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1. Name of petitioner 
M. Farnham 
2. Petition title  
Siting of windfarms too close to residential properties 
3. Petition text  
Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
guarantee a minimum separation distance of two kilometres between a wind 
turbine development and any residential property or building, regardless of 
whether they are single dwellings or part of a settlement, to minimise potential 
health, safety and environmental risks. 
4. Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the 
petition 
Matter raised with local councillors and Jackson Carlaw MSP who 
recommended raising a petition. 
 
We carried out detailed literature and internet research to try to get 
independent and unbiased views on health, safety and environmental impacts 
of wind farms. This research confirmed that potential hazards do exist, 
particularly where separation from residential property is less than 2 
kilometres.  
 
We feel that there is only so much we can do to assess what the risks are and 
need the committee to instigate a more thorough review of these risks. 
 
Ref: Google search Health, safety and environmental impacts of windfarms. 
www.ehow.com/list_6005778_impacts-wind-farms-humans.html 
 
Impact of Windfarms on Humans - Chris Dinesen Rogers (eHow.com) 
 
Wind Turbine Syndrome - Dr. Nina Pierpoint (Book published 2009) 
5. Petition background information  
Calls have been made by Dr Chris Hanning and a global petition by European 
Platform Against Windfarms for a ban on granting planning permission for 
industrial wind driven turbines closer than 2kms from residential dwellings 
because of potential health hazards. This seems eminently sensible and 
should be taken up by the Scottish Government. 
 
Ref:1 www.aandc.org/research/wind_community_health.html 
          



2kms already seems to be the standard norm in many European and foreign 
countries to reduce adverse effects of windfarms on local residents. 
 
Health concerns about onshore windfarms well documented, notably with 
regard to extreme stress suffered by some people from inaudible low 
frequency noise which causes a range of other health symptoms/problems. 
Any potential health risk to members of the public must be unacceptable, 
especially to those who have to live nearby. (Ref: Dr Amanda Harry, Dr G. 
Leventhall et al at: www.wind-watch.org/ww-noise-health.php - see the NWW 
Noise and Health page). 
 
Viable offshore options already exist to help Government meet environmental 
targets. We are not at a stage where no safer alternatives exist. No need to 
cram turbines too close to peoples houses. 
 
We are also concerned about the numerous reports and pictures on the 
Internet of turbines in other countries collapsing and going on fire (fires which 
can be virtually uncontrollable due to turbine heights). This adds from a safety 
perspective to the suggested health impacts of turbines being sited too close 
to residential property. 
 
If you Google the key search terms wind farm fires and collapses, you will see 
that there are in excess of 150,000 articles on this issue and this certainly 
represents a large and wide body of evidence on this subject. 
 
A few key articles that the committee may want to consider are: 
 

• An article detailing a dangerous occurrence at the Whitelees wind farm 
in East Renfrewshire, which emphasises why mandatory minimum 2km 
distances between dwellings and wind farms are 
required.www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/science-and-
technology/2010/03/23/scots-wind-farm-shut-after-150ft-turbine-blade-falls-
off-86908-22132234/   

• This site contains a detailed overview of many years of accidents and 
dangerous occurrences at wind farms worldwide. There are 100 pages 
detailing the things that have gone wrong with wind farms, including 
numerous cases where the blades of windmills have come off. There are 
linked sources to most incidents as well , with some hardcopy sources 
www.scribd.com/doc/23856814/Wind-Turbine-Accidents  

• Another recent example of wind farm blades 'cracking' 
www.signonsandiego.com/news/2010/jan/13/damaging-blow/   

• For a graphic demonstration of what can go wrong with windmills and 
just how dangerous it can be to have a windmill near peoples homes 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=wuK7YFhqwWY  
 
There is also a danger emanating from flying ice and debris from turbine 



blades (throws of 1,,600ft recorded in America). This is another reason why 
we feel the Scottish Government should insist on a minimum separation 
distance of 2km. 
 
We also feel, as part of broader guidance that the Scottish Government 
should issue about wind farm developments, that cognisance ought to be 
given to the cumulative impact of too many wind farms in one concentrated 
locality on nature and wildlife population conservancy, and the resulting drop 
in local amenity value to residents. 
 
Once erected, structures will be a visible and permanent feature of the 
landscape for a quarter of a century. Heritage and environment will be 
diminished unless developments carefully controlled. 
 
Local residents have a basic human right to a safe and decent home life and 
should not be over exposed to these sorts of developments by their local 
planning departments. We feel that local residents have the right under the 
European Convention on Human Rights (Article 8 right to private and family 
life) not to have their private life adversely affected by the siting of wind farm 
developments close to residential property. We are concerned that the failure 
to implement safe minimum distances between wind farm developments and 
residential dwellings could pose serious health, safety and environmental 
impacts on local residents.  
 
The statement issued by Jim Mather MSP in January 2009 is inadequate in 
that it still allows proposals within 2km to be judged on a case by case basis. 
Our view is that no such proposal should ever be approved for the reasons 
stated above and the planning policy should be amended accordingly. 
6. Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament’s website as 
an e-petition? 
YES 
7. Closing date for e-petition 
28 May 2010 
 8. Comments to stimulate on-line discussion 
"There is a public perception that wind turbine power is "green" and has no 
detrimental affects on the environment. However, wind turbines make low 
frequency noises that can be dangerous to health”. (Dr. B. Osborne, Royal 
College of General Practitioners). 
 
We suggest that the Government need to set up 'safe zones' around windfarm 
developments that prevent any wind turbine being placed within 2 km of a 
residential property. 
 
We are not seeking to prevent windfarm developments, but instead we are 
seeking to address the concerns of the local population, and to do so by way 
of national guidance from the government. This would help ensure that we 



address the health, safety and environmental impacts of windfarms, which if 
placed too close (less than 2km) to residential properties are thought to be 
detrimental to the welfare of the local population. Given the nature of the 
Scottish countryside, is there any need to put them closer than 2 kilometres to 
anybody’s house? 
 


