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Welcome    Editorial

Welcome to Issue 8 of Europe Matters, the electronic
newsletter of the Scottish Parliament’s European
Committee. First of all, following his selection as a Minister in
the Scottish Executive, I’d like to pay tribute to my predecessor
Hugh Henry MSP for all the work he did in his role as Convener
of the European Committee. I am honoured to take on this
responsibility and will be delighted to receive feedback from our

readers on where you think the committee should focus its efforts. I also
welcome a new Member, Sarah Boyack MSP, to the Committee.

I am pleased in this issue to bring you news of a whole range of interesting
developments, not least of which the committee efforts at coming to grips with
the challenge of the future of Europe debate. In advance of the Laeken
European Council in mid-December, the committee had been very busy taking
evidence from a range of organisations and reviewing the written evidence
received to date and I am pleased to report that we succeeded in our objective of
publishing our report before the Laeken Council (14/15 Dec).

In addition to the above inquiry, the committee has produced an informative
report into the proposed Directive on information and consultation rights of
employees, which was well received by Members of the European Parliament.
This reminds us of the need to always recognise the co-decision powers of
MEPs in many policy areas and the need to work in partnership with Scotland’s
representatives.

However, the committee and the Scottish Parliament can come into its own when
the question of the practical implementation of EC/EU legislation is the focus.
That’s why we will carry out a short, sharp look into the plans for the
implementation of the water framework directive (through the proposed Water
Environment Bill) and our continuing efforts to monitor the success of the
European Structural Funds in Scotland.

Since our last edition, the committee has had the pleasure of receiving many
distinguished guests, especially the Rt Hon Peter Hain MP and visitors from
Catalonia and the Belgian Ambassador to the UK, and I hope this can
continue as we seek to develop contacts and influence across the EU.

Irene Oldfather MSP
Convener



All the news    Committee publishes report on ‘employee rights’

Just in advance of the deliberations in the European Parliament’s
Employment and Social Affairs Committee, the committee published its
report into the Common Position on the so-called information and
consultation directive. If finally agreed, the directive will set out the
conditions under which employees or their representatives must be
informed and consulted by their employers about employment prospects,
with a view to reaching agreement about decisions likely to lead to
substantial changes in work organisation or contractual relations, including
redundancies and transfers.

In their key recommendations, the committee agreed (after division) that,
“that there should be no additional time allowed for the phasing in of this
Directive in the UK.” (para. 54). They also agreed (after division) that,
“efforts are made in the European Parliament towards reducing in Article
10, the thresholds laid down for the application of the Directive, without
putting adoption of the Directive at risk.” (para. 55). Finally, they called for
the Scottish Executive to, “consider placing conditions on company good
practice in relation to any funding provided by itself or its agencies, and for
resources to be offered to all companies and workers for training in the
new rights.” (para. 59).

In addition to reporting to parliament and informing the Scottish Executive,
the report was sent to MEPs on the EP Employment and Social Affairs
Committee, the European Commission and a representative of the Belgian
Presidency for interest.

The report can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-01/eur01-06-
01.htm

   Water, water everwhere: committee to look at plans
   for the implementation of the Directive

For the first time in its history, the Scottish
Parliament will transpose a piece of EC legislation –
the water framework directive – though primary
legislation.

This significant step reminds us that in many policy
areas, not least of which is the environmental field,
much of the business and the legislation in the
Scottish Parliament is a direct consequence of EC
initiatives.



In time, the Parliamentary Bureau will nominate a lead committee to
consider the Water Environment Bill when introduced. However, up until
that point, the European Committee has agreed to conduct a short, sharp
inquiry into the areas within the framework directive which allow for a
flexible or discretionary approach to the management of our water
resources and the impact on our environment. We hope the report will
inform the lead committee and the rest of the parliament as to the grounds
for a novel approach in Scotland.

To help members of the committee get a feel for
the impact of the Bill and the views of key
groups, two small delegations visited a range of
major users of water in both the Speyside region
and on the island of Islay. Amongst the
organisations visited on the short fact-finding
trips will be whisky distilleries, paper and pulp
industries etc.  We hope that by meeting senior
representatives from companies working in these
areas we will gain a better understanding of
where a flexible approach to the implementation

of the water framework directive might be required. The visits took place in
mid-November and we are grateful for the support of the Scotch Whisky
Association, the Highlands and Islands European Partnership and the
East of Scotland European Partnership for their help in drawing up the
packed programme.

   Committee says Scotland not ready for the euro

In less than 2 months time, the euro will become the
single currency for some 300 million people across the
Continent. This will have significant implications for
Scottish businesses and individual citizens.

Despite this impending step-change in the history of
European integration, the Parliament's European

Committee has expressed "disappointment" at the current state-of-
preparation across Scotland and has called for urgent measures to be
taken to address this issue.

In a report published on 12 November, the Committee examined in detail
how prepared are Scottish businesses and other organisations to face the
emergence of a major new currency from January 2002.



(Then) Committee Convener Hugh Henry said at the time of publication
that:

"Our Committee deliberately chose to make no conclusions or
recommendations as to the merits or otherwise of joining the single
currency.

"Nonetheless, we are convinced that irrespective of that decision, the
emergence of the euro as the sole currency of choice across the bulk of
the EU cannot fail to have an impact on businesses, the public sector and
civic society in Scotland and that some degree of preparation is
necessary.

"Given this, we are disappointed at the current state-of-preparation across
Scotland and are calling for urgent measures to address this issue. Given
the possibility for entry some time in the future, and we place no more
emphasis on it than that, the costs and resources required for changeover
are immense and action needs to be taken at national and local level
today if Scotland is not to be disadvantaged.

"It seems likely that the euro will develop as a 'parallel currency' in some
some sectors such as tourism and manufacturing. We are strongly of the
view that both the public and private sectors in Scotland should at least be
aware of the changes the single currency will bring for the UK.

"Though relations with the EC and fiscal, economic and monetary policy
are reserved matters, it is the Committee's view that our various
recommendations should be considered by the various institutions in order
to address our preparedness concerns.

"We feel that there are a number of activities that the Scottish Executive,
its agencies and other bodies across Scotland should consider
undertaking."

The Committee's 'Report on the preparation for, and policy implications of,
the single currency: a contribution to the euro debate in Scotland' contains
a number of recommendations, which include:

•  The Scottish Executive, even if the UK continues not to participate in
the single currency, should undertake a sustained effort to ensure
preparation throughout Scotland and should raise such issues with the
UK Government without delay.

•  The Executive should encourage the UK Government to conduct and
publish a study of the activities and successes of other Member States
and regions in terms of preparation.

•  Irrespective of a decision on entry, the UK Government should
consider in key sectors a process of encouraging fair dual pricing and
other forms of profile raising to increase the knowledge of the UK
consumer about the euro and to facilitate the spending of euros by
those visiting Scotland.



•  The Executive should discuss urgently with bodies such as
visitscotland the issues of encouraging the bulk of the tourist sector to
adopt dual pricing, ensuring marketing material and the like are quoted
in national currency units and the euro.

•  A public awareness campaign explaining the implications of the euro
should be considered, and the Executive should make appropriate
recommendations to the UK Government.

•  Scottish banks to consider taking back redundant foreign currency
without commission and for charities to be able to benefit from foreign
coins that cannot be exchanged at banks.

•  Vulnerable citizens in Scotland, such as the elderly and the visually
impaired, to be supported in finding out more about the new currency,
especially for when they make visits abroad.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-01/eur01-08-
01.htm

   EC-UK Group meets in Brussels

On 29 October, (Then)
Committee Convener Hugh
Henry MSP attended the 3rd

meeting of the European
Chairs-United Kingdom (EC-
UK) group with counterparts
from the UK Parliament, Wales
and Northern Ireland. This informal grouping is developing into a useful
forum to exchange information and discuss common approaches to EU
issues.

Hosted by the Welsh Assembly in their Wales European Centre, members
of the Group were able to see first hand the different approaches being
followed by the various reprsentative offices in Brussels. They also
discussed the opportunities and challenges of enlargement and the
possibility of a common response, as well as issues within the Future of
Europe debate.  Minutes of the meeting will be available from the
Committee Clerks in due course. The next meeting will be hosted by the
UK Parliament in London, sometime in Spring 2002.

   Review of structural funds: MSPs to visit EU-funded
   projects in the northeast and islands

Piggy-backing on their visit to a number if major water users (see above),
Members of the Committee also visited a series of projects funded partly
through the European Structural Funds. These included Paper Recycling
& Processing at Ballivicar Farm on Islay and a series of Water Supply



Improvements run by West of Scotland Water Authority on the island, and
a visit to a new business centre in Huntly.

The Committee’s aim is to discuss first-hand the impact that the projects
are making, as well as to see where improvements to the funding regime
can be made. The Committee has previously agreed to an annual review
of expenditure and impact, as well as continuing to press the notion for an
‘exit strategy’ from the funds that leaves a sustainable and long-term
impact in terms of investment to date. The Committee is always keen to
hear from you if you have any views on the use of the Funds in Scotland.

   Future of Europe/Governance: Report published

As part of the committee’s inquiry,
members made a small contribution to
history in the Scottish Parliament by
hearing for the first time in any meeting
of a parliamentary committee from an
UK Minister and a group of MPs and
MEPs. First to appear (22 October)
were Angus Robertson MP (SNP) and

Richard Spring MP (Conservative); both frontbench opposition
spokespersons for foreign affairs.

The Committee then (30 October) head from a cross party grouping from
within Scotland’s eight MEPs, along with Alain Lamassoure MEP (France,
PPE) the author of a key EP report on the deliniation of powers and
competences between the EU, the nation state and sub-member states
nations/regions.

Finally, the Committee heard from the Rt Hon Peter Hain MP, the UK’s
Minister for Europe, and had a discussion on the Future of Europe debate
and other areas of interest. This took place on the 5 November.

Within the last few days, the Committee agreed its final report, published
on Tuesday 11 December. You can find a copy at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-01/eur01-09-
vol01-01.htm

   Whitehall briefings: MSPs tap into HMG Briefings
   for MEPs

During the visit of the then UK’s Permanent Representative to the EU
institutions (UKRep), Sir Stephen Wall, the issue of enabling access for



MSPs to the briefing material produced for Scotland’s MEPs on EC/EU
legislative proposals was raised.

Following a period of discussion, UKRep confirmed that the request for
access would be facilitated and a suitable process for distribution of the
briefing material would be designed.

This means MSPs and officials within the Scottish Parliament now have
access to the latest information and views of Her Majesty’s Government
on a range of EC/EU

   Building links: the Catalan connection

The Scottish Parliament and Members  of
the European Committee were pleased to
play host in recent months to two
distinguished delegations from Catalonia.

The first was led by President Pujol and the
second by the President of the Catalan Parliament, Rt Hon. Joan Rigol.

Some fruitful discussions were held on a range of subjects, including the
role of sub-member state nations/regions in the future of the EU debate,
financing structures, support for minority languages etc.

It is envisaged that further discussions and meetings with the Catalan
Parliament will continue into the new year on matters of common interest.

   Getting briefed – the Spanish Presidency

Following on from the highly successful visits by the
Ambassadors for France, Sweden and Belgium to the
Scottish Parliament, the Committee has invited His
Excellency the Marqués de Tamarón, the Spanish
Ambassador to the UK, to address them during the
New Year. Spain takes over the Presidency of Europe
on January 1, 2002 so this will allow everyone to hear

a first hand perspective of Spain’s goals for the Presidency. The meeting,
when confirmed, will be open to the public. The time of the meeting is still
to be confirmed, when it is a suitable News Release will be published.
However, you can register your interested in attending by contacting a
member of the Clerking Team. Places will be limited.

For more details on the Spanish Presidency, see:

http://www.ue2002.es/



Committee
reports

   New Reports

•  11 Dec 2001, 9th Report 2001: Governance and the Future of the EU

•  12 Nov 2001, 8th Report 2001: State-of-preparation for the euro in
Scotland

•  4 Oct 2001, 7th Report 2001: Annual Report of the European
Committee for the Parliamentary Year 12 May 2000 to 11 May 2001

•  3 Oct 2001, 6th Report 2001: Report on the proposed Common
Position with regard to the proposal for a Directive of the European
Parliament and of the Council establishing a general framework for
informing and consulting employees in the European Community

•  26 Sept 2001, 5th Report, 2001: Report on scrutiny of European
documents: covering 16 January 2001 to 19 June 2001

•  26 Sept 2001, 4th Report, 2001: Report on scrutiny of European
documents: covering 26 January 2000 to 12 December 2000

Other documents – search our Committee Website

All other reports, documents, minutes and official reports (verbatim record)
for the Committee can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe.htm

Dates for
your diary

   January

15th European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh (to be confirmed)
29th European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh (to be confirmed)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe.htm


Who’s who     The committee’s membership (as at 4/12/01) is as follows:

Irene Oldfather (Convener)
Dennis Canavan
Colin Campbell
Helen Eadie
John Home Robertson (Deputy
Convener)

Sarah Boyack
Nora Radcliffe
Lloyd Quinan
Ben Wallace

Clerk: Stephen Imrie
Assistant Clerk: David Simpson
Admin Assistant: vacant
Legal Advisor: Christine Boch

If you would like more information on the work of the Committee, then please contact us:

Irene Oldfather MSP
c/o Stephen Imrie, Clerk to the European Committee

Room 5.22 PHQ, Scottish Parliament, George IV Bridge
Edinburgh EH99 1SP

Tel: 0131 348 5234, Fax: 0131 348 5088,
E-mail: Stephen.Imrie@scottish.parliament.uk

As Europe Matters is still a relatively new venture, we really appreciate your views
on it and how you feel it could be improved. Please E Mail your comments to David
Simpson at:

david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk

alternatively, you can write to David at, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP or
telephone 0131 348 5226.

David also maintains a database of contacts for the Committee to which he sends
links to Official Reports and Minutes of the Committee as soon as they go on the Web.
Please contact him if you wish to be added to this.

If you require any information on the Scottish Parliament or on any other committee, the
you can contact the Parliament via:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk
Tel: 0131 348 5000 or E-mail: sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk

mailto:Stephen.Imrie@scottish.parliament.uk
mailto:david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/
mailto:sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk

