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(For official use only) 
PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE1330 

 
1. Name of petitioner 
Roy Peckham 
2. Petition title  
End the use of pit ponies. 
3. Petition text  
Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to prohibit 
the use of equine underground. 
4. Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the 
petition 
7 September 2006: We discussed the issue of pit ponies with Scottish 
Ministers.   
5 November 2007: Asked Christine Grahame MSP who forwarded our 
request to Ian Strachan in Scottish Government. Wrote to Mr McDowell 
(Cross Party Group for Animal Welfare) and the CPG itself. 
November 2007: Sent additional information/correspondence to Ian Strachan 
(Scottish Government) on account of the killing of pit pony Dolly and asked 
how we could prevent it in 2008 
10 December 2007: Responded to the Draft Equine Welfare Code 
28 December 2007: Sent a detailed submission to the Government prior to 
the publication of the code. We had hoped the issue of using equines 
underground would have been adequately addressed however, we feel it was 
not the case. We would like to take this opportunity to have the code suitably 
amended.  
The outcome was that Scotland thought that Pit Ponies would be under the 
protection of the Animal Welfare Act 2006 and therefore did not mention them 
specifically in its code of practice. It has not been until recently that DEFRA 
has admitted that the Act will not protect pit ponies as the 1956 legislation was 
not repealed. 
5. Petition background information  
DEFRA in its wisdom left Pit Ponies out of the protection of the New Animal 
Welfare Act. Although they are used to such treatment it seems wrong that 
whilst other animals will enjoy the full protection of the Animal Welfare Act 
working pit ponies are left with a piece of legislation dating from 1956 as their 
primary protection. Due to the fact that the “Coal and other mines (Horses) 
regulations 1956” has not been repealed, legally the 1956 legislation will 
supersede the 2006 Act and leave it still quite legal for pit ponies to be used 
again in mines as they have been used traditionally in Wales and other parts 
of the UK for many generations. Wales holds the unenviable position of being 
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the last part of the UK to use pit ponies. Working pit ponies Gremlin & Robbie 
(pictured right) were the last to work in Wales.  
 
When they retired from Pant-y-gasseg Colliery in Gwent in May 1999 bringing 
to a close the use of pit ponies underground in the Principality. However when 
Pant-y-Gasseg colliery closed the price of coal was £25/ton. Some mines 
owners have kept their working ponies, hoping to one day return to 
production. They see the coal underground as money in their Bank, waiting to 
be withdrawn.   
 
What of the pit ponies?  At the Pit Pony Sanctuary in Pontypridd we just hope 
that the rising wholesale price of coal (currently £150/ton+) does not entice 
some of the traditional pony powered small drift mines back to business 
before something is done to protect them. Do we really have to see pit ponies 
working again before something gets done?   
 
We sent a detailed submission to DEFRA during the consultation process and 
made sure they were aware of the shortcomings of the 1956 Regulations and 
the problems we had observed around the collieries in the 1990’s. Initially the 
Home Office, DEFRA and others said pit ponies would be protected. Now 
they finally admit they will not. They now say they did this quite “deliberately to 
ensure that the Act did not inadvertently ban certain practices involving 
animals” It is difficult to understand why DEFRA would want to preserve the 
working pit pony. During the formation of the 2006 Act DEFRA changed and 
repealed a long list of legislation that they considered would interfere with the 
new Act. Why they left Pit Ponies so vulnerable beggars belief. 
 
Now our tiny little Charity is faced with trying to get some better protection. 
We are contacting parliamentarians’ from both Houses of Parliament to try to 
find a Westminster Champion for the Pit ponies. 
  
In Wales we have asked the Welsh Assembly Government  to amend its 
Equine Welfare Code of Practice and have prepared a petition saying— 

“We the undersigned, call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the 
Welsh Government to include in the Code of Practice for the Welfare of 
Equines that equines should not be utilized underground” 

In Scotland we asked the Scottish Government to amend its Code of Practice 
and have prepared a petition saying we the undersigned— 
  
“call on the Scottish Government to prohibit the use of equines underground”. 
 
In England we have asked the UK Government to ask DEFRA to amend its 
Equine Welfare Code of Practice and have prepared a petition saying— 
  
“We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to Ask DEFRA to amend the 
Welfare of Horses, Ponies, Donkeys and their Hybrids code of practice to say 
‘that equines should not be utilized underground’. 
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Any/all the petitions can be signed online by going to 
www.visitpitponies.co.uk/petition or traditional paper sheets to collect 
signatures can be obtained from the Centre 

Pit Ponies still left dangling over the abyss? 

 

www.pitponies.co.uk  
Short Video available at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=042xrlgDiIg 
 
More information available at; www.visitpitponies.co.uk/horsepower  
6. Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament’s website as 
an e-petition? 
YES 
7. Closing date for e-petition 
28th May 2010 
8. Comments to stimulate on-line discussion 
Do we really have to wait for Pit Ponies to be used again underground before 
we act? 
 


