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AGENDA

31ST Meeting, 2000 (Session 1)

Wednesday 4 October 2000

The Committee will meet at 9.30am in Committee Room 2

1. Item to be taken in private: The Convener to move that items 3 and 6 on the
agenda be taken in private.

2. Items to be taken in private: Convener to move that items at the Committee’s
next meeting on the Inquiry into Drug Misuse and Deprived Communities and the
Stage 1 Reports of the Family Homes and Homelessness (Scotland) Bill and the
Mortgage Rights (Scotland) Bill be taken in private.

3. Questions for witnesses: The Committee will consider its questions for the
Council of Mortgage Lenders and the Ministers.

4. Family Homes and Homelessness (Scotland) Bill (Stage 1), Mortgage Rights
(Scotland) Bill (Stage 1) and Better Homes for Scotland’s Communities (The
Executive’s proposals for the Housing Bill): The Committee will take evidence
from the Council of Mortgage Lenders from—

David Smith OBE, Chief Executive, Dunfermline Building Society

 Mike Smith, Assistant Director Mortgage Administration, Northern
 Rock PLC

Kate Marshall, Solicitor, Bank of Scotland

Fiona Hoyle, Senior Legal Adviser, Council of Mortgage Lenders

The Committee will take evidence from—

Jackie Baillie, Deputy Minister for Communities

Frank McAveety, Deputy Minister for Local Government.

5. The Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Licensing of Houses in Multiple
Occupation) Order 2000: The Committee will consider concerns raised by
Abbeyfield Society for Scotland Ltd.



6. Communities Against Poverty: The Committee will consider its response to
recommendations on fuel poverty from Communities Against Poverty.
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Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Licensing of Houses in Multiple
Occupation) Order 2000

1. The Committee, at its meeting on 23 May 2000, recommended that Civic
Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation)
Order 2000 be approved.

2. In providing evidence to the Committee, the  Minister for the Communities,
Wendy Alexander, referred to the background to the Order which would introduce
mandatory licensing by local authorities of houses in multiple occupation.  She
indicated that guidance had been produced by a working group on which the
Convention of Scottish Local Authorities, the voluntary sector and professional
interests were represented for local authorities on the implementation of
mandatory licensing, which covered matters such as space standards, sanitary
and kitchen facilities and heating and which stressed the importance of fire
safety.  At that time the Scottish Executive was consulting local authorities further
on the details of the final guidance. The working party was to review the
operation of the licensing scheme after it had been operational for a year.

3. Exemptions from the licensing scheme would be: residential and nursing homes,
accommodation in boarding schools and premises occupied by religious
communities.

4. The Order doubled the length of the period during which an application for a new
licence may be considered by a local authority to 12 months in order to ensure
that applicants had sufficient time to undertake remedial work in a specified
period before a licence was granted.

5. The Order also granted an authorised officer of a local authority, with the
approval of the court, the power to enter and search premises where there were
reasonable grounds for believing that they were being let without a licence.

6. It was expected that the scheme should be self-financing, with local authorities
having discretion to set a registration fee which would allow them to cover their
costs.  Costs in upgrading properties would be incurred by landlords which would
be met from rental income.  Improvement grants were available where there were
issues relating to fire safety.

7. The Clerk has now had an approach from Abbeyfield Society for Scotland Ltd, a
provider of sheltered housing, (copy of letter dated 26 September 2000 attached)
calling on the Scottish Executive and the Parliament to consider the implications
for social housing providers of the implementation of the SSI.  The Society’s
concerns relate to:

- the fact that, as registered social landlords, they are already subject to a
significant amount of regulation and the new legislation suggests that they would



be subject to largely the same inspections by two different sets of regulators.
Scottish Homes had indicated a willingness to assume some of the additional
checks, but this would require local authorities to relinquish their role in the case
of registered social landlords.  Abbeyfield believes this can only be achieved if
clear guidance is issued.

- the degree of discretion granted to local authorities in terms of charging for
the registration process with no maximum limit

Recommendation

8. The Committee is recommended, in the first instance,

(a) to obtain further information from the Scottish Executive, Scottish Homes
and local authorities on the implications of the inspection regime of the Order for
registered social landlords, and

(b) that, specifically, views be sought on the possibility of Scottish Homes
assuming some of the regulatory functions to streamline the system, bearing in
mind that the operation of the licensing system is to be reviewed after it has been
operational for a year.
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