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Welcome    Editorial

Welcome to the 5th issue of Europe Matters – the
electronic newsletter of the Scottish Parliament’s
European Committee.

The Parliament – and the Committee - have now
both been in operation for over a year – an ideal
time to take stock of a very busy time.

Since 23 June 1999, the Committee has met 28 times, heard evidence
from 44 witnesses, handled over 1,000 EU documents and issued 7
official Committee Reports. We have received visits from
Parliamentarians, Councillors and Officials from other legislatures and
institutions on 24 occasions. Members have twice visited the major
European institutions in Brussels – meeting Presidents Prodi (European
Commission) and Fontaine (European Parliament). Two Members of the
Committee, Ben Wallace and Margo Macdonald represented the
Committee at a Conference in Maastricht, Netherlands on enlargement
whilst Ben has also visited various East European States as part of his
work as Committee Reporter on this issue.

Add to the that, the ongoing work by other Committee Reporters in
subjects as diverse as the Euro, fish diseases and fundamental rights –
and – the Committee’s continuing inquiry into Structural Funds and their
implementation in Scotland, and I’m sure you’ll agree it’s been a very
hectic – but hopefully productive – year!

Hugh Henry MSP

All the news    Inquiry into EU funds – Committee moves towards
   conclusions

Since the last edition of Europe Matters, the Committee has now began to
finalise its Inquiry into European Structural Funds and their
implementation in Scotland.



This very important and topical inquiry is running alongside an indirectly
related investigation being undertaken by our colleagues on the Finance
Committee into financial accounting practices and these Funds.

We initially hoped to have a report published before summer recess, but
such has been the range of witnesses the Committee has had to
approach, we now expect it to be published sometime in early autumn.

To date, the Committee has heard evidence from:

•  Mr Jack McConnell MSP – Minister for Finance, Scottish Executive
•  Herr Manfred Beschel and Mr Tim Figures – Directorate-General for

Regional Policy, European Commission
•  Dr Gillian Bristow and Dr Nigel Blewitt - Institute for Welsh Affairs
•  Professor David Bell – University of Stirling
•  Cllr. Christine May – Convention of Scottish Local Authorities

Written evidence to the Inquiry is also being submitted by the Secretary of
State for Scotland, the Rt. Hon Dr John Reid MP.

A number of individuals and organisations also submitted written evidence
to the Committee following our issue of a News Release on the matter.

The Committee is being assisted in its Inquiry by Professor John Bachtler
from the European Policies Research Centre, Strathclyde University
whose help has been invaluable. For more information on the EPRC, visit:

http://www.strath.ac.uk/research/business/EPRC.htm

Full details of the Committee’s findings will be available in due course on
our website - http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe.htm
-and published in future editions of Europe Matters.

   Visit by the French Ambassador to the UK

With France assuming the
Presidency of the European
Council on July 1, the Committee
invited the French Ambassador to
the United Kingdom, His
Excellency M. Daniel Bernard, to
address them about France’s

priorities for this important period in the Europe’s
future. M. Bernard graciously accepted this invitation
and a highly worthwhile, productive meeting took place on June 28.

The Committee not only to heard the views of the Government of France,
but also took the opportunity to convey the feelings and wishes of the
people of Scotland.

http://www.strath.ac.uk/research/business/EPRC.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe.htm


   The European Parliament comes to Edinburgh

On June 20, along with colleagues in the Rural Affairs Committee, the
Committee jointly hosted a meeting and reception with a delegation from
the Fisheries Committee of the European Parliament. The first visit to the
Scottish Parliament by a European Parliamentary Committee. Fisheries
are – of course – of great importance to the Scottish economy, so this
again proved to be a valuable event with our Members able to convey
their opinions first hand.

The President of the European Parliament,
Mme. Nicole Fontaine visited Edinburgh on 26
June allowing her the opportunity to meet a
number of MSPs from throughout the Scottish
Parliament.

A number of other high profile visits haven taken
place since we last published Europe Matters.
These include visits by Norwegian, Swedish,

Finnish and Canadian politicians, a representative from the Luxembourg
Embassy, members of the European Committee of the Regions, the
European Ombudsman and Sir Stephen Wall, the United Kingdom’s
outgoing Permanent Representative to the EU (on 8 June).

   Enlargement – Ben Wallace goes east

In his role as the Committee Reporter on the impact
on Scotland of EU Enlargement, Ben Wallace has
successfully completed a whistle-stop tour of Europe.
The visit, from July 10 to July 17, saw Ben visit
Brussels, Budapest, Warsaw, Tallinn and Maastricht.
A number of top level politicians and officials were
met along the way including the Estonian Prime
Minister, representatives from the Solidarity Trade
Union, the Scottish MEPs and a joint conference in Brussels with the
heads of the negotiation teams of Poland, Hungary, Estonia, Czech
Republic, Slovenia and Cyprus.

The tour culminated in a visit to a conference on Enlargement held in
Maastricht, Netherlands. Fellow Committee member Margo Macdonald –
along with another MSP, Elaine Thomson, joined Ben in Maastricht for
this.

Further details on the outcome of these discussions and the conference
will be available in Ben’s Report in due course.

   Reporter Work – inquiries ongoing



Along with Ben’s report into Enlargement, a number of important individual
Committee reporters are currently looking into subjects of interest to the
Scottish people.

Fundamental rights

Dennis Canavan is looking into the proposed Charter on Fundamental
Rights. Dennis is seeking the views of a broad range of interested people
and organisations into this. See his news release at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/whats_happening/news-00/ceu00-021.htm

EC agricultural legislation

Tavish Scott has also put out an appeal for input into his paper on “gold
plating” of EU legislation in relation to the agriculture sector in Scotland.
For details of Tavish’s work on this see his news release at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/whats_happening/news-00/ceu00-014.htm

And others

Other Committee members currently engaged in Reporter work include
Sylvia Jackson (6th Environmental Action Plan), Bruce Crawford (Euro)
and Maureen Macmillan (Fish diseases ISA and VHS).

Implementation of the European Water Framework Directive

Finally, after a number of concerns were raised with regards the proposed
European Water Framework Directive, Maureen Macmillan was selected
by the Committee to act as reporter on this important issue. Her work will
be taken forward over the next 6 to 12 months as the Scottish Executive
begins the process of implementing this Directive.

Committee
reports

   Reports due

Although no Reports have been published since our last edition, a swath
are currently in the pipeline for Autumn 2000. Watch this space for the
following:

•  Conclusions of the Inquiry into Structural Funds
•  Reports from Committee Reporters – see above
•  Latest report on scrutiny of EC/EU documentation

Other documents – search our Committee Website

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/whats_happening/news-00/ceu00-021.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/whats_happening/news-00/ceu00-014.htm


All other reports, documents, minutes and official reports (verbatim record)
for the Committee can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe.htm

Dates for
your diary

   September

5th European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh
19th European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh, to be confirmed

October

3rd European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh, to be confirmed
9th-22nd Recess
31st European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh, to be confirmed

November

14th European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh, to be confirmed
28th European Committee Meeting, Edinburgh, to be confirmed

Who’s who     The committee’s membership is as follows:

Hugh Henry (Convener)
Dennis Canavan
Bruce Crawford
Winnie Ewing
Sylvia Jackson
Cathy Jamieson (Deputy Convener)
Margo MacDonald

Maureen Macmillan
David Mundell
Irene Oldfather
Tavish Scott
Ben Wallace
Allan Wilson

Clerk: Stephen Imrie
Assistant Clerk: David Simpson
Admin Assistant: Franck David
Legal Advisor: Christine Boch

If you would like more information on the work of the Committee, then please contact us
at:

Hugh Henry MSP
c/o Stephen Imrie

Clerk to the European Committee
Room 3.11 Committee Chambers

Scottish Parliament, George IV Bridge
Edinburgh EH99 1SP

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe.htm


Tel: 0131 348 5234, Fax: 0131 348 5600, E-mail:
Stephen.Imrie@scottish.parliament.uk

As Europe Matters is still a relatively new venture, we really appreciate your views
on it and how you feel it could be improved. Please E Mail your comments to David
Simpson at:

david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk

alternatively, you can write to David at, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP or
telephone 0131 348 5226.

David also maintains a database of contacts for the Committee to which he sends
links to Official Reports and Minutes of the Committee as soon as they go on the Web.
Please contact him if you wish to be added to this.

If you require any information on the Scottish Parliament or on any other committee, you
can contact the Parliament via:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk
Tel: 0131 348 5000 or E-mail: sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk

mailto:Stephen.Imrie@scottish.parliament.uk
mailto:david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/
mailto:sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk

