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Welcome    Editorial

Welcome to Issue 9 of Europe Matters, the electronic newsletter of the
Scottish Parliament’s European Committee. 

Since our last issue, the Committee has spent a great deal of time reviewing the
way we work and the issues on which we focus. This has led to a reorientation of
our workload to cover scrutiny of the implementation of EC/EU legislation in
Scotland as well as the negotiations leading to its adoption in Europe, before and
after Council meetings.

It has also led to a new focus in terms of three further inquiries to be
undertaken by the Committee over the period to 2003 on waste minimisation,
on Scotland’s contribution to Europe’s Employment Strategy and
Corporate Social Responsibility and on a review of Scotland’s
‘representation’ in Brussels.  We have been helped in our decision-making in
this respect through our successful trip to the EC institutions which took place in
early March 2002.

We have also published as a Committee the work of our reporter, Ben Wallace
MSP, on the challenges and opportunities posed by enlargement of the EU.
This was launched and well received at a reception held for representatives in
Scotland of the various consulate-generals of the candidate countries. In my
view, too much emphasis is given to the threats of enlargement to the UK’s share
of funds, such as CAP or regional development, without also emphasising the
trade and other benefits of links with these new Member States. That is why we
are supporting the Executive’s efforts to make new links to these countries and
are also as a parliament making links with the Czech Republic, Estonia and the
regional parliaments in the eastern part of Germany near the current borders of
the EU.

And we continue to track and participate in the increasing debate on Europe’s
future and the way we are governed. Our Committee report has now been
debated and endorsed by the parliament as a whole and we as a Committee are
trying to spark a greater debate amongst civic society in Scotland, as well as
having our say in various European fora such as the Committee of the Regions.



I hope you enjoy this issue of Europe Matters and as always, invite you to
contact us about any issue that you think we should be discussing.

Irene Oldfather MSP
Convener



All the news    Major Inquiry launched: Europe's Employment
   Strategy and Corporate Social Responsibility: an
   Inquiry into the Scottish Model

Following the Committee’s annual visit to the EU institutions in Brussels in
the Spring, members agreed to undertake a major inquiry looking at
Europe’s Employment Strategy from a Scottish perspective.  Specifically
looking at job creation, corporate social responsibility and skills and
mobility. The inquiry will form part of Europe's Employment Strategy
(EES), which aims to tackle unemployment and eliminate poverty.

The full terms of reference for this can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/whats_happening/news-02/ceu02-004a.htm

For inquiries to be truly effective we require input from as wide a spectrum
of the people as possible, so if you would like to contribute to the debate
and our inquiry, please do so.

   The future of structural funds post-2006 –
   Committee calls for retention of EU funds and for
   reforms

The Committee has published its report into the future of structural funds
and cohesion policy post 2006. Scotland currently benefits quite
significantly from such funds, to the tune of over £1 billion over the period
2000-2006. This, however, is set to change with enlargement (see below).
With the entry of new, less well developed countries to the south and east
of Europe’s current borders, the sums available to Scotland may diminish.
How then should the current system for funding be reformed and what
should Scotland be doing are key questions addressed in the report. A
copy can be obtained at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-02/eur02-03-
01.htm

   Go-East: Committee publishes report on the
   challenges and opportunities of EU enlargement

One of the earliest issues flagged up by the Committee
was the impact that the proposed Enlargement of the
EU will have in Scotland post 2006. Consequently, the
Committee tasked Ben Wallace MSP with the job as
Reporter to the Committee on the opportunities and
challenges Enlargement will bring to Scotland.



After 2 years comprehensive research by Ben Wallace and his team, the
result has been published as the Committee’s 1st Report 2002, and can be
found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-02/eur02-01-
01.htm

   Parliamentary scrutiny – Committee questions
   Deputy First Minister on external relations and
   priorities for Europe

The Committee was delighted to have Jim Wallace MSP, Deputy First
Minister, appear before them in March 2002 to discuss the priorities of the
Scottish Executive in light of the plans of the Spanish Presidency and on
the Executive’s strategy for external relations. In an informative session
the Committee was able to learn more about how the Executive
approaches each Presidency of the Council and its thoughts on the items
of business of most importance to Scotland. These briefings at the start of
each Presidency will now be a regular feature of the Committee’s work,
probably taking place in February and September of each year.

   EC-UK Group meets in London

Irene Oldfather MSP represented the Committee at the fourth meeting of
the EC-UK Group (European Chairs-United Kingdom), which met in
London at the House of Commons in April 2002. The chairs of the
committees of the House of Commons, House of Lords, Welsh and
Northern Irish Assemblies and Scottish Parliament were all present. The
chairs also met Gisella Stuart MP, David Heathcot-Amory MP and The
Lord McLennan, who are the UK’s representatives on the Convention on
the Future of Europe. The day long meeting was very successful and an
important initiative in terms of sharing ideas and information across the
legislatures of the UK. Minutes are available from the Clerk to the
European Committee. The next meeting falls to the Scottish Parliament to
organise, having completed the round-UK tour, probably in the autumn.

   Future of Europe/Governance: Committee to stay
   active – and to listen to the people

Just because we published a report on this in December 2001, the
intertwined issues of the Future of Europe and EU Governance have not
been forgotten by the Committee

Far from it. These are crucial ongoing debates that effect every citizen of
Europe – and it is vital we continue to contribute to the debate.



Over the next few months, the Committee is hoping to hear again from the
UK Minister for Europe, the Rt Hon Peter Hain MP along with the other
MPs who serve on the UK’s team at the Convention on the Future of
Europe.

But its not just politicians we want to hear from either. The Committee is
planning to host a major debate for the people of Scotland on 16
September 2002 – the Scottish Parliament Convention on the Future
of Europe. The venue will be the Chamber of the Scottish Parliament –
but the key participants won’t be MSPs. They will be Civic Scotland. From
groups such as Trade Union and Business Leaders, Academics, and the
Voluntary Sector to ordinary Scots and schoolchildren with an interest in
Europe – the Committee want to hear from everyone who is concerned
about how Europe governs them and how they can best influence Europe.
Further details of this will follow over the next few weeks.

The Committee’s December 2001 report into the Future of Europe and
Governance is at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-01/eur01-09-
vol01-01.htm

This report was debated and agreed by the Parliament as a whole on 28
February – the transcript of this debate is at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/session-02/sor0228-
02.htm#Col9785

The Committee and its Members are
also continuing to engage with other
political representatives from across
the UK and the EU on this ongoing
issue. Members of the Committee
have attended a meeting of the
Assembly of European Regions
which met to discuss the Future of
Europe, have attended meetings of
the Convention on the Future of
Europe itself and have met senior

figures, such as Mr Amato (Vice President of the Convention and former
Prime Minister of Italy) (pictured).

   Europe Day – meeting the real Future of Europe

Europe Day (May 9) was marked in the Scottish Parliament this year by
inviting nearly 200 Primary 6 and 7 pupils from schools throughout the
country to discuss with MSPs, MEPs and representatives from Young
Scot and the Scottish Youth Parliament what Europe “meant to them”.



The European Committee
recognises that these pupils are
literally, “the future of Europe” and
will be ensuring that their – highly
articulate - views will be fed into
the Committee’s continuing work
on this important topic.

Parliament also marked Europe
Day by debating a motion by the
Convener of the European Committee, Irene Oldfather MSP – a transcript
of this debate can be found by clicking the link:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/session-02/sor0509-
02.htm#Col11833

   Building Friendships: developing links with sister
   Committees in Catalonia, Flanders and Saxony-
   Anhalt 

Whilst over in Brussels, we were delighted to meet members of our sister
Committee from the German Länder of Saxony-Anhalt. This enabled us to
discuss – face to face – issues of mutual interest – most importantly,
regional co-operation through programmes such as INTERREG.

However sending the Committee en masse to have face-to-face meetings
with counterparts throughout Europe is difficult to organise, and in April,
the Committee hosted a more practical, and innovative, 3-way
Videoconference with the European Committees of the Catalan and
Flemish Parliaments. Again this allowed the opportunity to develop our
links – but this time from the comfort of the Scottish Parliament! If you
would like a transcript of this meeting, please contact David Simpson:
david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk

The Committee is set to meet again with our colleagues from Flanders
and Catalonia in the autumn of 2002 in Edinburgh.

   Getting briefed – the Danish Presidency

With Denmark about to assume the Presidency of the EU on July 1, His
Excellency Tom Risdahl Jensen, Danish Ambassador to the UK
addressed MSPs on Denmark’s Plans and Priorities for the Presidency at
a meeting in the Scottish Parliament on Wednesday 28th June. This
followed on from similar meetings with the Ambassadors to the UK from
the countries holding the Presidency in the past. As a small country on the
North Sea with a population of 5 million, the links between Scotland and
Denmark are obvious, so this should be a most interesting six months
ahead from our perspective.  With Denmark in charge when the CFP



reforms are to be finalised, the mid-term review of CAP to be discussed
and other key policy issues, it will be a busy period for the European and
other committees of the Parliament.

   Committee launches inquiry into Scotland’s
   ‘representation’ in Brussels

How well are Scotland’s interests in Brussels represented? European
Committee members Ben Wallace and Helen Eadie are leading an inquiry
examing how the Scottish Executive, the Scottish Parliament and trade-
related organisations represent themselves formally and informally within
the institutions of the European Union – in particular what these bodies do
in Brussels, their resources, if there is any duplication of effort and
whether or not they could work together and share resources. If you would
like to submit evidence to the inquiry, please do so. The closing date for
submissions is Friday 13 September 2002. The full terms of reference
are at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/whats_happening/news-02/ceu02-009-call.htm

Committee
reports

   New Reports

The Committee has published 3 reports so far in 2002

� On the future for structural funds post 2006 (see above)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-02/eur02-03-
01.htm

� On Enlargement (see above): 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-02/eur02-01-
01.htm

� And on ways how the EC’s Water Framework Directive can be
implemented from a Scottish Perspective:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-02/eur02-02-
01.htm

Other documents – search our Committee Website
All other reports, documents, minutes and official reports (verbatim record)
for the Committee can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe.htm

Meetings in the Scottish Parliament (including those of the European
Committee) are now routinely broadcast on the Web at: 

http://www.scottishparliamentlive.com

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe.htm


Dates for
your diary

  

July
1st Scottish Parliament Recess begins

September
10th Committee meeting, Edinburgh (tbc)
16th Scottish Parliament Convention on the Future of Europe
24th Committee meeting, Edinburgh (tbc)

Who’s who     The Committee’s membership (as at 1/4/02) is as follows:

Irene Oldfather
(Convener)
Dennis Canavan
Colin Campbell
Helen Eadie
John Home Robertson
(Deputy Convener)

The Committee now has
2 substitute members:

Tavish Scott MSP and
Dr Winnie Ewing MSP

Sarah Boyack
Nora Radcliffe
Lloyd Quinan
Ben Wallace

Clerk: Stephen Imrie
Assistant Clerk: David Simpson
Clerk Team Support Officer: Nick Hawthorne
Legal Advisor: Christine Boch (Legal Office)
Europe Researcher: Aileen McLeod (SPICe)

If you would like more information on the work of the Committee, then please contact us:

Irene Oldfather MSP
c/o Stephen Imrie, Clerk to the European Committee
Room 5.15/5.16 PHQ, Scottish Parliament, George IV Bridge
Edinburgh EH99 1SP
Tel: 0131 348 5234, Fax: 0131 348 5088,
E-mail: Stephen.Imrie@scottish.parliament.uk

We really appreciate your views on Europe Matters and how you feel it could be
improved. Please E Mail your comments to David Simpson at:

david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk

alternatively, you can write to David at, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99
1SP or telephone 0131 348 5226.

David also maintains a database of contacts for the Committee to which he sends
Committee news links to Official Reports and Minutes of the Committee as soon as they
go on the Web. Please contact him if you wish to be added to this.

mailto:Stephen.Imrie@scottish.parliament.uk
mailto:david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk


If you require any information on the Scottish Parliament or on any other committee, the
you can contact the Parliament via:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk
Tel: 0131 348 5000 or E-mail: sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk

Webcasts from rhe Scottish Parliament are regularly broadcast on:
http://www.scottishparliamentlive.com

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/
mailto:sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk

