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Welcome    Editorial

Welcome to Issue 7 of Europe Matters, the
electronic newsletter of the Scottish Parliament’s
European Committee . I trust you enjoyed a
pleasant Easter. Since our last issue the Committee
has been very active on a number of fronts, for
example we have:

• Completed an important and timely Inquiry into the Reform of the
Common Fisheries Policy

• Finalised Reports on the Funding Process for Structural Funds and the
European Charter of Fundamental Rights

• Visited the European Institutions in Brussels as part of our annual fact-
finding process

• Further developed the links with our sister Committee’s in
Westminster, Wales and Northern Ireland, with the second meeting of
the EC-UK group (European Chairs-United Kingdom)

• Met a number of key players from Europe, in particular the Flemish
trade minister and a delegation from the Dutch Parliament

• Received and assessed our 2,000th EC/EU document!
• Held a videoconference with the Galician Parliament

Coupled with the European Committee’s work, the Parliament’s interest in
Europe has widened with a visit to Brussels by my fellow Committee
Conveners and the holding of a one-day seminar on European matters
and how they relate to Scotland.  I am encouraged to see the appearance
on the agendas of other committees subjects and issues that originate
from Brussels.

Our Committee has also seen some major changes to its membership.  I
am pleased to welcome John Home Robertson (Labour, East Lothian) as
our new Deputy Convener. John joins the Committee along with Helen
Eadie (Labour Co-op, Dunfermline East), Nora Radcliffe (Liberal
Democrat, Gordon) and Colin Campbell (SNP, West of Scotland). Sadly,
my colleagues and I have to bid farewell and thanks to Cathy Jamieson,
Sylvia Jackson, Maureen Macmillan, David Mundell, Margo MacDonald
and Richard Lochhead who have left for other committees.

Hugh Henry MSP, Convener



All the news    Committee publishes major report on reforming the
   Common Fisheries Policy

The fishing industry is of great importance to the Scottish economy and is
one area in particular where it is vital Scotland continues to play a leading
role from a UK perspective in dealing with the EU. Committee Members
had noted that the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) which governs the
management and regulation of the industry is due to be reformed by
December 2002 and that the European Commission would produce a
Green Paper on this in spring 2001. With this in mind, we agreed it was
imperative we initiate a major Inquiry into CFP reform to ensure a Scottish
input is made.

Because of timescale constraints, this issue dominated the Committee’s
agenda for the first few months of 2001 – but it has proved worthwhile. On
top of a wide range of written evidence received from interested parties,
oral evidence was taken from various Scottish fishermen’s groups,
academics, Scottish Environmental Link, Scottish Executive scientific
experts, the Fisheries Minister, Rhona Brankin MSP and Europe’s most
senior Civil Servant dealing with fisheries, Mr Steffen Smidt. Mr Smidt flew
in especially from Brussels to give evidence and for that, we are extremely
grateful.

The result of the Committee’s deliberations and its unanimous report on
the subject can be found at

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-01/eur01-03-
vol01-01.htm

In the main, the Committee has endorsed the view that certain decision-
making powers on fisheries issues need to be devolved from the centre to
the regions, and made more inclusive. However, the Committee has
recognised that capacity needs reduced and that serious efforts will need
to be put in place to allow for phased diversification by the industry and
the communities it supports.  The Committee’s Report has been sent to
the Executive for their consideration.

   EC Charter of Fundamental Rights and European
   Structual Funds

The Committee has also published a further Reports on very important
matters that we began inquiring into late last year.

The first is on the application and project appraisal process for the
new European Structural Fund programmes in Scotland. By its very
nature, this issue is always going to be of permanent interest to the



Committee. The findings of this Report - which looks at how the first round
of projects for Objective 3 and Highlands and Islands has been handled
can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-01/eur01-01-
01.htm

The second Report published is a Scottish perspective on the
European Charter of Fundamental Rights and can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-01/eur01-02-
01.htm

The Committee is extremely grateful to Dennis Canavan MSP who acted
as the Committee’s Rapporteur on this issue for his obvious hard work
and diligence in producing such a detailed document.

   Getting ahead of the game – Committee travels to
   Brussels

Following on from last year’s valuable visit, the Committee visited Brussels
to engage with key players on the European scene.  We are always keen
to use these visits to get ‘one step ahead of the game’ and find out what’s
on the forthcoming agendas of the Commission, Parliament etc.

During our 3-day visit, we met a
number of important people
involved with issues as diverse as
the Environment, the European
Social Agenda, football transfers
and European governance.
Briefings were given by the UK
Permanent Representation to the
EU (UKRep), the Scottish
Executive EU Representatives and
CoSLA’s European Office.

Stephen Quest from the Commission’s Secretariat General briefed
members on the Commission’s 2001 Work Programme.

The Committee visited the European Parliament and engaged with
Scotland’s MEPs as well observed several Committees in action. This was
of great interest to MSPs to sit as members of the audience for a change
attending a committee meeting!

Our visit was followed shortly by a visit to Brussels by a wider delegation
of the Convener’s of the other Scottish Parliament Committees (led by
Deputy Presiding Officer, George Reid MSP). Again, this proved to be a



great success and a valuable start to the process of deeper engagement
with Europe by the various bodies in the Scottish Parliament.

   Building links – Committee visits the Flemish
   Parliament and meets Flemish Ministers

Whilst in Brussels, we had the
pleasure of meeting our
counterparts in the Flemish
Parliament. Like Scotland,
Flanders has only recently
began enjoying devolved
Government – we were
briefed on their work and
treated to a tour of their
magnificent Parliament
building.

Following this, Hugh Henry had the pleasure recently of enjoying a
productive meeting with the Flemish Trade Minister, Johan Sauwens, on a
recent visit to Scotland. Further links with Belgium as a whole are planned
when their Ambassador to the UK visits Parliament on 27 June to brief
MSPs on the priorities of their forthcoming Presidency of the EU.

It is imperative that we continue to build close ties with our counterparts in
Flanders and other regions throughout Europe and this is something we
aim to continue to do

   EC-UK Group goes from strength to strength

John Home Robertson recently
represented the Committee at the
second meeting of the European
Chairs-UK group (EC-UK) at the
Northern Ireland Assembly, Belfast.
This allows the Committee to engage
in constructive dialogue with our
sister Committees in the Houses of
Commons and Lords and the Welsh
and Northern Irish Assemblies.

Copies of the minutes of this meeting are available by contacting:

David Simpson of the Clerking team on 00 44 131 348 5226 (E-mail:
david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk ).



   Scrutiny – A Watershed Reached – 2000 documents
   and climbing

One of the key elements of the Committee’s
remit, often under-reported or forgotten
about, is the scrutiny of draft proposals for
EC/EU legislation. The means we have to
consider what action (if any) is required from
a Scottish perspective on every
proposal/paper produced by the
Commission, other institutions and the
member states.

Since our creation, volumes of material have been received and
considered, and in the last few weeks we recently reviewed the 2,000th
such document received since Parliament obtained its full powers on July
1, 1999. Logistically of course this is an immense task. However, following
ongoing reviews by the Committee on the methods used to carry out this
task, we have developed an extremely efficient, streamlined system based
on prioritising matters on the basis of the Commission’s Work Programme
and the views of bodies in Scotland from the Executive, CoSLA and civic
society. Your views on priorities are always welcome. As an aside, for the
curious among you, document Nº 2000 was on the subject of combating
computer-related crime.

This allows us to try be ahead of issues before the Commission publishes
its final proposals. Recently, this new system has allowed us to have
considered issues in some depth, such as on reform of the Postal
Services Directive and the Common Fisheries Policy, before the European
institutions published their proposals. This shows evidence that the
Committee’s new procedures are having the desired effect. But we will not
be complacent and will work hard to ensure this continues.

If you want to find out more about the scrutiny process, please contact any
one of the Clerking Team.

   What’s Next?  Committee to launch Inquiry into
   Governance of the EU

The European Commission is now finalising its White Paper on
Governance, including looking at the part played, and the effectiveness of,
nations and regions in the European decision making process. As such,
the Committee believes it is essential an Inquiry be launched here to
develop a Scottish perspective on governance and what the EU means to
the people. We can then feed our findings to the Commission.



We hope to launch the Inquiry around Europe Day on May 9th. Look out
for further news on this. (A draft of the terms of reference can be found in
the committee papers for the meeting of the 8th May at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe.htm

   Getting briefed – the Belgian Presidency

Following on from the highly successful visits by
the Ambassadors for France and Sweden to the
Scottish Parliament, the Committee has invited
His Excellency Lode Willems, the Belgian
Ambassador to the UK, to address them on
Wednesday 27 June. Belgium takes over the
Presidency of Europe on July 1, 2001 so this will

allow everyone to hear a first hand perspective of Belgium’s goals for the
Presidency. The meeting will be open to the public. The time of the
meeting is still to be confirmed, when it is a suitable News Release will be
published.  However, you can register your interested in attending by
contacting a member of the Clerking Team. Places will be limited.

Committee
reports

   New Reports

• 1st Report 2001, Initial report on the application and project appraisal
process for European Structural Funds (1st round of the 2000-2006
period)

• 2nd Report 2001, Report into the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights

• 3rd Report 2001, Reforming the Common Fisheries Policy: a blueprint
for negotiations

Other documents – search our Committee Website

All other reports, documents, minutes and official reports (verbatim record)
for the Committee can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe.htm

Dates for
your diary

   May

8th European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh, to be confirmed
22nd European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh, to be confirmed

June

to be confirmed



Who’s who     The committee’s membership (as at 18/12/00) is as follows:

Hugh Henry (Convener)
Dennis Canavan
Colin Campbell
Helen Eadie
John Home Robertson (Deputy
Convener)

Irene Oldfather
Nora Radcliffe
Lloyd Quinan
Ben Wallace

Clerk: Stephen Imrie
Assistant Clerk: David Simpson
Admin Assistant: Franck David
Legal Advisor: Christine Boch

If you would like more information on the work of the Committee, then please contact us:

Hugh Henry MSP
c/o Stephen Imrie, Clerk to the European Committee

Room 5.22 PHQ, Scottish Parliament, George IV Bridge
Edinburgh EH99 1SP

Tel: 0131 348 5234, Fax: 0131 348 5088,
E-mail: Stephen.Imrie@scottish.parliament.uk

As Europe Matters is still a relatively new venture, we really appreciate your views
on it and how you feel it could be improved. Please E Mail your comments to David
Simpson at:

david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk

alternatively, you can write to David at, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP or
telephone 0131 348 5226.

David also maintains a database of contacts for the Committee to which he sends
links to Official Reports and Minutes of the Committee as soon as they go on the Web.
Please contact him if you wish to be added to this.

If you require any information on the Scottish Parliament or on any other committee, the
you can contact the Parliament via:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk
Tel: 0131 348 5000 or E-mail: sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk


