
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

AGENDA

3rd Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)

Tuesday 18 February 2003

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 1.

1. Items in private: The Committee will decide whether to take items 5 and 6 in
private.

2. Subordinate Legislation: Des McNulty, MSP (Deputy Minister for Social Justice)
to move a motion on the following affirmative instrument—

The Housing Support Grant (Scotland) Order 2003 (draft).

3. Subordinate Legislation: The Committee will consider the following negative
instrument—

The Housing Revenue Account General Fund Contribution Limits (Scotland)
Order 2003, (SSI 2003/54)

4. Draft legacy paper: The Committee will consider its draft legacy paper.

5. Licensing of houses in multiple occupation: The Committee will consider a
draft report on Mandatory Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs).

6. Draft annual report: The Committee will consider its draft annual report for the
Parliamentary year 12 May 2002 to 26 March 2003.

Jim Johnston
Clerk to the Committee

Tel. 0131 348 5211
email: james.johnston@scottish.parliament.uk

***********************



The following papers relate to the meeting:

Agenda Item 2

Briefing note on The Housing Support Grant (Scotland) Order 2003 (draft) SJ/03/3/2
Subordinate Legislation Committee 12th Report 2003 [EXTRACT] SL/03/12R

Agenda Item 3

Briefing note on The Housing Revenue Account General Fund Contribution
Limits (Scotland) Order 2003, (SSI 2003/54)

SJ/03/3/3

Agenda Item 4

Draft Legacy paper SJ/03/3/4

Agenda Item 5

Draft report on mandatory Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation
[PRIVATE]

SJ/03/3/5 (P)

Agenda Item 6

Draft annual report [PRIVATE] SJ/03/3/6 (P)

http://www.scotland-legislation.hmso.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2003/20030054.htm
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SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

18 February 2003
Scottish Statutory Instrument

The Housing Support Grant (Scotland) Order 2003 (draft)

1. The Housing Support Grant (Scotland) Order 2003, was laid on 29 January 2003,
and is subject to affirmative procedure. Under Rule 10.6 any Member of the
Scottish Executive may by motion propose to the lead committee that the
instrument be approved. Under the affirmative procedure the SSI must secure a
recommendation of approval by the lead committee.

2. The Subordinate Legislation Committee, in the attached report, determined that
the attention of the Parliament need not be drawn to the instrument.

3. The Order fixes for the year 2003-2004 the aggregate amount of the housing
support grants payable to some local authorities under section 191 of the
Housing (Scotland) Act 1987.

4. The Committee is required to report by 3 March 2003.

Jim Johnston
Clerk to the Committee



Subordinate Legislation Committee

Remit and Membership

Remit:

The remit of the Committee is to consider and report on—

(a) (i) subordinate legislation which is laid before the Parliament;

(ii) any Scottish Statutory Instrument not laid before the Parliament but
classified as general according to its subject matter;

and, in particular, to determine whether the attention of the Parliament should be
drawn to any of the matters mentioned in Rule 10.3.1;

(b) proposed powers to make subordinate legislation in particular Bills or other
proposed legislation;

(c) general questions relating to powers to make subordinate legislation; and

(d) whether any proposed delegated powers in particular Bills or other legislation
should be expressed as a power to make subordinate legislation.

(Standing Orders of the Scottish Parliament Rule 6.11)

Membership:

Bill Butler
Colin Campbell
Brian Fitzpatrick
Murdo Fraser
Gordon Jackson QC
Ian Jenkins (Deputy Convener)
Margo MacDonald (Convener)

Committee Clerks:

Alasdair Rankin
Steve Farrell
Alistair Fleming
Joanne Clinton
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SP Paper 766 Session 1 (2003)1

Subordinate Legislation Committee

12th Report 2003 [EXTRACT]

Subordinate Legislation

The Committee reports to the Parliament as follows—

1. At its meeting on 4th February the Committee determined that the attention of
the Parliament need not be drawn to the instruments listed in the annexe to this
report.

2. The report is also addressed to the following committees as the lead
committees for the instruments specified:

Justice 1 The Advice and Assistance (Financial Conditions)
(Scotland) Regulations 2003, (draft)
The Civil Legal Aid (Financial Conditions) (Scotland)
Regulations 2003, (draft)
The Advice and Assistance (Assistance by Way of
Representation) (Scotland) Regulations 2003, (draft)
SSI 2003/49

Justice 2 Child Support Appeals (Jurisdiction of Courts)
(Scotland) Order 2003, (draft)
SSI 2003/50

Social Justice Housing Support Grant (Scotland) Order 2003, (draft)
Local Government Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Act

2000 (Modification of Enactments) Order 2003, (draft)



Subordinate Legislation Committee 12th Report 2003 - Appendix
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Annexe

Draft instruments subject to approval

Housing Support Grant (Scotland) Order 2003, (draft)
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SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

18 February 2003
Scottish Statutory Instrument

The Housing Revenue Account General Fund Contribution Limits (Scotland)
Order 2003, (SSI 2003/54)

1. The Housing Revenue Account General Fund Contribution Limits (Scotland)
Order 2003, was laid on 4 February 2003, and is subject to negative procedure.
That is, it comes into force on 17 March 2003 and will remain in force, unless it is
annulled by the Parliament within 40 days of being laid before the Parliament, i.e.
by 15 March 2003.

2. The Subordinate Legislation Committee considered the instrument at its meeting
on 11 February and agreed that it had nothing to report. The Subordinate
Legislation Committee’s Report will be sent electronically to members in advance
of the meeting on 18 February. Spare copies will also be available at the meeting.

3. This Order provides that local authorities may not include in their estimates for
the year 2003-2004 any contribution from their general fund to their housing
revenue account.

4. The Committee is required to report by 10 March 2003.

Jim Johnston
Clerk to the Committee
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Social Justice Committee

18 February 2003

Legacy Paper

1. The Committee agreed at its meeting on 15 January 2003 to publish a legacy
paper summarising the work which it has carried out during the first parliamentary
session and to identify issues from its work which remain outstanding.

2. The Committee is invited to consider the attached draft and to agree that the final
version is published on the Committee web page.

Jim Johnston
Clerk to the Social Justice Committee
February 2003
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Social Justice Committee

18 February 2003

Draft Legacy Paper

DRAFT – SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE LEGACY PAPER

Introduction

1. The aim of this paper is to summarise the work which the Social Justice
Committee has carried out during the current parliamentary session and to
identify issues from its work which remain outstanding.

2. However, the Committee wishes to emphasise that the paper, in no way, is
intended to bind any subsequent Committee with a similar remit to particular
courses of action.

Background

3. The Social Justice Committee is one of the nine Subject Committees of the
Scottish Parliament. Formerly the Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector
Committee its remit was changed by resolution of the Parliament on 14
December 2000, with effect from 8 January 2001. Its remit is to consider and
report on matters relating to housing and the voluntary sector and such other
related matters as fall within the responsibility of the Minister for Social Justice.

Activity in the first session

4. The Committee has sought to carry out its remit through a variety of working
practices.  In doing so, the Committee has sought to consult widely and to
engage with many organisations and individuals across a wide spectrum of
issues.  The bulk of the work of the Committee has been as follows:

� Committee Inquiries
� Scrutiny of Primary Legislation
� Scrutiny of Subordinate Legislation
� Post-enactment Scrutiny
� Scrutiny of the Budget Process
� Response to Executive Consultations
� Consideration of Petitions
� Civic Participation Event
� Fact-finding Visits
� Informal Briefings/Seminars



SJ/03/3/4

Committee Inquiries

5. The Committee carried out 5 substantial inquiries during Parliament’s first
session:

� The principles and practice of housing stock transfer and effective
community ownership;

� The link between drug misuse and deprived communities;
� An inquiry into the state of the voluntary sector in Scotland;
� The issue of community representation and engagement in the social

inclusion process;
� An inquiry on the first year of the mandatory licensing of houses in multiple

occupation in Scotland.

Housing Stock Transfer

6. In the autumn of 1999 the Committee agreed to look at the principles and
workings of housing stock transfer.  It undertook a wide-ranging inquiry, with
evidence taken from the Scottish Executive, local authorities, housing
associations, lenders, voluntary organisations, trade unions and tenants.  The
Committee published its Report in July 2000.

Drug Misuse and Deprived Communities

7. The Committee explored the links between drug misuse and social deprivation.
The evidence received by the Committee revealed that no matter the size or
location of communities, there is a clear link between drug misuse and social
deprivation, and this has been increasing across Scotland for the last 10 years.
Organisations the Committee took evidence from included local authorities,
Police, Prisons, Drug Addiction Teams (DATs) and the Scottish Drugs Forum.
The Committee’s report made a number of recommendations regarding:

� community regeneration
� engaging communities
� treatment and care for people with serious drug problems
� rehabilitation
� female drug users
� criminal justice

The Voluntary Sector

8. The Committee launched an inquiry into the voluntary sector in June 2001 in
order to provide a “snapshot” of the voluntary sector.  The inquiry looked at a
breadth of issues that affect the voluntary sector in Scotland, including the
relationship with central and local government, funding, infrastructure, regulation
and direct service provision.  The Committee published its report in March 2002,
and recognised that the inquiry had been driven by the sector itself and therefore
concluded that there needed wider consultation from statutory agencies in any
further inquiries.  As noted in paragraph 46 below the Committee undertook a
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number of fact-finding visits as part of this inquiry which were highly useful in
gaining a wide-range of views among the voluntary sector throughout Scotland.

9. The Committee made a series of recommendations to the Scottish Executive with
the aim of simplifying the processes under which the voluntary sector worked.
The Scottish Executive published a review of funding to the voluntary sector1

following a consultation exercise, and adopted several of the Committee
recommendations.

10. The Executive published its response to the McFadden Commission Report into
charity law reform2 in December 2002.  It is unlikely there will be any further
developments until the next session of Parliament. This is an area of work which
the incoming Committee may wish to be involved in.

Social Inclusion Process

11. During the social inclusion inquiry the Committee undertook a three-phase
programme to consider the social inclusion agenda. The Committee agreed to
investigate in further detail a key issue raised during the first two phases –
community representation and engagement in the social inclusion process.
External research was commissioned and the final report, Setting the Priorities –
Effective Community Engagement in the Social Inclusion Process was completed
in May 2002.

12. The Committee invited the Scottish Executive to consider this inquiry specifically
in the context of the ongoing evaluation of social inclusion partnerships and the
development of the regeneration statement Better Communities in Scotland:
Closing the Gap.  At the end of 2002 the Executive issued a more detailed plan of
how it would take forward the actions outlined in Closing the Gap and published
the Community Regeneration Statement: Implementation of Action Plan.  One of
the key priorities of this statement is “to make sure that individuals and
communities have the social capital - the skills, confidence, networks and
resources - to take advantage of and increase the opportunities open to them.”3

13. The Committee also invited a number of people from different backgrounds to an
‘open-space’ event.  The event considered the issues arising in areas of high
unemployment, poor health, poor housing, low skills, high crime and family
breakdown.

Houses in Multiple Occupation

14. Following the approval of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Licensing of
Houses in Multiple Occupation) Order 2000, the Committee received a
submission from the Abbeyfield Society for Scotland Ltd calling for consideration

                                           
1 Scottish Executive (2002) “Review of Funding for the Voluntary Sector – Direct Funding from the
Scottish Executive”
2 Scottish Executive (2002) “Charity Regulation in Scotland – the Scottish Executive’s Response to
the Report of the Scottish Charity Law Review Commission (McFadden)”
3 Scottish Executive (2002) “Community Regeneration Statement: Implementation of Action Plan”
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to be given to the implications of the Order on social housing providers.  In
October 2000 the Committee agreed to undertake an inquiry into the area and
took evidence from a wide range of organisations, including the Scottish
Executive, local authorities, social care providers and universities.

15. The Committee published an interim report in December 2001, which, whilst
supporting the need for a statutory regulation of houses in multiple occupancy,
was concerned that the regulations were not effectively tackling problematic
landlords, and that those who were suffering most under the scheme were the
conscientious landlords.  The Committee recommended that the Scottish
Executive consider further the regulations and other possible measures that
could be taken in tackling unscrupulous landlords and that the list of exemptions
be extended to include public sector organisations.

16. The Executive responded by commissioning research4 into the first year of the
scheme.  This concluded that a combination of problems in the first year had
made a case for some amendments to be made to ensure the scheme better
achieved its original objectives.  The Committee then agreed to hear evidence
from the researcher and the Deputy Minister for Social Justice.  This was heard
on 29 January 2003.  The Scottish Executive said they would review all the
available information on how the scheme was progressing and would bring
forward proposals to improve the programme.

17. The Committee also responded to the Executive’s consultation on exemptions
from the scheme.  A number of organisations, including all local authorities were
asked for their views.  The Committee concluded that the evidence received did
not indicate widespread support for changes to the current scheme.  However
most respondents argued that co-ownership HMOs should be exempt.

18. The Committee will publish a final report on HMOs before dissolution.  The
incoming Committee may wish to continue to monitor the effectiveness of the
implementation of the scheme.

Scrutiny of primary Legislation

19. The Committee also carried out detailed scrutiny work of the following primary
legislation:

� Housing (Scotland) Bill
� Debt Arrangement and Attachment (Scotland) Bill
� Homelessness etc. (Scotland) Bill
� Family Homes and Homelessness (Scotland) Bill
� Mortgage Rights (Scotland) Bill
� Building (Scotland) Bill

                                           
4 Scottish Executive Social Research (2002) “A Review of the First Year of the Mandatory Licensing
of Houses in Multiple Occupation in Scotland”
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Housing (Scotland) Bill

20. In July 2000, the Scottish Executive published its consultation document on a
proposed Housing Bill5.  Following this consultation period the Executive
introduced the Housing (Scotland) Bill to Parliament.  In the summer of 2000 the
Committee issued a call for evidence regarding the proposals, and undertook a
substantial inquiry from interested parties.  The Committee recommended the
general principles of the Bill to Parliament but identified a number of concerns in
its report, which it sought to have resolved as the Bill moved through its various
legislative stages.

21. One area that the Committee did raise concerns about was that the Bill
concentrated on the social rented sector, and had no provisions for the private
rented or owner occupier sectors, where there were significant quality issues
requiring consideration.  However, they welcomed the establishment of the
Housing Improvement Task Force in December 2000.  The Task Force split its
work into two stages.  The first, “Issues in Improving Quality in Private Housing”
resulted in a Report being published in March 2002.  It has now moved on to
stage 2, where it is considering the possible solutions to the problems identified in
stage 1 and a report is due to be published by the Executive shortly.  This is an
area of work which the incoming Committee may wish to look at.

Debt Arrangement and Attachment (Scotland) Bill

22. The Debt Arrangement and Attachment (Scotland) Bill (SP Bill 52) was
introduced in the Parliament on 7 May 2002.  The Bill was brought forward
following the passing of the Members Bill to abolish poindings and warrant sales.
The Social Justice Committee was selected as the lead Committee in
consideration of the Bill and undertook an extensive enquiry for its Stage 1
Report.  It received a substantial amount of written and oral evidence, and noted
the considerable amount of support the Bill had received.  Whilst requesting
clarification on a number of points, the Committee recommended that the general
principles of the Bill be approved by Parliament.

23. In considering the Bill at Stage 1 the Committee noted that much of the details of
the Debt Arrangement Scheme (DAS) would be introduced by subordinate
legislation and urged the Executive to implement the scheme at the earliest
opportunity.  However, the Committee notes with some concern that the scheme
has not yet been introduced and suggests that the incoming Committee may wish
to monitor progress as to the content and introduction of the DAS.

Homelessness etc (Scotland) Bill

24. The Committee had already considered the issues associated with homelessness
in its Stage 1 scrutiny of the Mortgage Rights (Scotland) Bill, the Family Homes
and Homelessness (Scotland) Bill and the Housing (Scotland) Bill.  The

                                           
5 Scottish Executive (2000) “Better Homes for Scotland’s Communities: The Executive’s Proposals for
the Housing Bill”
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Homelessness etc. (Scotland) Bill arose from the recommendations of the
Homelessness Task Force. The Bill proposed changing the local authority tests
for homeless applications. These changes included the expansion of priority need
by 2012, replacing the duty of a local authority to investigate whether an
individual is intentionally homeless with a power to do so, suspending local
connection and changes to repossession and eviction orders.

25. The Committee supported the general principles of the Bill. However, both the
Committee and several witnesses voiced concern that the financial implications
of the Bill remained unclear.  Therefore the Committee was keen for the
Parliament to continue monitoring the implementation of the Bill through post
enactment scrutiny.

Building (Scotland) Bill

26. The Committee also acted as a secondary Committee in its consideration of the
Building (Scotland) Bill.  The Committee reported to the Transport and
Environment Committee in relation to fuel poverty and sustainable development
issues arising from the Bill.

Scrutiny of Subordinate Legislation

27. The Committee has considered 30 Scottish Statutory Instruments in the
Parliamentary Session 1999 – 2003.

Post-Enactment Scrutiny

28. One of the most innovative aspects of the Committee’s work in the first session
was to commit itself to a programme of post-enactment scrutiny of the Housing
(Scotland) Act 2001.  The Committee commissioned research from the University
of Glasgow which is intended to provide a framework within which the Committee
can continue its scrutiny.  Stage 1 of the research seeks to identify the aims and
objectives of the Act and its individual components.

29. Stages 2 and 3 of the research develops indicators which could be used to
monitor implementation of the Act.  The Committee has also received a response
from the Executive in relation to the issue of particular gaps in the data collection
process and this is an area which the incoming Committee may wish to return to.

30. In relation to post-enactment scrutiny of the Housing Act the Committee received
a submission from the Scottish Council for Single Homeless which argued that
‘due to an oversight’ in the passage of the Bill, local authority tenants and RSL
tenants living in shared dwellings now have fewer rights than before 30
September 2002.  The Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive to
seek their views on the matter before deciding upon any future action and again
this is an issue which a future Committee may wish to address.

31. The Committee is mindful that much of this work is long-term and, therefore, in
publishing the research on a monitoring strategy simply wishes to provide a
toolbox which future Social Justice Committees may wish to utilise.
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Scrutiny of the Budget Process

32. Between January and May of 2002, the Social Justice Committee held a
substantial inquiry into the Budget Process 2003-04.  During this process, the
Committee took evidence from a number of individuals and organisations.

33. The Committee concentrated on the following areas:

� Transparency Issues
� Housing Issues
� Voluntary Sector Issues
� Social Inclusion Issues

34. In May 2002 the Committee published its “Budget Process 2003-04 Stage 1
Report to the Finance Committee”, and made several recommendations to which
the Executive responded in August 2002.  Due to dissolution there will be no
Stage 1 of the Budget process in 2003 but the incoming Committee may wish to
follow up these recommendations and the Executive’s response when it begins
its Stage 2 consideration of the budget process 2004-5.  In particular, the
incoming Committee may wish to consider the issue of transparency in relation to
how resources are allocated to the Executive’s social justice agenda.

Response to Executive Consultations

35. As well as responding to the Executive consultation on exemptions to HMOs the
Committee also responded to the Executive consultation on its Scottish Fuel
Poverty statement.  The Committee heard oral evidence and took written
evidence from a number of organisations across a number of themes:
sustainability and consumer issues and implementation and provision issues.

36. The Committee welcomed the Executive’s commitment to eradicating fuel poverty
by 2016 but made a number of recommendations in relation to delivering on this
commitment and the incoming Committee may wish to consider continuing to
monitor progress in relation to tackling fuel poverty.  In particular, the incoming
Committee may wish to consider the issue in the context of the work of the
Housing Improvement task Force.

Consideration of Petitions

37. The Committee considered 23 petitions during the first session of the Parliament.
These included petitions relating to housing stock transfer, fuel poverty and the
provision of fee and independent advice services.

Civic Participation Event

38. An Open Space Event, "What are the issues and Opportunities facing Scotland's
Excluded Communities?" was held in March 2001. Ninety participants, from a
range of community organisations directly involved in the delivery of the social
justice programme, attended the event. Workshops were held based on an
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agenda set by the participants. It concluded with a feedback session and voting
on the priorities by participants. The clear top priority was income adequacy.
Second and third priorities were long-term funding of programmes with long-term
vision and child poverty. The event also demonstrated to the Committee the
importance of involving communities in setting the policy priorities, in decision
making and in social inclusion initiatives generally.

Other Methods of Working

Oral and Written Evidence

39. The Committee has made use of a variety of evidence gathering techniques.  The
formal committee meeting in public has been the method used most often.
Within this method the Committee has often adopted a panel approach to hearing
evidence in order to maximise the range of evidence in the time available.  The
Committee has also regularly invited written evidence in carrying out its work.

Informal briefings/seminars

40. Often the Committee has found it useful to meet with organisations, groups and
individuals to discuss issues of mutual interest outwith a formal Committee
meeting. These informal briefings/seminars provide another avenue for the
committee to assimilate information and engage with stakeholders.

41. The Committee met with COSLA on two occasions to discuss items of mutual
interest, including HMOs, Housing Finance and money advice provision.  The
Committee also held informal meetings with the New Opportunities Fund and with
Communities Scotland and received a briefing from the Executive on the work of
the Housing Improvement Task Force.

42. Following a meeting with the Communities Against Poverty (CAP) Network
Steering Group on 27 April 2000 it was proposed that the committee meet with
CAP for a series of meetings. The Committee met with CAP on four occasions
between 11 September 2000 and 8 May 2002. CAP is an active network of
community groups and individuals across Scotland involved in anti-poverty
action. These meetings were generally viewed as being positive and useful and
allowed CAP to inform the Committee’s thinking on a number of issues, including
Fuel Poverty, Child Poverty, Community Representation and Social Inclusion
Partnerships (SIPs), Older People and Poverty.

43. The Committee met with the Moderator of the Church of Scotland and received a
briefing on the impact of the church in building up "social capital" in Scottish
communities. The Committee also received a briefing from Dr Peter Kenway of
the New Policy Institute, on a report from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation –
Monitoring poverty and social exclusion in Scotland. Many of the issues
discussed could provide any future Committee with a focus for further discussion
and inquiry.

44. Generally, the Committee has found seminars and briefings a useful supplement
to its formal meetings.
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Fact-finding visits

45. During the course of an inquiry the Committee has on 3 occasions found it useful
to ally the process of taking oral and written evidence with fact-finding visits.
During the Committee Inquiry into Drugs Misuse and Deprived Communities in
2000, Committee members undertook visits to Grampian, Fife, Ayrshire,
Edinburgh, Glasgow and Dublin in order to gain more direct experience of the
problems facing families and communities.

46. As part of its consideration of Petition PE242 on asylum seekers the Committee
undertook a visit to premises at Red Road in Glasgow on 11 December 2000,
where a number of asylum seekers were then temporarily housed.

47. During the Inquiry into the Voluntary Sector in 2001 Committee members
undertook visits to the eight Scottish Parliamentary regions to meet with a broad
range of local voluntary sector and volunteering groups.  Visits were also
organised to projects ranging from advice centres, respite care centres, youth
projects, lifelong learning centres and transport initiatives.  The purpose of the
visits was for Members to get as full a picture as possible of the diversity of the
sector, as well as an idea what issues it faces, and what its current priorities are.

Advisers

48. The Committee has utilised specialist advisers only sparingly.  For example,
during its inquiry into drug misuse and deprived communities, in relation to its
scrutiny of the 2002/3 budget process and during its inquiry on Housing Stock
Transfer. The use of advisers is particularly valuable where the specialist
expertise required and knowledge base is not available from within the
Parliament.

Away Day

49. The Committee held an away day at the New Lanark Hotel on 10 and 11
February 2002. The aim of the event was to shape the Committee’s work
programme for the rest of the parliamentary session. Committee Members had
the opportunity to discuss current issues of relevance in an informal setting with
both the Minister for Social Justice and the Deputy Minister for Social Justice.
The Away Day allowed the Committee to map out its strategic direction as far as
was possible at that time.  The incoming Committee may wish to consider holding
a similar event outside the parliamentary complex at an early stage in order to
map out its priorities and work programme.

Conclusion

50. The Committee considers that the following are outstanding or ongoing issues
which the successor Committee may wish to take into consideration in planning
future work:
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� Charity Law Reform
� Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation
� Post-enactment scrutiny of the Housing (Scotland) Act
� Post-enactment scrutiny of the Debt Arrangement and Attachment

(Scotland) Act
� Post-enactment scrutiny of the Homelessness etc (Scotland) Bill
� Recommendations of the Housing Improvement Task Force
� Fuel Poverty
� Ongoing Scottish Executive Review of funding in the voluntary sector
� Social Economy

51. The successor Committee may also wish to reflect on its options in relation to
ways of working, including the utility of:

� Committee Reporters
� Civic participation events
� Fact-finding trips
� Formal evidence sessions
� Informal seminars/briefings
� Responses to Executive consultations
� Committee advisers
� External research
� Meeting outside Edinburgh

52. The Committee would like to thank all those individuals and organisations which it
has worked with over the past 4 years and acknowledges the contribution which
a wide range of interested parties have made to the work of the Committee. The
Committee is also grateful to the Social Justice Ministers whom it has worked
closely with throughout the first session.  Finally, the Committee acknowledges
the work of previous Members of the Committee, and wishes its successor
Committee well in its own work and hopes that this legacy paper will be a useful
starting point.

Jim Johnston
Clerk to the Social Justice Committee
February 2003
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From: Social Justice Committee

Date:  13 February 2002

1. Media Relations
2. Security
3. Broadcast
4. Official Report
5. Facilities Management
6. Parliamentary Bureau
7. SPICe
8. Annunciator
9. Public Information Office

MEETING OF THE SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE:

Please note there will be a meeting of the Social Justice Committee at 10.00am on
Tuesday 18 February in Committee Room 1.

The meeting will begin at 10.00am. The meeting will be broadcast. Official Report
will be present.

The external EMAIL address is not in use.

There are no Special Needs flagged.

There are no translation needs flagged.

Catering requirements:

I would be grateful if water could be provided for 15 and tea/coffee for 10.

Cost Code P11150.

If there are any queries, or anything you wish to discuss further please do not
hesitate to contact myself or any member of the Social Justice Team.

Craig Harper
Committee Chambers Room 2.8
Ext: 85882
craig.harper@scottish.parliament.uk
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