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RESTRICTED WHEN COMPLETED

QUESTIONNAIRE  NO

SUBSTITUTION ON COMMITTEES OF THE PARLIAMENT

You should complete this form by:

 deleting the boxed option which does not apply;
completing a comment box;  or

by placing a  �      in the relevant box, as appropriate.

When you have completed the form please send it by e-mail
(eileen.martin@scottish.parliament.uk), by fax to Eileen (0131 348 5088), or in
hard copy to the following address:

Eileen Martin, Procedures  Committee Clerking Team, Room 5.19, The
Scottish Parliament, Parliamentary Headquarters, George IV Bridge,
Edinburgh EH99 1SP.

The questionnaire is anonymous so please do not sign the form.

1. Should substitution be permitted
only in identifiable circumstances?

2. If you believe that substitution
should be permitted in identifiable
circumstances, what do you think these
circumstances should be?

3. Should the relevant Party Business
Manager be responsible for arranging Party
substitutes (each party will nominate a substitute
for each committee, ie there would
be one substitute per party per committee);
or should individual members be responsible
for their own arrangements (subject to whatever
overall framework is agreed by the Parliament)?

4. Should Party substitutes be named?

5. Should there be one substitute
only per committee named from each Party,
or more than one?

✔

YES NO

Party
Business
Manager

Individual
Members

YES NO

ONE MORE
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6. If you have answered ‘MORE’  to question
5, how many substitutes do you believe should
be named from each Party to each committee?

7. If you believe that a Party should
name more than one named substitute, should
the substitutes be able to divide committee
business up to take account of other work
pressures?  (This could mean different substitutes for
various items on a Committee agenda; but such an
arrangement might, arguably, allow these substitute
members to devote more time to individual items.)

8. Should substitutes be able to substitute
and act as:

Conveners

Deputy Conveners

Committee reporters

9. Apart from the issues covered by
question 8, should substitutes be able to
take part in the full range of committee business,
including voting and attendance of committee
business outside Edinburgh?

10. Should substitutes dispose of one vote only
ie the vote of the member they are substituting, or
should he/she be able to dispose of the votes of
all absent members of his/her Party, ie a proxy
voting system?

11. Should special substitution arrangements
be made in the case of a member who is in a single
member Party or is a single individual?

12. If you have answered YES to question
11, do you think that a member who is a member of
a single member Party or is a single individual
should be able to be substituted by a member of
another Party?  (Any such arrangement would be a
departure from the present Party balance on committees.)

13. Should named substitutes receive all
committee papers, including private papers?

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

One
vote
only

YES NO

YES NO

Proxy
System

YES NO
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14. Who should be responsible for
serving  notice to the clerk of a substitution?

Party Business Manager

Permanent Member

Substitute

15. What period of notice should be required?

24 hours

1 hour

other period

at start of meeting

16. Do you have any further points you wish to make?

17. Are you a front bench spokesman, or a back bencher?

Thank you for taking the time to fill in this questionnaire.  Please return
it now to Eileen Martin at the following address: Eileen Martin, The
Scottish Parliament, Room 5.19, PHQ, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh
EH99 1SP; or by e-mail (eileen.martin@scottish.parliament.uk), or fax
(0131 348 5088)


