scottish FA obviously invests resources to assist development providing 
support to the Cerebral Palsy Football Team. They are unable to confirm to 
me whether funds will be available next year or thereafter to pour money in 
but have said they will look into it.  They have agreed to keep us advised as to 
developments. As soon as we hear anything else we will let you know”. 
 
December 2009: I had a short meeting with Kenny MacAskill. He expressed 
how he was impressed by the developments at Hibernian FC. In 2008 HFC 
launched the charity The Hibernian Community Foundation. The vision of this 
is ‘to harness the power and passion of football to promote learning, improve 
health and enhance opportunities, within our local communities’. We also 
discussed our exchange of correspondence. I explained that although I was 
aware of the positive developments at Hibernian it was a separate issue.  My 
conclusion was enough time had passed by and I wished to progress and 
hopefully speed matters up by starting a public petition. He suggested I 
contact the PPC clerks and named Fergus Cochrane.   
 
February 2010: I sent Gordon Smith an email specifically approaching the 
subject of the nominal payment and it was unfair that our lads have to pay to 
represent their country. Stuart Sharp, National Development for Scotland 
phoned me and the answer was along the same lines as the letter dated 20 
September 2009.  
5. Petition background information  
Introduction to CP/ABI football (also known as 7-a-side football)  
Please see the players website: www.cpfootball-scotland.com and the official  
website of the Scottish FA www.scottishfa.co.uk – football development, 
disability football. Here is a link to a video compiled to showcase the game on 
a worldwide level: http://vr-sp-archive.lbwa.verio.net/archive/CRISRA.wmv 
 
This football is played by players who have a brain injury, resulting in motor 
dis-function— 

• CP (cerebral palsy): the injury is usually caused during pregnancy or at 
birth. 

• ABI (acquired brain injury): this can happen suddenly to anyone and 
occurs after birth. There are many causes of ABI including: road traffic 
accident, a fall, stroke, brain tumour, result of an assault or violence.  

 
Rule Adaptations: 

• there are seven players on each side 
• the pitch is smaller - 75m x 55m and the goal is smaller -  5m x 2m  
• there are two halves of 30 minutes each 
• there is no offside 
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• players can roll or throw the ball back into play 
• to provide players with an equitable starting point, a classification 

system is recognised: class 5, 6, 7 or 8. 
 

Scottish squads, training, championships, recruiting and selection : 
Future Squad 
The future squad covers the group from 9 years of age to adult. If and when a 
player shows the required capabilities and is ready, he can move up to the 
national squad. This squad competes in international friendly games, Home 
Nation and invitational tournaments.  
 
National Squad 
This squad competes in international friendly games, Home Nations, World 
and European championships and invitational tournaments.  
 
Training  
Once a month both the future and national squads train at the Stirling Sports 
Disability centre. There are also training weekends and camps. In the run up 
to major championships some of these training sessions are by invitation only 
as they are solely for the national squad.  
 
Championships and  tournaments  
Below are details for past, present and next season.  
 
Season  
2006-2007 June 2006: Home Nations Dublin, Republic of Ireland 
2007-2008 May 2007: International tournament, Copenhagen, Denmark 

June 2007: Home Nations, Largs, Scotland  
November 2007: World Championships, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

2008-2009 September 2008: Paralympics Games, Beijing, China 
November 2008: International tournament, Helsinki, Finland 
July 2009: Home Nations, Lillieshall, England  

2009-2010 September 2009: International tournament, Largs Scotland 
October 2009: World Cup Arnhem (Papendal), The 
Netherlands 

2010-2011 August 2010: European Championships, Glasgow, Scotland 
June 2011: World Championships, province Drenthe, the 
Netherlands 

 
Recruitment and selecting  
There is no weekly competition in Scotland for CP/ABI teams. Some of the 
players train and play in mainstream football. There are regular recruiting 
campaigns via the media, hanging leaflets in schools, hospitals, libraries, 
sports centres etc. Potential players are invited to the training session at 
Stirling Sports Disability Centre.  

Stuart Sharp, the National Development Manager (Disability) at the SFA, 
selects the final national team prior to international championships, 
competitions etc. 

Capability Scotland is a member of the Cerebral Palsy International Sports 
and Recreation Association (the Chief Executive of CS is also the current 
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President of the CPISRA). 

Funding at present 
At present the Scottish team ‘belongs’ to, and is partially funded by, Scottish 
Disability Sports and the Scottish FA who co-ordinate and fund the team, pay 
for facilities, coaches, etc. The English and Irish teams have been adopted by 
their national football associations and are therefore incorporated within their 
core international budgets. The Republic of Ireland CP team also receives a 
High Performance Grant from the Irish Sports Council (the only disability 
football team in Ireland that receives this). Should the Republic of Ireland win 
the bronze medal in August at the European Championships this grant will be 
tripled. We are aware that since 2005 the Dutch CP/ABI football team falls 
under the national football association (KNVB). 
 
We have approached the English and Irish football associations to extract 
figures but they would not provide.  
 
Reasons for petitioning:  
Nominal payment 
This is our principal reason for petitioning. The Scottish players regularly have 
to contribute towards costs for training camps, international tournaments etc.  
It is discriminating. They are aware that the English and the Irish players do 
not have to pay for the honour of wearing their national shirt and representing 
their country. Below is a breakdown of what each player in the national team 
(which always exists of 12 players) have paid out during the past three 
seasons. (This is for indication purposes only as prior to final selection there 
are always more players in the squad attending training camps etc.): 
 
Season Total Amount 
2007-08 £500* 
2008-09 £300 
2009-to date £270 

* This was the year of the world championship in Brazil therefore the cost 
(travel, accommodation etc) was higher 
 
Travel allowance  
The players are widely spread over Scotland. Although they can pool cars 
occasionally, many players also have to rely on public transport. This means 
by the end of a season the players have paid out a lot of money to travel to 
and from training sessions, camps, the airport etc. The English international 
squad receives travel expenses. Again, we have been unable to extract 
information from the English and Irish football associations to allow me to 
provide exact figures.  
 
CP/ABI team´s history of progress  
The Scottish team went to the European Championships in 2006 and 
managed to pick up enough points to qualify for the World Championships in 
Brazil 2007. In Rio de Janeiro, although ranked outsiders, the team ended up 
6th, the highest of the home nation countries. A fantastic achievement for the 
players and the true commitment to disability sport from Stuart Sharp, the 
Scottish FA´s development manager and other staff who accompanied him. In 
2008 the Great British Paralympics 7- a-side football team included four of our 
national squad in the total of 12 who went to Beijing.  Five of our squad were 
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originally on the provisional short list.  
 
Football disability groups  
Statistics show there are approximately 800,000 people in Scotland with a 
disability. This amounts to roughly 1 in 7 of the population and if mental health 
is included as a disability this drops to 1 in 5 persons. Consequently a large 
number of people with disabilities either play the game of football or are 
involved with the sport in some other way.  At the time of writing the CP/ABI 
team is the only Scottish senior disabled football team competing at 
international level. However, we acknowledge there are other disabled football 
teams and the Learning Disabilities under 19´s team also competes at 
international level (see www.scottishfa.co.uk – football development, disability 
football for more information). Sometime in the future any of these teams may 
also reach the same stage as our national senior squad and need extra 
support. However, we have to start somewhere and at this moment in time we 
choose to concentrate solely on the CP/ABI squad.  
 
Conclusion 
Scotland led the way in 1978 when it hosted the first ever CPISRA (the world 
governing body for Cerebral Palsy) event. By hosting the forthcoming 
European Championships in Glasgow in August 2010 the SFA is not only 
endorsing its commitment and support of the sport but also in some ways 
marking a homecoming for CP/ABI football. Furthermore, it is giving the 
people of Scotland a great opportunity to introduce them to and become 
involved with 7-a-side football. It is irrelevant that the English FA is one of the 
richest in the world. We are only comparing the CP/ABI national squads. As 
previously stated Scotland jumped from outsiders to above England at Rio de 
Janeiro in 2007. A feat which Scots don´t experience everyday and we feel 
should be recognized. We feel it is discriminatory for the individual players in 
our international squad to have to pay for so many expenses from their own 
pocket.  We appreciate that we are living in difficult times and cash resources 
are a problem for many businesses. Nevertheless, it would be a great pity if 
Scotland were to remain the only home nation country not to incorporate its 
national team into its football association’s core international programme.  
 
ACTION TO BE TAKEN 
The Scottish FA is a limited company. It might be a case of not being 
financially viable for them to adopt the team. To get a realistic impression of 
the current situation the following steps have to be undertaken.   
 

1.    In order to determine how much extra funding would be necessary to 
enable the SFA to adopt the team, write to Scottish Disability Sport and 
the SFA:  
•         to find out what the present total annual funding amounts to.  
•         to enquire how this is made up i.e. grants, SDS funding, SFA 

funding etc.. 
2.    Once the total funding has been determined, approach the SFA to find 

out if, when and what the possibilities are for them to adopt the team.  
3.    Write to the football associations of England, Northern Ireland and the 

Republic of Ireland to: 
•        enquire how their national squad´s funding is made up. For 

example, part of the Republic of Ireland´s funding is a High 
Performance Grant from the Irish Sports Council. 
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•         find out the total amount of their annual funding.  
4.    For comparison purposes, write to the football associations of Scotland, 

England, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland to enquire: 
•         how many CP/ABI squads and players they have. 
•         how often does their national squad train together  
•         how many friendly matches are played on an average yearly 

 
Depending on the outcome of the investigations, try and resolve some of the 
differences by finding extra funding from the present stakeholders or find 
additional new resources.  
6. Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament’s website as 
an e-petition? 
YES       
7. Closing date for e-petition 
21 June 2010 
8. Comments to stimulate on-line discussion 
1) The CP/ABI team is Scotland´s first senior national disability football team. 
Hopefully in the future there will be more. Large amounts of money is thrown 
at the football sport from all directions. Is it fair for players with a disability to 
have to pay to have the honour of representing Scotland? 
2) The Scottish FA is doing Scotland and the disability sport proud by hosting 
the European Championships in August 2010 and the icing on the cake would 
be to officially adopt their first senior disability football team.  Only then can 
we truly call our national sport a sport for all.  What do you think? 
 


