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THIRTEENTH MEETING OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE
LOBBYING

1. At its meeting on 14 June the Committee agreed the basis of its proposed inquiry
on lobbying.  As the first stage of its inquiry the Committee agreed to consult with
all MSPs on their experience with lobbyists.

2. The attached issues paper provides an analysis of the responses received from
members and aims to identify some of the main themes which arose from these
responses.

3. The Committee is invited to consider whether, on the basis of the
consultation exercise with members, there is sufficient evidence to support
a wide-ranging inquiry into lobbying.  The Committee may also consider
whether there is a need for further guidance on lobbying, in addition to that
outlined in Section 7 of the Code of Conduct, to be issued to members.

STANDARDS COMMITTEE CLERKS
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Introduction

1. At its meeting on 14 June the Committee agreed the basis of its proposed inquiry

on lobbying.  As the first stage of its inquiry the Committee agreed to consult with

all MSPs on their experience with lobbyists.  The Committee agreed that the

response to this exercise would be useful in framing the next stage of

consultation with voluntary organisations and professional lobbying companies

who lobby the Parliament.

2. The first part of this paper provides an empirical analysis of the responses

received from members.  The second part aims to identify some of the main

themes which arose from these responses.

Consultation with MSPs

3. Questionnaires were sent out to all MSPs on 14 June requesting that they be

returned to the Clerks by 7 July.

4. The primary aim of the exercise was to develop an initial assessment of the

actuality of the lobbying experience in the Parliament, thus allowing the

Committee to focus its inquiry on areas where members have particular

concerns.

5. For the purpose of this exercise, ‘lobbying’ is taken to refer to the representation

of organised interests to MSPs by the interested parties themselves, or the

professional representation of organised interests by a third party, with the

intention of influencing the actions of MSPs.

Section 1: Quantitative Analysis of Returned Questionnaires
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6. Of the 129 questionnaires which were sent out, the Clerks received 47 responses

which amounts to 36% of MSPs.  The main points which arose from this exercise

were as follows:

•  77 % of respondents had been lobbied more than 20 times

•  98% of respondents had been lobbied by voluntary organisations and

charities

•  49 % of respondents had been lobbied by professional lobbying

companies

•  48% of those lobbied by professional companies had been lobbied 5 or

less times by such companies

•  49% of respondents said that they had regular contact with various kinds

of lobbying groups

Scale of Lobbying Activity

7. All those responding indictated that they had been lobbied by, or on behalf of,

organised interests.  Of these, the vast majority, 77%, said that they had been

lobbied  more than 20 times.  Only 6% said that they had been lobbied between 1
and 5 times.

Nature of Lobbying Activity

8. In relation to parliamentary activities, the passage of Executive Bills was the area

which most respondents had been lobbied on.  94% of respondents said that they

had been lobbied on this while only 36% had been lobbied on lodging a

parliamentary question.  Other significant areas of lobbying activity were the

passage of Members’ Bills (74%) and Committee inquiries (64%).

9. A vast majority of respondents indicated that they had been lobbied by many

different types of lobbying organisations.  Nearly all had been lobbied by

voluntary organisations and charities (98%) while a substantial majority had been
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lobbied by professional bodies (87%), trade unions (87%), religious groups (85%)

and business associations (79%).  However, less than half had been lobbied by

professional lobbying firms (49%).

10. Lobbying has been mainly carried out through written correspondence (98%), e-

mail correspondence (98%) and face-to-face meetings (83%).  However, a

significant number of respondents also indicated that they had received

telephone calls (60%) from lobbyists and had attended conferences/seminars

organised by lobbying companies (55%).

Lobbying by Professional Companies

11.  49% of respondents claimed to have had contact with professional lobbying

companies. The majority of these, 65% had been lobbied 10 or less times by

professional lobbyists with 48% stating that they had been lobbied 5 or less

times.  Of the 23 respondents, 87% stated that it had always been made clear to

them from the outset on whose behalf the firm was acting.

Regular Contacts

12. The respondents split evenly in terms of whether they had developed regular

contacts with any kinds of lobbying groups following an initial approach.  49%
stated that they had while, equally, 49% stated that they had not.

Section 2: Members’ Views of the Lobbying Process

On Lobbying by the Interested Parties Themselves

13. The vast majority of respondents stated that they saw distinct benefits in lobbying

by the interested parties themselves.  In particular, there was an emphasis on the

knowledge and experience which such groups can bring to the democratic

process.   MSPs needed accurate information and many of these bodies provided
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this. The information which these groups provide could be both informative and

rewarding.

14. A number of members suggested that it was useful to be able to consult with

these groups on specific issues. This inevitably leads to a more informed debate

and an enhancement of the democratic process.

15. However, at the same time, some MSPs pointed out that there is a danger in

some of the more powerful pressure and interest groups dominating the

democratic process and that Members must be careful to consult widely on

specific issues.  Some Members were also concerned at these groups being over

–persistent in their pursuit of a particular cause.  For example, some concern was

expressed about the kind of lobbying carried out by the “Keep the Clause”

campaign.  Concern was also expressed about the volume of e-mail which is

received and the fact that it was often ill-targeted and not clear who was

representing who.

16. Other Members were also concerned about the better organised and wealthier

groups dominating the democratic process.

17. Overall, Members were mainly content with the nature of the lobbying process by

the interested parties themselves as long as it was always carried out

transparently and above board.

On Lobbying by Professional Lobbying Companies

18. Members’ views on lobbying by professional lobbying companies were more

divided.  They ranged from those who were completely opposed to dealing with

such companies to those who felt that they are a wholly legitimate part of the

democratic process.
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19. Some members suggested that given that MSPs were relatively accessible and

the procedures for lobbying the parliament were open and transparent, there was

no need for organisations to employ professional lobbying companies.

20. However, some MSPs were more amenable to dealing with professional lobbying

companies.  They tended to emphasise the experience and knowledge which

these companies had of the parliamentary process. Professional lobbyists were

also more able to communicate the views which their clients wished to articulate.

Other Members emphasised that the professional lobbying company could assist

organisations who otherwise wouldn’t have the time or the resources to lobby the

Parliament.

21. As with the comments on lobbying by voluntary groups and charities there was,

again, an emphasis on the need for this form of lobbying to be wholly transparent

and open.  In particular, that it was essential that lobbying companies made it

clear on whose behalf that they were lobbying.   Some Members also expressed

concern that some lobbying companies gave the impression that they have better

access and influence over MSPs1.  Given the commercial imperatives involved

some companies may make false claims about the extent of influence they have

within the Parliament.

Regulation of lobbyists?

22. On the basis of the responses received there does not appear to be very much

enthusiasm for regulating lobbying companies.   This view reflects that of both the

Neill Committee at Westminster and the CSG working group on the Code of

Conduct.

23. The sixth report of the Committee on Standards in Public Life on Lobbying

recommended that:

                                           
1 Committee members will be reminded of the “lobbygate” inquiry during which it transpired that a
lobbying company had attempted to create a false impression of the extent of their influence on the
political process (Standards Committee 1st Report 1999, paragraph 20).
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There should be no statutory or compulsory system for the regulation of lobbyists.  The

current strengthening of self-regulation by lobbyists is to be welcomed.

24. The Neill Committee identified a number of arguments against regulation.  First,

they point out that the Canadian and American procedures for regulation have

been continually amended to fill a succession of loopholes.  This suggests the

impracticality of such regulation and leads to its diminished credibility.

25. Second, there are difficulties in defining lobbying.  For example, distinguishing it

from the ‘simple provision of information’.  Third, defining a ‘lobbyist’ may also

prove problematic given the number of professions now engaged in such work.

Fourth, that the creation of a register of lobbyists may give the impression that

access to government may only be achieved through the use of such

organisations.  Finally, the Committee noted that the industry had already moved

significantly towards convergence in the operation of self-regulation schemes

operated by various companies.

26. The CSG working group on the Code of Conduct also rejected the regulation of

lobbying groups.  It concluded that:

We believe that it would be inappropriate for us to recommend either a voluntary code or

statutory regulation for lobbyists at this stage.

27. The CSG identified the following arguments against regulation.  First, the open

nature of the Scottish Parliament and the fact that individuals and organisations

are encouraged to approach MSPs directly negates the need for specialist

lobbying firms.  Second, the transparency of the Parliament’s procedures should

lessen the need for individuals and organisations to seek advice on how the

parliament works.   Third, and similar to the Neill Committee, that the regulation

of lobbyists could lead to the creation of ‘an elite group conferring upon them a

commercial advantage associated with being a “registered” lobbyist’ (p 33).

Regulation could also be seen as giving special status to lobbying companies.



ST/00/13/1

28. The Committee may consider that at this stage, there is little justification to depart

from the view of both the Neill Committee and the CSG working group.  On the

basis of the members’ responses to the questionnaire on lobbying there is little

support for the regulation of lobbyists.  While a few respondents indicated that

they would support the regulation of lobbying companies most were content with

ensuring that the system is open and transparent.  At the same time there were

also some Members who felt that professional lobbying companies should be

banned from the Parliament altogether.

Lobbying Ministers and Civil Servants

29. The Committee may consider whether focussing on the relationship between

lobbyists and MSPs is sufficient.  It is arguable that of more concern is the

relationship between lobbyists and Ministers and lobbyists and Civil Servants.

However, it is doubtful whether the Committee has any remit to look into this

area.

30. The current Scottish Ministerial Code is silent on the relationship between

Ministers and lobbyists.  The Ministerial Code at Westminster is also silent on this

issue.

31. The Committee is currently awaiting a response from the Executive to the

recommendation in its First Report, 1999 that: ‘the Ministerial Code should be re-

examined’ to ensure that its provisions are adequate with regards to lobbying.

32. However, there is guidance for UK civil servants entitled: ‘Guidance for Civil

Servants: Contacts with Lobbyists’.  Paragraph 6 states:

The Government’s approach, reflecting the approach of the Nolan Committee is not to ban
contacts between civil servants and lobbyists but to insist that wherever and whenever they
take place they should be conducted in accordance with the Civil Service Code, and the
principles of public life set out by the Nolan Committee.

This covers civil servants working for the Scottish Executive.
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Conclusion

33. From the above it would appear that lobbying is relatively widespread within the

Scottish Parliament and that there is regular contact between most MSPs and

lobbying organisations by a variety of means.  In the first year of the Parliament

lobbyists have tended to focus on certain areas of the parliamentary activity such

as the legislative process. Lobbying by professional lobbying companies is not as

widespread as that by voluntary organisations and charities.  Where it does occur

it appears to be carried out on a largely transparent basis.

34.  While most members appear to be lobbied regularly this appears to be mainly

welcomed and members are keen to emphasise the benefits which they receive

from the process.  In particular, respondents have emphasised the knowledge

and experience which lobbyists can bring to the democratic process.

35. The Committee is invited to consider whether, on the basis of the consultation

exercise with members, there is sufficient evidence to support a wide-ranging

inquiry into lobbying.  The Committee may also consider whether there is a need

for further guidance on lobbying, in addition to that outlined in Section 7 of the

Code of Conduct, to be issued to members.
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THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

13th MEETING, 12 SEPTEMBER 2000

AGENDA ITEM 2: REQUEST FOR STANDARDS COMMITTEE APPROVAL OF
PROPOSED CROSS-PARTY GROUPS IN THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

In accordance with the Rules on Cross-Party Groups, proposals for the
establishment of a Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament have been
submitted to the Standards Committee for its approval. The proposed Cross-Party
Groups are:

•  Carers (submitted by Karen Whitefield MSP)

•  Human Rights (submitted by Robert Brown MSP)

•  Architecture and the Built Environment (submitted by Des McNulty MSP)

•  International Development (submitted by George Reid MSP)

Copies of the Registration, and Declarations of Compliance forms for the above
proposed Groups are attached at Annexes A, B, C and D respectively.

 Action

The Committee is invited to consider whether it wishes to approve, under the Rules
on Cross-Party Groups, the establishment of the above Cross-Party Groups.

STANDARDS COMMITTEE CLERKS
SEPTEMBER 2000
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Registration form for Cross-Party Groups in the Scottish Parliament

The general rules and procedures on registration of Cross-Party Groups are set out
in the Standards Committee 2nd Report 1999 “Regulation of Cross-Party Groups”.  A
summary of these rules is available from the Standards Committee office
(Ext:85179).  It is suggested that the group keeps these to hand in order that it is
aware of its continuing requirements under these rules.

In order to be considered by the Standards Committee for recognition as a Cross-
Party Group in the Scottish Parliament, to be entitled to use that name in its title and
to have access to Parliamentary facilities, a group must lodge a statement for the
Register of Cross-Party Groups, including details of all matters specified below.  The
statement should be lodged on this form and should be submitted to the office of the
Standards Clerk within 30 days of the group’s first meeting.

This form must be completed by an elected officer of the group who is a Member of
the Scottish Parliament.

Any further questions on the registration of Cross-Party Groups should be directed to
the Office of the Standards Clerks, Ext: 85179.
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Full name of Group: Groups which have undertaken to comply with the rules on
Cross-Party Groups may use the words “Cross-Party Group in the Scottish
Parliament” in their title.

Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on Carers

Purpose of the Group: A brief statement of the main purpose of the group.  Groups
are reminded that the Standards Committee will look very carefully at the proposed
purpose of a group to satisfy itself that its purpose is Parliamentary in nature and of
genuine public interest.

To help MSPs to address the needs of Scotland’s adult and child carers

To provide MSPs with a source of information and expertise on issues
affecting carers

To bring together those with an interest in carers including MSPs who have, or
have had, caring responsibilities themselves

To liaise with the corresponding group at Westminster

To liase with other relevant cross-party groups in the Scottish Parliament
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Members of the Group: When listing members who are MSPs, only the MSPs
name need be given.  For members from outwith the Parliament, the name of the
member and an indication of any interest or employer they represent must be given.

Karen Whitefield MSP
Elaine Smith MSP
Donald Gorrie MSP
Michael McMahon MSP
Marilyn Livingston MSP
Cathie Jamieson MSP
Maureen Macmillan MSP
John McAllion MSP
Rhoda Grant MSP
Cathie Craigie MSP
Tricia Marwick MSP
Alex Fergusson MSP
Nora Radcliffe MSP
Mary Scanlon MSP
Cathy Peattie MSP
Adam Ingram MSP
Sylvia Jackson MSP
Patricia Ferguson MSP
Kate MacLean MSP
Christine Grahame MSP
Margaret Jamieson MSP

Alan McGinlay, Carers National Association Scotland
John Wilkes, Cares National Association Scotland
Ursula Corker, Carers National Association Scotland
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Officers of the Group: Please amend titles as necessary e.g. to indicate joint office
holders, or preferred titles.

Convener Karen Whitefield MSP

Vice–Convener

Tricia Marwick MSP, Nora Radcliffe MSP, Alex Fergusson MSP

Secretary

Treasurer

Financial or other benefits received by the Group: The group must register any
financial or other material benefit received by the group from whatever source, where
the value of the financial sum or benefit from any single source exceeds £250 in any
one calendar year.  This includes donations, sponsorship, subscriptions, hospitality,
gifts, visits, provision of services or accommodation or staff assistance.  The value of
use of Parliamentary facilities need not be registered.

The details requiring to be registered include a brief description of the benefit, the
approximate monetary value, the date on which it was received and the source from
which it came.  Where a consultancy organisation provides benefits, the client on
whose behalf these are provided should be named.

Subscriptions: Where a group charges or proposes to charge a subscription, this
must be reasonable and the same for all members.  The amount of the subscription
should be registered and the purposes for which it is intended to use the
subscription.

£10.00 annual subscription – will be used to produce annual report
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Staff employed by or working for groups: If a group makes use of staff issued
with a Parliamentary pass, any paid activity undertaken by those staff where the
employer benefits from the pass holder’s access to the Parliament must be
registered.  There is no need to state the amount of remuneration. The requirement
relates both to staff employed directly by the group and to staff employed by an
outside organisation to provide assistance to the group.

Name of staff member

Job title (in paid activity where employer organisation benefits from pass holder’s
access to Parliament).

Name of Employer Organisation

Type of Employer Organisation

Group contact: Please give the name, full Parliamentary address and telephone
number of an elected official of the group who is an MSP who will be the contact for
registration matters for the group. Initially this must be the Member who signs the
declaration on compliance with the rules on behalf of the group.  If a group
subsequently changes the designated contact, the office of the Standards Clerk must
be informed within 7 days of the change.

Karen Whitefield MSP
Scottish Parliament
George IV Bridge
Edinburgh

0131 348 5832 (ph)
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Failure to comply with, or contravention of, the rules on registration of Cross-Party
Groups could lead to penalties being imposed on a Member by the Parliament.
(Further details on procedure and practice for enforcement of rules relating to
Members’ conduct will be set out in the Code of Conduct for Members.) Any
penalties on a Member could be in addition to loss of recognition of the group as a
Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament and denial of access to Parliamentary
facilities.

The Register is regulated, and compliance with the registration requirements is
monitored, by the Standards Committee.

N.B. Where a Member gains personally from a benefit relating to activity of a
group, he or she should consider whether that benefit falls within the rules
applicable to the Register of Members’ Interests, and so should also be
included in that Register by the Member concerned, or whether it falls within
the rule on paid advocacy set out in the Members’ Interests Order.
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Declaration on establishment of a Cross-Party Group

I declare that Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on Carers is constituted
in accordance with the Rules on Cross-Party Groups in the Scottish Parliament set
out below, and that in its operation the group will comply with the Rules:

1. The group must be Parliamentary in character, and its purpose must be of
genuine public interest.

2. The group’s membership must be open to all Members of the Parliament and
must include at least 5 MSPs of which at least one Member must be from each of
the parties or groups represented in the Parliamentary Bureau.  In circumstances
where the Standards Committee considers it is merited in relation to a particular
group, this rule may be modified or waived.

3. The group may contain members from outwith the Parliament, but the overall
membership profile of the group must remain clearly Parliamentary in character,
with attendance at group meetings compliant with rule 10 below.

4. The group must elect its officers within 30 days of its first meeting and every 12
months subsequently.  At least two of the elected officers, one of whom must be
the convener, must be Members of the Parliament. Elections for office bearers
must be announced at least ten days in advance in the Cross-Party Group
Bulletin (for information on using the Bulletin, contact the office of the
Webmaster).  The announcement must be made and the elections must take
place when the Parliament is sitting.

5. The group must comply with the requirements on the registration of Cross-Party
Groups detailed below.

6. The group must submit a declaration on compliance with the rules as detailed
below.

7. Where members are charged a subscription e.g. to cover administrative costs,
the cost to all members must be the same and must be reasonable.

8. Any Member of the Parliament may attend and speak at any meeting (including
the Annual General Meeting) of a group, but only registered members may vote
at any meeting. Where a group has registered members from outwith the
Parliament, those members may attend, speak and vote at any meeting.  But
where members are charged a subscription, a group may decide that voting
rights may be restricted to those members (MSPs or others) who are paid-up
members of the group.

9. Cross-Party Group meetings must be held in public.   Meetings of the group must
be announced in the Cross-Party Group Bulletin at least one calendar week
before the meeting takes place.  Members of the public, who are not registered
members of the group, may be invited to speak but may not vote at any meeting.
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10. To maintain and guarantee the Parliamentary nature of the occasion, at least two
Members of the Parliament, both members of the group, should be present at
every meeting.

11. Cross-Party Groups may use, subject to availability, the meeting rooms of the
Parliament and any members from outwith the Parliament may use, in connection
with Cross-Party Group meetings, the restaurant and other facilities normally
available to visitors as guests of an MSP and under the same conditions.
Groups must observe the rules for the booking of rooms (for information about
booking of rooms, please contact the Facilities Helpdesk).

12. Cross-Party Groups must respect the limitations on the use of Parliamentary
facilities:

•  MSPs, but not other members of Cross-Party Groups, may make reasonable use
of the Parliament’s telephone, fax, e-mail system and photocopying facilities in
pursuit of Cross-Party Group business or where expressly permitted by these
rules e.g. use of the Cross-Party Group Bulletin.  Groups may not otherwise use
the Parliament’s telephone, fax, photocopying and IT facilities other than where
these are available for public use.

•  Groups may not make use of Parliamentary stationery or free postage facilities
provided by the Parliament.

•  Groups may not make use of the Parliament’s audio or broadcasting equipment
and there is no provision for the televising or sound recording of their
proceedings.

•  Groups may not draw on the resources of the Parliamentary Clerks or the Official
Report or other Parliamentary staff to service meetings except in fulfilment of the
requirements of these rules or where expressly permitted by them, e.g. in order to
book meeting rooms.

•  MSPs who are members of a Cross-Party Group may use the services of the
Parliament's Information Centre to brief themselves on matters relating to that
Group, but other members of the Group may not.

13. Cross-Party Groups must conform with such other rules as may be laid down
from time to time by the Standards Committee, the Parliament or the Scottish
Parliamentary Corporate Body. Conveners of groups will be informed in advance
of any amendments to the rules on Cross-Party Groups.

14.  Cross-Party Groups will cease to be recognised 90 days after the first meeting of
the new Parliament after a General Scottish Parliamentary Election, whether
ordinary or extraordinary, unless a fresh registration is made within that period.

Failure to comply with or contravention of these rules may result in a group’s loss of
recognition as a Cross-Party Group and loss of access by the group to the
Parliament’s facilities and any privileges generally accorded to recognised Cross-
Party Groups.   Such failure could also lead to penalties being imposed on a Member
by the Parliament.
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Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………………….

Name: Karen Whitefield

Date: 27 June 2000

This declaration must be signed by an elected officer of the group who is a
Member of the Parliament.  This Member will be held primarily responsible for
ensuring that the rules, including the rules on registration, are complied with
by the group.
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Registration form for Cross-Party Groups in the Scottish Parliament

The general rules and procedures on registration of Cross-Party Groups are set out
in the Standards Committee 2nd Report 1999 “Regulation of Cross-Party Groups”.  A
summary of these rules is available from the Standards Committee office
(Ext:85179).  It is suggested that the group keeps these to hand in order that it is
aware of its continuing requirements under these rules.

In order to be considered by the Standards Committee for recognition as a Cross-
Party Group in the Scottish Parliament, to be entitled to use that name in its title and
to have access to Parliamentary facilities, a group must lodge a statement for the
Register of Cross-Party Groups, including details of all matters specified below.  The
statement should be lodged on this form and should be submitted to the office of the
Standards Clerk within 30 days of the group’s first meeting.

This form must be completed by an elected officer of the group who is a Member of
the Scottish Parliament.

Any further questions on the registration of Cross-Party Groups should be directed to
the Office of the Standards Clerks, Ext: 85179.
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Full name of Group: Groups which have undertaken to comply with the rules on
Cross-Party Groups may use the words “Cross-Party Group in the Scottish
Parliament” in their title.

The Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on Human Rights

Purpose of the Group: A brief statement of the main purpose of the group.  Groups
are reminded that the Standards Committee will look very carefully at the proposed
purpose of a group to satisfy itself that its purpose is Parliamentary in nature and of
genuine public interest.

The establishment and maintenance of a Parliamentary forum of MSPs and
others to discuss issues of human rights, to promote human rights issues
within the Scottish Parliament and to ensure that the Scottish Parliament and
Executive conform to the highest standards in human rights matters.
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Members of the Group: When listing members who are MSPs, only the MSPs
name need be given.  For members from outwith the Parliament, the name of the
member and an indication of any interest or employer they represent must be given.

Robert Brown MSP
David McLetchie MSP
Linda Fabiani MSP
Donald Gorrie MSP
Helen Eadie MSP
Pauline McNeil MSP
Robin Harper MSP

John Scott, Scottish Human Rights Centre
Rosemarie McIlwham, Scottish Human Rights Centre
Rosemary Burnett, Amnesty International
David Sinclair, Church of Scotland
Carole Ewart, Freedom of Information Campaign
David Goldberg, Freedom of Information Campaign
Muriel Robison, Equal Opportunities Commission
Anne Keenan, Law Society of Scotland
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Officers of the Group: Please amend titles as necessary e.g. to indicate joint office
holders, or preferred titles.

Convener Robert Brown MSP

Vice–Convener
David McLetchie MSP, Linda Fabiani MSP, Pauline McNeil MSP

Secretary
Rosemary Burnett, Amnesty International

Treasurer
Committee Members - John Scott, David Goldberg

Financial or other benefits received by the Group: The group must register any
financial or other material benefit received by the group from whatever source, where
the value of the financial sum or benefit from any single source exceeds £250 in any
one calendar year.  This includes donations, sponsorship, subscriptions, hospitality,
gifts, visits, provision of services or accommodation or staff assistance.  The value of
use of Parliamentary facilities need not be registered.

The details requiring to be registered include a brief description of the benefit, the
approximate monetary value, the date on which it was received and the source from
which it came.  Where a consultancy organisation provides benefits, the client on
whose behalf these are provided should be named.

Subscriptions: Where a group charges or proposes to charge a subscription, this
must be reasonable and the same for all members.  The amount of the subscription
should be registered and the purposes for which it is intended to use the
subscription.

£10 p.a.
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Staff employed by or working for groups: If a group makes use of staff issued
with a Parliamentary pass, any paid activity undertaken by those staff where the
employer benefits from the pass holder’s access to the Parliament must be
registered.  There is no need to state the amount of remuneration. The requirement
relates both to staff employed directly by the group and to staff employed by an
outside organisation to provide assistance to the group.

Name of staff member

Job title (in paid activity where employer organisation benefits from pass holder’s
access to Parliament).

Name of Employer Organisation

Type of Employer Organisation

Group contact: Please give the name, full Parliamentary address and telephone
number of an elected official of the group who is an MSP who will be the contact for
registration matters for the group. Initially this must be the Member who signs the
declaration on compliance with the rules on behalf of the group.  If a group
subsequently changes the designated contact, the office of the Standards Clerk must
be informed within 7 days of the change.

Robert Brown MSP
Scottish Parliament
George Iv Bridge
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP
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Failure to comply with, or contravention of, the rules on registration of Cross-Party
Groups could lead to penalties being imposed on a Member by the Parliament.
(Further details on procedure and practice for enforcement of rules relating to
Members’ conduct will be set out in the Code of Conduct for Members.) Any
penalties on a Member could be in addition to loss of recognition of the group as a
Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament and denial of access to Parliamentary
facilities.

The Register is regulated, and compliance with the registration requirements is
monitored, by the Standards Committee.

N.B. Where a Member gains personally from a benefit relating to activity of a
group, he or she should consider whether that benefit falls within the rules
applicable to the Register of Members’ Interests, and so should also be
included in that Register by the Member concerned, or whether it falls within
the rule on paid advocacy set out in the Members’ Interests Order.
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Declaration on establishment of a Cross-Party Group

I declare that Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on Human Rights is
constituted in accordance with the Rules on Cross-Party Groups in the Scottish
Parliament set out below, and that in its operation the group will comply with the
Rules:

1. The group must be Parliamentary in character, and its purpose must be of
genuine public interest.

2. The group’s membership must be open to all Members of the Parliament and
must include at least 5 MSPs of which at least one Member must be from each of
the parties or groups represented in the Parliamentary Bureau.  In circumstances
where the Standards Committee considers it is merited in relation to a particular
group, this rule may be modified or waived.

3. The group may contain members from outwith the Parliament, but the overall
membership profile of the group must remain clearly Parliamentary in character,
with attendance at group meetings compliant with rule 10 below.

4. The group must elect its officers within 30 days of its first meeting and every 12
months subsequently.  At least two of the elected officers, one of whom must be
the convener, must be Members of the Parliament. Elections for office bearers
must be announced at least ten days in advance in the Cross-Party Group
Bulletin (for information on using the Bulletin, contact the office of the
Webmaster).  The announcement must be made and the elections must take
place when the Parliament is sitting.

5. The group must comply with the requirements on the registration of Cross-Party
Groups detailed below.

6. The group must submit a declaration on compliance with the rules as detailed
below.

7. Where members are charged a subscription e.g. to cover administrative costs,
the cost to all members must be the same and must be reasonable.

8. Any Member of the Parliament may attend and speak at any meeting (including
the Annual General Meeting) of a group, but only registered members may vote
at any meeting. Where a group has registered members from outwith the
Parliament, those members may attend, speak and vote at any meeting.  But
where members are charged a subscription, a group may decide that voting
rights may be restricted to those members (MSPs or others) who are paid-up
members of the group.

9. Cross-Party Group meetings must be held in public.   Meetings of the group must
be announced in the Cross-Party Group Bulletin at least one calendar week
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before the meeting takes place.  Members of the public, who are not registered
members of the group, may be invited to speak but may not vote at any meeting.

10. To maintain and guarantee the Parliamentary nature of the occasion, at least two
Members of the Parliament, both members of the group, should be present at
every meeting.

11. Cross-Party Groups may use, subject to availability, the meeting rooms of the
Parliament and any members from outwith the Parliament may use, in connection
with Cross-Party Group meetings, the restaurant and other facilities normally
available to visitors as guests of an MSP and under the same conditions.
Groups must observe the rules for the booking of rooms (for information about
booking of rooms, please contact the Facilities Helpdesk).

12. Cross-Party Groups must respect the limitations on the use of Parliamentary
facilities:

•  MSPs, but not other members of Cross-Party Groups, may make reasonable use
of the Parliament’s telephone, fax, e-mail system and photocopying facilities in
pursuit of Cross-Party Group business or where expressly permitted by these
rules e.g. use of the Cross-Party Group Bulletin.  Groups may not otherwise use
the Parliament’s telephone, fax, photocopying and IT facilities other than where
these are available for public use.

•  Groups may not make use of Parliamentary stationery or free postage facilities
provided by the Parliament.

•  Groups may not make use of the Parliament’s audio or broadcasting equipment
and there is no provision for the televising or sound recording of their
proceedings.

•  Groups may not draw on the resources of the Parliamentary Clerks or the Official
Report or other Parliamentary staff to service meetings except in fulfilment of the
requirements of these rules or where expressly permitted by them, e.g. in order to
book meeting rooms.

•  MSPs who are members of a Cross-Party Group may use the services of the
Parliament's Information Centre to brief themselves on matters relating to that
Group, but other members of the Group may not.

13. Cross-Party Groups must conform with such other rules as may be laid down
from time to time by the Standards Committee, the Parliament or the Scottish
Parliamentary Corporate Body. Conveners of groups will be informed in advance
of any amendments to the rules on Cross-Party Groups.

14.  Cross-Party Groups will cease to be recognised 90 days after the first meeting of
the new Parliament after a General Scottish Parliamentary Election, whether
ordinary or extraordinary, unless a fresh registration is made within that period.

Failure to comply with or contravention of these rules may result in a group’s loss of
recognition as a Cross-Party Group and loss of access by the group to the
Parliament’s facilities and any privileges generally accorded to recognised Cross-
Party Groups.   Such failure could also lead to penalties being imposed on a Member
by the Parliament.



ANNEXE B

Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………………….

Name: Robert Brown

Date: 13/7/00

This declaration must be signed by an elected officer of the group who is a
Member of the Parliament.  This Member will be held primarily responsible for
ensuring that the rules, including the rules on registration, are complied with
by the group.
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Registration form for Cross-Party Groups in the Scottish Parliament

The general rules and procedures on registration of Cross-Party Groups are set out
in the Standards Committee 2nd Report 1999 “Regulation of Cross-Party Groups”.  A
summary of these rules is available from the Standards Committee office
(Ext:85179).  It is suggested that the group keeps these to hand in order that it is
aware of its continuing requirements under these rules.

In order to be considered by the Standards Committee for recognition as a Cross-
Party Group in the Scottish Parliament, to be entitled to use that name in its title and
to have access to Parliamentary facilities, a group must lodge a statement for the
Register of Cross-Party Groups, including details of all matters specified below.  The
statement should be lodged on this form and should be submitted to the office of the
Standards Clerk within 30 days of the group’s first meeting.

This form must be completed by an elected officer of the group who is a Member of
the Scottish Parliament.

Any further questions on the registration of Cross-Party Groups should be directed to
the Office of the Standards Clerks, Ext: 85179.



ANNEXE C

Full name of Group: Groups which have undertaken to comply with the rules on
Cross-Party Groups may use the words “Cross-Party Group in the Scottish
Parliament” in their title.

Cross-Party Architecture and the Built Environment Group of the Scottish
Parliament

Purpose of the Group: A brief statement of the main purpose of the group.  Groups
are reminded that the Standards Committee will look very carefully at the proposed
purpose of a group to satisfy itself that its purpose is Parliamentary in nature and of
genuine public interest.

The establishment and maintenance of a forum of MSPs and others to discuss
the economic, social, environmental and cultural contributions that
architecture and the built environment can make to the maintenance of the
highest standards of design, the promotion of architectural excellence,
improving the quality of life of Scotland’s citizens within the responsibilities
devolved to the Scottish Parliament.

The objectives:

1. Influencing the quality of architecture and design in Scotland.
2. Developing the debate on architecture, and the built environment within

which it is placed.
3. Sustaining a dialogue on Scottish architectural design in a European and

World context.
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Members of the Group: When listing members who are MSPs, only the MSPs
name need be given.  For members from outwith the Parliament, the name of the
member and an indication of any interest or employer they represent must be given.

Des McNulty
Robert Brown
Keith Raffan
Lord James Douglas Hamilton
Brian Monteith
Cathy Jamieson
Patricia Ferguson
Fiona McLeod
Robin Harper
John McAllion
Robin Turner, National Trust for Scotland
Sebastian Tombs, RIAS
Jack Hugh, RIAS
George Wren, Wren Rutherford ASL
Tom Elder, Elder and Canna Architects
Graeme Dove, Hackland and Dove Architects
Gordon Murray, Murray and Dunlop Architects
Fiona Ashmore, Society of Antiquaries of Scotland
Sean O’Riley, Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland
Lorna Main, Association of Regional and Island Architects
Donald Murdoch, Association of Chief Architects of Scottish Local Authorities
Karen Anderson, Anderson Christie and Co., Architects
Robert Campbell, Campbell and Morris Associates
Christopher Miller, Architect (Prison Service)
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Officers of the Group: Please amend titles as necessary e.g. to indicate joint office
holders, or preferred titles.

Convener Des McNulty MSP

Vice–Convener

Robin Harper MSP

Secretary

Jack Hugh

Treasurer

Sebastian Tombs

Financial or other benefits received by the Group: The group must register any
financial or other material benefit received by the group from whatever source, where
the value of the financial sum or benefit from any single source exceeds £250 in any
one calendar year.  This includes donations, sponsorship, subscriptions, hospitality,
gifts, visits, provision of services or accommodation or staff assistance.  The value of
use of Parliamentary facilities need not be registered.

The details requiring to be registered include a brief description of the benefit, the
approximate monetary value, the date on which it was received and the source from
which it came.  Where a consultancy organisation provides benefits, the client on
whose behalf these are provided should be named.

£5 individuals

£10 organisations

Subscriptions: Where a group charges or proposes to charge a subscription, this
must be reasonable and the same for all members.  The amount of the subscription
should be registered and the purposes for which it is intended to use the
subscription.
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Staff employed by or working for groups: If a group makes use of staff issued
with a Parliamentary pass, any paid activity undertaken by those staff where the
employer benefits from the pass holder’s access to the Parliament must be
registered.  There is no need to state the amount of remuneration. The requirement
relates both to staff employed directly by the group and to staff employed by an
outside organisation to provide assistance to the group.

Name of staff member

Job title (in paid activity where employer organisation benefits from pass holder’s
access to Parliament).

Name of Employer Organisation

Type of Employer Organisation

Group contact: Please give the name, full Parliamentary address and telephone
number of an elected official of the group who is an MSP who will be the contact for
registration matters for the group. Initially this must be the Member who signs the
declaration on compliance with the rules on behalf of the group.  If a group
subsequently changes the designated contact, the office of the Standards Clerk must
be informed within 7 days of the change.

Des McNulty,
PHQ

Tel: 0131 348 5918
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Failure to comply with, or contravention of, the rules on registration of Cross-Party
Groups could lead to penalties being imposed on a Member by the Parliament.
(Further details on procedure and practice for enforcement of rules relating to
Members’ conduct will be set out in the Code of Conduct for Members.) Any
penalties on a Member could be in addition to loss of recognition of the group as a
Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament and denial of access to Parliamentary
facilities.

The Register is regulated, and compliance with the registration requirements is
monitored, by the Standards Committee.

N.B. Where a Member gains personally from a benefit relating to activity of a
group, he or she should consider whether that benefit falls within the rules
applicable to the Register of Members’ Interests, and so should also be
included in that Register by the Member concerned, or whether it falls within
the rule on paid advocacy set out in the Members’ Interests Order.
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Declaration on establishment of a Cross-Party Group

I declare that Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on Architecture and the
Built Environment is constituted in accordance with the Rules on Cross-Party Groups
in the Scottish Parliament set out below, and that in its operation the group will
comply with the Rules:

1. The group must be Parliamentary in character, and its purpose must be of
genuine public interest.

2. The group’s membership must be open to all Members of the Parliament and
must include at least 5 MSPs of which at least one Member must be from each of
the parties or groups represented in the Parliamentary Bureau.  In circumstances
where the Standards Committee considers it is merited in relation to a particular
group, this rule may be modified or waived.

3. The group may contain members from outwith the Parliament, but the overall
membership profile of the group must remain clearly Parliamentary in character,
with attendance at group meetings compliant with rule 10 below.

4. The group must elect its officers within 30 days of its first meeting and every 12
months subsequently.  At least two of the elected officers, one of whom must be
the convener, must be Members of the Parliament. Elections for office bearers
must be announced at least ten days in advance in the Cross-Party Group
Bulletin (for information on using the Bulletin, contact the office of the
Webmaster).  The announcement must be made and the elections must take
place when the Parliament is sitting.

5. The group must comply with the requirements on the registration of Cross-Party
Groups detailed below.

6. The group must submit a declaration on compliance with the rules as detailed
below.

7. Where members are charged a subscription e.g. to cover administrative costs,
the cost to all members must be the same and must be reasonable.

8. Any Member of the Parliament may attend and speak at any meeting (including
the Annual General Meeting) of a group, but only registered members may vote
at any meeting. Where a group has registered members from outwith the
Parliament, those members may attend, speak and vote at any meeting.  But
where members are charged a subscription, a group may decide that voting
rights may be restricted to those members (MSPs or others) who are paid-up
members of the group.

9. Cross-Party Group meetings must be held in public.   Meetings of the group must
be announced in the Cross-Party Group Bulletin at least one calendar week
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before the meeting takes place.  Members of the public, who are not registered
members of the group, may be invited to speak but may not vote at any meeting.

10. To maintain and guarantee the Parliamentary nature of the occasion, at least two
Members of the Parliament, both members of the group, should be present at
every meeting.

11. Cross-Party Groups may use, subject to availability, the meeting rooms of the
Parliament and any members from outwith the Parliament may use, in connection
with Cross-Party Group meetings, the restaurant and other facilities normally
available to visitors as guests of an MSP and under the same conditions.
Groups must observe the rules for the booking of rooms (for information about
booking of rooms, please contact the Facilities Helpdesk).

12. Cross-Party Groups must respect the limitations on the use of Parliamentary
facilities:

•  MSPs, but not other members of Cross-Party Groups, may make reasonable use
of the Parliament’s telephone, fax, e-mail system and photocopying facilities in
pursuit of Cross-Party Group business or where expressly permitted by these
rules e.g. use of the Cross-Party Group Bulletin.  Groups may not otherwise use
the Parliament’s telephone, fax, photocopying and IT facilities other than where
these are available for public use.

•  Groups may not make use of Parliamentary stationery or free postage facilities
provided by the Parliament.

•  Groups may not make use of the Parliament’s audio or broadcasting equipment
and there is no provision for the televising or sound recording of their
proceedings.

•  Groups may not draw on the resources of the Parliamentary Clerks or the Official
Report or other Parliamentary staff to service meetings except in fulfilment of the
requirements of these rules or where expressly permitted by them, e.g. in order to
book meeting rooms.

•  MSPs who are members of a Cross-Party Group may use the services of the
Parliament's Information Centre to brief themselves on matters relating to that
Group, but other members of the Group may not.

13. Cross-Party Groups must conform with such other rules as may be laid down
from time to time by the Standards Committee, the Parliament or the Scottish
Parliamentary Corporate Body. Conveners of groups will be informed in advance
of any amendments to the rules on Cross-Party Groups.

14.  Cross-Party Groups will cease to be recognised 90 days after the first meeting of
the new Parliament after a General Scottish Parliamentary Election, whether
ordinary or extraordinary, unless a fresh registration is made within that period.

Failure to comply with or contravention of these rules may result in a group’s loss of
recognition as a Cross-Party Group and loss of access by the group to the
Parliament’s facilities and any privileges generally accorded to recognised Cross-
Party Groups.   Such failure could also lead to penalties being imposed on a Member
by the Parliament.
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Signed:

Name: Des McNulty.

Date: 6/9/00……

This declaration must be signed by an elected officer of the group who is a
Member of the Parliament.  This Member will be held primarily responsible for
ensuring that the rules, including the rules on registration, are complied with
by the group.
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Registration form for Cross-Party Groups in the Scottish Parliament

The general rules and procedures on registration of Cross-Party Groups are set out
in the Standards Committee 2nd Report 1999 “Regulation of Cross-Party Groups”.  A
summary of these rules is available from the Standards Committee office
(Ext:85179).  It is suggested that the group keeps these to hand in order that it is
aware of its continuing requirements under these rules.

In order to be considered by the Standards Committee for recognition as a Cross-
Party Group in the Scottish Parliament, to be entitled to use that name in its title and
to have access to Parliamentary facilities, a group must lodge a statement for the
Register of Cross-Party Groups, including details of all matters specified below.  The
statement should be lodged on this form and should be submitted to the office of the
Standards Clerk within 30 days of the group’s first meeting.

This form must be completed by an elected officer of the group who is a Member of
the Scottish Parliament.

Any further questions on the registration of Cross-Party Groups should be directed to
the Office of the Standards Clerks, Ext: 85179.
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Full name of Group: Groups which have undertaken to comply with the rules on
Cross-Party Groups may use the words “Cross-Party Group in the Scottish
Parliament” in their title.

Cross-Party International Development Group of the Scottish Parliament (IDG)

Purpose of the Group: A brief statement of the main purpose of the group.  Groups
are reminded that the Standards Committee will look very carefully at the proposed
purpose of a group to satisfy itself that its purpose is Parliamentary in nature and of
genuine public interest.

Aims:
- to ensure liaison between MSPs and organisations working in Scotland on

international aid and development issues
- to raise awareness in Scotland of these issues and to provide a Scottish

forum for discussion
- to promote stronger links between Scotland and international aid and

development agencies

Objectives:
- to promote development and education in Scotland
- to provide a forum for engagement with southern countries and those in

economic transition on debt relief and the causes and consequences of
poverty

- to support Scottish organisations working in international aid abd
development programmes

- to facilitate regular visits to Scotland by representatives of the international
humanitarian agencies

- to engage with minority residents in Scotland and to encourage their
involvement in the work of the group
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Members of the Group: When listing members who are MSPs, only the MSPs
name need be given.  For members from outwith the Parliament, the name of the
member and an indication of any interest or employer they represent must be given.

George Reid
Des McNulty
Mike Watson
Linda Fabiani
Robin Harper
Cathy Jamieson
Ian Jenkins
Karen Whitefield
Helen Eadie
Lord James Douglas Hamilton
Colin Campbell
Robert Brown
Denis Canavan
Donald Gorrie
Nick Johnston
Johann Lamont
Lewis Macdonald
Jamie McGrigor
Lyndsay Macintosh
Sandra White
Kenneth Macintosh
Sylvia Jackson
Paul Chitnis, SCIAF
Ashok Ohri
Marie Hearle, Oxfam
Rosemary Burnett, Amnesty International
John Watson, World Development Movement
Frances Mildmay, United Nations Association
Rev. Norman Shanks, Iona Community
Liz Hendry, Jubilee 2000
Kathy Siddle, Population Concern
Rowena Arshad, CERES
Linda Todd, Leprosy Mission Scotland
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Officers of the Group: Please amend titles as necessary e.g. to indicate joint office
holders, or preferred titles.

Convener George Reid MSP

Vice–Convener

Des McNulty MSP

Secretary

Paul Chitnis (SCIAF)

Treasurer

Ashok Ohri

Financial or other benefits received by the Group: The group must register any
financial or other material benefit received by the group from whatever source, where
the value of the financial sum or benefit from any single source exceeds £250 in any
one calendar year.  This includes donations, sponsorship, subscriptions, hospitality,
gifts, visits, provision of services or accommodation or staff assistance.  The value of
use of Parliamentary facilities need not be registered.

The details requiring to be registered include a brief description of the benefit, the
approximate monetary value, the date on which it was received and the source from
which it came.  Where a consultancy organisation provides benefits, the client on
whose behalf these are provided should be named.

Subscriptions: Where a group charges or proposes to charge a subscription, this
must be reasonable and the same for all members.  The amount of the subscription
should be registered and the purposes for which it is intended to use the
subscription.

Individuals £5

Organisations £10
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Staff employed by or working for groups: If a group makes use of staff issued
with a Parliamentary pass, any paid activity undertaken by those staff where the
employer benefits from the pass holder’s access to the Parliament must be
registered.  There is no need to state the amount of remuneration. The requirement
relates both to staff employed directly by the group and to staff employed by an
outside organisation to provide assistance to the group.

Name of staff member

Job title (in paid activity where employer organisation benefits from pass holder’s
access to Parliament).

Name of Employer Organisation

Type of Employer Organisation

Group contact: Please give the name, full Parliamentary address and telephone
number of an elected official of the group who is an MSP who will be the contact for
registration matters for the group. Initially this must be the Member who signs the
declaration on compliance with the rules on behalf of the group.  If a group
subsequently changes the designated contact, the office of the Standards Clerk must
be informed within 7 days of the change.

Des McNulty MSP,
PHQ

tel: 0131 348 5918
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Failure to comply with, or contravention of, the rules on registration of Cross-Party
Groups could lead to penalties being imposed on a Member by the Parliament.
(Further details on procedure and practice for enforcement of rules relating to
Members’ conduct will be set out in the Code of Conduct for Members.) Any
penalties on a Member could be in addition to loss of recognition of the group as a
Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament and denial of access to Parliamentary
facilities.

The Register is regulated, and compliance with the registration requirements is
monitored, by the Standards Committee.

N.B. Where a Member gains personally from a benefit relating to activity of a
group, he or she should consider whether that benefit falls within the rules
applicable to the Register of Members’ Interests, and so should also be
included in that Register by the Member concerned, or whether it falls within
the rule on paid advocacy set out in the Members’ Interests Order.
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Declaration on establishment of a Cross-Party Group

I declare that Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on International
Development is constituted in accordance with the Rules on Cross-Party Groups in
the Scottish Parliament set out below, and that in its operation the group will comply
with the Rules:

1. The group must be Parliamentary in character, and its purpose must be of
genuine public interest.

2. The group’s membership must be open to all Members of the Parliament and
must include at least 5 MSPs of which at least one Member must be from each of
the parties or groups represented in the Parliamentary Bureau.  In circumstances
where the Standards Committee considers it is merited in relation to a particular
group, this rule may be modified or waived.

3. The group may contain members from outwith the Parliament, but the overall
membership profile of the group must remain clearly Parliamentary in character,
with attendance at group meetings compliant with rule 10 below.

4. The group must elect its officers within 30 days of its first meeting and every 12
months subsequently.  At least two of the elected officers, one of whom must be
the convener, must be Members of the Parliament. Elections for office bearers
must be announced at least ten days in advance in the Cross-Party Group
Bulletin (for information on using the Bulletin, contact the office of the
Webmaster).  The announcement must be made and the elections must take
place when the Parliament is sitting.

5. The group must comply with the requirements on the registration of Cross-Party
Groups detailed below.

6. The group must submit a declaration on compliance with the rules as detailed
below.

7. Where members are charged a subscription e.g. to cover administrative costs,
the cost to all members must be the same and must be reasonable.

8. Any Member of the Parliament may attend and speak at any meeting (including
the Annual General Meeting) of a group, but only registered members may vote
at any meeting. Where a group has registered members from outwith the
Parliament, those members may attend, speak and vote at any meeting.  But
where members are charged a subscription, a group may decide that voting
rights may be restricted to those members (MSPs or others) who are paid-up
members of the group.

9. Cross-Party Group meetings must be held in public.   Meetings of the group must
be announced in the Cross-Party Group Bulletin at least one calendar week
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before the meeting takes place.  Members of the public, who are not registered
members of the group, may be invited to speak but may not vote at any meeting.

10. To maintain and guarantee the Parliamentary nature of the occasion, at least two
Members of the Parliament, both members of the group, should be present at
every meeting.

11. Cross-Party Groups may use, subject to availability, the meeting rooms of the
Parliament and any members from outwith the Parliament may use, in connection
with Cross-Party Group meetings, the restaurant and other facilities normally
available to visitors as guests of an MSP and under the same conditions.
Groups must observe the rules for the booking of rooms (for information about
booking of rooms, please contact the Facilities Helpdesk).

12. Cross-Party Groups must respect the limitations on the use of Parliamentary
facilities:

•  MSPs, but not other members of Cross-Party Groups, may make reasonable use
of the Parliament’s telephone, fax, e-mail system and photocopying facilities in
pursuit of Cross-Party Group business or where expressly permitted by these
rules e.g. use of the Cross-Party Group Bulletin.  Groups may not otherwise use
the Parliament’s telephone, fax, photocopying and IT facilities other than where
these are available for public use.

•  Groups may not make use of Parliamentary stationery or free postage facilities
provided by the Parliament.

•  Groups may not make use of the Parliament’s audio or broadcasting equipment
and there is no provision for the televising or sound recording of their
proceedings.

•  Groups may not draw on the resources of the Parliamentary Clerks or the Official
Report or other Parliamentary staff to service meetings except in fulfilment of the
requirements of these rules or where expressly permitted by them, e.g. in order to
book meeting rooms.

•  MSPs who are members of a Cross-Party Group may use the services of the
Parliament's Information Centre to brief themselves on matters relating to that
Group, but other members of the Group may not.

13. Cross-Party Groups must conform with such other rules as may be laid down
from time to time by the Standards Committee, the Parliament or the Scottish
Parliamentary Corporate Body. Conveners of groups will be informed in advance
of any amendments to the rules on Cross-Party Groups.

14.  Cross-Party Groups will cease to be recognised 90 days after the first meeting of
the new Parliament after a General Scottish Parliamentary Election, whether
ordinary or extraordinary, unless a fresh registration is made within that period.

Failure to comply with or contravention of these rules may result in a group’s loss of
recognition as a Cross-Party Group and loss of access by the group to the
Parliament’s facilities and any privileges generally accorded to recognised Cross-
Party Groups.   Such failure could also lead to penalties being imposed on a Member
by the Parliament.
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Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………………….

Name: Des McNulty

Date: 7/9/00

This declaration must be signed by an elected officer of the group who is a
Member of the Parliament.  This Member will be held primarily responsible for
ensuring that the rules, including the rules on registration, are complied with
by the group.


