
LG/00/29/A

Local Government Committee

29th Meeting, 2000

Tuesday 7 November 2000

The Committee will meet at 2.00 pm in Committee Room 1

1. Items in private: The Committee will decide whether to hold items 4 and 5 in
private

2. Education (Graduate Endowment and Student Support) (Scotland) Bill: The
Committee will consider paper LG/00/29/1 on proposals for consideration at
Stage 1 of the Bill

3. Visits to other Parliaments and Assemblies: The Committee will consider a
report from Bristow Muldoon on the visit to Wales

4. Stage 2 of the Budget Process 2001/2002: The Committee will consider a draft
letter to the Finance Committee

5. Procedures for questioning witnesses: The Committee will consider paper
LG/00/29/3

Eugene Windsor
Clerk to the Committee

Room 2.05, Committee Chambers
85217

e mail: eugene.windsor@scottish.parliament.uk

**********************

eugene.windsor@scottish.parliament.uk


The following papers are attached for this meeting:

Agenda Item 2

Stage 1 consideration of the Education (Graduate
Endowment and Student Support) (Scotland) Bill LG/00/29/1

Agenda Item 3

Report from the visit to Wales LG/00/29/2

Agenda Item 4

Draft letter to the Finance Committee [PRIVATE] LG/00/29/3

Agenda Item 5

Procedures for questioning witnesses [PRIVATE] LG/00/29/4

The following papers are attached for information:

Minute of the 28th Meeting LG/00/28/M



LG/00/29/1

1

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE

BRIEFING PAPER

Stage 1 consideration of the Education (Graduate Endowment and Student
Support) (Scotland) Bill

1. Purpose of Report

The purpose of this report is to outline the proposed process for Stage 1
consideration of the Education (Graduate Endowment and Student Support)
(Scotland) Bill by the Local Government Committee.

2. Introduction

The Bill was introduced on 5 October 2000 and the Parliamentary Bureau has
determined that the Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee will be the lead
committee.  The Local Government Committee has been designated secondary
committee and will report at Stage 1 to the Enterprise and Lifelong Learning
Committee.  The Local Government Committee’s report will be incorporated into the
Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee’s report to Parliament.

3. Role of the Committee

The purpose of Stage 1 is to examine the requirement for legislation and the policy
objectives of the Bill.  Members will be asked to consider the general thrust of the Bill
and to report on whether its general principles are agreed to.

The Bill seeks to introduce a graduate endowment which will be payable by certain
individuals who have studied in Scotland, in recognition of the benefits gained and
amends the Education (Scotland) Act 1980.

Section 3 of the Bill amends the Local Government Finance Act 1992 to ensure that
students will no longer be liable for the council tax simply by virtue of sharing
accommodation with a non-student.  The Committee may be interested in this
section, in particular as it affects local authorities and the collection of council tax.

4. Possible Withdrawal and Reintroduction of Bill

On 31 October 2000, the Deputy Minister for Education, Europe and External Affairs
informed the Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee that it is intended to bring
forward some changes to the drafting of the original Bill.  The Bill will therefore be
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withdrawn and an amended Bill will be introduced.  It is not envisaged that the
amendments will affect section 3 and as such will not affect the Committee’s
consideration of the Bill.

5. Timescale and Witnesses

It is suggested that the Committee invite the following organisations to give evidence
to the Committee—

National Union of Students
Student Welfare Rights Officer
Citizens Advice Scotland
Glasgow City Council
City of Edinburgh Council
COSLA
Scottish Executive Council Tax Policy Branch
Scottish Executive Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Division (Bill Team)

The Stage 1 debate is currently scheduled to take place on Thursday 14 December
2000.  In order to report to the Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee in time it
is proposed that the Committee take evidence from these organisations at the
meeting on 14 November 2000, with an additional meeting to take place at lunchtime
of 16 November 2000 to consider its conclusions and recommendations.

It is however possible that these dates will change due to the introduction of an
amended bill.  If the date for the Stage 1 debate changes then the additional meeting
on 16 November 2000 may not be required and consideration of the conclusions and
recommendations will take place at a later meeting.

6. Recommendations

The Committee is asked to note this report and agree the witnesses and timescale.

Eugene Windsor
Clerk to the Committee
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE

Report from the visit to Wales

Introduction

The visit to Wales is part of a programme of visits agreed by the Scottish Parliament
Local Government Committee to examine alternative practice and methods of
operation in similar committees in other elected chambers and aspects of local
government in selected countries in Europe. The members who took part in the visit
were Bristow Muldoon MSP (Labour) Livingston, Colin Campbell MSP (SNP) West of
Scotland and Mr Keith Harding MSP, (Conservative) Mid Scotland and Fife. Bristow
Muldoon is acting as reporter for the visit.

Objectives

The key objectives for the visit to Wales were to—

• Identify and compare the mechanisms that have been established to manage and
maintain the relationships between the devolved tiers of government and different
tiers of local government

• Investigate alternative local government structures, methods of financing,
electoral systems

• Examine and exchange information on the methods of operation of the
counterpart committee in Wales

• Discuss key policy issues affecting local government and the areas for future
legislative change

• Discuss current and future planned programmes of the counterpart committee in
Wales

Meeting with the Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA) on October 23
2000

Councillor Noel Crowley (Labour), Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council,
President of the WLGA

Colin Jones, Secretary to the WLGA

Ian Miller, Head of Finance, WLGA

Steve Thomas, Head of Corporate Affairs, WLGA
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Councillor Colin Mann (Plaid Cymru), Caerphilly County Borough Council

Councillor, Graham Court OBE (Labour), Caerphilly Borough Council, Deputy Leader
of the WLGA

Meeting with Bridgend County Borough Council, October 23 2000

Councillor J J Jones, Leader

Councillor MEJ Nott, JP, Deputy Leader

Mr I. Keri Lewis, Chief Executive Officer

Meeting with Local Government and Housing Committee of the National
Assembly for Wales, October 24 2000

Gwenda Thomas (Labour) Neath

David Davies (Conservative) Monmouth

Janet Ryder (Plaid Cymru) North Wales

Dai Lloyd (Plaid Cymru) South Wales West

Peter Black (Liberal Democrats) South Wales West

Ian Thomas, Local Government Modernisation Division

Meeting with the WLGA

Background to the WLGA

Colin Jones (Secretary to the WLGA)

The last four years since re-organisation have been spent preparing for a new style
of governance and a different way of working. Previous local government
organisations in Wales were reactive and rhetorical and did not play as pro-active a
role as the WLGA. The organisation aims to be a play a leading role in policy
formulation for local government in Wales, and. so far, it has been successful in this
aim.

There are 18 staff in the organisation supported by a network of advisers.
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The focus of the WLGA is now on local government in a wider context that includes
the Welsh economy and the health of the Welsh people rather than concentrating on
a narrower remit such as social services.

The WLGA operates under the direction of a co-ordinating committee comprising
representatives of all 22 councils. (12 Labour, a coalition of 7 Liberal Democrats,
Conservatives and Independents, 3 Plaid Cymru). This mirrors the secretariats in the
Assembly. The WLGA has produced key policy agreements on health and well being
and governance.

There is a statutory relationship between the Assembly and Local Government. The
WLGA was able to press for this. The WLGA believes that this is more satisfactory
than a voluntary arrangement.

All outcomes and achievements in relation to policy agreements are measured
against targets. For example, local government now works in conjunction with the
NHS and is the lead stakeholder in community planning. This ‘joined-up working’
has, it was felt, led to a reduction in number of cardiac arrests and incidence of
depressive illnesses.

It was felt that the relationship between local government and the Assembly is one of
almost equal partnership.

Bristow Muldoon stated that the situation in Scotland was moving in much the same
direction although Wales appeared to be ahead in that there is a statutory basis for
the relationship between the Assembly and local government. He added that it would
be useful to see examples of the policy agreements referred to, and have further
information on the statutory basis underpinning the relationship between the
Assembly and local government.

Colin Campbell asked whether there were problems in breaking down vested interest
amongst different stakeholders. It was indicated by Noel Crowley, President of the
WLGA that it was the bed-blocking crisis which initiated the debate and provided the
impetus for departments to begin to work together. It was also felt that there was
also an impetus from the Minister for Health in the National Assembly to promote
collaborative working.

Bristow Muldoon felt that it was imperative that the process of devolution filters down
to local authorities and that it appeared that the WLGA had the vision to take this
forward.

Local Government Finance

Bristow Muldoon stated that the relationship between COSLA, the Parliament and
the Scottish Executive was an issue in Scotland although the Executive is
developing proposals for a 3 year budget settlement which had been welcomed by
COSLA. The Local Government Committee was also undertaking an inquiry into
local government finance. Other live issues included the debate over the possible
return of Non-Domestic Rates to local control, and alternatives to the council tax as a
means of raising local government finance.
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Ian Miller (Head of Finance, WLGA) stated there is an issue around the total level of
the Assembly’s budget. All parties had exerted pressure on Alun Michael, the former
First Secretary, to secure Objective 1 European funding.  There is still pressure from
both the Partnership Council1 and the Liberal Democrats through the new
partnership agreement to secure increased funding for Wales through the Barnett
Formula. Ian Miller expressed a view that the case for higher levels of funding
seemed weak in that GDP in Wales is much lower than in Scotland although the
health problems encountered in Wales are comparable to those in Scotland. He also
felt that it might be useful to have a review of local government finance in Wales.

To date some changes have been discussed in the Partnership Council and as a
result—

• The old system of capping has been removed.

• The Assembly has decided to remove the Council Tax Benefit Subsidy Limitation
Scheme in return for a shared understanding that authorities will act responsibly
in determining their budget decisions. (although there is a possibility that the
treasury will impose a cap on the Assembly who will then visit it on local
authorities).

• The Assembly issued a consultation paper2 shortly after the DETR paper3. This
paper includes measures such as removing the central control over borrowing
and allowing councils limited control over business rates.

• The Partnership Council is considering the question of ‘gearing’. It is possible that
the Assembly could change the way in which grant is distributed to equalise. This
could be done within the existing powers of the Assembly.

Graham Court expressed concern that there was to be no money made available for
recycling in Wales for two years. He indicated that his own authority, Caerphilly
County Borough Council, had taken a lead in recycling initiatives, having
implemented agreements with business. However, he felt that these initiatives were
hampered by a lack of resources. Graham Court asked whether there had been any
money identified for a waste strategy in Scotland.

Bristow Muldoon stated that there are resources and aspirations to improve waste
management in Scotland. However, schools and hospitals used up much of the
budget and it was arguable that the environment needed to be moved up the political
agenda throughout the UK.

                                                
1 A new structure which links the National Assembly for Wales and local government. It meets on a
quarterly basis and includes representatives from councils, the Assembly, community councils,
national park, police and fire authorities.
2 Simplifying the System: Local Government Finance in Wales A consultation paper from the Cabinet
of the National Assembly, National Assembly for Wales, September 2000
3 Modernising Local Government Finance Green Paper, Department of Transport, Environment and
the Regions, September 2000
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Renewal of Democracy

Remuneration of part time and full time Councillors
Colin Mann, a Plaid Cymru councillor on Caerphilly County Borough Council, felt that
there was a general perception amongst members of the public that a councillor’s job
was part time.

Bristow Muldoon offered the view that the issue of councillors’ remuneration needed
to be addressed and that whilst a council leader and certain other posts (for
example, leader of the opposition) should be full time there was not necessarily the
need for every councillor to be full time. There was also an issue of raising public
awareness of what the job of a councillor entailed.

Timing of Elections
It was noted that Councils in Wales are elected in four year cycles.

Cabinet and Executive systems
It was indicated that 16 of the 22 councils in Wales operate a cabinet system. Colin
Jones stated that there was pressure on the others to comply. Mr Jones endorsed
cabinet systems stating that councils which had adopted the cabinet system would
not now wish to return to the previous system. Where a cabinet system has been
adopted, all councillors were now involved in scrutiny and policy planning.

Bristow Muldoon referred to the work of the Leadership Advisory Panel in Scotland
and stated that the Scottish Executive does not want to legislate for a ‘one size fits
all’ model of governance.

Community Councils
Discussion took place about the role of community councils in Scotland. Community
councils in Wales are have replace former parish councils but retain powers to raise
some revenue through local rates, which can result in larger budgets than are
normally available, for example, to community councils in Scotland. Bristow Muldoon
stated that that while there was a role for community councils, there were often more
representative local groups such as tenant’s associations, and it was important to
recognise the legitimacy of a range of community organisations.

Widening access
Discussion took place on the difficulties of attracting people into local politics. A view
was expressed that in the past there had been more status attached to be being a
councillor and employers were glad to have councillors as employees.

Electoral systems
Graham Court expected there to be a Labour reaction against proposals for
proportional representation in local government in Wales.
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Colin Jones felt that PR would create opportunities although there was a danger that
the lack of identity and degree of compromise implicit in hung administrations might
discourage voters.

Colin Mann stated that Plaid Cymru was generally in favour of PR. It was however
important to raise public awareness of PR systems, and to help them to understand
that their vote will not be wasted.

Relationship between the Association/local government and the National
Assembly

A view was expressed that because the changes brought be devolution were so
significant, it would take time for people to get come to terms with the new
arrangements and culture.

It was acknowledged that the Assembly had not had the best of starts with
leadership crises associated with a minority Labour administration. Moreover it was
felt that the devolution settlement in Wales was far less clear than it is in Scotland.
Expectations were high and public perceptions of the Assembly have not always
been favourable since its inception.

Despite this, it was suggested that the Partnership Council has been instrumental in
cementing the relationship between the WLGA, local government and the Assembly.
The statutory underpinning of the relationship between the Assembly and local
government was thought to be an important factor in this.

Some members of the Local Government and Housing Committee are also members
of the Partnership Council and many members of the Welsh Assembly are also
councillors.

Bristow Muldoon stated that, as a result of the partnership agreement between
Labour and the Liberal Democrats, Scotland had not experienced the same
difficulties in terms of leadership. It was also noted that the Scottish Parliament has
primary legislative powers and the powers to vary the rate of income tax by up to 3p
in the pound.

A view was expressed that despite the fact that the Assembly could not enact
primary legislation it could achieve a great deal within its existing powers. Colin
Jones felt that it was easy to forget about the achievements of the Assembly. He felt
that there will be significant improvements in delivery of the health service in Wales.
In education there has been a change in the former Whitehall emphasis on league
tables and more stress on co-operation. Also, there has been a significant
improvement in the relationship with local government since the advent of the
Assembly.
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Meeting with Bridgend County Borough Council

Background

Bridgend County Borough Council has an executive system with a cabinet of 6
members. There are 5 chief officers in the command structure.

Bridgend’s economy is very much a microcosm of Wales which includes farming, a
range of small to medium sized businesses and a seaboard. The three intersections
of the M4 provide the economic spurs for the area. The motorway also divides the
county borough area in terms of affluence. The North was responsible for attracting
Objective 1 funding. This ‘north-south divide’ is a major issue for the area in terms of
community planning.

The improvements in decision making and management structures were illustrated
by an incident which had taken place in 1996, where environmental health, social
services, housing, police and education professionals were able to respond as a
team within 12 hours. It was felt that previously, in 1994-95, this would have taken
some days.

The Council has undertaken a review of the location of polling stations and the
electoral process has been subjected to a Best Value review.

Policy and administrative arrangements for local government in Wales

The partnership council is enshrined in legislation. The statutory relationship
between the National Assembly and local government is set out at Section 113 of the
Government of Wales Act 1998, which obliges the Assembly to make a local
government scheme and to establish a Local Government Partnership Council.   

SYNIAD4 is the training and development arm of the WLGA. It is seen as the
improvement, development and employers agency for local government in Wales.

The ‘leadership challenge’5, is a training programme targeted at council members
with a leadership role. The three modules relate to personal development, political
and organisation leadership, and community leadership.

The relationship between local government and the Assembly is a developmental
process with some positives and some difficulties. The positive aspects of the
relationship have included the emergence of a strategic framework, closer working
relationships between councils and the Assembly, and a range of initiatives in health
partnerships and education.

Some difficulties however, include the response to crime and disorder, with different
priorities between the national and local levels. Approximately, 20 % of the Chief
Executive’s time spent is spent on crime and disorder issues. The financial

                                                
4 SYNIAD is not an acronym, but a Welsh word which means ‘idea.’
5 Sometimes known as the ‘Leadership Academy.’



8

settlement is an area of conflict with the Welsh Assembly. There are also some
tensions between the role of Constituency and Regional Assembly members.

Councillor Jeff Jones, the leader of Bridgend County Borough Council offered the
view that there were big differences between Scotland and Wales. Councillor Jones
felt that Scotland benefits from the strength of its institutions. The Scottish Office, for
example, was set up in the nineteenth century and COSLA is an independent
Association. The WLGA, in contrast, is a branch of the London based LGA. The
Scottish media in is also different in that people expect to read national Scottish
newspapers. The Western Mail, on the other hand, is not a national newspaper for
Wales. The Welsh press is basically the same as in England.

Councillor Jones felt that the local government system in Wales was unbalanced and
there were 5 or 6 authorities too many. Cardiff and Merthyr are only 30 miles apart.
Cardiff has a population of 400,000 and Merthyr only 59,000 and a consequently low
tax base. There are difficulties in trying to find a local government formula that deals
with these sorts of variations.

It was indicated that there is perception in North Wales that the Assembly is pre-
occupied mainly with the more urban South Wales.

Proportional Representation

Councillor Jones stated that he was the only Labour local authority leader in Wales
who had some sympathy with PR. He felt that there were more difficulties associated
with the implementation of proportional electoral systems in local government than in
Westminster, and that there was disagreement on the most appropriate system. If
PR were to be introduced he indicated that he would support STV.

Local Government Finance

Councillor Jones felt that the last financial settlement had been bad for councils, and
he hoped for a better one this year as a result of the Comprehensive Spending
Review.

He also felt that a greater proportion of local government funding should be raised
locally and that the business rate should be returned to local control. The Council tax
was a huge burden on residents in Bridgend as most of the properties were in either
the A or B bands.

Councillor Jones stated that there had been problems after re-organisation when
county and district councils had been combined. The £9 million leisure budget in
Bridgend had been cut as it was not a statutory function. He also offered the view
that no formula could take account of historic spending.

Bristow Muldoon stated that there had been similar experiences in Scotland when
regional and district councils had been combined and funding for leisure facilities had
also been under pressure as a result of the desire to increase education and social
services budgets.
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Councillor Jones felt that there was often little evidence of joined up thinking in the
Assembly. The Minister of Finance was also responsible for local government and
Councillor Jones was not sure that this combined portfolio was appropriate.

Views were expressed that the Assembly had not had an easy birth. It was felt that it
needed to develop a distinctly Welsh agenda and win the confidence of the people of
Wales.

Meeting with Local Government and Housing Committee

Local Government Finance
Janet Ryder stated that Plaid Cymru was in favour of a review of local government
finance. She felt that there was a wariness and a protective attitude in local
government circles that it was important to overcome.

Colin Campbell stated that the Scottish Parliament Local Government Committee
had conducted a number of visits to local authorities and had tried to assure
representatives of local government that the Parliament did not present a threat.
Bristow Muldoon stated while in the first year there had been some wrangling over
the finance issue there were indications that local government is happier with the
proposed settlement for the next three years. Janet Ryder stated that this situation
mirrored the experience in Wales.

Partnership Council and the modernisation agenda
Some discussion took place on the role of the Partnership Council.

Ian Thomas from the Local Government Modernisation Division stated that the
Partnership Council was essentially a steering group with a number of officer
working groups underpinning it.

Gwenda Thomas, chair of the Local Government and Housing Committee suggested
that the policy agreements were an extremely important outcome of the work of the
Partnership Council.

Peter Black, Liberal Democrat, felt that the Partnership Council had not had the best
relationship with the Local Government and Housing Committee although it was
inevitable that there would be tensions.

Janet Ryder felt that there was not enough cross – fertilisation between the
Partnership Council and the subject committees in the Assembly. There needs to be
a mechanism put in place so that the Partnership Council can feed back into each of
the subject areas.

Keith Harding asked whether or not the Local Government and Housing Committee
had conducted any visits to local authorities. It was indicated that in its current form
the Committee had not carried out any visits to councils, but there was agreement
that this would be useful.
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Ian Thomas said that much of the focus in the first year of the Assembly had been on
the modernisation agenda. Local government were increasingly involved in preparing
consultation papers with a degree of local drafting. Previously, there had been much
less consultation, and normally English consultation papers were simply ‘topped and
tailed’.

Discussion took place on the progress of the modernisation agenda in Scotland.
Bristow Muldoon stated that the work of the Leadership Advisory Panel on political
management structures, under Alastair McNish, a former local authority chief
executive, was supporting local authorities in the process of finding their own
solutions. Some councils in Scotland had opted for an executive model of
governance whilst others had retained a reformed traditional committee structure
designed to encourage openness and transparency, and involving less use of the
party whip.

Discussion took place over the extent to which the Assembly was able to influence
Westminster and act in the interests of Wales. It was noted that the Welsh Assembly
has the power to sponsor Bills in the House of Commons. A view was expressed that
it was imperative to find ways of maximising the secondary legislative powers of the
Assembly in order to develop a distinctive Welsh agenda.

Discussion took place on capital investment and Public Private Partnerships.

Peter Black offered the view that it was important to find a way of relaxing the PSBR
rules, particularly in relation to housing. If the rules about borrowing were relaxed
then local authorities could move away from PPP. Gwenda Thomas felt that it was
important to establish the true cost of PPP and what is ‘Best Value’.

Democratic Renewal

Discussion took place on widening access to local politics, remuneration levels for
councillors, electoral reform.

It was noted that the Partnership Council has set up a commission to progress these
issues. The Commission is due to report before the beginning of April 2001. If it
recommends primary legislation then the Assembly can sponsor a Bill through the
House of Commons.

The Assembly has an Equal Opportunities Committee that is pressing through the
Partnership Council for equality audits.

A view was expressed that there need to be a wholesale review of governance in
Wales. There are five different levels of government that, it was felt, can at times
confuse both the public and those involved in the process of governance.

It was noted that three Assembly Members were under the age of thirty.
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A view was expressed by Janet Ryder that the electoral system could be changed to
have bigger wards with dual representation, by both male and female councillors at
county level.

SYNIAD, the training and development arm of the WLGA, have developed the
leadership challenge, a training programme for councillors in leadership roles, which
it is hoped will improve the quality of political leadership in both councils and in the
wider community.

Discussion took place on Welsh community councils. It was noted that community
councils have a range of powers including minor environmental functions such as the
provision and maintenance of allotments, local public buildings, local open spaces,
sports facilities, burial grounds, off-street car parks and footpath lighting and
maintenance. They can raise funds directly from local people through a ‘precept’ on
the council tax. This means that local authorities collect these funds for community
councils through council tax bills (where the precept for community councils is shown
as a separate item). A view was expressed however that the quality of these
community councils varied across Wales. Janet Ryder felt that community councils
had a vital role to play in ‘Best Value’. Town councils 6 and community councils had
picked up on some of the activities which had been cut back by unitary authorities.

The National Assembly for Wales and external bodies
Discussion took place on the interaction between the Assembly and external bodies.
It was felt that the European Committee of the Assembly was important because of
because of the heavy dependence on European funding, and the relevance of
European legislation on areas of economic importance to Wales.

A view was expressed by Janet Ryder that it was questionable to what extent the
Assembly had a dialogue with Westminster departments and that the DETR was not
always receptive to Welsh views when framing primary legislation.

It was noted that there was an overarching Memorandum of Understanding between
the UK government and the National Assembly for Wales, backed up by ‘concordats’
with individual departments.7

Janet Ryder indicated that she did not have contact with MPs apart from at official
functions. However, Gwenda Thomas said that she worked jointly with her MP. She
felt that sometimes there were difficulties in understanding the respective positions of
list and constituency members.

It was noted that the Panel of subject committee chairs meets regularly with the
House of Commons Welsh Affairs Committee.

Discussion took place about the possibility of increasing the powers of the Assembly.
Gwenda Thomas indicated that any increase in the powers of the Assembly would
not be considered within the first term although the partnership agreement between
Labour and the Liberal Democrats allowed for consideration of this at a later date.

                                                
6 ‘Town council’ is understood to be a term used interchangeably with ‘community council.’
7 For more information see http://www.wales.gov.uk/cabinet/concordats/index_e.htm
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Janet Ryder felt that there had not been a full public debate about democracy in
Wales and that Wales had not benefited from structures like the Scottish
Constitutional Convention. She believed that the devolution settlement was so
fragmented in Wales that people often found it difficult to establish exactly what the
Assembly could or could not do.

Bristow Muldoon MSP - Reporter
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE

MINUTES

28th Meeting, 2000

Tuesday 31 October 2000

Present:

Colin Campbell Kenneth Gibson
Trish Godman (Convener) Donald Gorrie
Keith Harding Dr Sylvia Jackson
Michael McMahon Bristow Muldoon
Gil Paterson Jamie Stone

Apologies were received from Johann Lamont.

Also present: Mr Angus MacKay (Minister for Finance and Local Government)

The meeting opened at 2.02pm.

1. Statutory Performance Indicators: The Committee took evidence from Audit
Scotland—

Caroline Gardner, Deputy Auditor General; Alec Taylor, PI Manager; Lesley
Bloomer, Director of Performance Audit (Education, Enterprise and Justice)

2. Stage 2 of the Budget Process 2001/02: The Committee took evidence from—

Christie Smith, Head of Local Government Division 1, Scottish Executive;
Neil Rennick, Head of Local Government Finance Expenditure Branch,
Scottish Executive; Don MacDonald, Finance Co-ordination Unit, Scottish
Executive;

Professor Arthur Midwinter

The meeting was adjourned from 3.47 pm to 4.02 pm.

3. Subordinate Legislation: The Committee considered the following affirmative
instrument—

The Train Operating Companies (Rateable Values) (Scotland) (No. 2) Order
2000 SSI 2000/draft

The Committee agreed to recommend that the instrument be approved.
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4. Stage 2 of the Budget Process 2001/02: The Committee took evidence from
Mr Angus MacKay, Minister for Finance and Local Government

The Committee agreed to consider its conclusions in private.

The Committee discussed its submission to the Finance Committee, and agreed
to consider a draft letter at its next meeting.

The meeting closed at 5.10 pm.

Eugene Windsor
 Clerk to the Committee

Room 2.05, Committee Chambers
85217

e mail: eugene.windsor@scottish.parliament.uk


