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LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE

AGENDA

11th Meeting, 2000

Tuesday 28 March 2000

The Committee will meet at 1.30 pm in Committee Room 1

1. Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will
consider a report by Dr Sylvia Jackson on Standards Committee consideration on
22 March 2000 of methods of investigation of complaint.

The Committee will take evidence at Stage 1 on the general principles of the Bill
from—

Mr Frank McAveety (Deputy Minister for Local Government)

2. Petition PE 26: Bridge of Allan Public Interests Association: The Committee will
consider replies from Dumfries and Galloway, Stirling, City of Edinburgh and
Highland Councils on the issue of how councils deal with petitions.

3. Budget process 2001/02: The Committee will consider proposals for scrutinising
the 2001/02 Budget process.

Eugene Windsor
Clerk to the Committee

Room 3.02, Committee Chambers
85217

e mail: eugene.windsor@scottish.parliament.uk

**********************

The following papers are attached for this meeting:

Agenda Item 4

Replies from Dumfries and Galloway, Stirling, City of Edinburgh LG/00/11/1
and Highland Councils

Budget Process LG/00/11/2

mailto:eugene.windsor@scottish.parliament.uk
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BRIEFING PAPER

Petition PE 26: Bridge of Allan Public Interests Association

1. Background

At its meeting on Tuesday 14 December 1999 the Committee considered Petition
PE 26: Bridge of Allan Interests Association. The Committee agreed to write to
COSLA seeking its views and advise the Petitions Committee and the Petitioner of
the action taken.

At its meeting on Tuesday 15 February 2000 the Committee considered a response
from COSLA providing its views on Petition PE 26.  The Committee also agreed to
write to the City of Edinburgh, Dumfries and Galloway, Highland and Stirling
Councils to seek their views. The Committee has received replies from all of these
Councils. These are attached to this paper.  From the responses received it is
apparent that—

•  the number of petitions received by these councils is relatively small;
•  petitions are subject to a process of scrutiny within each council;
•  members of the public can express their views to councils in other ways including

through deputations/delegations.

2. Recommendation

The Committee is requested to consider the attached responses from the City of
Edinburgh, Dumfries and Galloway, Highland and Stirling Councils.

It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of this paper.

Eugene Windsor
Clerk to the Local Government Committee
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BRIEFING PAPER

2001/02 Budget Process
Proposals for Committee Scrutiny

1 Purpose

The purpose of this paper is to provide the Committee with proposals to assist in the
scrutiny of the 2001/02 Scottish Executive spending proposals.

2 Background

Members are referred to the attached letter from the Convener of the Finance
Committee to the Convener of the Local Government Committee, which explains the
background to the proposed forthcoming process, which will involve all the
Parliament’s subject committees.

3 Local government specific issues

The Local Government Committee is in a different position from other subject
committees, in that most of the local government spending proposals are an
aggregate of proposals from other spending departments. For example, the local
government spend on education will be based on proposals from the Scottish
Executive Education Department, and will be scrutinised by the Parliament’s
Education, Culture and Sport Committee. This will be reflected across large areas of
local government expenditure. Consequently, the opportunities for the Local
Government Committee to make representations on the spending proposals may be
more limited that those for some other subject committees. Nevertheless, members
may find it useful to consider the proposals, to receive explanatory briefing from
officials of the Executive, and to take evidence from the Minister and other
appropriate bodies including COSLA.
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4 Proposals

It has been agreed with the Convener and Clerk of the Finance Committee, which is
co-ordinating the scrutiny process, that subject committees will aim to report by the
end of May 2000. In order to meet this deadline, it is proposed that the Committee
considers the following timetable—

Date Activity
25 April Explanatory briefing by Scottish Executive officials

Evidence from Professor Arthur Midwinter, Dean of Faculty of
Arts and Social Sciences, University of Strathclyde

3 May Evidence from COSLA

9 May Evidence from Deputy Minister for Local Government ;
consideration of draft report (likely to be taken in private)

23 May Consideration of Draft Report to be submitted to Finance
Committee

The Committee may also wish to consider whether to appoint a Reporter initially to
read and assimilate the Departmental Report on behalf of the Committee. However,
the Committee may consider that this model is more appropriate to Committees
which directly shadow a Department, and may decide instead that all members
should assimilate the material prior to the briefing by Executive officials.

5 Recommendation

It is recommended that the Committee approves the above proposals.

Eugene Windsor
Clerk to the Committee

Annexed documents

Letter from Convener of Finance Committee
Flowcharts illustrating Annual Budget Process


