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SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

AGENDA

1ST Meeting, 2001 (Session 1)

Wednesday 10 January 2001

The Committee will meet at 10.00am in Committee Room 1

1. Choice of Convener: The Committee will choose a new Convener.

2. Items to be taken in private: The Committee will consider whether items 3, 8, 9
and 10 are taken in private.

3. Questions for witnesses: The Committee will consider its lines of questioning
for the Scottish Warm Homes Campaign.

4. Housing (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will take evidence from the Scottish
Warm Homes Campaign from—

Kevin Dunion, Director, Friends Of The Earth Scotland

Andrew Warren, Director, Association for the Conservation of Energy

Liz Nicholson, Director, Shelter

Maureen O'Neil, Director, Age Concern Scotland.

5. Social Justice Annual Report: The Committee will consider the Social Justice
Annual Report 2000.

6. Petition: The Committee will consider petition PE311 by Stephen Borland, on
behalf of Y Network Glasgow, calling for the Scottish Parliament to provide
details of inter alia the steps it will take in order to evaluate the effect of Social
Inclusion in relation to the lives of Glaswegian young people.

7. Petition: The Committee will consider petition PE127 by Edinburgh Action for
Refugees, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take a variety of actions regarding
the detention of asylum seekers in Scotland.

8. Petition: The Committee will further consider how it proceeds with PE242, a
petition by Action of Churches Together In Scotland, Scottish Refugee Council
and Amnesty International calling for the Scottish Parliament to give asylum
seekers rights of access to various support services and to amend legislation to



restore the entitlement of asylum seekers to accommodation and cash based
support.

9. Witness expenses: The Committee will consider the payment of witness
expenses.

10. Work Programme: The Committee will consider a paper on its future work
programme.

Lee Bridges
Clerk to the Committee

Tel. 0131 348 5211
email: lee.bridges@scottish.parliament.uk

***********************



The following papers are attached for this meeting:

Agenda Item 5

Briefing on the Social Justice Action Report 2000 SJ/01/1/1

Agenda Item 6

Papers on Petition PE311 SJ/01/1/2

Agenda Item 7

Papers on Petition PE127 SJ/01/1/3

Agenda Item 8

Private Papers – Papers on Petition PE242 SJ/01/1/4P
SJ/01/1/5P

Agenda Item 10

Private Papers – Papers on the work programme SJ/01/1/7P
SJ/01/1/8P

The following paper is to follow:

Agenda Item 9

Private Paper – Briefing on the payment of witness expenses SJ/01/1/6P

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parl_bus/petitions/pe311.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parl_bus/petitions/pe127.pdf


SJ/01/1/1
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

SOCIAL JUSTICE ANNUAL REPORT 2000

1. On 22 November 1999, the Scottish Executive published its report “Social Justice
… a Scotland where everyone matters” which set out the Government’s vision,
targets and milestones for delivering social justice in Scotland. This was followed by
a series of Social Justice Action Notes.  Most recently, the Executive has published
its Social Justice Annual Report, along with Indicators of Progress (definitions, data,
baseline and trends information.)  Members will have received copies of both these
Reports, along with a Summary of the Annual Report.

2.   The aim of the Annual Report is to review progress towards the goals and report
against targets and milestones set in the Social Justice strategy.

3. The strategy’s goals are:
• the elimination of child poverty
• full employment by providing opportunities for all those who can work
• securing dignity in old age
• building strong, inclusive communities.

4.   The Executive’s approach is to focus on key stages and transitions in the life
cycle, with emphasis on concentrations of disadvantage faced by particular
communities.

Children
Long term targets
• Defeat child poverty in Scotland within this generation.
• All children in Scotland can read, write and count to a level appropriate for their

ability on leaving primary school.

Milestones
• Reducing the proportion of our children living in workless households.
• Reducing the proportion of our children living in low income households
• Increasing the proportions of our children who attain the appropriate levels in

reading, writing and maths by the end of Primary 2 and Primary 7.
• All of our children will have access to quality care and early learning before

entering school.
• Improving the well-being of our young children through reductions in the

proportion of women smoking during pregnancy, the percentage of low birth-
weight babies, dental decay among five year olds, and by increasing the
proportion of women breastfeeding.

• Reducing the number of households, and particularly families with children, living
in temporary accommodation.

Young People
Long term targets



• Every young person leaves school with the maximum level of skills and
qualifications possible.

• Every 19 year old is engaged in education, training or work

Milestones
• Halving the proportion of 16-19 year olds who are not in education, training or

employment.
• All our young people leaving local authority care will have achieved at least

English and Maths Standard Grades and have access to appropriate housing
conditions.

• Bringing the poorest-performing 20% of pupils, in terms of Standard Grade
achievement, closer to the performance of all pupils.

• Reducing by a third the days lost every year through exclusion from school and
truancy.

• Improving the health of young people through reductions in smoking by 12-15
year olds, teenage pregnancies among 13-15 year olds, and the rate of suicides
among young people.

• No-one has to sleep rough.

Families
Long term targets
• Achieve full employment in Scotland in the modern sense of opportunity for all.
• Ensure that everyone has the opportunity to undertake some form of learning to

widen their knowledge and skills.

Milestones
• Reducing the proportion of unemployed working age people.
• Reducing the proportion of working age people with low incomes.
• Increasing the employment rates of groups, such as lone parents and ethnic

minorities, that are relatively disadvantaged in the labour market.
• Increasing the proportion of students from under represented, disadvantaged

groups and areas in higher education compared with the overall student
population to higher education.

• Increasing the proportion of people with learning disabilities able to live at home
or in a “homely” environment.

• Improving the health of families by reducing smoking, alcohol misuse, poor diet
and mortality rates from coronary heart disease.

Older People
Long term targets
• Make sure older people are financially secure.
• Increase the number of older people who enjoy active, independent and healthy

lives.

Milestones
• Reducing the proportion of older people with low incomes.
• Increasing the proportion of working age people contributing to a non-state

pension.



• Increasing the proportion of older people able to live independently by doubling
the proportion of older people receiving respite care at home and increasing
home care opportunities.

• Increasing the number of older people taking exercise and reducing the rates of
mortality from coronary heart disease and the prevalence of respiratory disease.

• Reducing the fear of crime among older people.

Communities
Long term targets
• Reduce inequalities between communities.
• Increase residents’ satisfaction with their neighbourhoods and communities.

Milestones
• Reducing the gap in unemployment rates between the worst areas and the

average rate for Scotland.
• Reducing the incidence of drugs misuse in general and of injections and sharing

of needles in particular.
• Reducing crime rates in disadvantaged areas.
• Increasing the quality and variety of homes in our most disadvantaged

communities.
• Increasing the number of people from all communities taking part in voluntary

activities.
• Accelerating the number of households in disadvantaged areas with access to

the Internet.

5.   The Reports acknowledge that there are still significant data gaps on poverty and
areas where information is not as full for specific milestones as is necessary.  These
gaps are being tackled by action in relation to:  the Scottish Household Survey;
income data; small area data; disaggregated data on equality issues; and rural
poverty.

6.    Members will wish to discuss their views on the Annual Report in relation to
areas such as the review of progress against targets and milestones and the
baseline figures used for indicators.

Lee Bridges
Clerk to the Committee



SJ/01/1/2
Social Justice Committee

Petition PE311

Reference from Public Petitions Committee
1. At its meeting on 4 December 2000, the Public Petitions Committee agreed to
refer the following petition to this Committee for further consideration of the issue of
social inclusion:

PE311 Petition by Stephen Borland on behalf of Y Network Glasgow calling
for the Scottish Parliament to provide details of how it intends to avoid a
repetition of the SQA Exam Results crisis in future years; the steps it will take
in order to evaluate the effect of social inclusion in relation to the lives of
Glaswegian young people; the measures it will implement to ensure that
student finance is fair and open to all; and, how it proposes to tackle the issue
of transport safety in the Greater Glasgow area.

2. The Public Petitions Committee also agreed to copy the petition to the Scottish
Executive and to ask it to respond directly to the petitioners on the issue of the SQA
Inquiry, student finance and transport safety.  It also agreed to pass a copy of the
petition to the Transport Committee for information on the issue of transport safety.

3. A copy of the petition and other background information are attached.

Recommendation
4. The Committee is invited to agree that consideration of the issue of social
inclusion and young people in general be continued for inclusion in the ongoing
social justice work programme, that the petitioners be included in the contacts
database and that they be kept advised of progress on the matter.

Lee Bridges
Clerk to the Committee
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Petition PE127

Reference from Public Petitions Committee
1. At its meeting on 4 December 2000, the Public Petitions Committee agreed to

refer a copy of a response from the Scottish Prison Service in relation to PE127
from the Edinburgh Student Action for Refugees, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take a variety of actions regarding the detention of asylum seekers
in Scotland, to the Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee for
information only.

2. A copy of the petition and other background information are attached.

Substance of Petition
3. The petition by Edinburgh Student Action for Refugees calls for the Scottish

Parliament to:
• end the use of HM prisons for the detention of asylum seekers;
• only detain asylum seekers in detention centres after a final appeal has failed and

deportation procedures are underway;
• never detain children; where there is doubt as to the age of an individual, always

assume they are minors;
• always give a written explanation or detention, in the individual’s own language,

within 48 hours of arrest;
• train detention staff to deal sensitively with asylum seekers;
• presume release at all bail hearings, as with criminal bail hearings;
• set bail at a minimum level.
• The Public Petitions Committee wrote to the Home Secretary for his comments

on the issues raised in the petition.  A copy of the Home Secretary’s response
was subsequently passed to the Minister for Justice’s comments in relation to
prisons.

4. The Scottish Prison Service  acknowledges that asylum seekers should not be
held in prisons but also states that the facilities in Scotland have been
commended by a variety of groups, including the detainees, the Community
Relations Council and others.  The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass a
copy of the response to the petitioner and to take no further action.

Recommendation
5. The Committee is invited:
(a)  to note the terms of the petition; and
(b)  to agree that, in future, petitions which are referred for information should
      not be put on agendas as a matter of course but in the first instance should
      be circulated to members to determine whether they require a Committee
     decision.

Lee Bridges
Clerk to the Committee


