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(For official use only) 
PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE1323 

 
1. Name of petitioner 
Syed Ali Naqvi on behalf of the Scottish Shia Muslims 
2. Petition title  
Community centres for the Scottish Shia Muslims 
3. Petition text  
Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
encourage and facilitate the creation of community centres dedicated for 
Scottish Shia Muslims.  
4. Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the 
petition 
Local Scottish Shia Muslim community leaders in Glasgow liaised with the late 
Mr Bashir Ahmad (first elected Scottish Asian MSP) on this matter. He was 
very kind and receptive to the idea but we did not have a conclusive response 
which could finally resolve it therefore we want to address this matter to the 
Scottish Parliament.  
 
We hope that we will be provided an opportunity with the help of this petition 
to call on the policy and decision makers of Scotland. 
5. Petition background information  
We call on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
encourage and facilitate the creation of community centre dedicated for 
Scottish Shia Muslims. These will be for Shia Muslims living in Scotland 
particularly with South Asian heritage which is the largest ethnic minority of 
Scotland. The Scottish Shia Muslims do not have any proper dedicated 
community centre in the whole of Scotland which could provide them a space 
where they can perform their social and religious performances which is their 
fundamental right in a democratic country like Scotland. 
 
The Scottish Shia Muslims are proud Scotsmen and women and they are 
devoted and dedicated to serve the Scottish society. This centre will provide a 
platform for the patriotic citizens of Scotland to integrate and co-ordinate 
which will positively contribute to the prosperity of their country.  
 
The community centres will have a diversified role. They will provide an 
opportunity to promote the moral values, education, harmony and peace. 
They will bridge the gap between the various schools of thoughts and put 
forward the true picture of Islam which teaches justice, human rights, love and 
embracing the people from different faiths and backgrounds and condemning 
any kind of violence. 
 
This has been seen in contemporary Britain that some preachers of hatred 
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hijacked the minds and emotions of young Muslims for their heinous plans. 
However the Scottish Shia Muslims can assure you that community centres 
would positively utilize the energies of the youth and provide responsible 
peace loving members to the society. Therefore this kind of community centre 
is a necessity from a very wider perspective. 
 
Scottish Shia Muslims also like to appreciate the efforts of Scottish 
Government for their services for all ethnic minorities living in Scotland by 
considering diversity as the beauty of this country. We believe that this is our 
moral and social responsibility to serve our country and Scottish Shia Muslims 
have been try their best to do so is last few decades in the best of their 
capacity. These community centres will provide a platform to those who are 
dedicated to the progress of Scotland in modern world. 
 
We hope that this petition would be considered by the policy makers and 
positive actions would be taken by the Scottish Parliament and Government in 
near future. 
6. Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament’s website as 
an e-petition? 
YES  
7. Closing date for e-petition 
31 March 2010 
8. Comments to stimulate on-line discussion 
People from various backgrounds and faiths should have a positive 
contribution to the Scottish society. We need such platforms which can help to 
utilize the potential of all communities and to achieve the objective of wider 
social good. We need such community centres which can provide an 
orientation on these lines. 
 


