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JUSTICE 1 COMMITTEE

AGENDA

18th Meeting, 2001 (Session 1)

22 May 2001

The Committee will meet at 10.30 am in The Chamber, Assembly Hall, The Mound,
Edinburgh to consider jointly, with the Justice 2 Committee, the following agenda
items:

1. Budget Process 2002/3 (in private): The Committee will consider the draft
Stage 1 report on the Budget Process 2002/3.

Lynn Tullis
Clerk to the Committee, Tel 85246



The following paper is attached for this meeting:

Draft Stage 1 Report (PRIVATE) J1/01/18/1

The following paper is circulated for information:

Letter from the Scottish Executive (Fire Service Budget) J1/01/18/2
Written Answer – SLAB Budget J1/01/18/3



J1/01/18/3 and J2/01/14/3

J1.01.18.3 and J2.01.14.3

Written Answers
Tuesday 15 May 2001

Scottish Executive

Legal Aid

Maureen Macmillan (Highlands and Islands) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how the Scottish
Legal Aid Board will handle any increased workload flowing from recent and anticipated policy
developments, while maintaining and improving its standards.

(S1W-15787)

Mr Jim Wallace: The board recently submitted a bid for additional resources to allow them to
modernise their infrastructure and systems; to deal with a significant increase in workload, and to
improve the speed and accuracy of its decision making.

Separately, the board had earlier applied for funding under our Modernising Government initiative to
assist with the move to electronic delivery of legal aid.

Both the general and the Modernising Government bids would be used by the board on the "invest to
save" principle. In other words, some of the investment now will yield efficiency gains and savings in
future years.

I have decided to increase the grant-in-aid to the board to allow the proposed programme of
investments to proceed. This will improve both the services that the board provides to its clients and
its overall efficiency. I have looked very carefully at the current level of demand for legal aid and
believe that this increase can be afforded within the existing overall provision.

Under the Modernising Government Fund, the board was awarded £0.75 million, of which £0.7 million
will be provided in the current year. To complement this money, I have decided that, over and above
the grant-in-aid, additional funds should be made available over the next two years amounting to
£956,000 in total.

The board’s basic grant-in-aid provision in 2001-02, 2002-03 and 2003-04 will now be £8.8 million,
£8.9 million and £9.0 million respectively. The additional Modernising Government monies will bring
the totals to £9.875 million, £9.49 million and £9.0 million respectively.




