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1. Name of petitioner 
Patrick Scott Hogg 
2. Petition title  
Erection of statue of Thomas Muir  
3. Petition text  
Calling on the Scottish Parliament to support the erection of a statue of 
Thomas Muir (1765-1799) in the vicinity of the Parliament building or at an 
appropriate place on the Royal Mile.
4. Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the 
petition 
I have contacted various key personnel and I am now in the process of setting 
up a committee who would manage the project of raising a statue to Thomas 
Muir. Councillors from Edinburgh City Council, Glasgow City Council and East 
Dunbartonshire have all come forward to volunteer to sit on the committee 
along with my local MSP, Jamie Hepburn.  
 
I have already got support from Edinburgh councillors that they would support 
the idea of a statue to Muir as long as proper planning is sought via the 
planning department and Jamie Hepburn MSP has written to the planning 
department to get this endorsed in principle. 
5. Petition background information  
It is appropriate to raise a statue to one of Scotland’s sadly neglected heroes, 
the leader of the Scottish pro-democracy group The Friends of the People in 
1792-3, Thomas Muir (1765-1799), Advocate, who was the leading 
spokesperson of the first pro-democracy group in Scotland and arguably the 
Founding Father of modern Scottish Democracy. 
 
The statue, if endorsed, should be raised within the grounds of the Scottish 
Parliament or at an appropriate place on the Royal Mile in Edinburgh, given 
that Thomas Muir may fairly be described by historians as the first national 
leader for democratic reform in Scotland but sadly the pioneering democratic 
visionary Thomas Muir and his struggle for reform is largely unknown to most 
modern Scots.   



Today, history teaches our children about the struggle for democracy by the 
Chartists, the Tollpuddle Martyrs and the Suffragettes. Strangely, though, Muir 
and the rise of the Friends of the People in Scotland are largely unknown to 
most modern Scots, although their activities laid the foundation for all future 
agitation towards democratic progress.  
 
Muir and Robert Burns were contemporaries. Many of the ideals Burns 
expresses in A Man’s A Man For A’ That are ideals Thomas Muir expressed 
and bravely made public while Burns himself cautiously left his song unsigned 
when it was first printed in 1795. Burns’ great anthem for democratic rights 
was rightly sung at the opening of the Scottish parliament. Both Muir and 
Burns were democratic visionaries. Muir attended the University of Glasgow 
from the age of 10 years and graduated with an MA at the age of 17 years: he 
was an Advocate in Law at the age of 22 years – clearly, a prodigy of Scottish 
Enlightenment education. As the leading voice of reform in Scotland, Muir 
suffered persecution and ultimately transportation for ‘sedition’ for advocating 
democratic principles in Scotland when the Pitt-Dundas government feared 
democratic ideals as a threat to the status quo. As a national figure 
associated with the ideals of democracy, Muir was essentially a democrat who 
believed in ‘the people’ when the majority were not allowed to vote.  
 
By supporting the erection of a statue of Thomas Muir on its grounds or in its 
vicinity, the Scottish Parliament would be redressing wrongs of the past and a 
travesty of justice to elevate Muir’s legacy where it truly belongs historically. 
Muir himself hoped that future generations would obtain democracy and look 
back and correct the judgement passed on him. He  said at his trial for 
sedition that he was opposed to any form of political violence or insurrection 
and preached against ‘sedition’: 
 
‘I warned the people of that crime, exhorted them to adopt none but measures 
which were constitutional, and entreated them to connect liberty with 
knowledge and both with morality."  
 
Muir believed in constitutional reform although he was labelled a troublemaker 
and ringleader of democrats in Scotland. As a lawyer he defended himself at 
his trial in 1793 and concluded: 

‘I have devoted myself to the cause of The People. It is a good cause - it shall 
ultimately prevail - it shall finally triumph’.  

This petition asks the Scottish Parliament to support the process by which 
Muir joins the pantheon of Scottish historical heroes whose actions were 
selfless and motivated for the general good of the nation. While his legacy 
might be construed by some as that of a ‘left wing’ revolutionary, such a tag is 
inappropriate to the period he lived through. To demand reform or ‘the rights 
of man’ in the Feudal  paranoia of the 1790’s was fighting talk and terrified the 



governing elites who feared the worst exesses of the French Revolution of 
1789 might eventually spread to Britain. Reformers, consequently, were 
unjustifiably branded dangerous extremists.  

Although a large obelisk monument to the Scottish reformers of Muir’s 
generation does exist at Carlton Hill Edinburgh, erected in 1844, no statue of 
Thomas Muir has ever been erected in Scotland. A martyrs gate and cairn 
have been erected at Huntershill, near Glasgow, by John Watson and partly 
funded by East Dunbartonshire Council who have started a working group on 
Thomas Muir. A bust of Thomas Muir has been created by the talented 
national sculptor Alexander Stoddart and is on view at Bishopbriggs library. 
Given Alexander Stoddart’s existing work on Muir and his fantastic statue to 
the great scholar Adam Smith, Stoddart would be the ideal sculptor, if free 
and available, to create a statue of Muir if the Parliament agree to endorse, in 
principle, raising a statue to Thomas Muir. 

Modern writers and singers have already started culturally to redress the 
balance to acknowledge the importance of Thomas Muir in Scottish history: 
these include the historian Michael Donnelly of Glasgow who has written a 
biographical study of Muir. A larger biographical study has been written by 
Hector MacMillan. The Glasgow songwriter Adam McNaughton has written a 
song about Muir, recorded by the leading folk lyricist Dick Gaughan. Having 
rightly celebrated Robert Burns’ democratic ideals, the time may have arrived 
where we can, with hindsight, without prejudice and bias, appreciate the 
principled democratic vision of Thomas Muir, whose ‘crime’ of sedition was to 
campaign for constitutional democratic rights for all. The appropriate place, 
arguably, for a statue to Thomas Muir would surely be within the grounds or 
even within, the new Scottish Parliament given he was the leading 
spokesperson of the Scottish Friends of the People. By endorsing this petition 
the Scottish Government may help tol embrace a special homecoming for the 
legacy of its pioneering radical son Thomas Muir, after 217 years, as the 
Founding Father of modern Scottish Democracy. 
 
The kernel of this petition is that it is a non-party political request and that 
there exists a variety of interest groups with an interest in the legacy of 
Thomas Muir as a historical figure. Muir was born in the High Street in 
Glasgow and his family had lands at Huntershill, Bishopbriggs: hence 
Glasgow City Council and East Dumbartonshire Council might have a relevant 
interest in his legacy. The Faculty of Advocates might also wish to have some 
input as he was a member of the Faculty. Hence, support for the principle of 
erecting a statue in Edinburgh at the Scottish Parliament to Thomas Muir is an 
issue that runs across the spectrum of party politics. 
6. Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament’s website as 
an e-petition? 
YES  
7. Closing date for e-petition 



12 April 2010 
8. Comments to stimulate on-line discussion 
Why is the history of Thomas Muir and the struggle of the Friends of the 
People during the 1790’s not taught in the history curriculum of Scottish 
schools? Everyone learns about the Chartists, Tollpuddle Martyrs and the 
Suffragettes, but the Scottish Friends of the People and Thomas Muir are 
largely unknown. 
 
Should the history of the Friends of the People be taught in Scottish schools?  
 
Is Thomas Muir the right sort of person to be a Scottish icon? He simply 
advocated peaceful constitutional reform. 
 
Was he a ‘revolutionary’ because he believed in universal suffrage?  
 
Was he simply a constitutional reformer who was opposed to breaking the 
law?  
 
Was he guilty of ‘sedition’ at all? What was sedition during the 1790’s? Why 
was Muir sentenced to 14 years transportation if ‘sedition’ was simply created 
to get rid of democrats? Was he really the ‘Demon of Mischief’ as he was 
labelled by a judge, or a reformer who was set up and unfairly tried? 
 
Is it correct to see Muir and Robert Burns as democratic visionaries? 
  
Would Thomas Muir have been dealt with more leniently if the Dean of 
Faculty, Henry Erskine, had defended him in court? The Dean offered to do 
so but Muir declined. 
 
Muir wanted the vote for everyone: does that make him a revolutionary? Or 
was he tarred and feathered for his radical views? 
 
Should there be a statue to Thomas Muir and if not, why not? 
If there is to be a statue of Thomas Muir, where should it be erected and why? 
 
 


	 

