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(For official use only) 
PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE1294 

 
1. Name of petitioner 
Allan Petrie on behalf of the RealJustice4Brandon Campaign Group 
2. Petition title  
Safe guardian law (child protection legislation) 
3. Petition text  
Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
implement a ‘Safe Guardian’ law to allow family members to care for children 
who may be ‘at risk’. 
4. Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the 
petition 
We have undertaken a consultation on line through the social networking site 
Bebo. We have also sent a copy of our proposals to the leaders of all the 
parties within the Scottish Parliament, as well as the Independent Member.  
Our proposals are in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of the child in 
particular Article 3. Reports throughout Scotland also show pressure on foster 
care service and our proposals would ease that pressure and financial burden 
on social services. 
5. Petition background information  
What is the background to your petition? What has given rise to it? Why 
is it needed? 
HMI reports throughout Scotland are showing major problems within the child 
protection system. There is also a shortage of foster carers in Scotland and a 
funding crisis through out the public service. These problems have put 
increased pressure on the front line service personnel within the child 
protection teams and too many children are not being assessed on just their 
needs but on what can be done with the limited resources available to the 
protection team at the time of assessment. 
 
What action(s) do you wish taken and why? 
1. Immediate action that can be taken: As soon as a child has been referred 
to social services for suspected abuse/neglect, members of the extended 
family i.e. grandparents, uncles, aunts elder brothers, sisters not living in the 
family home should be criminal record checked and an agreed safe guardian 
appointed to enable the fast, safe and least traumatic removal of the child into 
a safe zone but still within the family system if the need arises. That is, if 
police, social worker or health worker believe that the child has been abused 
between visits or they believe the child is in imminent danger. The child would 
remain in the care of the safe guardian whom would have parental rights and 
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responsibilities for the child until the case has been brought before the courts. 
 
2. Longer term solutions. Any parent to be, who are known to be users of 
illegal drugs must be given help to come off their addiction and be monitored 
during pregnancy if they are not drug free at birth the child should be removed 
and put into the care of a safe guardian as above. If they are drug free they 
should be monitored for a further 2 years with random drug tests taken place 
during this time. 
 
Whilst in the care of a safe guardian the parents will have regular supervised 
contact with the child as an incentive to beat their habit but under no 
circumstances are they permitted to have unsupervised contact whilst still 
addicted to illegal drugs. Those who have been convicted of drug related 
crimes should have the addiction aspect placed on their medical records to 
insure that when pregnancy does occur the health authorities can be aware of 
the drugs issue. 
 
We have investigated our proposals and were surprised that no such law 
seems exists anywhere. If our proposals where to be taken on then this would 
be another area in which the Scottish Parliament being the youngest 
Parliaments in the world yet again leading the way. 
 
Our web address is www.Bebo.com/RealJustice4Brandon 
 
What questions would you like the Public Petitions Committee to ask 
and of whom? 
• How many children are living in at risk situations with people who are 

accused of abuse/neglect to them? 
• How many Foster carers are readily available to receive children in an 

emergency? 
• How many extended family members have been forced to hand a child 

back to a parent/carer who has been accused of abuse due to the family 
member not having legal rights to custody of the child? 

 
We believe the head of child protection in Scotland should be able to answer 
these questions. 
6. Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament’s website as 
an e-petition? 
YES  
7. Closing date for e-petition 
16 November 2009 
8. Comments to stimulate on-line discussion 
The death of Dundee child Brandon Lee Muir raised a number of questions 
relating to the efficiency of the child protection system to save children from 
abuse/neglect. 
 
Weeks prior to Brandon’s death his maternal grandparents took unlawful 
custody of him and raised concerns about his welfare to social services but 
were instead forced to hand him back into the hands of his alleged abusers or 
face possible prosecution. This was done despite social workers saying 
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Brandon would be better staying with his grandparents. 
 
Our proposal would have given the grandparents the legal right to keep 
Brandon until the suspected abuse/neglect was fully investigated and would 
have saved his life. 
 


