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Welcome    Editorial
Slightly belatedly, can I wish all our readers a Happy
New Year.  As we enter a new year in the Scottish
Parliament, the European Committee continues to
develop and broaden its workload.

As you can read below, the Committee has
endorsed the proposed work programme, first
discussed at previous meetings. This work
programme, covering the period January 2000 to

June 2001, is a defining moment for us in that it represents the first efforts
being made by the members to set their own agenda and to enable us to
promote positively the benefits of membership of the European Union.

Whilst of course our Committee continues to respond to the challenges of
scrutinising EC legislation and in holding the Scottish Executive to account
for its implementation, we also want to focus on some of the wider issues.

To do so, in best the European style, the Committee has adopted a
number of lead reporters, who will take forward each subject on behalf of
the Committee. I encourage all our readers to make contact with the
nominated reporter, if you want to put your views into the melting pot!

Finally, I congratulate Cathy Jamieson MSP (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon
Valley) in her appointment as Deputy Convener of the European
Committee. I know she will be a valuable colleague in driving forward the
work of the Committee.

Hugh Henry MSP

All the news    Committee adopts challenging work programme

After much discussion, the Committee formally adopted its work
programme for the period to June 2001, at its meeting on the 25th January
2000.

This represents our efforts to address some of the bigger issues facing
Scotland and its relation with the European Union, as well as some
specific issues which the Committee itself wants to push forward.



The work programme itself is the culmination of the consultation exercise
launched in the Autumn of 1999. By drawing on the views received, and
adding in the expertise and interests of the members, the following list of
subjects and lead reporters have been agreed.

Issue Reporter
Policy implications of the European Commission’s 6th

Environmental Action Plan
Sylvia Jackson

Preparation for, and policy implications of, the single currency Bruce Crawford

Implementation of European legislation in the agricultural
sector in Scotland

Tavish Scott

A review of the European List 1 designated diseases
Infectious Salmon Anaemia and Viral Haemorrhagic
Septicaemia in Scotland

Maureen Macmillan

European education and training initiatives: the policy
implications, take-up of programmes and future changes

Allan Wilson

Community economic development and the role of the EU Cathy Jamieson

A review of European initiatives in the field of tourism, culture
and sport

Margo Macdonald

Promoting links through European networks Irene Oldfather

The proposed European Charter on Fundamental Rights:
development of a Scottish perspective

Dennis Canavan

Enlargement of the EU and the challenges and opportunities
facing Scotland

Ben Wallace

Improving the provision of information on EU issues in
Scotland

Winnie Ewing

European law and the implications for Scottish justice David Mundell

If you are interested in getting in contact with the reporter, please contact
them direct, or via the Clerk.  Please note, however, that not all of the
reporters will start work immediately, and that work is to be scheduled
throughout the period to June 2001. More information on timetables is
available from the Clerk, or via the following website:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe99-00/eur-sr-
01.pdf

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe99-00/eur-sr-01.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe99-00/eur-sr-01.pdf


   Deputy Converner chosen

At the Committee’s meeting in Glasgow on January 17,
Cathy Jamieson was elected by acclamation as the
Deputy Convener to the Committee.

Cathy, who is also a member of the Parliament’s
Transport and Environment Committee, is the Labour
and Co-op Party MSP for Carrick, Cumnock and Doon
Valley.

A graduate from Glasgow Art School, Goldsmiths College London and
Glasgow University, Cathy worked for “Who Cares? Scotland” a group
dedicated to working with, and on behalf of, children in care.

Cathy can be contacted in the Parliament at:

cathy.jamieson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk

   Go West … Committee meets in Glasgow

Glasgow hosted its first formal meeting of a
Scottish Parliament Committee on the 17th

January 2000, when the European
Committee met in the City Council’s
Elmbank Street building, following a
welcome by the Lord Provost.

The main item of business was a first
discussion by the Committee on the future

management and administrative arrangements for the new programme of
European Structural Funds.

Managing the expenditure and ensuring the effective operation of the
programmes is the responsibility of a variety of newly created bodies,
including the Programme Management Executives (PME), who have day-
to-day responsibility for operational matters.

In October 1999, Scottish Executive Finance Minister, Jack McConnell
MSP, announced a review of the administrative structure, focusing
specifically on the role of the PME. The review is to receive support and
guidance from a Steering Committee, chaired by Lex Gold, Director of the
Scottish Chambers of Commerce.

During the meeting, the Committee took evidence from all five Chief
Executives/Programme Directors of the Programme Management

mailto:cathy.jamieson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk


Executives, as well as from Kathy Cameron (CoSLA), Julia Palmer
(SCVO) and Lex Gold himself.

Speaking before the meeting, Convener
Hugh Henry MSP said, “the sums of
money available from the European
Structural Funds, the focus of the
expenditure and the ways in which this is
managed and administered, are
important subjects for us all.  It is crucial
that we utilise these resources in the
most effective manner possible, targeting

the most needy groups in our society and generally using the sums to
maximum effect.”

Most people consulted considered the meeting to have been a success, in
part due to the excellent facilities offered to us in Glasgow. The Committee
will now move on during February and March 2000, to defining its formal
response to the Review, and to discussing its conclusions and
recommendations with the Finance Minister; in mid to late March.

   Reporter to question Commissioner on the
   environment and sustainability

Dr Sylvia Jackson MSP (Stirling), the Committee’s
reporter on the European Union’s 6th Environmental
Action Programme, will take part in an internet
question and answer session with Commissioner
Walstrom.

This exciting initiative by the European Commission is
part of their consultation exercise for their influential
report into the future direction of Europe’s environmental policy
(COM(99)543 final). The Committee will be responding to the overall
exercise, as well as taking part in the internet debate. If you want to take
part, you can submit your question in advance to:

chat-wallstrom@cec.eu.int

by the 3rd February 2000. The chat itself will start at 6 p.m. (CET) that
evening.

For more information, consult the Commission’s website at:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/index_en.htm

mailto:chat-wallstrom@cec.eu.int
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/index_en.htm


   Executive accepts all bar one of the
   recommendations on Objective 3

The Scottish Executive has formally responded plan on the 14th January
to the European Committee’s report into the Objective 3 operational plan.
In their letter to the Convener, the Executive accepted all except one of
the Committee’s recommendations, set out in their report on the matter
(EU/99/R3). Copies of this report can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe99-00/eur03-
c.htm

Responding to the Executive’s comments, Convener Hugh Henry MSP
said, “I am delighted that the Executive has taken the time to consider so
carefully our detailed comments and that they agree with the
overwhelming majority of the conclusions. This is a good example of the
constructive dialogue we have with the Scottish Executive, which we hope
to continue in the future as we begin to monitor expenditure in the new
programmes.”

   Hands across the water … Forming links with
   Flanders

Continuing with its efforts at forging links with
other European national and regional
parliaments, officials from the European
Committee recently met with their counterparts
in the Flemish Parliament.

The focus of the meeting was an exchange of
experience and ideas in order that we can both
learn from each others procedures and
operations. This is a first step towards,

hopefully, a more formal meeting between members of the two
committees, which might take place in Spring 2000.

Although there are obvious benefits to be had
by making such links, the eventual aim is to
benefit not only our MSPs, but through them,
industry and other organisations across
Scotland. Previous meetings and contacts
have already been made with the Swedish
Parliament, the Länder of Sachsen-Anhalt
and the Basque Government.  If you have
links and contacts with other bodies across
the EU, we’d love to hear from you.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe99-00/eur03-c.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe99-00/eur03-c.htm


Parliamentary
business

   All quiet on the European front

Outside of the European Committee and within the Scottish Executive
itself, December 1999 and January 2000 were quiet months in the
Chamber for European related business. Although no debates as such
have been had on EU matters (except fisheries), a number of pertinent
Parliamentary Questions have been asked, such as that covering the EU
Beef Labelling Scheme (13/01/00).

Committee
reports

   Two reports published

Two reports have recently been published by the European Committee.
The first is a report setting out the Committee’s recommendations to the
Scottish Executive in relation to the agenda items for December’s (1999)
European Fishery Council . Prior to the Council meeting, Committee
member Tavish Scott, Liberal Democrat MSP for Shetland, agreed to talk
to the main players in the Scottish Fishing industry and report back to the
Committee on his findings. This would enable the Committee to forward its
views to John Home Robertson MSP – the Deputy Minister for Rural
Affairs - who would be representing the UK at the Council.

Tavish himself reported his findings to the Committee at its meeting on
December 7.

Tavish’s well-researched and informative report was welcomed by the
Committee and unanimously endorsed by all present. This enabled the
Committee to draw up its own report which it forwarded on to the Scottish
Executive.

A copy of the report can be found at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe99-
00/eur02.htm

Parliament itself, in a debate led by Mr Home Robertson, discussed
fisheries at its session on December 8:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/session99-00/or031303.htm

for a transcript of this debate

The second, as highlighted above, covers the Committee’s views on the
Objective 3 operation plan.

These, and all future Committee reports, can be found on the Committee’s
homepage on the Parliament’s website; see below.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe99-00/eur02.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe99-00/eur02.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/session99-00/or031303.htm


Other documents
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe99-00/

Minutes: 1st Meeting, (same URL as above, but ending in) eucmop0623.htm
2nd Meeting, eumop0818.htm
3rd Meeting, eumop0831.htm
4th Meeting, eumop0914.htm
5th Meeting, eumop0928.htm
6th Meeting, eumop1019.htm
7th Meeting, eumop1109.htm
8th Meeting, eumop1123.htm
9th Meeting, eumop1207.htm
10th Meeting, eumop1214.htm
1st Meeting (2000), eumop1214.htm
2nd Meeting, eumop0125.htm

Official Report: 1st Meeting, euc01001.htm
2nd Meeting, eu081801.htm
3rd Meeting, eu083101.htm
4th Meeting, eu0401.htm
5th Meeting, eu0501.htm
6th Meeting, eu0601.htm
7th Meeting, eu0701.htm
8th Meeting, eu0801.htm
9th Meeting, eu0901.htm
10th Meeting, eu1001.htm
1st Meeting (2000), eu000101.htm
2nd Meeting, eu00-0201.htm

WebPage

The Committee’s WebPage is at:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe.htm

Dates for
your diary

   February

8th European Committee Meeting, Room 2, 14h00, Edinburgh
22nd European Committee Meeting (to be confirmed)

March

7th European Committee Meeting (to be confirmed)
21st European Committee Meeting (to be confirmed)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe99-00/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee99-00/europe.htm


Who’s who     The committee’s membership is as follows:

Hugh Henry (Convener)
Dennis Canavan
Bruce Crawford
Winnie Ewing
Sylvia Jackson
Cathy Jamieson (Deputy Convener)
Margo MacDonald

Maureen Macmillan
David Mundell
Irene Oldfather
Tavish Scott
Ben Wallace
Allan Wilson

Clerk: Stephen Imrie
Assistant Clerk: David Simpson

If you would like more information on the work of the committee, then please contact us
at:

Hugh Henry MSP
c/o Stephen Imrie

Clerk to the European Committee
Room 3.11 Committee Chambers

Scottish Parliament, George IV Bridge
Edinburgh EH99 1SP

Tel: 0131 348 5234, Fax: 0131 348 5600, E-mail:
Stephen.Imrie@scottish.parliament.uk

As Europe Matters is still a relatively new venture, we really appreciate your views
on it and how you feel it could be improved. Please E Mail your comments to David
Simpson at:

david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk

alternatively, you can write to David at, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP or
telephone 0131 348 5226.

David also maintains a database of contacts for the Committee to which he sends
links to Official Reports and Minutes of the Committee as soon as they go on the Web.
Please contact him if you wish to be added to this.

If you require any information on the Scottish Parliament or on any other committee, the
you can contact the Parliament via:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk
Tel: 0131 348 5000 or E-mail: sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk

mailto:Stephen.Imrie@scottish.parliament.uk
mailto:david.simpson@scottish.parliament.uk
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/
mailto:sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk

