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Welcome    Editorial

Welcome to the 4th issue of Europe Matters – the
electronic newsletter of the Scottish Parliament’s
European Committee. I report to you after a very
busy few months for the Committee which has seen
us complete our Inquiry into the future management
and administration for the next round of Structural
Funds and our contribution to the development of
the specific area based Objective 2 plans.

However, don’t let the above comments lead you to believe that the
European Committee is only interested in Structural Funds. Nothing is
further from the truth. The last few months have witnessed the launch of
five studies which are being undertaken by an individual from the
Committee in their role as a “reporter”. Europe Matters will continue to
keep you abreast of progress in relation to the reporter’s workload and as
you can see from this issue, some of which is now nearing completion.

March saw the Committee successfully undertake our inaugural visit to the
European institutions in Brussels. In addition to our high-profile meetings
with Romano Prodi, President of the Commission, and Nicole Fontaine,
President of the Parliament, the Committee also met various EC officials,
MEPs and other figures (more below).

Finally, let me extend an open invitation to you the reader. Much of
our legislation in Scotland (up to 80% in some areas) is directly driven by
the Brussels institutions. If we as a Committee are to be at our most
effective, we need to get our views into the various decision-making
quarters at a very early stage. That is why I invite you to contact me (via
the Clerk to the European Committee) if you have anything you’d like to
make us aware of in relation to EU issues and their implementation in
Scotland.

Hugh Henry MSP

All the news    Committee brings Scotland to Europe

The Committee has just undertaken its highly successful 3-day visit to the
European institutions in Brussels. This very important working trip has



allowed contacts to be made with all the major players on the European
field - enabling Scotland’s voice to be heard at the very heart of Europe.

The visit, from 27 to 29 March, saw the Committee visit both the European
Commission and Parliament as well as the offices of the UK’s Permanent
Representation and Scotland House.

The Committee had the unique
honour of meeting Presidents
Romano Prodi (European
Commission) - with whom they
enjoyed a friendly, but intensive
hour long question and answer
session - and Nicole Fontaine
(European Parliament) who
introduced them to the full
Plenary Session of the
Parliament. President Fontaine paid a special tribute to Dr Winnie Ewing,
the only MSP to have served as an MEP as well.

The Members met Sir Stephen Wall (the UK’s Permanent Representative
in Brussels) and a host of other senior officials and politicians – including
Agriculture and Fisheries Commissioner, Franz Fischler. They debated
and discussed major issues of interest as diverse as agriculture and
fisheries, the reform process in the Commission, the euro, environmental
issues, social inclusion, gender issues, structural funds, the role of
Scotland’s MEPs and the Committees of the European Parliament.

The Committee also visited Scotland
House, the office of the Scottish
Executive in Brussels, where they found
out about the work carried out there.
Scotland House was also the venue for
a reception for the Committee, hosted
by Minister for Finance, Jack McConnell
MSP, which allowed further important
contacts to be made.

Speaking on his return, Convener Hugh Henry MSP said, “This productive
visit ensures that the Brussels institutions are now fully aware of the
strength and importance of the Scottish Parliament. It has enabled us to
build important links and contacts with both the European Commission
and European Parliament and will help us forge closer bonds with all 8
Scottish MEPs. This will allow everyone to work together even more
effectively and efficiently and can only be of benefit to Scotland as Europe
grows ever more important in our lives. We are particularly pleased to
have met such key people as Presidents Prodi and Fontaine allowing us
to take the message from the people of Scotland to the very top.”



   Networking with Scotland – Committee reporters
   begin work

Five Committee Members are now starting work reporting on the areas
agreed in the  Forward Work Programme – drawn up after a consultation
with the people of Scotland – on European issues with a major bearing on
the people of Scotland.  Some 12 reports in total will be made by June
2001. To date, papers outlining the terms of reference for the first 5 have
now been agreed and the reporters are now actively beginning their work.
These include:

•  Dr Sylvia Jackson on the European Commission’s 6th Environmental
Action Plan.

•  Bruce Crawford on the single European Currency.
•  Dennis Canavan on the proposed European Charter on Fundamental

Human Rights.
•  Maureen Macmillan on the impact of the fish diseases ISA and VHS.
•  Tavish Scott on implementation of EU legislation on the agricultural

sector in Scotland.

For copies of these papers please contact David Simpson at:
david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk

Whilst collecting evidence for her report, Sylvia organised a highly
successful and innovative seminar in Stirling on 17 March using the
Parliament’s budget for Civic Participation. Fellow Committee Member
Tavish Scott was also present along with Robin Harper MSP (a Member of
the Transport and Environment Committee) and George Reid MSP, one of
the Deputy Presiding Officers.

Although held in public, it was a relaxed, informal meeting, with
contributions from amongst others Friends of the Earth, local Agenda 21
groups, Scottish Natural Heritage, the Scottish Environment Protection
Agency, Scottish Enterprise, the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities,
Scottish Renewables Forum and Local District and Community
Councillors.

Sylvia has now completed an interim report on her work that the
Committee agreed in principal at its meeting on 4 April. This will be
published in the near future and sent to the European Commission as the
Committee’s contribution to the consultation process on the 6th

Environmental Action Programme – again contact David if you wish further
details on this, or watch our website (see below) for a link to this in due
course.

A copy of the Forward Work Programme as a whole can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe99-00/eur-sr-01.pdf

mailto:david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe99-00/eur-sr-01.pdf


   Objective 2 plans – Committee publishes its views

The past few meetings have been busy ones for the Committee with
evidence being heard on the Scottish Executive’s proposals on the 3 new
area based plans for the expenditure of future Objective 2 funds.

The new Objective 2 (combining the old Objectives 2 and 5b) is aimed at
combating socio-economic problems in areas of industrial decline as well
as rural, urban and fishery-dependant areas.

Three programmes have been mapped out to cover 3 specific areas of
Scotland and plan teams were set up accordingly to deal with these
regions which are:

•  Western Scotland
•  Eastern Scotland
•  Southern Scotland

The Committee heard detailed evidence from a number of key witnesses –
in particular, the Minister for Finance, Jack McConnell MSP – as well as
the heads of the 3 local Plan Teams Laurie Russell (Western), Gordon
McLaren (Eastern) and Donald MacKinnon (Southern).

The Committee’s Report on Objective 2 is available on the Committee’s
website at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-00/eur00-03-
01.htm

   Building links with Europe

As ever, the last couple of months has seen the Committee continue to
make contact with a number of important people on the European scene.

David Mundell broke new ground for the
Committee when he took part in a Video
Conference between the Scottish and Finnish
Parliaments. The meeting was chaired by Paul
Grice, the Chief Executive of the Scottish
Parliament at the Parliament’s Video Conferencing
Suite in Edinburgh … however David participated
from a venue in Dumfries!

    Video-conferencing

This highlights the effectiveness and adaptability of Video Conferencing –
a facility the Committee hope to utilise in future.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-00/eur00-03-01.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-00/eur00-03-01.htm


Among other meetings since our last issue Hugh Henry, Winnie Ewing
and Tavish Scott met Herr Reinhold Bocklet – the Bavarian State Minister
for European Affairs. Tavish, along with Sylvia Jackson and Maureen
Macmillan also met a delegation of EU Agricultural Attachés who were on
a recent visit to Scotland.

Full details of such meetings can be found under the Section, “Convener’s
Report” in the Official Report of Committee Meetings.

   Committee to launch major Inquiry into EU funds

Keen observers of the Scottish political scene will have noticed the press
interest in the issue of European Structural Funds and their wider
implementation in the various regions of the UK. In Wales, this issue
became something of great political importance.

Following the agreement of the Committee at its meeting of the 21 March,
a short, targeted Inquiry is to be undertaken by the European Committee
into the whole subject of how the UK receives these Funds and how they
are distributed to, and in, Scotland.

In conjunction with the European Committee’s Inquiry, the Parliament’s
Finance Committee is also set to initiate a separate, but inter-linked
investigation into financial accounting practices and these Funds. These
two studies will dovetail together into a definitive view from these bodies,
due by the end of June this year.

The key questions to be addressed by these two Inquiries include:

•  Are European structural funds additional to, or a replacement for, sums
in the Scottish Assigned Budget?

•  Is there a net impact on overall expenditure levels in Scotland?
•  Has Scotland benefited or lost through the provision of Structural

Funds and by how much?
•  Have there been problems with the way the funds have been

managed?
•  Has match-funding been available in the past, is it currently available,

and will it be available in the future?
•  Is there a difference from the Welsh situation?
•  How did the Structural Funds programme become part of the Scottish

Assigned Budget?
•  Are there any issues relating to the Barnett Formula?

The European Committee will begin an intensive programme of evidence
taking from a variety of European, UK and Scottish governmental
institutions, as well as from other interested observers. Further details of
the programme proposed for May and June, including finalisation of the



Inquiry’s terms of reference, will be discussed during the Committee’s
meeting of the 2 May.

Committee
reports

   Committee publishes two reports

The European Committee has just published a further two Committee
Reports. The first, as mentioned earlier, sets out our views on, and
contribution to, the process of developing the 3 area based plans for
Objective 2: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-
00/eur00-03-01.htm

The second is the inaugral report produced by a Committee reporter as
part of the work programme adopted by the Committee.  Dr Jackson MSP
has put together her initial findings on the European Commission’s 6th

Environmental Action Programme, and has set these out in a document
endorsed by the whole Committee. This will be on the Web hopefully by
the end of April.

Other documents – search our Committee Website

All other reports, documents, minutes and official reports (verbatim record)
for the Committee can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe.htm

Dates for
your diary

   April

4th European Committee Meeting

May

2nd European Committee Meeting
9th European Committee (additional) Meeting (to be confirmed)
16th European Committee Meeting (to be confirmed)
23rd European Committee (additional) Meeting (to be confirmed)
30th European Committee Meeting (to be confirmed)

June

13th European Committee Meeting (to be confirmed)
27th European Committee Meeting (to be confirmed)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-00/eur00-03-01.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe-00/eur00-03-01.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/europe.htm


Who’s who     The committee’s membership is as follows:

Hugh Henry (Convener)
Dennis Canavan
Bruce Crawford
Winnie Ewing
Sylvia Jackson
Cathy Jamieson (Deputy Convener)
Margo MacDonald

Maureen Macmillan
David Mundell
Irene Oldfather
Tavish Scott
Ben Wallace
Allan Wilson

Clerk: Stephen Imrie
Assistant Clerk: David Simpson

If you would like more information on the work of the Committee, then please contact us
at:

Hugh Henry MSP
c/o Stephen Imrie

Clerk to the European Committee
Room 3.11 Committee Chambers

Scottish Parliament, George IV Bridge
Edinburgh EH99 1SP

Tel: 0131 348 5234, Fax: 0131 348 5600, E-mail:
Stephen.Imrie@scottish.parliament.uk

As Europe Matters is still a relatively new venture, we really appreciate your views
on it and how you feel it could be improved. Please E Mail your comments to David
Simpson at:

david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk

alternatively, you can write to David at, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP or
telephone 0131 348 5226.

David also maintains a database of contacts for the Committee to which he sends
links to Official Reports and Minutes of the Committee as soon as they go on the Web.
Please contact him if you wish to be added to this.

If you require any information on the Scottish Parliament or on any other committee, the
you can contact the Parliament via:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk
Tel: 0131 348 5000 or E-mail: sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk

mailto:Stephen.Imrie@scottish.parliament.uk
mailto:david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/
mailto:sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk

