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JUSTICE 1 COMMITTEE

AGENDA

13th Meeting, 2001 (Session 1)

2 May 2001

The Committee will meet at 9.30 am in Committee Room 3, Committee Chambers,
George IV Bridge, Edinburgh.

1. Items in Private: The Committee will consider whether to take items 4 and 5 in
private.

2. Convention Rights (Compliance) (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will consider
the Bill at Stage 2 (Day 2).

3. Petition: The Committee will consider PE227 by Alistair MacDonald.

4. Handling of Committee business: The Committee will consider the process for
handling future business.

5. Regulation of the Legal Profession: The Committee will consider candidates
for the post of adviser on its inquiry into regulation of the legal profession.

Lynn Tullis
Clerk to the Committee, Tel 85246



The following papers are attached for this meeting:

Item 3
Note by the Clerk (copy of petition attached) J1/01/13/1

Item 4
Note by the Clerk (private paper) J1/01/13/2

Item 5
Note by the Clerk (private paper) J1/01/13/3

Papers not circulated:

Item 2:
Members may wish to consult the Bill and accompanying documents. Copies of the
marshalled list and groupings will be available on the day of the meeting.

Papers for information circulated for the 13th meeting, 2001

Convention Rights (Compliance) (Scotland) Bill – letter from
the Scottish Executive regarding legal aid tribunals J1/01/13/4

Legal Aid Inquiry: Correspondence between SLAB and the
Faculty of Advocates J1/01/13/5

Convention Rights (Compliance) (Scotland) Bill – discussion
paper by The Scottish Human Rights Forum on A Human
Rights Commission for Scotland

J1/01/13/6

Minutes of the 10th and 11th meetings J1/01/10/M and
J1/01/11/M

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parl_bus/petitions/pe227.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/just1-01/j1mop0425.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/just1-01/j1mop0425b.htm
http://dspace.dial.pipex.com/shrc/
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JUSTICE 1 COMMITTEE

Petition PE227 by Alistair MacDonald

Note by the Clerk

Background

This petition calls for the Scottish Parliament to approve a thorough investigation into
the actions of the public agencies and the National Trust for Scotland (NTS) as
architects of the current proposals and policies of Glencoe, in particular looking at
public consultation and the future role of the NTS as a landowner.

The petitioners are concerned regarding the NTS’s proposals for Glencoe which
comprise:
• a Woodland Grant Scheme covering 767.9 hectares; and
• a new Visitor Centre at Inverigan.
Committee members should note that these proposals have already received the
necessary permissions, and the Parliament is unable to reverse this.

The Public Petitions Committee have requested the Justice 1 Committee to consider
whether it would want to consider the future role of the National Trust for Scotland as
a landowner as part of its consideration of the proposed Land Reform Bill.  Aspects
of the draft Bill which may encompass the petitioner’s concerns include:
• increased diversity in the way land is owned and used so that management and

ownership will be extended to a larger group, and
• a greater community involvement in the ownership and usage of land so there is

more decision making at local level.

The petition has already been passed to the Transport and the Environment
Committee which has considered the petitioner’s first two requests (Transport and
the Environment Committee 7th meeting, 7 March 2001), and suggested that the
Rural Development Committee may want to carry out an inquiry into the role of the
NTS as a major landowner as suggested by the petitioner.  The Rural Development
Committee will consider this possibility at its meeting on 5 June.

The Public Petitions Committee has also written to Allan Wilson MSP,  (then Deputy
Minister for Environment, Sport and Culture), for comment (see enclosed letter).  In
his reply, the Minister refutes the concern voiced by the petitioner that the NTS
receives favourable treatment in its dealings with Government because of its
ownership or interests in historic Scottish sites.  The Minister also states that he is
content that the Woodland Grant Scheme application submitted by the NTS was
subject to full public consultation, and that no objections or representations were
made to The Highland Council regarding the planning proposals for the Visitor
Centre.

Procedure

The Standing Orders make clear that, where the Public Petitions Committee refers a
petition to another committee, it is for that committee then to take “such action as
they consider appropriate” (Rule 15.6.2(a)).



Options

The Committee may wish to postpone consideration of this petition until the Rural
Development Committee considers whether it would like to conduct an inquiry into
the land use issues raised.    The Committee may then wish to decide whether to
give consideration to the specific issue of the future role of the National Trust for
Scotland as a landowner when it looks at the draft Land Reform Bill.  (Committee
members are reminded that the consultation period for this Bill has been extended to
the end of June).  Alternatively, the Committee may wish to note the petition and take
no further action.






















